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William's Words of the Week:
By William Groot, Principal
As we hit the midway point of the 2021-22 school year, I am
reminded of how quickly time passes. The expression, “Long
days but short years,” is indeed an apt one today!
These photos highlight two often competing ways that
humans communicate: virtually and in-person. How and
when are they in conflict? In what ways, can each be used
well? How can they be integrated?
For many people, these questions have complex answers.
The present reality is that we have needed both especially
for learning during a worldwide pandemic. Our students and
staff have done very well. But it’s been challenging!
Today’s teenagers, our students, are navigating ways to
balance their virtual and in-person connections; how to
determine how much time they should spend on each and
still be effective learners. How can families and TDChristian
help them?
London Christian High is hosting a Thursday Night Speakers
Series featuring professors from Dordt University throughout
February. Four other Christian high schools including
TDChristian are contributing funds so that their families (yes,
yours and your friends’ families, too) can listen and learn for
a time before discussing with their children these four
important topics:
Feb. 3 (7:30 p.m.): A Biblical framework for human sexuality
and where/how sin enters in.
Feb. 10 (7:30 p.m.): Understanding your digital footprint and
appropriate online behavior.
Feb. 17 (7:30 p.m.): The prevalence and pervasiveness of
pornography and sexting.
Feb. 24 (7:30 p.m.): The world of gaming, its beauty and
potential pitfalls.
Register online: londonchristianhigh.ca/Thursday-night-spea
ker-series
God promises to be with us. He is our surety. Being diligent,
deliberate, thoughtful, and intentional, one day at a time, are
key elements in leading a faithful life. Vulnerability, trust, and
collaboration in community allows us to keep moving forward
as we learn for service in the light of God’s Word.
We are thankful for our supportive community in which we
can bear each other’s burdens and hurts and celebrate our
successes and salvation in Jesus Christ. My prayer for the
Thursday Night Speaker Series and second semester is that
we continue to learn while following God’s leading and
guiding.

Important notes:

Admissions (J. Dykxhoorn)
Do you have or know a student in grade 8? Still on the fence about joining the TDChristian
community next year? Tuesday, February 15 is the deadline for applicants to take advantage of our
early-bird rate (after February 15 the registration fee goes up from $200 to $350)! Feel free to
connect with VP Joel Dykxhoorn at dykxhoorn@tdchristian.ca if you would like more details or
have questions about the admissions process in general. You belong HERE! 

Volunteer Opportunities Reminder:
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mailto:dykxhoorn@tdchristian.ca


Looking for ways to complete you volunteer hours? Remember to check the Tab called 'Volunteer
Hours' on the TDSplash Page to see some of the opportunities currently needed to be filled.

News from Firehall Thrift (Paul Haffenden)
Hello and Happy New Year volunteers. I hope everyone is well and adjusting to our Canadian
winter.
We re-opened the Thrift Store yesterday, for the first time in 2022. Due to further zoning/planning
issues, our eCommerce showroom hours until the end of February are:
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Yesterday, we had a great day with a number of customers who were very pleased to see us open!
We expect that the business volume will increase via word of mouth until we can officially
announce and advertise our full opening.
We have a small core of regular week day volunteers and continue to look for people who can fill
out shifts, particularly on the following Saturdays:
  Feb. 5 from 9 a.m. to noon
  Feb. 12 from noon to 4 p.m.
  Feb. 19 both shifts
  Feb. 26 both shifts

Please contact me at paul@firehallthrift.ca if you are available for any of the dates.
One final bit of exciting news! Michael Amatulli, who has been a community volunteer for several
months, will be taking on the role of Retail Supervisor. I am sure that everyone will enjoy the
enthusiasm that Michael brings to our team.
Stay warm and safe!

Upcoming Events:

Friday, January 28 & Monday, January 31 – Staff completes semester 1. No school
Tuesday, February 1 – PD Day. No School
Wednesday, February 2 – Staff prep for Semester 2. No school.
Thursday, February 3 – Welcome Back. First day of Semester 2 classes.
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TDChristian High School

Thursday, February 3, 7:30 pm (Thursday Night Speakers Series): A Biblical framework for
human sexuality and where/how sin enters in. You must register online. 
Monday, February 7 – Round Table Meetings for Grades 9 (half the grade), 10 & 11 (half the
grade).
Tuesday, February 8 – Round Table Meetings for Grades 9 (half the grade) & 11 (half the
grade).
Thursday, February 10, 7:30 pm (Thursday Night Speakers Series): Understanding your
digital footprint and appropriate online behavior. You must register online. 
Friday, February 11 - Final report cards for Semester 1 go home with students (date is later
due to COVID).
Tuesday, February 15 at 7 pm – Course Selection Night for all Parents and Guardians via
Zoom (click Guidance link on SplashPage for details).
Thursday, February 17 - (Thursday Night Speakers Series): The prevalence and
pervasiveness of pornography and sexting. You must register online. 
Monday, February 21 – Family Day. No school.
Thursday, February 24- (Thursday Night Speakers Series): The world of gaming, its beauty
and potential pitfalls. You must register online.

Community News:                                                                                       

Black Excellence in STEM Careers and Research (Vaughan Public Libraries Announcement)
Margaret Ikape, PhD candidate at University of Toronto, shares her passion for science, her journey,
and research interests in the fields of Astronomy and Astrophysics on Monday, February 7th at 7:00
pm.  All educators and secondary students are invited to attend this community event.  Please
register on Eventbrite:  Black Excellence in STEM Careers and Research Registration, Mon, 7 Feb
2022 at 7:00 PM | Eventbrite 

Praise & Petition (Evelyn Dengerink & Marg Laswick)

David and Mirim Kim are excited to announce the birth of their daughter Lilianna Sungah
(means 'holy and lovely'). Her three brothers, Nathaniel, Timothy and Noah are pretty
excited too!  We praise God that Lilianna is healthy and doing well.
We are thankful with Judy and Edwin Van Schepen for the safe arrival of their grandson,
Kase Walker Reidstra who was born on January 20. His parents, Hannah and Brent are
doing well; everyone is grateful for the precious gift of new life! 
We extend our heartfelt condolences to the Dreyer family. Seth and Owen’s grandfather,
George Elzinga, passed away last week. We pray for comfort and strength to them and their
extended families. 
First semester is quickly drawing to a close. We are extremely thankful that the majority of it
was in person and that incredible learning took place. Our students have been blessed with
many gifts and talents!  We pray for a good semester break for students and a positive start
to the new semester on February 3, 2022.

Fundraiser:

There are still croquettes left. If you are interested in buying case of 36 precooked beef
croquettes for $50 please contact Marg at the school (marg@tdchristian.ca).
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