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In early February, 64 TD students 
received a brand new Google Nexus 10 
tablet. The students come from three 
classes: Grade 11 English, Grade 11  
New Testament, and Grade 10 Math. 

The tablets are part of a pilot program 
to see how they can best be utilized in our 
mission of educating teens for service in 
the light of God’s Word. Teachers will be 
designing assignments with tablets in mind, 
while students will be providing feedback  
on their experience as users and learners. 
The programs on the tablets are curated by 
TD’s IT department and include educational 
software, productivity apps, communication 
apps, and other apps just for fun. 
 “I think they are a fantastic thing. I’m  
really interested in the possibilities that  
they bring, and it just seems that they add 
a new dimension to what we’re doing,”  
says English teacher Sean Van Eerden.  
TD Technologist Eric Vrieling agrees that  
the use of tablets is a wise step for TD. 
“Printed textbooks are quite expensive 
and often become outdated in only a few 
years. The textbook industry as a whole  
is going digital,” he says.
 If all goes well, the school hopes to roll 
out tablets to more students over time, 
starting this September.
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What does education look like in  
Year 50 of TDChristian High School? 

In this issue of @TD, look for glimpses of the passion  
our staff brings to the task of educating teens for service in the 

light of God’s Word. Read about how they provide students with 
our version of 21st century education—one in which students 

are challenged to collaborate, use technology, complete 
meaningful projects, serve others, present their learning, and 

think deeply about what they’re learning. 

Find out how students are encouraged  
to develop their abilities and inspired to 

share their gifts while experiencing  
the awe and wonder of this world.

William Groot
William Groot has never forgotten the incredible experiences  
and involved teachers he had years ago as a student at TD.  
Little did he know then that years later he’d find himself Principal. 
His desire is for everyone to find a place at TD, and he helps them 
do that by empowering anyone with an idea to bring it to life. 
“My task is to empower staff and students to develop and share 
their passions and talents in all areas of education. I want to  
carve out room for people to lead in their areas of strength and 
for the rest of the school community to encourage, critique, and  
follow them. In this way, we continually learn from each other.”

William spends much of his day with his door open, listening, 
planning, and dreaming; he wouldn’t have it any other way.  
“I want people to share their ideas and passions and then  
determine a way to unleash them on the school. Once things take 
off, I need to get out of the way while continuing to encourage, 
support, and enjoy.”

Tim Bentum
Vice Principal Tim Bentum is excited to be teaching a course in 
Biblical Studies this semester. “It’s important for students to learn 
about the Bible so they can see their place in the ongoing biblical 
story. Once you realize that you are a part of God’s overarching 
plan for redemption, you tend to look at life completely  
differently.”

Tim loves finding new ways to keep students engaged, and 
enjoys the freedom he has to try out new ideas. One idea is to 
connect his course with opportunities to serve others locally.  
“I’m passionate about Biblical Studies because I believe that at 
Christian schools, service must be the curriculum, not an add-on  
to the curriculum. Biblical Studies particularly lends itself to 
service-oriented education.”

Meg Cate
Ask Meg Cate what the most rewarding part of her job is, and she 
has trouble deciding. As our International Student Coordinator, 
Meg helps our international students arrange their stay in Canada. 
Her most important job is to find the right homestay family for 
each student, and then to be a point of contact and resource for 
students as they settle in and adjust to a new country, culture, and 
school. “A highlight for me is watching the international students 
flourish and grow while they’re here,” she says.

In her other job as Financial Assistant, Meg loves making the 
numbers work. The mother of two recent TD grads, she knows the 
financial sacrifices many families make. “The best part of this job 
is finding a way for a family to send their children to Christian 
school when they were concerned about the tuition. I get to help 
make it happen.”

Rod Dengerink
As husband to long-time teacher Evelyn and father of three  
graduates, Rod has been around TD for longer than he cares  
to admit. Three years ago he officially joined our staff as Plant  
Manager, overseeing everything related to our building and 
grounds in a place that is almost unrecognizable from its original 
construction fifty years ago.
 “There’s always momentum at TD. The way spaces are used  
often changes. What I like about my job is the challenge of  
keeping everything running smoothly while planning interesting 
projects for the future.” One project Rod is excited about is TD’s 
purchase of the adjacent fire hall with a view to transforming it  
into learning space and a community theatre. This project is still  
in the early stages, but Rod is already hard at work exploring 
ideas and dreaming big dreams. 
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Marg Laswick
If our school is a family, Marg is mom. She keeps us all organized. 
Students go to her when they need something, if they are sick, or 
just when they need a friendly face to talk to. Just like mom, she’s 
always giving, yet still somehow manages to get her work done 
while being interrupted hundreds of times a day.  
 Keeping track of so many students, parents, alumni, and staff 
isn’t easy, but Marg does it all with a wink and a smile. Ask her 
the most important and meaningful part of her job, and she’ll  
say building relationships with students. “People are so  
interesting, complex, and fun. I am blessed to have a job that 
includes talking as part of its description!”

and move to an unfamiliar country and culture with limited 
knowledge of English. I’m passionate about helping them learn 
English, because learning it is the key to realizing their dream  
of studying in Canada.”
 As part of the Resource team, Liz is a listener, advocate, aid, 
and cheerleader for many students throughout the school.

Richard Peters
There’s a reason drama has always been such a big part of TD.  
It helps students develop confidence, grows their imaginations, 
and builds community as students learn to work together to put 
on a performance. Richard Peters brings years of professional  
experience as an actor, director, and playwright to his drama 
classes and to the immense task of staging drama productions 
every year. According to Richard, a successful drama student  
is one who finishes the course feeling a lot more comfortable  
in their own skin.
 “I love to see kids forget themselves for a few moments and 
rediscover a sense of play and fun without the crippling fear of 
judgment from their peers. I love to see them say things that are 
really important to them, and I love watching them learn to say 
those things in voices that are stronger, louder, more articulate, 
and easier to listen to and understand.”

Kevin Hayward
Students learn music at TD by taking risks in a safe environment. 
Whether it’s in jazz band, concert band, or choir, Kevin Hayward 
sees his students as an “unplayed symphony”: everyone has 
musical potential, and Kevin’s incredible gift is to cultivate that 
raw potential into the wonderful, polished performances we’ve 
witnessed over the years. 
 And what is music to his ears? “To see students create 
something new, to witness their joy in creating a sound on an 
instrument for the first time. To see students make an impact on 
an audience and then be blessed by the feedback they receive. 
To see the students who may not be academically inclined truly 
excel.” 

David Hagen
David Hagen doesn’t like, admire, or appreciate math; he loves  
it. “If you allow yourself to be immersed in the world of  
mathematics, you begin to see the patterns and beauty that  
God has placed in His creation.”
 One of the ways David gets students to share his excitement 
about math is by fully embracing technology to deliver his lessons. 
In the classroom, he uses interactive whiteboards to write out 
notes and solve problems. He also produces his own math videos, 
and uploads the notes and videos to websites he creates for each 
class so students can access them later. “The videos have been 
great,” reports Dave. “If students are having trouble solving a 
math problem, or have missed a class, they can watch the  
video as many times as they need to in order to understand the 
concepts. It frees up so much of my time in the classroom so I  
can help more students as they work through the material.”

Joel Sjaarda
When students first take their seats in Grade 9 Geography, they 
think they know what the course is about. But Joel Sjaarda aspires 
to get his students to dig deeper. “I’m fascinated by the way the 
earth changes over time, the way seasons alter landscapes, and 
the way humans appreciate natural beauty yet often disregard  
it in the name of ‘progress’. Although we have been given the  
cultural mandate, there is a strong tendency for greed to alter  
our motives and infect the way we seek to fulfill the mandate.”
 By asking big questions, exploring current events, and  
producing interesting projects, Joel’s students get to that deeper 
level of understanding. Joel says his favourite thing about 
teaching is “talking to students one-on-one and hearing from 
them about how the things they’re learning are changing 
their perspective or impacting their lives.”
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Anne Vos
Anne Vos joined the staff as our Bookkeeper two years ago. She 
loves being a “numbers person”, but what she is really thrilled 
about is the positive, cooperative atmosphere in which she works. 
 “The best thing about being part of TD’s staff is watching 
teachers who are passionate about their job, care about their 
students, and go the extra mile for them and fellow staff.  I feel 
blessed to be able to work and watch my children flourish in TD’s 
environment. Having children that have struggled through  
elementary school and hated to go, it is wonderful to see them 
thriving or at least happy once they arrive at TD. It speaks  
volumes to me about how different this school is from others.”

Tim Buwalda
When he was a child, Tim Buwalda’s parents worried about all the 
hours of television he watched. Today, as one of our Video Block/
Pulse TV teachers, he finds that his early education has really paid 
off! “Video is all around our students; every day they are getting 
an education in visual storytelling even if they don’t realize it. 
Being able to tell a video story effectively is a hugely important 
skill to possess in our culture—for today, but especially for 
tomorrow.”
 For Tim, the best part about teaching video courses is getting 
his students to create projects that are seen by a real audience, 
which means instant feedback on what worked and what didn’t. 
“Anyone can train to use equipment and follow the grammar  
of filmmaking. To become really good at visual storytelling you 
have to take risks, make a lot of mistakes, and learn from those 
mistakes. You need to see how people react to your work.  
That feedback from an audience can be really scary, but  
ultimately it’s rewarding.”

Liz Sjaarda
Currently, more than 53 of TD’s students are from countries other 
than Canada, including China, Korea, Vietnam, Nigeria, and 
Mexico. For Educational Assistant Liz Sjaarda, her work is about  
inspiring confidence in her international students. “It takes a  
lot of courage for international students to leave their home  
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David Robinson
David’s unquenchable thirst for understanding how things work 
makes him a fascinating teacher. From Physics to World Issues, 
from Engineering to Geology, he’s always exploring, and 
bringing his students along for the adventure. “God’s creation  
is an intricate web of connections. We need to dive in to  
understand our place in it.”

For David, the highlight of his Earth and Space Science course 
is the class’s annual trip to Algonquin Park. “It’s great to get away 
from the city and closer to nature, especially for those students 
who aren’t the camping sort. You can’t get much more authentic 
than paddling a canoe on a cloudless night and learning about 
astronomy in a place where stars and galaxies can actually
be seen.”

June Tenyenhuis
For June, the best way to teach Art is to give students the tools 
and knowledge they need to carry out the projects, and then get 
out of the way. “I love demonstrating techniques, because that’s  
how I share myself as an artist; but the best part of the learning  
is when students learn from each other’s discoveries.”

But teaching Art is even more than helping students become 
more creative and self-expressive. “We live in a visual culture. 
It’s important for students to figure out how to incorporate 
faith-based themes in their art, such as social justice or earth  
stewardship, because all areas of life belong to the Creator.  
That’s what we try to do at TD.”

Ben Freeman
Ben Freeman knows that lots of people talk about caring for 
the environment, but students crave action. It’s the hands-on 
character of Grade 10 Environmental Studies that gets so many 
students excited. “When students are brought outside, they 
automatically want to care for their environment. Many of our 
students each semester have never stood in a creek in their bare 
feet, planted a tree, snowshoed, held a frog, or learned how to 
can apple sauce or salsa. I love seeing them experience all these 
events in Environmental Studies.”

These experiences lead to deeper understanding as each 
student sees how we are physically and spiritually connected to 
the environment. “After learning to identify local birds, students 
suddenly see birds everywhere. And after seeing 5-foot salmon 
in the Humber River, they sign up for shoreline clean-ups;  
it motivates them more than any schoolroom project could. 
Creation care is what I’m most passionate about.”

Cathy VanderHeide
In 1976, Cathy VanderHeide started teaching at TD with a  
passion for working with young people and helping them succeed. 
Thirty-six years later, that hasn’t changed. As head of the Resource  
support program, Cathy has a heart for students who struggle 
with traditional academic learning. She creates learning plans 
for each one and ensures the entire staff is on board to assist 
students in their studies. She liaisons with parents, guidance  
counsellors, and even students’ previous elementary schools 
in order to find the best way to help.

Ask her students: they know that Cathy has their back. “I want 
my students to realize that mistakes are okay, that they’re learning  
opportunities. One of the best parts of learning is finding out 
about yourself and how you fit into the bigger picture; every 
student has something to offer. I really care that students 
experience success in their learning.”

Sean Van Eerden
Sean Van Eerden was born to teach English. He’s a thinker, a 
prodder, a questioner. When he and his students are looking at 
one of the stories we live our lives by, he wants them to ask, 
“But what does this mean?” 

“I’m passionate about literature because it gives students 
an opportunity to enter empathetically into the lives of others. 
Furthermore, looking at the joys and sufferings of another equips  
us to deal with those same issues as they come up in our own 

lives, and assures us that we are not alone, that many have 
walked this road before us.”
 For Sean, the best part of teaching English is the discussions 
with students. “When we begin discussing a novel or a play, a 
whole array of different perspectives comes to the foreground.
It’s interesting to see how many workable theories of truth  
and meaning can exist in such a small cross-section of people.”

Mark Fluit
Mark Fluit knows about the power of music; he knows that every 
student in his Guitar class was compelled to sign up by a certain 
song they couldn’t get out of their head. “The best part about  
Guitar class is that students are so self-motivated. They know the 
end product they want, what the song should sound like, so they 
keep working to get it there. They also challenge each other to  
get better.”
 Not every student will become a skilled guitarist, but what 
Mark really wants is to see each student move from passive
listener to active musician. “It really is about the journey—about 
becoming able to sound good enough to play for their own  
enjoyment and so that someone else would enjoy listening. 
My favourite moment in any Guitar class is when I’m sitting  
beside the student, helping in basic ways, and all of a sudden 
the music sounds just like they want it to sound.”

Bryan Smit & Laurie Martens 
As TD moves more and more into project-based learning, and 
spaces in the school become increasingly multipurpose, there’s  
no question the building can get messy. Fortunately, Bryan Smit  
& Laurie Martens are there to get things back to normal. Both 
graduates of the school, Bryan and Laurie are an important part 
of Team TD. Students and teachers do not always notice the extra  
attention to detail they provide, but so many visitors comment 
on how clean the school is kept. 
 “What I really appreciate about both of them is their positive 
attitude,” says Facilities Manager Rod Dengerink. “They don’t  
complain in what can often be a thankless job, and the school 
looks great.”

Bruce Vrieling
If Bruce Vrieling wasn’t busy enough keeping TD’s network of 
nearly 275 PCs and 40 Macs humming, there’s always some new 
piece of technology that needs to be investigated. That’s why staff, 
students, and even parents flock to Bruce and his brother Eric 
when they need help with anything tech. He sees his job as 
Technologist as working right there, at the intersection of 
technology and people. 
 “Our new tablet pilot project is an example of this,” says 
Bruce. “It required a lot of innovation, with the goal of putting 
something useful and productive into the hands of students. As 
we learn more about using tablets in the classroom, we will be 
able to adapt to the changing needs of the students and staff. 
The dynamics of learning and change ensure that we continue  
to move both people and technology forward.”
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Kevin Godber
For Kevin, the thrill of discovery is what makes science so 
interesting, and what he wants to share with his students. 
“Science should humble us as we delve into the amazing 
complexity and size of God’s creation,” he says. Students in 
Kevin’s classes appreciate his easygoing nature, the enthusiasm 
he puts into his teaching, the interesting projects he thinks up, 
and the encouragement he lavishes on them.
 “My favourite thing in teaching Science is seeing the lights 
come on when students understand a new concept. Of course, 
every time you learn another concept, you discover 10 more 
that you didn’t know existed!”

Marjorie Helder
Marjorie Helder is a planner. Whether it’s in English, Geography, 
or Business Leadership, Marjorie spends a great deal of time 
wrestling with the question, “How can I get my students more 
fully engaged in their learning?” She accomplishes this by 
developing projects and activities that are interesting and creative.  
“My favourite part of teaching is dreaming of possibilities, and 
encouraging and assisting students to find and develop their 
God-given talents and interests.”
 As students become more engaged, their learning goes deeper. 
“It is important for students to learn to develop opinions, 
question ideas, wonder what could be, communicate insights  
and experiences, research information and perspectives, and 
understand others.”

Eric Vrieling
The next time you’re frustrated with a computer problem or 
software issue, think of Eric Vrieling. TD keeps adding more and 
more technology—tablets, wireless networks, info screens—and 
he and his brother Bruce are responsible for making it all work. 
Sorting out the technology issues and requests for 440 students 
and 45 staff members can be daunting; it involves a ton of 
research, testing, dead ends, and often frustration. Yet it’s a task 
Eric takes on with enthusiasm, grace, and determination.
    To Eric, one of the best parts about being a Technologist at 
TD is the opportunity to be involved in a project from the ground 
up. “One of the major technology projects at TD over the past  
18 months has been the ongoing deployment of Edsby, TD’s 
student information system. Working with teachers, students, 
parents, and administrators to make sure that Edsby functions  
the way we want it to is a major part of my job, and something 
that I enjoy.”

Sophie Vandenberg
As a former student, parent of alumni, and past Board member, 
Sophie Vandenberg has seen a lot of TD. But it’s a whole new view 
she gets from her librarian’s desk, smack dab in the middle of  
the action.
 “The library is a great physical space. Relocating it to a  
high-traffic spot was a brilliant move; it means that a great  
number of staff, students, and others move through and make  
use of the space in a given day. It’s bright and inviting, with large 
windows that create a  wonderful connection to the field and 
woods behind the school. Unlike the quiet libraries of the past,  
the TD library today is usually buzzing with youthful energy.”
 Sophie uses her own youthful energy to keep the library a 
warm and inviting space. What does she really appreciate about 
the school? “Creativity is encouraged, innovation is nurtured, 
and new endeavours are supported. This means there’s always 
something new and interesting going on around the school—like 
the Sound of Music Show Period this past fall, The Pulse TV show 
created by Grade 9 students, or the Photography course that  
was recently launched after students suggested the idea to  
administration. It all makes for a very life-giving environment.”

Matt Heinbuch
When Matt Heinbuch thinks back to his high school days, many  
of his best memories involve a sports field or a gym. That’s why 
nothing makes him happier than seeing dozens of moving,  
energetic teens fill the gym every lunch period. Unfortunately, 
most of the statistics surrounding teens and sedentary lifestyles 
today are scary. For Matt, this makes teaching Phys Ed more  
important than ever. “Students need to learn how vital it is to take 
care of their body by eating right, staying active, and developing 
healthy life habits. They also learn, early on, how interconnected 
our mind, body, and soul are. What they learn in this course can 
affect them for the rest of their lives.”
 Matt’s passion for sports extends beyond his classes. He’s a 
coach, he plays alongside students in the school’s intramural ice 
hockey league, and he’s the school’s Athletic Director. “For teens, 
school can be stressful. What I love about sports at TD is that 
students can have fun and enjoy playing together in a positive  
environment.”
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Rachael Weening
Haiti. The Dominican Republic. Belize and Honduras. As our 
intrepid International Block teacher, Rachael Weening loves  
that moment when her students realize how much more can  
be accomplished when individuals work as a team.
 “Teams can do powerful things. Teams create places for people 
who sometimes don’t otherwise have a place. Teams create 
situations where people do things that surprise them—and me.”
 Rachael finds the International Block Trip life-shaping for her  
students, because they’re dropped into a totally different culture 
and encounter situations they’d never face at home. “It always 
fascinates me how little students know about the world outside 
our North American borders. We cannot assume that what we  
see when we open our door, and what we eat off our plates, is 
a world commonality. I love watching the resiliency of students  
as they seek to overcome obstacles and accomplish goals 
without the comforts and normalcies of home.”

John Templeton
After the school bell has rung at the end of the day, you’ll often 
find John Templeton still in his classroom, offering extra math 
help to anyone who wants or needs it. It’s that willingness to go 
the extra mile that shows his students how much he wants them 
to understand. And to John, understanding goes far deeper than 
achieving a high mark. 
 “Mathematics is a beautiful discipline of inquiry which I love 
teaching. It is incredibly useful to our technological society, of 
course, but as a Christian it’s not the utility of mathematics that  
I love; inside the structure of math we often find results that point 
at the infinite, and that’s what leaves me awestruck. For me, math 
points at God, and I am amazed. I hope to share even a small 
sense of that amazement with my students.”

MARJORIE HELDER

E-block students in their  
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Joel Westerhof
Ask English students what they appreciate about Joel Westerhof’s 
teaching, and the two most frequent answers are his sense of 
humour and his friendly nature. Dig a little deeper and you’ll hear 
how much they appreciate the way Joel pulls back the curtain on 
our culture to expose the dangers of simply going along with the 
flow.
 One example of this, and Joel’s favorite part of the course, is 
the unit on advertising. “We live in an increasingly media-driven 
world saturated with marketing messages, most of which are 
designed to operate below the threshold of consciousness. Since 
you can’t be hypnotized if you don’t want to be, it’s important 
for students to become aware of the manipulative techniques 
of advertising, its implicit values, and its distorted ideals of beauty 
and gender. If students are more conscious of these things, they’re 
less likely to capitulate to marketing exhortations to consume 
mindlessly. In class we watch a lot of YouTube and ad images that, 
when blown up on a screen and analyzed closely, are often clearly 
inappropriate, yet they are widely available to students 
on billboards and in magazines.”

Alice Vanderkooy
Alice Vanderkooy loves the rewards that learning French 
delivers. “I am passionate about helping students grow in their 
appreciation of the complexity of language. It is not about 
vocabulary or grammar but about culture and communication, and 
the richness that learning another language brings to the lives of 
those who struggle through the process and find opportunities 
to use it.”

“When learning French, you begin to understand how complex 
language is, how beautifully it is constructed, how speaking to 
others in their language opens doors of appreciation and  
communication, how you do not have to be perfect in a language 
to reach out to others. As well, students will hopefully develop 
some empathy and be welcoming to those who are in the  
process of learning the English language, at school and in 
their broader communities.”

Phil Vriend
“After 25 years of teaching high school English, I’m now a 
Photography teacher, too. Over the years I’ve shot tens of 
thousands of pictures. I’m not particularly selective about subjects: 
a bug on a twig, a hawk on a wire, a rusty saw in a leather hand, 
a woman, a man, a fish, a bicycle—all good. I love to snap up the  
essence of a moment: a face revelling, my dog leaping into big sky 
(I love my dog; he’s people), my kids (I love them, too) launching 
themselves into a shimmering lake, athletes driving hard to the 
net or hoop, brides and grooms lurching onto the dance floor. 
If I can capture the beauty or truth or pathos or loss or motion 
or innocence or grit I see, then I’m happy. And when one of my 
students tells a moving story with a simple image, or expresses 
the essence of spirit or character, I am thrilled. When another one 
opens an artful eye, develops a new technical skill, or produces 
and proudly shares a sublime shot, I know I’m in the right place.”

Judy Van Schepen
Judy doesn’t need words to explain how passionate she is about 
biology; the evidence is found in every corner of her classroom. 
It’s a room that encourages discovery.

“Biology is about life itself. It’s the beauty of the work of the 
Creator as seen in the study of living things, and how they 
actually work is such a wonderful thing. The whole process is 
beyond words because it is so exciting!”

For Judy, the best part about teaching Biology is passing her 
passion on to her students. For truly understanding the majestic 
design of creation, nothing is as memorable for students as 
dissection. “During dissection they’re exploring, documenting, 
making connections. The learning during dissection is fantastic!”

Jerry Klompmaker
“It’s unlike anything else I have ever taught!” That’s quite a 
statement from someone who’s taught such a wide variety of 
subjects as Jerry Klompmaker. Grade 9 Astronomy is the class 
he can’t wait to get to every day because of the awe he and his 
students experience as they encounter the wonder and vastness 
of the universe. “In the field of astronomy, discoveries are being 
made every day. Old ideas are refined, new ideas are debated, but 
overall our brains are stretched and we become more rooted in 
the cosmos. Astronomy enhances our view of God, ourselves, 
and creation.”
 For Jerry, his favourite thing about teaching Astronomy is 
“showing Hubble images and actually viewing the amazing stars, 
galaxies, and nebulae. I love having students present to us what 
they love about space and the universe.”

John Terpstra
It can be easy for high school students to wear a mask or hide  
behind a pair of headphones. With each student in his Perspectives  
(New Testament & World Religions) class, John Terpstra is  
determined to go beyond the surface to connect with the real 
person underneath. His gift is forming authentic relationships. 
Students soon realize how much he cares about them; this creates 
a safe atmosphere for some of the most incredibly honest and 
important discussions they will encounter in high school. 
 “It’s important for students to learn about world views and 
perspectives so that they can become dedicated followers of Jesus 
Christ, citizens of the Kingdom of God, and loving neighbours 
to the people around them. My hope for students is that they can 
passionately follow Christ and exemplify His Word without falling 
into the two extremist traps of Christian living: rejection of those 
who live lives contrary to the will of God on the one hand, 
and on the other, acceptance of all ideologies to the point of  
abandoning truth. In short, we study so that we may understand, 
seek common ground, develop love, and live powerfully in the 
world without becoming conformed to it.”

Patricia Ootjers
Since arriving as an Educational Assistant in 2007, Patricia Ootjers 
has assisted students in a variety of subjects in many different 
teachers’ classrooms.  This gives her a view that many other  
adults never get to see. “Every teacher has their own style. The 
teachers have passion for their courses, subjects, and students, 
and I can’t help but let that passion rub off on me. Even if I’ve 
been through a course several times, I get excited about what 
they are teaching every year!”
 Always upbeat, Patricia passes that excitement for learning on 
to her students, and is quick to celebrate their victories. “Nothing 
is as satisfying as watching those light-bulb moments when kids 
get stuff.”
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JOEL WESTERHOF
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JERRY KLOMPMAKER

JOHN TERPSTRA

PATRICIA OOTJERS

Team TD

To learn more about  
Team TD, read their bios on 
www.tdchristian.ca.



Harry Huyer
The sound of the hand saw; the aroma of freshly cut wood; 
the feel of running your hands over a finely sanded curve. These 
physical pleasures still draw teenagers to Wood Shop in 2013.
For carpenter and teacher Harry Huyer, you just can’t beat the 
simple yet profound life lessons learned by working with wood.
 “In woodworking, I am amazed at the rich beauty in something 
we do not make but simply harvest. I think it’s important that 
students become aware of the beauty of this gift of God as they 
develop their skills. I find it richly rewarding to help them in their 
struggle and to share in their joy of discovery and the mastery  
 of skills.”

Cathy Kalverda
Our Guidance department strives to support our students in 
every way possible. Counsellor Cathy Kalverda, an alumna of 
TDChristian, comes in once a week to meet individually with 
students who need someone to talk with or have been referred
by a staff member or parent.
 “My passion is providing a safe place for others to have a 
voice. All of us have times when we feel unheard or misunder-
stood, when we ourselves do not know what to do or how to feel 
about situations, circumstances, or ourselves. Few things can give 
me as much satisfaction as being able to provide that safe place 
for someone,” says Cathy.
 “My favourite part of my job is hearing other people’s stories. 
It is a privilege to be in a place of trust where I may share a 
moment in someone else’s life and walk alongside them for a 
time. It has taught me a lot about the resiliency of the human per-
son and also about how amazing God is: he shows up so often! It  
has been a faith-building experience for me.”   

Fran Joosse
Fran Joosse has always been curious about how other people live. 
This suits her well for teaching French: she gives her students a 
doorway into another culture. “To learn another language is an 
act of love,” she explains. “It provides a glimpse of our world 
through lenses of a different colour. What a wonderful way to 
experience diversity!”
 What Fran loves most about teaching French is the community 
that develops inside her classroom. Studying a different culture 
helps classmates become more open to sharing their own 
opinions and worldviews. “Learning French encourages 
conversation, which provides opportunities for students to share 
their stories with each other. We can delve into any subject area 
we wish... et discute-le en français!”

David Kim
David Kim loves to learn. He finds biology fascinating because 
there are always new discoveries about the intricacies and 
complexities of God’s creation. He enjoys designing projects and  
planning activities to help students experience the awesomeness 
of that creation.
 “The best part about learning biology is coming to a deeper 
understanding and appreciation not only of life in general, but 
also of our own bodies, and how we are truly ‘fearfully and 
wonderfully made’ by a loving Creator,” says David. “For me, 
the highlight of teaching Biology at TD has to be the hands-on 
dissections that we do, including frogs, rats, and pigs. Most  
students absolutely love the experience.”

Vivian Templeton
At first, students worry about how they’ll ever get through such 
a heavy subject as Chemistry. But with her quick wit and creative 
mind, Vivian Templeton makes learning interesting and fun. Her  
intentional and patient approach helps her students appreciate 
the wonder that is Chemistry.
 Vivian is passionate about her field because it’s an ever-expand-
ing one. There’s always more to learn, and that suits her just fine.
 “Studying the elements and their interactions reveals patterns 
and amazing order: evidence of the Creator’s perfect design. It is 
amazing that such small changes in molecular structure can have 
such immense effects at the macroscopic level.”

Evelyn Dengerink
Some students know exactly what they’d like to do after high 
school; others have no idea. The remainder are somewhere in the 
middle, but all of them have questions. It is the task of Guidance 
counsellors like Evelyn Dengerink to assist students with their 
present paths and future goals. It can be a challenging job, but 
for Evelyn it is ultimately a rewarding one.
 “I love working with the students one-on-one, discussing their 
strengths and struggles, the topics or subjects they love studying, 
and their future plans; it’s interesting to research options 
or ideas together and design  
a pathway to reach their goals.  
I feel good about my work  
when students feel supported  
in their learning at TD and in  
their quest to find the ‘right’  
program for their learning  
style, interests, and goals.  
Many times it’s as simple  
as a ‘Thanks for helping me’  
that tells me I’m doing a  
good job.”
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Richard Vanderkloet
From the way he leads staff devotions, Richard Vanderkloet has 
become known to his colleagues as a master storyteller. In his 
History classes, his students love how he makes the stories of the 
past come alive. “I love sharing the stories,” he reports, “but even 
more, I love leading my students to step up from individual stories 
to the big picture, from isolated incidents to an integrated whole.”
 Richard works hard to relate the material to his students’ lives. 
“I think students need to see history as a mirror of themselves; 
their study of history ought to reveal something significant about 
themselves.” The best part about teaching History, he says,  
is sharing the human condition with his students. “Without be-
coming naive about the human potential for evil, history  
does bear witness to genuine progress, for which we must be  
thankful.”

Joni Knibbe
Only 26 letters in the alphabet, yet millions of possibilities. Joni 
Knibbe has always been passionate about the English language, 
books, reading, and ideas. This serves her well as she assists 
students in Literacy and Learning Strategies. Joni thrives on the 
challenge of helping students understand concepts they are  
struggling with. She wants them to feel the power of words.
 “The best thing about these courses for students is that they 
learn to become better at expressing themselves, to communicate 
properly, and to be understood. The best thing for me about my 
work is building a rapport with my students and seeing them 
develop and progress.”

Antoniette Guilizia
There are some people who love to be served. Antoniette Guilizia 
delights in serving others. Every day, Antoniette is a whirlwind of 
activity as she feeds a large crowd of hungry teenagers and staff 
in the School Store. She takes very seriously her mission to provide 
great food at affordable prices.
 “My favourite thing in my job is to teach students the basics  
of cooking so that one day when they’re on their own or have  
a family, they’ll be able to cook and take care of themselves. 
People are so busy nowadays that home cooking has fallen by the 
wayside and families aren’t eating together enough. The students 
I’ve had the privilege of teaching these techniques to are amazed 
that cooking is relatively easy, and that it can be so much fun. It’s 
great to see their accomplishments and watch them grow.”



4 Alumni 

News 
    tdAttention Alumni!
Please keep us posted 
regarding reunions, marriages, 
births, career moves, and any 
other important milestones. 
Simply email alumni@
tdchristian.ca. Don’t worry  
if you’re late in reporting  
– we’re still interested!

• Births
•	 Darren	and	Evelyn	(Prins,	

07)	Hoekstra	were	blessed	
on	October	30,	2012	with	
the	birth	of	their	son	
Ronan	Gerard.

SOUND OF MUSIC:
In	December,	audiences	totalling	more	than	2,000	took	in	
spectacular	performances	of	TD’s	production	of	The Sound 
of Music.	Many	of	the	students	involved	in	its	staging,	from	
Grades	9	through	12,	were	part	of	a	special	drama	and	
production	course	called	Show	Period,	inaugurated	this	year.

TD ON TV:
Students	from	TD’s	Grade	10	Environmental	Block	class	were	
interviewed	on	camera	as	part	of	a	CBC	News	story	on	their	
participation	in	student	budget	consultations	to	the	Honourable	
Jim	Flaherty,	federal	Minister	of	Finance.	The	story	aired	on		
CBC	National	News	in	late	December.

INTERNATIONAL BLOCK:
On	Thursday,	February	21,	a	team	of	21	senior	students	and	
teacher	Rachael	Weening	left	on	an	eight-week	service	and	
learning	trip	to	the	Dominican	Republic.	Six	chaperones,	all		
of	them	TD	alumni	and	almost	all	veterans	of	the	trip,	are	also		
living	and	working	alongside	the	students.

HOCKEY NIGHT IN  
WOODBRIDGE:
In	February,	youthful	energy		
triumphed	over	experience		
when	the	TD	Students	soundly		
defeated	the	TD	Alumni	Squad		
7	to	0	in	the	50th	Anniversary		
Alumni	Hockey	Game.	Despite		
the	rather	lopsided	score,	it		
was	a	wonderful	night	for	all.

MARCH BREAK TRIPS:
Thirteen	students,	accompanied		
by	staff	members	Marg	Laswick		
and	Joel	Westerhof,	travelled		
to	Belize	for	a	service	trip		
during	March	Break.	Another		
group	of	students	went	on	the		
Canadian	Battlefields	Trip		
with	teachers	Alice	Vanderkooy		
and	Richard	Vanderkloet,		
visiting	sites	in	France,	Belgium,		
and	Holland.
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Help Celebrate  TD@50
Spring Concert, April 30 
The	Spring	Concert	will	be	held	at	the	Richmond	Hill		
Performing	Arts	Centre	on	Tuesday,	April	30	at	7	pm.	Hear		
current	and	former	students	raise	the	roof	in	a	mix	of	solos,	
band	pieces,	and	choir	performances.	Tickets	are	available		
now	on	a	first-come,	first-served	basis.	Simply	email	concert@
tdchristian.ca	with	your	name,	the	number	of	tickets	required,	
and	whether	you	want	to	pick	them	up	in	advance	at	the		
school	or	at	the	door	on	the	night	of	the	concert.

Grandparents’ Day, May 9
Grandparents’	Day	honours	the	people	who	continue	to		
support	our	students	and	our	school	long	after	their	own	
children	have	completed	their	high	school	careers.	On	May	9,	
all	“grand-friends”	and	grandparents	are	invited	to	visit	over	
a	cup	of	coffee	and	some	delectable	goodies.	Accompany	your	
grandchildren	to	their	classes,	and	spend	quality	time	with	
them	during	lunch.

Open House, Former Teachers’  
Luncheon, and Presentations  
of Learning Day, May 31
Everyone’s	invited	on	Friday,	May	31	to	drop	in	and	observe		
students	and	teachers	at	work	in	the	classrooms;	in	many,		
students	will	be	presenting	their	work.	Come	back	to	TD	and	
reminisce	about	how	you	used	to	walk	the	halls	and	where	your	
locker	used	to	be.	Experience	what	it’s	like	to	BE	@	TD	in	2013.		
All	former	staff	members	(RSVP	to	iusedtobe@tdchristian.ca)		
are	also	invited	to	come	by	the	school	on	this	day	and	enjoy		
a	special	luncheon.

Open House & Evening Gala, June 1
On	Saturday,	June	1	bring	the	whole	family	for	a	fun	and	casual	
Open	House	day.	Visit	the	classrooms	and	notice	how	much	the	
building	has	changed	over	the	last	50	years.	Check	out	our		
open-concept	library,	atrium,	and	other	innovative	spaces,	and	
enjoy	the	student	artwork	gracing	the	halls.	
	 The	Evening	Gala	is	the	event	of	the	(half)	century!	It	starts		
at	5	pm	and	costs	only	$25	per	ticket.	Catch	up	with	former		
classmates	and	teachers	over	sumptuous	food	at	a	stand-up	
catered	reception,	then	enjoy	a	special	program	of	celebration	
accompanied	by	dessert.	Book	your	tickets	by	emailing	gala@
tdchristian.ca	today!

Fifty Stories for Fifty Years 
Read	all	the	“Fifty	for	Fifty”	stories	we’ve	collected	so	far		
online	at	www.tdchristian.ca.	Or	write	your	own	story	in	300		
to	400	words,	telling	us	how	TD	impacted	your	life	and		
what’s	happened	to	you	since	high	school.	Email	it	to	knibbe@
tdchristian.ca	and	Debbie	(Smith)	Sawczak,	Class	of	77,	will	do		
a	great	job	of	editing	it.	

TD Archive Request
Got	any	historic	TD	items	sitting	on	a	shelf?	We’d	love	your		
help	in	filling	out	our	archives.	We	are	looking	for	any	TD	
clothing	from	bygone	years,	TD	yearbooks	from	1965-74,		
photos,	videos,	school	literature,	and	writing	anthologies	such	
as	Phoenix.	If	you	are	willing	to	donate	any	of	these	items,	
drop	them	off	or	email	archives@tdchristian.ca.

TD Falcon Around The World
We’re	sending	our	beloved	TD	Falcon	mascot	around	the	world.	
If	you’re	a	current	family	or	alumni,	and	travelling	to	or	living	
somewhere	exotic	(outside	Ontario	counts	as	exotic!),	take	a	
picture	of	yourself	and	our	falcon.	See	all	the	photos	and		
get	more	details	from	the	link	at	www.tdchristian.ca.

Marg Laswick lands 
the TD Falcon in Haiti

Alumni action  
around the net
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•	 Ben	(02)	and	Kayla	
Sikkema	had	a	baby	boy,	
August	Leon,	on	October	31,	
2012.	He	is	also	welcomed	
by	big	sister	Sienna.

•	 Chris	(01)	and	Rachel	
deWinter	were	blessed	
with	their	first	child,	Nora	
Christine,	November	27,	

	 2012.	They	live	in	St	
Catharines,	where	Chris		
is	Pastor	of	Trinity	CRC.

•	 Tyler	and	Lauren	
(Goodhoofd,	00)	McMillan	
welcome	Everly	Danae,	
born	December	6,	2012.

•	 Derek	and	Amanda	Pitman	
(05)	welcome	Clementine	
Summer	Pitman,	born	
February	10,	2013.




