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William's Words of the Week:
By William Groot, Principal
Now is about the time that the Art and STEM hallway comes
alive. The first projects are pinned on the display boards or
placed on the display tables. I am captivated by the work
students have done and appreciative of their learning as they
practice techniques and hone their talents.
The pixel portrait (top) is an assignment in which students
practice seeing and sketching the range of tones they see in
a subject. Each square has a different tone. It is when one
steps back from the drawing that the different tones on the
face are best viewed and the artist’s prowess comes to the
fore.
In the ensuing assignment, as demonstrated in the vase,
students take what they have learned about tone and apply it
to a new subject. They focus on tonal range to develop
contrast. A key and challenging part of the task is to use an
eraser as much as the charcoal to emphasize the subject’s
form. Adding and taking away repeatedly until the project is
complete in the eyes of the artist.
The next two steps will be for students to make a white paper
hat and then make a charcoal self-portrait of themselves
wearing it. Why a paper hat? If they can capture the tones
and textures accurately in a white hat, the drawn hat actually
looks like real paper. They will have shown what they have
learned with respect to tone, contrast, and form.
And then, the final questions: How and why do artists create
self-portraits? What about selfies? What are the similarities
and differences? How does each allow us to see or show
ourselves? These are important queries for teenagers to
discuss, ponder, and debate. It is in thinking about what we
do and by expressing it that we learn about ourselves,
others, and our relationships to God, neighbours, and self.
At TDChristian, this depth of learning, whether smooth or
uneven, straightforward or painstaking, is what we desire for
our students (and ourselves)!

With thanks to Mr. Matt Brown, our Art Teacher, who helped
me understand the pedagogy behind the art and to Julia and
Iwinosa, art students whose portrait and vase are shown.

NEWS from the Ministry of Education today about AFTER March Break…

The following are excerpts communicated to us by the Ministry of Education just past 2:30 p.m.
today. The most important thing as we transition to another way of conducting school is to have
room for others. This is a BIG change that will require us to be empathetic, thoughtful, and caring.

Effective March 21, 2022
In alignment with community masking requirements, masks will no longer be required for students,
staff and visitors in schools and on student transportation.
We know that students and staff may choose to continue to wear masks at times, or consistently for
the remainder of the school year. We encourage school boards and schools to promote respectful,
welcoming and inclusive practices and communications within their school communities.
A reminder that under current federal travel requirements, upon return from international travel,
individuals must, wear a mask at all times when in public spaces (including schools and child care),
maintain a list of all close contacts for your first 14 days in Canada, and monitor yourself for signs
and symptoms of COVID-19.

https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/exemptions


Cohorting and distancing will no longer be required in schools. Assigned seats and cohorting will
no longer be required in student transportation.
Shared spaces, such as libraries, tech labs, theatres and music rooms can be fully utilized without
distancing. Programs across grades, such as reading buddies, can return. Limitations on in-person
gatherings and assemblies will also be removed; therefore, schools can plan and host in-person
events (e.g., proms, graduation ceremonies, and assemblies).
Schools … should plan and implement measures to allow students to congregate, including
removing cohorting/zoning at recess, reconfiguring learning spaces to allow students to sit in
groupings and/or circles, and to facilitate peer conversation and collaboration, both during class
and lunch periods.
Staff and students should continue to self-screen every day before attending school using either
the COVID-19 school and child care screening tool, or a screening tool designated by the local
public health unit. (TDChristian will advise as we work with York Region Public Health as local
public health units may designate a commensurate or more restrictive screening tool for local use.)

Remaining Health and Safety Measures in Schools for the 2021-22 School Year
Appropriate hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette should continue to be promoted and integrated
throughout the school day.
Schools … are encouraged to continue with enhanced cleaning protocols.
To continue ongoing monitoring of COVID-19 impacts, schools will continue to report absenteeism
rates to public health units should they rise to a defined level (approximately 30% above their
baseline).
Schools should continue to have protocols in place to manage ill individuals while at school. As a
reminder, anyone who is sick or has any new or worsening symptoms of illness should stay home
until their symptoms are improving for 24 hours (or 48 hours for nausea, vomiting, and/or diarrhea)
and should seek assessment from their health care provider if needed

Upcoming Events:

Friday, March 11 to Monday, March 21 – March Break! See you Tuesday, March 22.
Tuesday, March 29, 9 am – Pastor/Youth Pastor Breakfast at TDChristian. Details in an
upcoming ScreenShot. 

For the complete school calendar look at tdchristian.ca/calendar

Parent/Guardian Volunteer Hour Opportunities:

1. From the Auction Committee (another way to earn parent/guardian volunteer hours) The
TDChristian Online Auction is BACK! Last year TD launched its auction platform. It was a
great success – in part because it worked so well as a platform, in part because it brought
the community together for an online event, in part because it raised valuable funds for the
school, and in part because it was so much fun. The Committee is looking for volunteers to
help make the auction a great success again! At this time, we need Auction Item Canvassers
who would help us identify potential auction item donors/donations. For information on the
role and how you can earn parent/guardian volunteer hours, email auction@tdchristian.ca.   
             

2. Firehall Thrift Volunteers Needed: Parents, Guardians and/or Students.

            Thanks for those who are already volunteering! Did you know Firehall Thrift is open
Tuesdays               through Saturdays?
             
            We have specific needs for parent or guardian volunteers:
            Saturdays: 1 until 5 p.m.
            Weekdays (choose a day): 1 until 5 p.m.
            Choose a shift once a week, every other week or once a month.

             We have specific needs for student volunteers from 2:30 to 5 p.m. every day of the week.
             You can get all 40 of your hours by volunteering 16 times!

             Call or text 647-945-3273 or email info@firehallthrift.ca

LET'S MAKE IT HAPPEN!

School Life (J. Dykxhoorn)
On Thursday, March 3rd we celebrated the talents of TDChristian students at our Talent Night.
There were over 120 people in attendance to enjoy a great show that included many musical acts

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/
http://www.tdchristian.ca/calendar
mailto:info@firehallthrift.ca


both live and submitted by video. Special thanks to our two student MC's Rafael and Shane.
Another special thanks to Mr. Klompmaker, Mr. Kim, and Mr. Hayward for taking the lead on
planning the event, running auditions, and providing excellent technical support. Of course, a big
thanks also goes to our staff for the many ways they also helped to make this event possible.
On Friday, March 4th the Intramural Hockey Tournament took place at the CAA Centre in Brampton.
It was a really fun day of hockey and community. Congrats to Team Green for taking home the
trophy. Thank you to Mr. Vrieling x2 for organizing the intramural program for another season, and
to the staff members who participate in the program as well! 
Clubs @TDChristian will begin again after March Break. We have over 45 club offerings for our
students this semester! We look forward to the many different experiences our students will have in
these different areas of interest. We are thankful for our teachers who offer time and expertise with
our students as they develop their talents and passions, or spend time catching up on their school
work. 

Admissions (J. Dykxhoorn)
The pandemic has really demonstrated the importance of COMMUNITY and ADAPTABILITY.
Consider sending your son or daughter to TDChristian High School next year. Amazing facilities.
Dynamic classes. Caring teachers. Above all, incredible opportunities to learn for service in the
light of God's word. Remember, our early bird deadline is February 15. For details go to
tdchristian.ca/admissions or email admissions@tdchristian.ca today. 

Praise & Petition (Evelyn Dengerink & Marg Laswick)

Praise the Lord that the days are getting longer and spring is around the corner. Sunlight
and warmer temperatures bring hope for a bright tomorrow!
Please pray for a restful March break for all students and staff and for safe travels for those
who are venturing away from home. 
Course selections were due last week. We pray that students are excited to see what the
future holds in the coming year. Please keep in mind our grade 12 students as they begin to
hear from universities and colleges in regards to acceptances. Decisions can be stressful;
we pray for direction and peace.

http://www.tdchristian.ca/admissions
mailto:admissions@tdchristian.ca
https://app.flipgive.com/teams/join?joincode=L2HTJW
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