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William's Words of the Week:
By William Groot, Principal
At TDChristian, we endeavour to enfold students in our school community, engage them in
learning, and empower them to serve God and others by, in, and through what they have
learned.

Alice Vanderkooy, pictured here with 2017 graduate, Greg Hoornweg, believed strongly in
learning that involved rich experiences, such as Quebec Trips for French classes (she
organized 27 of them during her time as a teacher and guidance counsellor from 1987 to
2017) and significant projects (such as the Canadian board shown in which students shared
their cultural backgrounds as part of Grade 9 French). Everyone is an important piece of the
puzzle. We fit together. Ms. Vanderkooy believed that and practised it.

Alice went to be with her faithful Lord and Saviour on the morning of March 17, after a brave,
3+ year fight with cancer. Many of us, at TDChristian, will miss her. Former students and
parents sent or posted over 16 pages of memories and words to share with her family. If you
still wish to write something, send it to info@tdchristian.ca. We will pass it on for you.

Today, I share with you two beautiful gifts that Ms. Vanderkooy has provided TDChristian.

The first is a video recorded in June 2021 for TDChristian’s Relay for Life event. It can be
found at www.youtube.com/watch?v=RWWqKY_WaAY. In five-and-a-half minutes she shares
a genuine and honest account of her cancer journey and her future hope. Viewing it will give
you a window into who she was.

The second gift is a fund we announce today after her death, at her request. In March 2021,
she initiated the Project Fund for Deserving TDChristian Initiatives. It promotes the rich and
deep learning Ms. Vanderkooy adopted, supported, and practiced with her students. Twice a
year, teachers will make written proposals for the use of a portion of the funds for an initiative
that enhances students’ learning through experiences or projects.
Her hope, as noted in the actual description, is that others may contribute to this fund so that
rich and deep learning may continue to be supported at TDChristian. To learn more and/or to
contribute to this fund in memory of Alice, visit www.tdchristian.ca/alice.

Finally, the Celebration of Life service held for Ms. Vanderkooy, is found at
www.fellowshipetobicoke.com/podcasts/worship/2022-03-25-celebration-of-life-service-for-
alice-vanderkooy-march-28-2022.
 

TDChristian High School
377 Woodbridge Avenue
Woodbridge, ON
905.851.1772
info@tdchristian.ca
TDChristian.ca

Upcoming Events:

School spring sports are beginning! Check Screen Shot’s Athletics link for ALL the
information!
April 8: Ms. Wells-Jopling's Grade 12 English class will be visiting the Art Gallery of Ontario
on Friday, April 8. They will leave school at 9:00 a.m. and arrive back at 2:00 p.m.
May 26: Spring Music Concert (tentative – more in the next Screen Shot) 7 p.m.

For the complete school calendar look at tdchristian.ca/calendar

Parent/Guardian Volunteer Hour Opportunities:

1. From the Auction Committee (another way to earn parent/guardian volunteer hours) The
TDChristian Online Auction is BACK! Last year TD launched its auction platform. It was a
great success – in part because it worked so well as a platform, in part because it brought
the community together for an online event, in part because it raised valuable funds for the
school, and in part because it was so much fun. The Committee is looking for volunteers to
help make the auction a great success again! At this time, we need Auction Item Canvassers
who would help us identify potential auction item donors/donations. For information on the
role and how you can earn parent/guardian volunteer hours, email auction@tdchristian.ca.   
             

2. Firehall Thrift Volunteers Needed: Parents, Guardians and/or Students.

            Thanks for those who are already volunteering! Did you know Firehall Thrift is open
Tuesdays               through Saturdays?
             
            We have specific needs for parent or guardian volunteers:
            Saturdays: 1 until 5 p.m.
            Weekdays (choose a day): 1 until 5 p.m.
            Choose a shift once a week, every other week or once a month.

             We have specific needs for student volunteers from 2:30 to 5 p.m. every day of the week.
             You can get all 40 of your hours by volunteering 16 times!

             Call or text 647-945-3273 or email info@firehallthrift.ca

LET'S MAKE IT HAPPEN!

School Life (J. Dykxhoorn)
Clubs have started again at TDChristian. We are pleased to offer over 40 different club options to
our students. From Scuba club to Nintendo club, Fitness club to Writers' Guild, there is a club for
everyone at TDChristian! We are thankful for our teachers who offer time and expertise with our
students as they develop their talents and passions, or spend time catching up on their school
work.
To find out more about clubs, keep an eye out for the next episode of "The Pulse" that will hopefully
air next week as part of our Easter assembly!

On Tuesday, March 29, TDChristian hosted a breakfast to many pastors and church leaders in our
school community. There was delicious food, an informative student panel, a time for small group
discussions, and many of our students highlighted some of their learning. Thank you to the Improv
team, Senior Art Class, Business students, and more that showcased their work. TDChristian
continues to put an emphasis on working together with our local churches to partner with them in
our mission of having all of our students Learn for Service in the Light of God's Word. 

Admissions (J. Dykxhoorn)
The pandemic has really demonstrated the importance of COMMUNITY and ADAPTABILITY.
Consider sending your son or daughter to TDChristian High School next year. Amazing facilities.
Dynamic classes. Caring teachers. Above all, incredible opportunities to learn for service in the
light of God's word. Do you know someone who's family should be part of TDChristian? Send them
to tdchristian.ca/admissions or email admissions@tdchristian.ca today. 

Praise & Petition (Evelyn Dengerink & Marg Laswick)

Sadly, we say good-bye to Mr. Ryan Neville who is moving with his family to North Bay to
begin a new job with the North Bay District School Board. Although his stay at TDChristian
was short he made a difference in the lives of his students.
We welcome Mr. Darnell Samuels who will be teaching Bible 10, English 10, and
Anthropology, Psychology, and Sociology 11 for the remainder of the school year. We pray
he feels at home quickly!
We pray for comfort for the Van Schepen family as Etty Van Schepen (Judy Van Schepen’s
mother-in-law) went to be with her Lord on March 22, 2022. Etty was a beloved mother,
grandmother and great-grandmother. The memorial service was held yesterday in Trenton.
On Monday evening, March 28, Alice Vanderkooy’s family and friends celebrated her life
together. Alice impacted many lives during her time as a teacher and guidance counsellor
at TDCH. Her legacy continues as she has set up the Transforming Education Award
through EduDeo and the TDChristian Deserving Initiatives Fund.
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