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If you want to know what makes 
TDChristian tick, get to know 
its people. While the school has 
benefited from the outstanding 
leadership of Principal Ren Siebenga
over the past 17 years, he is the first
to point out that TDChristian is a
team effort. Bringing together a 
wide range of skills, gifts, and 
passions, the entire TD staff works 
to breathe life into the school’s 
mission of educating teens for 
service in the light of God’s Word. 

Read on to meet the remarkable 
individuals that make up 
the TD team.  

Team TD
Breathing Life into 
the School’s Mission
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Ren Siebenga
Born and raised in Alberta,
Ren has been a high school
principal for 40 years, the
last 17 at TDChristian. “It’s
new and invigorating every
day. There’s so much to
learn about learning, teens,
and cultural change,” he
says. 
    Ren’s enthusiasm for 
education began at Bentley
Public High, a school of 
120 students: “It was a very
empowering and defining
experience; they gave me
opportunity like crazy. 
It started me on a path.”
After high school he 
attended Dordt Christian
College, Iowa, an
important piece in 
shaping his worldview.
    With a History degree
and teacher certification
from Dordt, Ren headed
east to Bowmanville, 
Ontario, where he taught
and was later principal at
Durham Christian High.
Many years later, he came
to TDChristian. Passionate
about community-building,
innovation, and high
schools that work, he has
also obtained his M.Ed.
from U of T and has 
become an educator’s 
educator, speaking at 
conferences across North
America. 
    Ren’s vision for TD
Christian is a learning 
community propelled into
the future by the best 
educational ideas and 
visions consistent with the
biblical story. “I want teens
to have a model they can
think back to later and say,
’I once lived in a Christian
community that wasn’t
afraid to dig down.’” 
    Ren and his wife Barb
have four children and 
11 grandchildren, nine of
them in Christian schools.
“God is good,” says Ren. 

William Groot
As a student at TDChristian,
William was drawn into
school life by his teachers.
Besides being stretched 
academically, he partici-
pated in sports, the 
yearbook, the school play,
the Student Council, and
math contests. Now he
seeks to involve students 
in the same way.
    In 1978, William took
Lorraine to the TD Christ-
mas Banquet; four years
later, they married and
William began teaching
here. Today they’re the
proud parents of Rachel,
Peter, Daniel, and Miraya,
all of whom have attended
TD. In that time William
has also acquired a B.Math.,
a B.Ed., an M.A. in 
Curriculum, and coaching
qualifications in basketball
and volleyball. 
    In 1994, incoming 
principal Ren Siebenga 
convinced William to stay
at TD to serve and grow 
as an educator. In that
spirit, William endeavours
to incorporate new ideas
into teaching, coaching,
and scheduling. Being the
Interim Principal next year
will be another step in 
that journey of growth.

Tim Bentum
Tim was born and raised 
in Woodstock, Ontario and
has attended and worked
at Christian schools his 
entire life, beginning with
John Knox Christian School
in his hometown. After
high school he spent a 
year at Calvin College, 
finishing his B.A. and B.Ed.
at Redeemer. Tim first
worked at Niagara 
Christian Community of
Schools in Fort Erie before
being hired as TDChristian’s
VP of Students two-and-
a-half years ago. His analyt-
ical and administrative
gifts, and his vision for the
future, have been a real
contribution to our school.  

    Tim met Carolyn in
Grade 10; they were 
married five years later 
and have a 14-month-old
son, Lucas. They live in
Hamilton and enjoy 
spending time with each
other and their close-knit
circle of extended family
and friends. Tim and 
Carolyn are both 
passionate about carrying
out God’s plan for their
lives, and TDChristian has
been a terrific place to 
continue this journey.

Tim Buwalda
Tim is a grad of Durham
Christian High (whose 
principal at the time was
our own Ren Siebenga).
After high school he took
Radio Broadcasting at
Humber College and
worked in advertising 
for many years, but the
teaching profession was
calling to him. So in 2002
he went to Brock Univer-
sity, becoming a certified
teacher with a specialty in
Communications Technol-
ogy, and ended up back 
at DCHS as a teacher the
following year. Tim found
his way to TDChristian 
in 2009. This year, he’s
teaching Grade 9 English,
Media Studies, and 
Entrepreneurial Studies.
He’s also the school’s Com-
munications Coordinator
and heads the Mentorship
program.
    “I appreciate all the
imagination and creativity
at TD, from students and
staff,” he says. “It’s a 
stimulating place.”
    Outside the classroom,
Tim is passionate about
movies, photography, and
Photoshop. He lives with
his wife Cindy and baby
son Carter in Brampton.

Meg Cate
Christian education has
been a part of Meg’s life
for many years. Ever since
her first child was old
enough to attend school,
she and her husband Adam

have been involved in
Christian education. All
three of their children 
currently attend Christian
schools—one in elementary
school, one in high school,
and one in university.
    But Meg has been 
involved in the Christian
school enterprise in more
ways than just as a parent.
She organized and updated
the website for her 
children’s elementary
school and volunteered at
TDChristian for numerous
events. In 2008 her 
involvement grew to 
encompass the position 
of Financial Administrator. 
    Now in charge of 
International Student 
Affairs, Meg coordinates
the paperwork and 
homestays for visa students
and ensures that their time
at TDChristian is enjoyable
and beneficial. She 
continues to appreciate 
the environment of 
TDChristian and remains 
a firm believer in the value
of Christian education.

Evelyn Dengerink
“How many people get 
to do what they love every
day? I’m blessed to be 
one of the few.” 
    Evelyn attended 
Hamilton District Christian
High and was encouraged
by the teachers there to
major in PE and minor in
Science at Calvin College.
She was hired by TDChrist-
ian before she had even
graduated, and planned 
to teach here for five years
at the most. Thirty-one
years later she’s still 
enjoying the joys and 
challenges of teaching! 
“I love being around young
people,” she says. “Their
character, talents, and 
energy are inspiring.”
    Having taught a variety
of courses besides PE, 
including Science, Geogra-
phy, Careers, and Civics,
Evelyn counts it a privilege
to work with students one-
on-one in the Guidance 
department this year. She
and her husband Rod are
the proud parents of three
daughters, all of whom
have attended TDChristian
during Evelyn’s tenure
here—“a wonderful 
experience” for the family. 

Rod Dengerink 
Rod, who joined the staff
in 2010 as our plant 
manager/custodian, knows
TDChristian well, both as
the husband of staff 
member Evelyn and as the
father of three daughters
who graduated from the
school. Originally from 
Colorado, he has a B.A. in
Economics and Political 
Science from Calvin 
College and a background
in business. As the former
head of various corpora-
tions both large and 
small, including 23 years 
as CEO in the fresh produce
industry, he now brings 
his expertise to maintain-
ing our ever-expanding
school plant and has 
already relieved principal
Ren Siebenga of several
challenging files. It has not
taken us long to find out
that Rod can fix anything!
    While Rod dreams of
being on a motorcycle or
sailboat, for now the
school takes priority. Upon
occasion, though, he’s let
Ren Siebenga beat him on
the squash court. Rod and
Evelyn live in Woodbridge.  

Mark Fluit
Mark is in his seventh 
year at TDChristian. Love 
of the quiet rural lifestyle
originally made him plan 
to stay no longer than two
years, but time spent at a
great school has convinced
him other options are 
second-best. 
    Life has changed for
Mark since he moved to
this area. When he started
at TD, he brought his 
family to work every day:
his wife, Katie. Now he
bikes to work alone in the
cold, leaving Katie and 
two children at home.
    Mark has a B.A. in Music
and Math from Redeemer,
and a B.Ed. from Queens.
Although studious in high
school, he also spent much
time playing on sports
teams and in his school’s
music ensembles. At 



sm
ile

th
an

ks

of
f-t

he
-g

ri
d

m
at

h

ea
rt

h
$
&

¢

p
3

TDChristian he continues to
pursue the same passions,
teaching Math and Music
(along with a dash of
Grade 10 Civics and 
Careers), coaching sports
teams, and challenging 
students to sports at
lunchtime.

Ben Freeman
Even as a boy, Ben loved
the outdoors. Summer
camp ministry, leading
canoe trips for at-risk
youth, and directing Camp
Iona, an off-the-grid
wilderness camp, were
among his formative 
experiences. “They inspired
TD’s Environmental Science
program,” says Ben, who
has a B.Sc. from Trent and 
a B.Ed. from Queens. 
    Ben loves getting his 
students outdoors and
watching them experience
firsts: first time planting 
a tree, touching a frog, 
or making salsa from
home-grown ingredients.
And because his own 
high school leadership 
opportunities had such 
an impact on him, he’s 
passionate about mentor-
ing senior students as
teaching assistants for 
Environmental Block.
    Adoption is another 
significant theme in Ben’s
life, giving him a unique
perspective to share with
TD’s Family Studies classes.
Adopted himself, Ben 
and his wife Karen have
adopted two boys, Nathan
(3) and Micah (1). He looks
forward to taking them 
on their first wilderness
canoe trip this summer.

Kevin Godber
Upon graduating from the
University of Waterloo,
Kevin began his career at
TDChristian. After three
wonderful years, he moved
to Quebec and taught for
seven years at an interna-
tional boarding school with
an outdoor focus. He never

forgot the support and
strengths of TD, though,
and returned four years
ago.
    He met Robyn while
working at Galilee Bible
Camp and married her 
in 1998. They have one 
son, Eli, and a newborn 
daughter, Kara Grace.
Kevin enjoys being a father,
building, whitewater
kayaking, and teaching the
locals about professional
hockey (that’s the Habs, 
for all you Leaf fans!).
    Kevin appreciates the
freedom to teach Science 
in light of the reality that 
a good Creator, and not
mere chance, is behind the
order in the universe; the
fact that teachers are
urged to stretch themselves
and try different methods;
and the encouragement 
to the entire school 
community to be 
constantly growing.  

Margaret Good
Margaret, who joined us 
in 2010, is the newest face
at TDChristian. As VP of 
Finance, she comes with 
a strong background in 
accounting, auditing, and
administration of medium-
sized and large businesses,
including her own 
accounting practice. 
Passionate about helping
people learn financial 
literacy, she has written 
articles and books on the
topic, is a two-time best-
selling author, and hosts
her own weekly Christian
broadcast about financial
stewardship, entitled 
“Talking Money with 
Margaret Good” 
(wwwSingbroadcasting/
churchtv).
    A Certified General 
Accountant with a B.A. in
Economics and Commerce
from the University of
Toronto, Margaret also
serves on the board of 
The Knight’s Table in
Brampton, an organization
addressing issues of
poverty and homelessness.
She and her husband Rob
live in Brampton and are
the parents of Grade 10 
TD student Stephanie. 
“We chose TD because it’s
at the leading edge of 
education and is a small,
caring community,” says
Margaret.

Joe Grootenboer
After graduating from
Lakehead University with
an honours B.A. in Geogra-
phy, Joe worked in an as-
sortment of jobs, resisting
what many acquaintances
assumed to be his career 
direction: teaching. Only
later did he understand
that God was working in
his life through circum-
stances and the people
placed in his path. So he
came to teaching relatively
late (but earlier than many
others about whom you
read here), returning to
Lakehead for a B.Ed. 
    God soon led him to
serve at TDChristian, where
he is about to finish his 
career after teaching many
students, and some of their
children, through a wide
variety of courses book-
ended by Geography and
Bible. Joe has also since
earned an M.Ed. from
Toronto. He continually
thanks God for his 
faithfulness to this school
through the people who
support it, run it, and work
in it, from students and
parents to committee
members and other 
volunteers.

Antoniette
Gulizia
Antoniette is the friendly
face behind TDChristian’s
cafeteria, the School Store.
“I’ve always loved being 
in hospitality,” she says,
smiling. “I can’t imagine
sitting behind a desk all
day.”
    Upon completing high
school, Antoniette took
Marketing Management 
at Centennial College while
working part-time for the
Bank of Montreal. She
worked her way from teller
to customer service to 
assistant manager. She 
then opened a restaurant,
later sold it, and spent a
few years as a stay-at-home
mom.

    When her daughter
Nancy started at 
TDChristian, Antoniette
volunteered at the school
by making fresh salads, 
an involvement that led
eventually to managing
our food services. She 
prepares hot foods and
mentors the students 
who staff the school store.
“I love working with the
students. You feel young
working with them,” 
she says.
    Antoniette and her 
husband Charlie live in
Woodbridge.

David Hagen
David was born and raised
in Hamilton, Ontario and
has attended Christian schools
throughout his educational
career, including two 
stints at Calvin College. 
He originally graduated
with a B.A. in Business 
and a minor in Computer
Science, then returned 
two years later for a Math 
degree and a secondary ed-
ucation certificate; a year
and a half spent teaching
in Florida at a school for 
severely emotionally dis-
turbed children awakened
the desire to become a full-
fledged teacher. David 
arrived at TDChristian in
the fall of 2006, freshly
moved and married. He 
has spent his time here 
teaching Business, Com-
puter Science, and Math. 
    David enjoys listening to
music, strumming his guitar
(he plays for the worship
team at his church), watch-
ing movies, playing games,
and hanging out with 
family and friends. He and
his wife Kate live in their
new home in Bolton.

Kevin Hayward
Kevin arrived at TDChrist-
ian in 2006 after working
in music administration for
the Salvation Army for
many years. He graduated
from the University of

Right or Left Hand?

Right-handed 92%

5%

Left-handed 8%
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Toronto with a degree in
Music Education, having
moved to Canada from
Bermuda, where he was
born and raised.
    Coming to TD has meant
stretching and growing in
previously unimagined
ways. Kevin teaches Music
and Geography, conducts
the choir as well as the 
concert and jazz bands,
and is instrumental in 
organizing the annual
OACS choral festival. 
He enjoys working with
students, reporting, “It’s
particularly exciting when
they become tuned in to
their potential and actively
move towards it. I’m 
energized by ‘light bulb’
moments, when students
finally grasp an elusive 
concept or master a 
technique.”
    When time allows, Kevin
performs with orchestras,
choirs, and bands in the
GTA. He and his wife 
Carolyn are the proud 
parents of Olivia, Kevin Jr.,
Zoe, and Anna. 

Matt Heinbuch
Matt grew up in London,
Ontario. After a year of 
Kinesiology at Western and
a year of Youth Ministry at
Briercrest, he completed a
B.A. and B.Ed. at Redeemer,
where he met his wife,
Julie. They live in 
Georgetown with their 
two beautiful boys,
Nathaniel (4) and Tyler 
(10 months).
    Matt has been working
at TD for almost 10 years 
in a variety of roles and
teaching assignments, 
including History, Bible,
Law, Careers, and Geogra-
phy. He currently teaches
Math and Phys Ed, and is
thoroughly enjoying both.
    “I appreciate the 
opportunities that TD 
provides staff and students,
like the intramural hockey
program,” says Matt. 
“TD also supported my 
desire to take students to
Latin America.” He coaches
the girls’ basketball and
soccer teams, runs the TD
Falcon Sports Camp every
summer, and has been 
taking Grade 12 students
to countries such as
Nicaragua, Belize, 
Honduras, and Guatemala
for seven years.

Marjorie Helder
From age five, Marjorie 
aspired to become a
teacher. She obtained an
honours B.A. in History at
the University of Alberta,
whereupon her dream 
faltered a bit as she 
considered pursuing a 
masters. It was revived by
her experience volunteer-
ing with school groups 
at the Royal Museum of 
Alberta, and she returned
to her alma mater for a
B.Ed.
    In 2003 she trekked 
from the wild west to the
fast-paced life of Toronto to
teach English at TDChristian.
The push for innovation 
at TD has helped her grow
considerably as a teacher,
kindling a desire for 
further study in the field 
of education: in September
2009 she enrolled in an
M.Ed. program at OISE,
studying part-time while
continuing to teach 
full-time. Reflecting on 
her life’s journey, she says,
“Sometimes while stuck in
rush-hour traffic between
TD and OISE, I marvel at
how I’m now part of the 
vibrant energy of the
GTA.” 

Harry Huyer
Harry Huyer’s career path
began at age six when 
he was entrusted with 
the care of 25 chickens.
Subsequent tasks were 
met with more enthusiasm,
including the operation
and maintenance of the
equipment and buildings
on the family farm. 
A summer job building
houses as a university 
student led to a full-time
career in construction 
(over 25 years spent 
designing and building 
custom windows and other
wood products) and a 
Certificate of Qualification
in General Carpentry. 

    In 2002, a call from 
the Lord (through Mr.
Siebenga) led Harry to 
a position teaching 
Construction Technology 
at TDChristian, with 
subsequent training at 
the University of Toronto
for a teaching certificate.
The atmosphere at TD,
where students and staff
are seen as fellow citizens
working together in the
Kingdom, is a strong pull
for Harry. He continues 
to bring empathy and 
patience to the task of 
explaining skills for lifelong
hands-on learning.

Cathy Kalverda
Cathy works one day a
week in the Guidance 
department, counselling
students who come to her
or are referred by other
members of the depart-
ment, staff, or parents. 
She began here in 2000
after asking to volunteer
with the students a few
hours a week; the volun-
teer work developed into 
a contract which has been
renewed every year since. 
   Cathy had some 
interesting jobs before
coming to TDChristian: 
she was a Correctional 
Officer for a few years,
worked for Peel Children’s
Aid, and was even the 
Director for Telecare 
Distress Line. “These 
experiences helped shape
me and move me towards
building my own practice,”
she says. 
   People know Cathy 
as a calm, caring presence
and a creative person with
a wonderful sense of style.
An alumna of TDChristian,
she holds a M.Div. from
Tyndale and is married 
to John; they have three
children and seven 
grandchildren. “Life is
rich!” 

Joni Knibbe
The bond between Joni
and TDChristian was forged
in 1969 when she began
Grade 9. Since then she 
has helped at rummage
sales, taken part in TD
fundraising for the Spring-
dale chapter, and supply-
taught for almost 10 years.
She currently teaches
Learning Strategies at 
TD and is involved with 
the ESL program. 
    After graduating from
TD and Grade 13, Joni 
received a B.A. in History
from the University of 
Waterloo. Her teaching 
degree was earned at the
University of Toronto. She
taught at Timothy Christian
School in Rexdale for two
years before “returning 
to the land” to farm in 
the Holland Marsh with her
husband, Norman. 
    She and Norman shared
the privilege of parenting
Hester, Marcella, Eric,
Suzanne, Elena, and 
Rhiannon. Life has changed
since the Lord suddenly
took Norman last year, 
and Joni is grateful for the
support the TD community
has shown her family. 

Jerry 
Klompmaker
A graduate of TDChristian
(1994), Jerry Klompmaker
studied Education and 
History at Dordt College 
in Iowa and then went to
teach school in California.
Tiring of sun, surf, and 
sequoias after four years
there, he ventured back 
to his roots in Ontario 
to reunite with family 
and friends.
    He married Tiffany 
Vanderburgh, also a TD
grad; they live in Brampton
with their daughters Keira
(2) and Chole (4 months).
Jerry finds great joy in
being a father. He also
loves to tune and fix 
machines, read, garden,
hike, and collect cool rocks.

High School

Bachelor's Degree

College Diploma

Master’s Degree

58%

11%

8%

24%

What is Your Highest 
Level of Education?
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    “I love the diverse 
community at TDChristian,”
says Jerry. “We all share a
common vision, but we
don’t have to be the 
same. I also appreciate 
the support and encour-
agement from my boss 
to try new ideas.” Jerry
teaches Law, History, 
Transportation Technology,
and Science. TDChristian
has inspired him to push
beyond the status quo 
in education.

Marg Laswick
To quote Fran Joosse:
“There are many spokes 
in this operation called 
TDChristian, and Marg is
the rim to which they all
attach.” Marg’s job is to
connect parents, adminis-
tration, staff, and students.
She does more than 
monitor attendance, 
answer phones, and enter
data; she makes the school
hum. On those rare 
occasions when she’s away,
you truly get a sense of 
all she does.
    Marg came to TD after
stints in daycare and school
bus driving. She’s come 
a long way since then, 
having mastered multiple
computer programs and
learned the name of every
student who has attended
TD in the last ten years.
And she loves her job.
    Besides being a mom 
to students, Marg 
volunteers at a Young 
Mom program in the 
community and is mom 
to her own three children:
Justin, Kelsey, and Marina.
She also finds time to be 
a supportive wife to Ron.

Fran Joosse
Fran Joosse’s high school
experience provided her
with many of her favourite
memories. Lambton Chris-
tian High School in Sarnia,
Ontario was a fledgling

high school in the 70s, 
offering many opportuni-
ties and possibilities for 
students to spread their
creative and intellectual
wings. Fran realized that
high school has the 
potential to set the stage
for many exciting, mean-
ingful endeavours in a
young person’s future.
    Graduating from Calvin
College with a group major
in Language Arts, she took
a Grade 6 position at 
Vancouver Christian School
in 1981. Two years later 
she travelled to Europe 
and spent a year there, 
including six months in
France to hone her skills 
in the language. In 1984
she accepted a teaching
position at TDChristian, 
intending to stay a short
while before moving to 
a more remote region. 
Instead, she married Cor,
had children, and worked
on her French Specialist
qualification. “May 
learning never end!”

Patricia Ootjers
Patricia started as an 
Educational Assistant at
TDChristian in September
2007, after her youngest
daughter had just 
graduated. She has assisted
students in many different
classes, including English,
Science, Math, Civics, 
Careers, Bible, History, 
and Biology. She has also
accompanied Grade 11 
Geography students on
their Algonquin trip. 
    Christian education has
been a part of Patricia’s 
life as long as she can 
remember: she attended
Christian schools herself,
and she and her husband
put their own children
through the Christian
school system. Now, as 
part of the teaching staff
at TDChristian, she is proud
to support the families 
who send their children
here, helping them to 
develop their gifts and 
succeed in their studies.
“We work as a community
to bring all things under
the rule of Christ,” 
she explains, “and we 
encourage each other to
use our talents for him.”

Richard Peters     
Richard has worked as 
an actor, writer, and 
director all across Canada,
and is the founder of 
BrokenOpen Theatre,
Canada’s only professional
theatre company specializ-
ing in training for Chris-
tians. You may have seen
him in 2000 Candles, a
Christmas musical theatre
celebration.
    In 2004, Richard had 
just finished teaching 
and directing at Tyndale
University when he was
hired by TDChristian. 
In addition to teaching
Drama, he directs the main
stage play every year. This
February, for Shakespeare’s
As You Like It, Richard is
planning an ambitious 
theatre-in-the-round 
production set in our 
modern media-saturated
world. He is also excited
about plans to stage an
alumni show of Our Town
in June.   
    Richard has a B.F.A. from
the University of Alberta
and is pursuing an M.A. in
Theatre from the University
of Toronto. He and his wife
Jane are in the final act 
of their dream project,
building a cottage in
Muskoka.

David Robinson
David is a ’northern boy’,
hailing from mining towns
Cobalt and Kirkland Lake,
Ontario. After earning his
B.Sc. (Waterloo) and B.Ed.
(Nipissing), he married 
a lovely kindergarten
teacher, moved to southern
Ontario, and accepted 
a post at TDChristian,
teaching Science.
    He later took on 
Geography as well, 
allowing him to spend five
days a year with Grade 11
students in Algonquin 
Park. “Teaching from the
canoe or trail is great!” 
he reports. From water
sampling and species 
identification to stargazing

and campfire talks, he
finds the experience a
powerful one.
    In addition to badmin-
ton, David has coached 
robotics for three years. 
His students have placed
four times in competitions,
taking a first, two seconds,
and a third.
    David thinks his kids,
Julia and Ryan, are 
wonderful. He also wishes
he has gills; failing that, 
he likes to break out the
scuba equipment to 
explore God’s underwater
creation.

Michelle Saad
In Grade 4, Michelle looked
up from her desk and
thought, If I become a
teacher, I’ll spend my
whole life in school. The
prospect was so horrifying
that she decided to avoid 
a teaching career at all
costs. Then she spent her
OAC year in France. And
one day, as she rounded 
a corner and saw her high
school, the thought came:
French is cool; you want 
to teach this!
    She spent the next six
years earning degrees in
Geography, French, Math,
and Education at the 
University of Windsor: 
“I get bored easily,” she
chuckles. Probably what
best prepared her for
teaching was her job as
lifeguard and swimming
instructor, which paid her
way through university. 
    At TDChristian, Michelle
enjoys helping students 
integrate life, learning,
and faith through 
Geography, French, 
English, and Entrepreneur-
ial Studies. She is married
to George and currently
loving maternity leave 
with her five-month-old
daughter, Nicole.

Coffee Intake

I don’t drink coffee 30%

I drink a few cups 
per week 11%

I drink 1 cup 
a day 22%

I drink 3 cups 
a day 22%

I drink more than 
3 cups a day 16%

MONSUN TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

+
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Liz Sjaarda
Liz finds language and 
culture fascinating. At 17
she spent a summer in 
Amsterdam working for
KLM. She then worked 
for CP Air while studying
German and French at the
University of Toronto, 
and for Martinair upon
graduating. Not long 
after marrying, she decided
to go into nursing; she
trained at Humber College
and took a job at Etobicoke
General Hospital. 
    Language won out 
eventually, however. After
taking off some years to
enjoy being more fully
involved in her children’s
lives and to tackle the
bookkeeping for the family
business, Liz obtained 
certification to teach ESL.
She taught part-time at
Timothy Christian School in
Rexdale, did some tutoring,
and ultimately joined the
resource team here at 
TDChristian. She now has
the pleasure of teaching
ESL to our international
students.
    Liz loves and is thankful
for her church community,
her friends, and time 
with her family: Charles,
Amanda, Joel, and
Matthew.

Brian Smit
One of the things people
notice about our school 
is how clean it is. A lot 
of that is thanks to Brian.
    Brian graduated from
TDChristian in 2004, and is
glad to be back as part of
the custodial team. He is
known for the pride he
takes in his work and for
his friendly and easygoing
attitude. “I like it here 
because of all the familiar
faces. It’s a fun place and 
I enjoy the work,” he says.
    Before joining the TD
custodial team, Brian
worked at various green-
houses, landscaping com-
panies, and the University
of Toronto School of 
Dentistry.

    When he’s not at 
TDChristian, he enjoys
reading, watching movies,
and stopping shots as a
goalie in floor ball. Recently,
he and his brother 
purchased a “fixer-upper”
house directly beside their
parents’ house in Newmarket;
he now spends his evenings
painting, hanging drywall,
and remodelling.

Vivian Templeton
Our beloved and friendly
Mrs. Templeton is often the
one greeting students as
they pour off the buses in
the morning. She also
teaches sciences here at 
TDChristian.
    Born in Montreal, Vivian
grew up in Scarborough.
She attended public schools
before earning her B.Sc.
and M.Sc. at the University
of Toronto. Though she
worked as a tutor through-
out high school and 
university, teaching wasn’t
on Vivian’s radar until she
became a TA during grad
school. She loved it, got 
her B.Ed. from Queens, 
and hasn’t looked back. 
    After teaching for a year
in Sarnia, Vivian came to
TDChristian a decade ago.
She loves being part of the
TD community and coming
to work in the school’s new
state-of-the-art science
wing.
    Vivian also enjoys
wildlife photography and
crafts involving paper,
beads, and wool: notice 
her hand-knit sweaters. 
She and her husband 
John met and married 
at TDChristian and live 
in Etobicoke.

June Tenyenhuis
My compassionate Grade 1
teacher sparked my desire
to become an art teacher;
she understood that I was 
a visual-kinesthetic learner
(a.k.a. “daydreamy and
overactive”). 

    Growing up without TV,
my siblings and I exercised
our imaginations by 
building forts, creating toys
from junk, and dressing up.
My parents bought me art
supplies as gifts. My older
sister, also a powerful 
mentor, became my first
trained art teacher in
Grade 12, and my high
school principal nourished
my dream by writing to
Trinity Christian College 
in Chicago to admit me 
despite my grades.
   After graduating from
Calvin College with a 
degree in Art Education, 
I juggled family life with
practising and teaching art
in various Christian schools
and community situations,
and completed a master’s
degree. This is my third
year at TDChristian, 
teaching Art to Grades 9 
to 12. It’s great fun. Ask 
my husband; I never come
home crabby!

John Terpstra
Despite his notion that he
is still young and spry, and
just a rookie teacher,
“Terp” has been teaching
for almost 20 years—the
last 10 at TDChristian. He
has always maintained 
that he teaches students,
not curriculum, and enjoys
sharing God’s Word with
them daily. 
    After graduating from
Calvin College with a
teaching degree in English
and in Religion and 
Theology, he began his 
career at Fraser Valley
Christian High School in
Surrey, B.C. He subse-
quently came to TDChrist-
ian, where he teaches
Grade 10 students the 
redemptive story in the 
Old Testament and Grade
11 students Christian 
Perspective in World 
Religions.
    Terp’s contribution to
TDChristian extends well
beyond the classroom: he
organizes and plays in the
Intramural hockey league,
plans the graduation
evening, and works on 
the Contract Committee.
Outside school, he loves
spending time with his
wife, Tess, and his two 
children, Daria and Evan. 

Sophie 
Vandenberg
Sophie, a lover of good
books, is our new librarian.
She has been around 
TDChristian for many years, 
as a student, parent, Board
member, and now librarian.
Some people also know 
her as an articulate writer
for various publications,
and some as a teacher 
and librarian of Christian
grade schools, where she
enriched the reading life 
of many young people 
and their families. 
    “As a parent I appreci-
ated that at TD my children
were noticed and known.
There was, and is, a 
wonderful intentionality
about building relation-
ships here,” she says.
“Being on the Board was
an incredible learning 
opportunity; now that I’m
on staff, TD continues to 
be an avenue for creative
engagement.”
    Sophie has a B.A. from
McMaster and a B.Ed. 
and M.T.S. (Master of 
Theological Studies) from 
U of T. She and her 
husband Rudy live in 
Norval and have three
young adult children.

Cathy 
VanderHeide
Cathy is in her 34th year 
at TDChristian, where she
heads the Resource Depart-
ment. A lover of languages
and travel, she originally
aspired to become a 
translator with the UN, 
but thought that a couple
of years of teaching 
experience would be 
helpful. “I got hooked,”
she says; “I discovered I 
really enjoyed working
with young people.”
    She fondly remembers 
a class trip to Germany, 
an authentic learning 
experience for her. Finding
she had a heart for 
students who struggle 
with traditional academic

*Other

What best describes 
you in high school?

(Supernerd, slacker, 
procrastinator, social, 
balanced, involved in 
activities, a combo of 
the above)

Studious
26%

Class
Clown

3%

Rebellious
11%

Musical
3%

Athletic
11%

Artsy
6%

Other*
40%   

The ‘Middle’ Name Game

a. Alice
b. Albert

c. Ina
d. No Name

e. Anita
f. No Name
g. Yvonne

h. Colin
i. Martina
j. Douglas

k. Erin
l. No Name

m. Peter
n. No Name
o. Jonathan

p. Karen
q. Lidia
r. Irene

s. No Name
t. Grace
u. Ralph

v. No Name
w. Lambert

x. H.
y. Elizabeth Maria

z. No Name
aa. G.

ba. Kay
ca. William

da. No Name
ea. Gary
fa. Abel

ga. No Name
ha. Christine
ja. Edward 

ka. F.
la. Winslow

ma. No Name
na. Stewart

1. Timothy Buwalda
2. Margaret Cate
3. Rachael Weening
4. Joel Westerhof
5. June Tenyenhuis
6. Benjamin Freeman
7. Richard Vanderkloet
8. John Terpstra
9. David Robinson
10. David Hagen
11. Reynold Siebenga
12. Patricia Ootjers
13. William Groot
14. Bruce Vrieling
15. Matt Heinbuch
16. Antoniette Gulizia
17. Frances Joosse
18. Joanne Knibbe
19. Richard Peters
20. Sophia Vandenberg
21. Margaret Good
22. Vivian Campbell
23. Kevin Godber
24. Margaret Laswick
25. Mark Fluit
26. Evelyn Dengerink
27. Jerry Klompmaker
28. Alice Vanderkooy
29. Joe Grootenboer
30. Eric Vrieling
31. Rod Dengerink
32. Kevin Hayward
33. Marjorie Helder
34. Arie Huyer
35. Cathy VanderHeide
36. Judith Van Schepen
37. Elizabeth Sjaarda
38. Timothy Bentum
39. Brian Smit

ANSWERS
1.h, 2.c, 3.k, 4.ca, 5.a, 6.ka, 7.ja, 
8.s, 9.j, 10.o, 11.b, 12.t, 13.da, 
14.d, 15.ga, 16.e, 17.r, 18.f, 
19.na, 20.i, 21.q, 22.l, 23.w, 24.p, 
25.u, 26.g, 27.ma, 28.y, 29.m, 
30.n, 31.v, 32.la, 33.x, 34.z, 35.aa, 
36.ba, 37.ha, 38.fa, 39.ea
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learning, Cathy advocated
for a resource program at
TDChristian—a novelty for
Christian high schools in
the early eighties—and 
obtained her specialist’s
certificate and M.Ed. (York)
in Special Education. She
also has undergraduate 
degrees from Calvin Col-
lege and York.
    Over the years, Cathy
has worked with many 
students in a variety of 
subject areas. She continues
to encourage TDChristian
to serve all types of 
learners.

Richard 
Vanderkloet
“I love TDChristian 
because it’s a microcosm 
of the whole creation, 
a place where interactions
between students, 
teachers, and the stuff of
the world produce fresh 
insights into how the 
world is put together. It’s
also a place where we
imaginatively forge new
connections and make new
things happen—the task
God gave Adam and Eve 
at the very beginning.” 
For this reason, says
Richard, TD is not elitist,
since every human being
shares in the task.
    Richard began his 
association with TDChrist-
ian as a Grade 9 student 
in 1967, right after the
Leafs last won the Stanley
Cup. (He predicts they
won’t win it again until 
he retires.) Having earned 
a B.A. from Trinity Christian
College in Chicago and a
B.Ed. and M.A. from the
University of Toronto, he
teaches History, Philosophy,
Shop, and sometimes Math.
And he loves hockey, which
he plays (allegedly badly) 
in TD’s intramural program.

Alice Vanderkooy
Leaving school one day 
recently I met a group of
adults, three of them 
former students of mine,
picking up their kids 
from a volleyball game. 
Remembering them as 
12-year-olds in Grade 6
made me smile, but the
main thing I saw was a 
reflection of God’s faithful-
ness to them, to me (a 
TD grad myself), and to 
this school. 
    The oldest of six 
children, I grew up “teach-
ing”; my interest in lan-
guage and culture made
teaching French a natural
fit, so I obtained my B.A. 
in French and German and
B.Ed. at York University. 
In addition, as a Guidance
counsellor, I enjoy 
observing, listening to, 
and encouraging students
as they handle the ups 
and downs of adolescence
in what can be a confusing
array of choices and 
directions. After 33 years 
of teaching, 23 at TD, I feel
privileged to come to work
excited about what the 
day will bring.

Sean Van Eerden
Sean teaches English, 
Philosophy, and the new
English & Perspectives
Block at TDChristian, where
he’s had the privilege 
of working with young
people for eight years. 
    He marvels at the depth
and diversity of thinking 
he has encountered at TD,
a school which seems to 
be built, scheduled, and
managed so as to promote
conversation: “From the
moment I walk in the door
each morning—or even 
before I get in the door—
until the last time I check
my email at night, I’m
blessed to be involved in
conversation with students
and fellow educators about
the issues and concerns of
life.”  

    Born in Edmonton, 
Sean received his B.A. 
from The King’s University
College and his B.Ed. from
the University of Alberta
before making his way 
east to begin his teaching
career at TD. He and his
wife Sharon live in 
Brampton with their two
children, Anya and Finley.

Judy Van Schepen
Judy Van Schepen has
come a long way since 
her Calgary high school
days where she had a
prominent acting and
singing role in the musical
Oklahoma. After earning
her B.A. and teaching 
certificate at Calvin 
College, the V-Schep, as
her students fondly call
her, began her journey 
to become one incredible
teacher. She came to 
TDChristian in 1989.
    Although her regular
combo is Science and 
Phys Ed, she has branched
out this year to teach 
Biology and Geography,
and two years ago taught
Old Testament. At this rate,
she wonders if she’ll be
teaching French and 
Small Engines next! 
    When not consumed 
by teaching, Judy can be
found coaching volleyball.
She loves to win, but 
also finds success in the 
development of skills and
watching athletes come 
together as a team. 
Outside TD she spends 
time with her husband
Edwin and her four 
children, Hannah, Luke, 
Seth, and Mark. 

Eric and Bruce
Vrieling 
Eric (left) and Bruce were
born in Orillia (only 12
minutes apart) and 
currently live together in
Brampton (only 12 feet
apart). Both attended 
John Knox Christian School
and TDChristian. 

    Bruce has a bachelor’s
degree in Math and 
Computer Science, and 
a masters in Theology. Eric
took the college route,
earning diplomas in both
Sports Administration and
Computer Programming.
After graduation, the twins
became webmasters at
Merrill Lynch Canada, 
initiating the firm’s Internet
Services department. 
    Eric joined TD’s Tech 
Department in 2001, Bruce
in 2004; in 2006, Eric took
on the additional role of
Athletic Director. Bruce 
also works part-time as the
IT Director for Greenville
Seminary in South Carolina.
Both brothers are a wealth
of information on the 
latest technology; staff and
students appreciate the
fast and reliable network
of 310 computers they’ve
built at TD, and their
friendly technical support. 
    In their spare time, 
both like to surf (on their
laptops) and sail Lake 
Ontario in their sailboat,
the Coram Deo.

Phil Vriend
“I love this place. There’s
encouragement to imagine
educational possibilities
and the freedom to make
them happen. Students
have the tools to create
anything they can dream
up.”
    Phil came to TDChristian
in 1988 from Pittsburgh,
where he taught Grade 
6 after graduating from
Calvin College in 1984 in
English and Speech. An
English teacher for 22
years, he loves language,
literature, writing, and
banter; he delights in his
students’ creative work 
and especially enjoys a
well-delivered speech or 
an exquisite poem.
    From 1988 to 2001, 
Phil directed plays at 
TDChristian. He’s since
turned to producing 
them and overseeing the 
development of the school’s
performance facilities.
    Phil is the proud father
of three boys who love 
art and music—but, sadly,
not hockey. He copes by
playing hockey with his 
students, taking pictures,
and occasionally building
something with wood in
the school shop.

Are you a TD alum?

THEY CAME BACK!

24%

76%

Yes

No

How many of the
following things do you

do on a regular basis?

Facebook 84%

Texting 42%

Video Games 16%

Twitter 5%
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Rachael Weening
Rachael, energetic and 
adventurous, is a bright
star in the TD firmament.
The third of 12 Weening
children, she developed 
a servant heart early on:
when things needed to 
be done at home, she was
there to help. In the late
90s she was a very involved
student here at TDChrist-
ian, then moved on to
Calvin College, York 
University, and Western 
to obtain her B.A. and
B.Ed. Throughout her 
educational journey,
Rachael made many
friends, played hockey, 
and travelled on as many
mission trips as time and
money would allow. She
learned Spanish in Costa
Rica.
    Rachael’s genuine love
for others has taken her 
to Belize, South Africa,
Haiti, the Dominican 
Republic, and Honduras.
She currently teaches 
History and Physical Educa-
tion, and next semester 
will accompany 17 Interna-
tional Co-op students 
to the Dominican Republic,
where they will work 
together to integrate
learning and life while 
participating in another
culture. 

Joel Westerhof
Raised in London, Ontario,
Joel headed to Calvin 
College after high school 
to earn a B.A. in English
and Theology. From Calvin
he moved to the University
of Western Ontario, 
where he obtained his
B.Ed. before being hired 
at TDChristian. Willing to
tackle almost anything, he
has taught a variety of
courses here over the past
seven years, including 
History, Careers, Geography,
Video Block, Law, and
Bible, but for the most 
part he teaches English. 
    Joel’s playful side comes
out in full force when he
accompanies his students
on the annual March Break
service trip to Belize. He is
an incisive thinker, an avid
reader, and an excellent
photographer to most of 
us who know him, but to
Ben Freeman’s three-year-
old son Nathan he’s 
simply “my friend Joel”.

@tdchristian
Editor: Sophie Vandenberg 

E-mail: 
editor@tdchristian.ca

For further information on
TDChristian, please contact
the school.

TDChristian 
377 Woodbridge Avenue 

Woodbridge, Ontario  L4L 2V7

Tel: 416 410.9834
905 851.1772

Fax: 905 851.9992

www.tdchristian.ca

E-mail: 
info@tdchristian.ca

To reach the TDChristian
Board

board_secretary
@tdchristian.ca

Staff age groups

18-24
Years Old

25-34
years old

35-44
years old

45-54
years old

55-64
years old

26%

24%
16%

5%

29%

ROCK OF AGES

TDChristian Alumni Present....

our Town
by Thornton Wilder

Directed by

Richard Peters

TDChristian alumni are putting on a play Friday, June  24, 2011.

Any alumni interested in taking part are encouraged to join the 

production; rehearsals will take place on weekends in June.

If  you are interested in a stage role, please contact Rachelle 

Veldkamp (rachelleveldkamp@gmail.com) by February 21, 2011. 

If  you would like to be involved with the production team, 

please contact Hea Jin Cheon (heajin.cheon@gmail.com) anytime 

before the date of  the production.

For more information, contact Marg (marg@tdchristian.ca or phone

her at school) or search for “Our Town, by TDChristian Alumni” 

on Facebook.

Produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.

REN

A Vision
shAred
Celebrating 42 Years of 
Service to the Christian 
Education Community

ren siebenga
Please join us in honouring Ren 

at an Open House & Celebration
Saturday afternoon, 

June 25, 2011, at TDChristian


