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William's Words of the Week:         By William Groot, Principal
Engaging students in learning is central to education at TDCH.
Learning is stimulated and nurtured in our inviting and up-to-date physical and virtual
learning spaces, especially those built as part of Project 20/20.
However, it flourishes through the student-teacher relationship. TDChristian teachers are
engaged in, passionate about and dedicated to their craft. They assist students in sharing
their findings in significant and relevant ways, often through projects that emphasize skills
such as creativity, collaboration, initiative, adaptability, information analysis,
entrepreneurship, and effective oral and written communication. Our desire is that students
become wisely discerning, to think and learn about how to conduct themselves and how to
serve effectively in an ever-changing world.
Today, we celebrate seven teachers in particular. Each of them has been shortlisted for the
Teacher Excellence Awards (formerly the John Rozema Awards – see
www.teacherexcellenceaward.com) and three of them, the top row of David Robinson (2016),
Anneke Gretton (2017 – while at Chatham Christian School), and Rachael Weening (2019),
won their categories. This year, after a two-year suspension of the awards, TDChristian is
pleased to announce that Ben Freeman (large photo) will be flown to Winnipeg in September
as one of the finalists for the 2022 Award for Grades 9 to 12.
We are thankful for the passion, the diligence, and expertise of our teaching staff. They are
dedicated to working with students in service to God and our students.
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Upcoming Events:

Culture Week is Tuesday, May 24 – Friday, May 27. Details coming soon.
Music & Drama Night is Thursday, June 2 at 7 pm.
Presentations Day is Tuesday, June 7 during the day.
PD Day is Friday, June 10. No school. Busses are not running.
Last day of classes is Friday, June 17.
Study day is Monday, June 20.
Summative Evaluations for period 1 and 2 classes, Tuesday, June 21.
Study day is Wednesday, June 22.
Summative Evaluations for period 3 & 4 classes, Thursday, June 23.
Graduation is Tuesday, June 28. A letter will be sent to grade 12 students at the beginning of
June with complete details.

For the complete school calendar look at tdchristian.ca/calendar

School Life (J. Dykxhoorn)

It is Culture Week right now at TDChristian. Today, students wore traditional colours, clothing, flags,
etc. that represented the various heritages of our school body. Tomorrow we celebrate the Arts, as
paintings, books, music, etc. can be brought to school by staff and students and displayed in the
Foyer. Music will be played through the hallways and we will even have a student playing the
accordion. Friday marks our first Cultural Fair, where over 30 countries/heritages will be celebrated
by many students and their families. Booths will be set up and visited by all students on Friday
afternoon. Food will be shared and sampled, and students will share important cultural artifacts
with their peers. Special thanks to the staff, classes, and students who led this initiative. We can't
wait for Culture Week next year!

Notes for Parents/Guardians/Homestays manning or serving at a booth:

If your child is in Ms. Petrusma’s World Cultures class, he or she will be participating in
some way. Please connect with them about expectations/needs for Friday.
If you have not yet let us know you are coming, please do so. We need to get set up in the
Presentation Centre.
Please allow enough time to put your booths and displays together. Classes (done by
grade) will start making their way through at 11:40 am. Someone will be there to help you.
Please ensure any food you make is peanut/nut free. TDChristian is a peanut/nut free
facility!
Please ensure you have everything you need to decorate and/or serve food (plates,
spoons, cups, etc).
Please sign in at the office. A form will be there for you.

 
Admissions

It's not too late to sign up for the 2022-23 school year! We still have space in all four grades, but
don't delay in signing up! If you or your friends and family are still deciding about school for next
year, please connect or have them connect with me at dykxhoorn@tdchristian.ca. I would be more
than happy to take anyone interested in the school for a tour and to answer and questions that
there may be. 

Praise & Petition (Evelyn Dengerink & Marg Laswick)

We thank God with Colin and Bailey Hoving for the safe arrival of Cameron Reid on May
16, 2022! Avery and Auston are very excited to have a new baby brother. The entire family
is doing well and adjusting to being a family of five.
Please pray for guidance and wisdom for the Grade 12 students who are still considering
their university offers. Accepting an offer can be stressful and we pray that they will feel
comfortable and confident with their decision.

You’re Invited to Presentations Day!

We are thrilled to welcome parents, guardians and TDChristian community members to our school for
Presentations Day on Tuesday, June 7! This is a great opportunity to celebrate students and their
learning (and you will also earn volunteer hours). When you arrive on June 7, please meet in the front
foyer at 8:45 am.

Please sign up for Presentations Day no later than Friday, June 3rd at noon. Sign up at the link or
the QR code below.
You will have the opportunity to visit one class per period to see students present their work.

You may select which presentations you would like to visit using this link:
http://www.schoolinterviews.ca/code/3ymzf

Alternatively, you can sign up by going to www.schoolinterviews.ca and entering the code 3ymzf.

Below are descriptions provided by teachers for each of the presentations that you can choose from!
We look forward to seeing you on June 7.

Period 1 – 8:55 a.m.
·       Calculus & Vectors 12 - Room 41, Mr. Templeton - Students will present topics of their choice,
approached with mathematical thinking in mind.
·       English 11 - Room 14, Mr. Van Eerden - We are doing a presentation on the meaning of life.
Students will tell a bit of their own story and describe some conclusions they've come to about wisdom,
faith, identity, and purpose.
·       English 12 - Room 13, Ms. Wells-Jopling - Students will present on their selected theme on
Sophocles' play, Hamlet.
·       Perspectives 11 - Room 15, Mr. Terpstra - Students will be presenting on a variety of topics
relating to the Christian faith: Christian Creeds and Confessions, The Life and Sacrifice of Jesus Christ,
Biblical texts and concepts from the Gospel of Matthew, significant game-changers and events from
church history, major denominations, key theological principles, and some of the more difficult,
contemporary issues facing Christians today.
·       Photography 11/12 - Room 9, Mr. Vriend - Students present a 12 image series based on a single
theme. They will discuss their ideas, their process, the results of their work in terms of technique,
execution, and thematic unity.
·       Physics 11 - Room 24, Ms. Gretton - Students teach you an application of physics that is relevant
for our lives.

Period 2 – 10:10 a.m.
·       Art 11/12 - Room 17, Mr. Brown - Students present their Vernacular Typography projects to the
class.
·       Business Leadership 12 - Room 26, Ms. Girgenti - Students present their restaurant business
plan and a reflection on their leadership abilities.
·       Calculus & Vectors 12 - Room 41, Mr. Templeton - Students will present topics of their choice,
approached with mathematical thinking in mind.
·       Data Management 12 - Room 16, Mr. Freeman - Students presentations will include independent
study units, spreadsheet sharing, and Time Priorities via Venn Diagrams.
·       English 10 - Room 11, Mr. Samuels - Students will present ads they have made.
·       English 11 - Room 14, Mr. Van Eerden - We are doing a presentation on the meaning of life.
Students will tell a bit of their own story and describe some conclusions they've come to about wisdom,
faith, identity, and purpose.
·       French 9 - Room 13, Ms. Wells-Jopling - Students will either teach a new French proverb or they
will present on the topic of "Me at age 100".
·       Perspectives 11 - Room 15, Mr. Terpstra - Students will be presenting on a variety of topics
relating to the Christian faith: Christian Creeds and Confessions, The Life and Sacrifice of Jesus Christ,
Biblical texts and concepts from the Gospel of Matthew, significant game-changers and events from
church history, major denominations, key theological principles, and some of the more difficult,
contemporary issues facing Christians today.

Period 3 – 11:45 a.m.
·       Anthropology, Psychology and Sociology 11 - Room 11, Mr. Samuels - Students debate
contemporary issues in sociology.
·       Biology 11 - Room 33, Mr. Kim - Students present their research into a disorder of the respiratory,
digestive, or the circulatory system.
·       Drama 9 - Room 4, Mr. Peters - Join us in the Black Box to see the Grade Nine Drama Class
compete for improv supremacy in their quest for the coveted "John Deere" trophy. This half-semester
class has been learning our "Wheel of Improv" games - fun, but also fantastic for learning the team
dynamics of committing, supporting, and listening. Half of our class will go head-to-head with the other
half- points will be awarded by your cheering, and scenes will be inspired by your suggestions, so we
would LOVE for you to join us!!!
·       Families in Canada 12 - Room 14, Mr. Van Eerden - Students present on a topic relevant to
sociology.
·       History 11 - Room 27, Mr. Klompmaker - Students present on an Iron Age society and how they
lived, or a summary of a culture they wanted to learn more about.
·       The Pulse - Room 22, Mr. Buwalda - Students present on a Canadian Technological Innovation.

Period 4 – 12:50 p.m.
·       English 9 - Room 9, Mr. Vriend - Students have been studying a media issue of their own
choosing. They present the problem as they see it, they'll explain who it affects and to what extent it
affects them, they'll explain what is being done and what needs to be done, and then they'll offer some
perspective on the issue.
·       French 10/11 - Room 24, Mr. Sawczak - Students will present their learning in French.
·       Geography 9 - Room 13, Ms. Wells-Jopling - Student groups will present the research they have
done on their group's Canadian economic sector.
·       Kinesiology 12 - Room 33, Mr. Kim - Students present why their chosen sport should remain or be
added in the Olympics.
·       Math 11 - Room 23, Ms. Jacob - Students create a presentation on a topic of their choice from the
course.
·       World Cultures 12 - Room 32, Ms. Petrusma - Students will be presenting their ISUs which are on
a culture of their choosing and their media forms.

Knox Camp Summer Opportunities

Knox Camp is a Christian summer camp in downtown Toronto that runs programs for kids ages 4-14. Our LIT
program is a great opportunity for teens entering grades 10-11 to grow as leaders while earning volunteer
hours. We are also currently hiring staff. You can find more information about our camp on our
website, https://www.knoxcamps.ca. 
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