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Nota Bene             - W. Groot

In teaching, we, as teachers, are presented with teachable moments. Some are curricular in focus, others are relational 
in nature; when one shows up, it is a gift that begs to be used. As I drove to school last Friday morning, after an exciting, 
busy and wonderful Grade 7&8 Day, I realized that such a moment lay before me.

As most of you know, one of our custodian’s mothers, Christine Martens, died last Wednesday evening (surrounded by 
her family) after a battle with cancer. She was also my sister, two years younger than me. I had an opportunity to share 
my learning from my own journey with her. Unsure if I could do it with a clear message, I connected with various col-
leagues who provided listening ears and sage advice. The words were easy to write and, while difficult to communicate 
because of the significance of the loss, through God’s grace and the support of peers and students, I was able to share 
at Friday’s assembly about Christine and three things I learned. My hope is that they may be of good use to others.

Christine was brave because she lived knowing that God loved her. Christine realized her brokenness, her sin, and ac-
cepted her identity in Jesus her Saviour and Lord who became “sin for us.” You can read about it in 2 Corinthians 5. It 
reminded me that my identity is NOT my family and NOT my job; it is in being God’s child. I hope and pray that you find 
your identity in Jesus Christ. He invites you to live for him because he died for you.

When people would ask me about my sister dying, my reply was, “She’s living.” Christine said to me about two months 
ago (when she was essentially bedridden), “William, we don’t get to choose when we die.” Her point is we can make 
positive choices about how to live. Call someone. Pray. Be present. Enjoy as many moments as you can.

When visiting anyone who is sick or not well, SMILE. I learned that from a TED Talk. It helps the person you visit. My 
sister loved it when I drew close to her and smiled. The blessing and hope given back to me, even near the very difficult 
end, lives in my heart.

Thank you for your prayers, your emails, your messages, your words, and your gifts. I am enfolded. It is our hope that we 
may likewise enfold others into our learning community, engage them in learning, and empower them to serve wherever 
they are or go.

325 Woodbridge Avenue Update: Firehall Thrift 
Missed the Fall Membership Meeting? No problem, we live-streamed it! You can watch it any time on our YouTube chan-
nel at youtube.com/tdchwoodbridge. For the latest update on the plans for 325 Woodbridge Avenue, Firehall Thrift, go to 
tdchristian.ca/firehallthrift.
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Project 20/20                   - L. Fernhout, Campaign Fundraising Manager

Since yesterday’s Membership Meeting $19,500 in donations and pledges were received 
bringing the TREEometer to $2,994,269

Why a TREEometer? 

• It represents growth and new life.
• It will look good in our building.
• It’s more fun than a giant THERMometer.

Note: Our treeometer, a date palm, will arrive next week at TDChristian

How you can help?

We are asking everyone in our TDChristian community to determine their place on this 
guideline chart. What are you willing to and financially able to contribute? Contact fern-
hout@tdchristian.ca.

Gifts $1,000 $5,000 $10,000 $25,000 $50,000 $100,000 $250,000 $500,000
Gifts needed 145

(of 160)
56

(of 64)
28

(of 32)
16

(of 16)
7

(of 8)
3

(of 5)
1

(of 2)
2

(of 2)

The chart was designed in September to raise $3.6 million – see numbers in the brackets. Since then, $128,500 has 
been raised and finance has identified giving of $464,079 through Special Projects towards Project 20/20. As TD-
Christian receives gifts, the “Gifts Needed” numbers will be adjusted to reflect the extra giving.

What’s Upcoming?
Charlotte’s Web, Thursday and Friday, November 28 and 29 at 7 p.m.: Buy tickets at the door for this year’s 
evening performances of the Show Period’s mainstage play. It is for people of all ages. See poster at the end for 
admission prices.

Student Fundraising Day is Friday, November 29. This is the one day a year students can raise funds for mission 
trips or causes near and dear to their hearts. Sell food and drinks, other items, or something else creative. Ideas 
must be approved by Mr. Hoving by next Thursday. Please connect in person and pitch your ideas to him.

Dinner Theatre and Silent Auction: Charlotte’s Web, Saturday, November 30 (5:30 p.m.): This is a wonderfully 
fun and entertaining event. On Saturday, November 30, enjoy a delicious dinner with delectable desserts, bid on 
silent auction items, and take in an intimate performance of Charlotte’s Web, all while supporting the school. Tickets 
are $100 per person; over half of the tickets are sold! Don’t wait. Email playtickets@tdchristian.ca today! Feel free to 
forward this message to help spread the word. Take out your friends or meet new ones.

Grad Photos: December 2, 3 & 4. All grade 12 students must be photographed for the yearbook and the grad 
composite. Pictures are taken by appointment only. Student should sign up in the office as soon as possible. There 
is a sitting fee of $35 for students who would like to purchase tickets. Once students are signed up, an appointment 
card will be handed out with more details. 

Presentations Day: Wednesday, December 18. Dozens of TDChristian classes from across the grades and 
curriculum will be presenting their learning in many ways. We love it when parents and guardians come in and see 
the presentations. Teachers will provide for volunteers to evaluate or give feedback; it’s very straight forward and 
no previous experience is necessary. Earn volunteer hours by volunteering for the morning, afternoon, or whole 
day (8:45 a.m. to 2:55 p.m.). If you are interested send an email that says “I’m Interested” to Communications 
Coordinator Tim Buwalda at buwalda@tdchristian.ca. He will get back to you with more details. For an idea of 
what Presentations Day is like go to youtu.be/C3WgmhpS_zo.
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Praise & Petition                                                           - E. Dengerink/M. Laswick 
Our love and prayers go out to Laurie Martens and William Groot, with the loss of Laurie’s mom and William’s 
sister, Christine Martens, last Wed. after a battle with cancer. Christine (Class of ‘80) was a beloved wife, mom, 
aunt, sister, and friend. We give thanks that her suffering is over and she is now with Christ. Please continue to 
uphold the entire family during this time of grief and loss.

Our Grade 12 and fifth year students are working on decisions for next year while managing their course load and 
their lives outside of school. Please remember them in your prayers. 

Last week Thursday, TDChristian hosted Grade 7 & 8 Day. There was an air of excitement as students, parents, 
and guardians learned about many of the things that TDChristian has to offer as we enfold, engage, and empower 
students to learn for service in the light of God’s word. Please pray for students and their families as they make  
decisions with regards to high school. 

We pray that the Learning Dialogues that took place yesterday evening will benefit students, parents, and teachers 
as we work together to provide the best learning experience for our students. 

School Culture           - M. Heinbuch/J. Dykxhoorn

Friday’s assembly included lots of student involvement. We listened to a grade 12 student play a fantastic piece 
on the piano. We watched a music video release created by a grade 11 student. Two grade 11 students took 
on leadership roles by running a contest called “Front of the Line”. It was really good to see many students 
empowered to show their talents to their peers. Congratulations to the grade 11 student who won the contest so 
that her grade can go to the “Front of the Line” next Wednesday for chicken burgers.

An area of focus that we need to work on with our students is our language. In recent conversations with students, 
we have discussed the new “normal” that is prevalent in our culture. The language and subject matter of songs, 
movies, and TV shows has reached a point where many of us don’t even blink an eye when we hear vulgar or foul 
language, God’s name taken in vain, cursing, or perverse lyrics.

It is important that we and our students become more aware of these things. We will continue to look for ways 
to engage our students in such discussions. We suggest and urge parents, guardians and students to talk about 
language around your dinner tables or on your car rides; how to avoid it and how to address it when others use it.

Transportation                           - J. Dykxhoorn

Thank you to everyon who has sent in updated text information after our first “Call-Em-All” event last week. 

With the changing of sports seasons, we will be adjusting who has access to a parking pass for our student 
section of the parking lot. In December, we hope to regain a portion of our lot currently occupied by the 
construction. Students are reminded that they should park on a nearby side street when the lot is full. Thank you 
for your cooperation.

Admissions             - P. Schuurman

On Grade 7&8 Day, TDChristian hosted 300 students from Grades 7 and 8, as well as over 60 parents. It was 
a remarkable day during which staff, students, parents and guardians from the TDChristian community were 
welcoming, informative and helpful. Our guests visited classrooms, listened to panel discussions, enjoyed a 
delicious lunch, and were toured through the building. For such opportunities and for those who help make these 
days happen, we give thanks to our Lord and Saviour who continues to bless TDChristian in deep, rich, and 
unfathomable ways.

We extend a very big, “Thank you” for all the work, time and commitment volunteers and staff demonstrated in 
throughout the event. We are thankful to our visitors who took time to visit TDChristian. We will continue to explore 
with them possible next steps for their families.
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Mentorship (for Grade 11 students)                                          - S. VanEerden

The first semester dates for Mentorship have passed. However, if students are still working out details of their 
projects, they may hand in work as it gets finished. Please continue to communicate with Mr. Van Eerden while 
working through the process. The official dates for doing the Mentorship are January 22 to 28, though students 
may make other arrangements with me. Presentations will happen early in second semester and be applied as a 
percentage of the mark for each of the student’s second semester classes.

Falcons’ Perch        - C. Hoving

Junior Girls Basketball: The girls finished their season after being eliminated in the playoffs by Richmond Hill High 
School. It was a great year of development for the team which was made up of mostly grade 9 students who were 
learning about high school basketball. Thank you to Ms. Bauer and Mr. David Allman, parent, for coaching.

Senior Girls Basketball: The Senior girls were eliminated in the second round of playoffs, beating King City 
Secondary School before losing to the eventual champions from Jean Vanier Catholic High School. Thank you to Mr. 
Heinbuch for coaching.

Senior Boys Volleyball: The boys had a great run through the playoffs, culminating with a four-set victory over 
Jean Vanier Catholic High School in the YRAA’s  A/AA Championship. It is the school’s second victory in three years. 
The team left this afternoon for Pain Court for this year’s “A” OFSAA Volleyball Championships consisting of  20 
teams from across the province. Check ofsaa.on.ca/boys-volleyball for results of the tournament which runs through 
Saturday.

Winter Sports: Tryouts are finishing for Junior Boys Basketball, Senior Boys Basketball, Junior Girls Volleyball, and 
Senior Girls Volleyball. Games start next week. Check Edsby for practice and game information.

TDChristian Clothing is available until Mon. Nov. 25 at www.tdchsestore.com/. The link is also available on the 
Splash! Page under Family Information.

Music Notes           - K. Hayward

TAKE NOTE – THE CHRISTMAS CONCERT IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK – Thursday, December 12 at 7 p.m.!

As we move toward the Christmas concert, all students are encouraged to work toward mastering their individual 
parts so that their contribution to their respective ensembles will be “without blemish.” Pitches, rhythms and lyrics, 
must all be under the total control of each participant.

Concert Reminder: On Thursday, December 12, at 7 p.m. all TDChristian music groups will be performing at the 
annual Christmas Concert. In addition to the Concert and Jazz bands, the choir and Ascension (TDChristian’s Praise 
band), there will be soloists and audience carol singing. After, those attending will have access to tasty treats.

Students taking Grade 9 music will perform that night. Dress for the concert is formal/dressy attire: black skirts or 
pants (no leggings, jeggings or yoga pants), black tops, and black shoes. Tops must have sleeves.

Sound checks for students in the Jazz Band and Ascension will occur between 3 and 4:30 p.m. Grade 9 music 
students, concert band and choir students will have their sound checks beginning at around 5 p.m. A more detailed 
schedule will be posted closer to the date.

Parents, guardians and those responsible for transporting concert band members to rehearsals, please note that 
there will be no rehearsals in January.

Please email hayward@tdhristian.ca if you have any questions about the TDChristian music program.

Centre Stage             - R. Peters

“Charlotte’s Web” opens in a week! We’re so excited to show off our work. We are into full runs of the play, tweaking 
moments and adding final props and costumes as we get ready for opening night next Thursday. This is a GREAT 
show for the whole family, and we have family discounts! Tickets are available at the door or in the lobby during 
lunches next week. Hope to see you there!!!
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Guidance Corner                         - E. Dengerink

Application time is here! Students have received the necessary information to help them with their applications, 
including their PIN numbers.
• Ontario Public universities – January 15, 2020 for equal consideration
• Ontario Community Colleges – February 1, 2020 for equal consideration
• Christian Universities and Colleges usually having rolling application deadlines.
• Universities and Colleges outside of Ontario also have their own deadlines. Check their websites and apply soon. 

You should let guidance know if you are applying out of province or to a Christian institution so we can forward your 
transcripts. 

ACT FIVE (Gap Year Program in Hamilton): This exciting eight month program which was started as an initiative 
of five Christian high schools (including TDChristian) and Redeemer University will have its second class starting in 
September 2020. If you are interested in applying or learning more about the program, please see actfive.ca. Fol-
low actfive.ruc on Instagram. Two TDChristian graduates of 2019 are members of the first class and are currently in 
Zambia.

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES:
Young Leaders Wanted: A week in Ottawa on Parliament Hill! The Forum for Young Canadians is Canada’s 
premier civics education program for students aged 15 to 19 years. Forum brings over 100 students per week to 
Ottawa for an intensive academic adventure immersing them in the exciting world of national politics and public af-
fairs. Check forum.ca for more information and to apply for 2020. The deadline to apply is November 30, 2019.

SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES:

If you are in Grade 11 or 12, consider taking EXPLORE. This five-week intensive immersion program is adapted 
to all skill levels. It is an opportunity to travel, learn and practise your French while discovering a new culture. The 
$2,200 bursary (available to all applicants) pays for most of the cost. You could also apply to Languages at Work, 
which provides opportunities to work in your host community following the Explore program. Check myexplore.ca 
and languagesatwork.ca/en

YOUTH EXPLORE is a three-week intensive French-immersion program offered during the summer for people with 
any skill level in French. Participants, aged 13 to 15 years, are awarded a place and funding which covers tuition 
fees for the course, instructional materials, meals, and accommodation. You will discover another region of Canada 
while learning French in classes adapted to your language level. Check myexplore.ca for more information. 

SUMMER SCHOOL ABROAD: Thinking of going abroad this summer and earning a course credit at the same 
time? Check out Blyth Academy International Summer Programs at BlythSummers.ca. or MEI International Acad-
emy at meiacademy.com. 

Library Shelf                           - J Knibbe

The Big Dig by Canadian writer Lisa Harrington is the next book on the Book Club’s list. Lucy is 14, and shortly 
after her mother’s death, she is sent to Canada’s east coast to stay with her great-aunt. She meets Colin, who is on 
a mission to dig a huge hole in his yard to protest being uprooted from his western home and made to live in this 
small seaside community. Some of the questions that arise from this book: Are secrets ever okay? What defines a 
family? Can we ever really know our parents?

Our next meeting is on Tuesday, November 26 at lunch. We’re always happy to have new interested people join us!

Robotics
Robotics season is officially winding down after a solid performance at the Ontario Tech University. Our two girls 
teams won the Women in Engineering Award, and our senior boys team was runner up for the Engineering Award. 
The team was particularly gracious when an a tournament mistake cost it a berth in the finals. Thursday is our final 
tidy up and pizza evening. Students may choose to continue the club informally on Tuesday evenings. Check the 
robotics group on Edsby for further details.
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From the Art Room
The Art room can up-cycle used/not wanted CDs and DVDs as well as playing cards.

Croquette Fundraiser
If you would like croquettes for the holidays, please email marg@tdchristian.ca and place your order. A box of 36, 
precooked beef costs $45. All proceeds go to support our friends in Belize.

A Night to Remember  
Westside Community Church, formerly Springdale CRC, closed its doors on September 8, 2019. We invite you 
to A Night to Remember on Fri., Nov. 22, at the church. We will begin with a soup supper from 5:30 to 7 p.m., 
followed by a short program of music and reflections.

P2C (Power to Change) Youth Conference: December 28 to January 1
In Toronto, in the middle of the Christmas break, discover a great opportunity to explore the relevance of Jesus 
in all of life, including future vocations. Students will experience four days of sessions, workshops, prayer, art, 
worship, and conversations. Check out p2cplus.com for all the details and to purchase tickets. Students from 
sister Christian high schools highly recommend the conference.
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LOWER YOUR 
FLU RISK

FLU SEASON IS HERE. 
GET THE FLU SHOT AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE. 
The fi rst and best step to prevent infl uenza, the fl u, is to get the fl u shot every year. The fl u is contagious 
and anyone can get it. Getting the fl u shot can protect you, your family and those around you.

PUBLIC HEALTH
1-800-361-5653
TTY 1-866-252-9933
19-5678

To learn more about the fl u and fl u vaccine, visit york.ca/fl u

In addition to getting the fl u shot, here are some other health tips that can help 
prevent the spread of the fl u:

Wash your hands well and often with either soap and water or alcohol 
based hand rub (don’t forget to wash your wrists, under your fingernails 
and in between your fingers). 

Cough or sneeze into your sleeve or cover your mouth and nose with a tissue 
and throw the tissue out immediately. Wash your hands afterwards.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth.

Avoid large crowds and stay home when you are sick.

Clean and disinfect surfaces and shared items. 

The fl u shot is especially important for 
people who are at high risk of fl u-related 
complications, and for people in contact with 
those at high risk, including:

• All children six months to five years
 of age

• People 65 years of age and older

• All pregnant women

• People with chronic health conditions 
 (including diabetes, heart or lung disease, 
 conditions a ecting the immune system,  
 neurodevelopmental conditions)

It is important to get the fl u shot as early
as possible as it can take nearly 
two weeks for the vaccine to provide 
the greatest protection.


