
Cultivating Responsible
Citizenship in All of Us

In this Issue

Anne Frank comes to TD 1

TD goes to Belize again 1

E-Block Caretakers 2

Preparing Peers 4
www.tdchristian.ca

Connecting TDChristian with our Supporting Communities                      Spring 2008

www.tdchristian.ca

The courses and opportunities we offer
at TDChristian encourage our students to
recognize and respond to the call to be
responsible citizens of their community
and country as well as citizens of the
kingdom of God.  

The Social Justice class, the Environ-
mental Block class, the international 
co-op, the peer counselling program, 
and even the staging of the story of
Anne Frank all create authentic learning
experiences and spaces in which to
investigate and grapple with the 
intricacies and complexities of that call.
In this issue of the @TDChristian 
newsletter we further explore the theme
of responsible citizenship discussed in
the fall issue, in light of how we do 
education at TDChristian.  

AnneFrankTHE DIARY OF 

“…a tremendous

story of joy in the

midst of suffering,

and hope in the

midst of fear.”

The Diary 
of Anne Frank

More than one thousand people took in TDChristian’s 

production of the stage adaptation of 

The Diary of Anne Frank

during its eight performances from February 14-23. 

The story of Anne Frank is a familiar one. Using excerpts from the actual diary
of a 13-year-old Jewish girl, it recounts her experiences and those of her family 
as they take refuge in the home of a Dutch family in Amsterdam during the 
Nazi German occupation of the Netherlands.

Drama teacher Richard Peters, who directed the production, called it a 
tremendous story of joy in the midst of suffering, and hope in the midst of fear.
He said that the story helps us to understand humanity a little better, including 
its capacity for both great goodness and great evil.

The real-life story of Anne Frank also raises some profound questions about 
the meaning of responsible citizenship. For more on that subject, read the 
article “Truthtelling is Made for People” on page 2.

Back to Belize
By Justin De Moor, VP of Communications 
(with files from Peter Groot & Matthew Sjaarda)

ast year, eight students from TDChristian took part in 
an international co-op in Belize, Central America,

offered through Hamilton District Christian High School.
This year, two students who were unable to join them
researched, planned, and set up their own co-op opportunity.
They also did the fundraising to make it happen, and left
on February 29 for their destination in Belize.  

continued on page 4

Back to Belize

L

“Running Back to Belize” by completing their fundraising
marathon are Peter Groot (left) and Matthew Sjaarda.

Sofie Bédard 
as Anne Frank

(senior cast) David 
Feddema 
as Peter, Holly
Dekkema as 
Anne (junior cast)

Nathan Kalk as 
Anne’s father 
(senior cast)
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Social Justice Class 
Taking Action by Shelby Contos, Grade 11

W ecently my husband 
Jan and I watched a

1988 series of ten short
films called The Decalogue,
by Polish director Krzysztof
Kieslowski and writer
Krzysztof Piesiewicz. Each
episode illustrates one of
the Ten Commandments
broken or upheld by 
people in various life 
situations. What we found
interesting was that, in 
certain episodes, keeping
one of the commandments
seemed to entail breaking
another. For example, in
one case a woman whose
husband is critically ill in
the hospital finds that she
is pregnant through an
extramarital affair. She
wants the doctor to tell
her whether her husband
will live or die, because 
if he’s going to live, she
wants to have an abortion.
The doctor faces a 
dilemma: he is being asked
to “take the Lord’s name 
in vain” by making a 
pronouncement on life 
and death which no
human being is entitled to
make with certainty–which
he cannot make at all, in
fact, without speaking 
irresponsibly, since the
patient’s prognosis is
unclear. But if he doesn’t,
the sixth commandment
(“You must not kill”) will
be violated by the woman
getting the abortion.

Whatever we might
think about the aptness of
this particular example, the
fact is that we sometimes
face morally ambiguous 
situations, especially 
when we know our actions
are going to determine
someone else’s. This was
the case for many under
the Nazi regime, when–as
was so vividly portrayed in
The Diary of Anne Frank–
protecting one’s Jewish
neighbours from a horrible
fate meant disobeying, and
lying to, the authorities.
Loving our neighbours 
cannot mean standing by
while they are executed.
Yet Scripture seems to
teach us that bad civil
authorities are nonetheless
authorities to be respected
and submitted to (e.g.,
Romans 13), and that lying
is intrinsically wrong. If we
can rationalize lying in this
context, are we stepping
onto a slippery slope? 
Does it mean we are saying
that the end justifies the
means? 

In answer, let us appeal
to the example of Jesus,
who courted the wrath 
of Torah-loving Pharisees
when he healed a man on
the Sabbath (Luke 14:1-6).
Notice that he didn’t
defend his action by saying
that healing the man was
“not really work”, or 
by suggesting that the
Sabbath was immaterial.
He gave the illustration of

Truthtelling is Made for People by Debbie Sawczak

Rhen we look at our world–our schools, cities, 
communities–many questions come to mind. 
Why is it this way? Why can’t it be some other

way instead? Why is this happening? Often we stand on
the sidelines and either watch the negative outcomes of
situations or witness other people’s attempts to make a
difference. But how often do we stop complaining and
asking questions long enough to make a decision to 
initiate change? James 2:14, 17-18 says: “What good is it,
my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no
deeds? Can such faith save him?...In the same way, faith 
by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. But
someone will say, ’You have faith; I have deeds.’ Show 
me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith
by what I do.” As a Christian high school, we strive to 
let our faith shine through our actions. 

In Social Justice Block we are all about making our 
voice heard, spreading awareness of issues, and then using
what we have learned to make a change. One of the most
important things in this class is mutual respect. It is the
basis of everything we do and allows things to function
properly. Every Monday at the beginning of class we are
put into small groups and handed an article on an issue
that concerns us today. This article then fuels a class 
discussion led by two moderators. Topics range from 
AIDS and its treatment in Africa to free and fair trade all
around the world. Every person’s opinion is listened to 
and taken into account and gives everyone the 
opportunity to broaden their thinking on world issues. 

As a class that focuses on community, respect, and unity,
we decided to create a Vision statement that would keep
us accountable to our goals and full of anticipation for the
opportunities the course offers us. It reads: “Within this
classroom, we are a community of unique individuals
thirsting for knowledge, ready to inspire, help, make
changes, and be unified. We are the voice for the 
voiceless, we are the friends to the friendless, and we 
are the help to the helpless. We want to bring awareness,
promote justice, and take action in the solutions. We shall
not watch the world’s flaws from the sidelines, we are
here to become aware of the problems and help while
they arise. Together, we strive to be fearless leaders 
who stand committed to what we believe.”

Aside from participating in class discussions, each 
member of the class is responsible for both an individual
project and a contribution to a group project. The topic of
each project should be something that we are passionate
about and feel is important not only to ourselves but also
to others. Presentations are creative and include such
things as bringing in a guest speaker or taking the class 
on a trip. 

One of many group projects is the 30-Hour Famine,
which the Social Justice Block will coordinate and lead 
this year. It will be occurring April 18-19 at the school. 
By fasting for 30 hours, participants raise not only money
for World Vision but awareness of poverty in other
nations. By taking part in this international event we 
hope to join in the voice that is crying for change. 

Another of our group projects this year is the Cancer
Research Walk. This event, on June 5, will include walking
around the neighbourhood and raising money for the
cause. We will also research the ever-increasing need for 
a solution to this disease. The ’Live Free’ slogan will be
advertised on T-shirts and spread awareness of the walk’s
purpose, which is to provide funds for cancer patients as
well as cancer research.

In a world focused so intently on the positive and 
negative ways in which youth are influenced and exert 
an influence, we as a generation should strive to make
change where change is needed. Social Justice Block is 
a class of 28 young individuals who have been handed 
the opportunity to make change–change not limited by
the standards that our society has set for our generation.
We are the voice for the voiceless, spreading awareness,
promoting justice, and standing fearlessly committed to
what we believe, refusing to watch the world’s flaws 
from the sidelines. @TDC

“In Social Justice Block we are all about making our
voice heard, spreading awareness of issues, and then
using what we have learned to make a change.”

E
hen I first learned that I would be taking the 
Grade 10 Environmental Block course, I was 
pretty sure of what I was in for: learning about

plants, environmental issues, animals, and of course,
careers and politics. But even on the first day, I realized
there was a whole lot more to E-Block than I expected. 

First and foremost, I was surprised by the amount of
work required. Although there wasn’t as much sitting at
desks and reading out of textbooks as in more traditional 
courses, E-block required physical, social, and creative 
discipline and endurance. Working in groups on various
projects–such as bird counting, tree planting, creating 
gardens and even planning our own trips–was quite
demanding. 

Many of the projects involved multiple tasks that we
had to organize and budget ourselves, like requesting and
paying for a bus to take the class to the zoo, or renting 
a wood-chipper for dead branches littering the back 
pathway. Working out all these details was often quite
challenging. 

E-Block boosted my confidence in many ways. At the
start of the course, getting up in front of my peers and
presenting a slideshow was basically a nightmare for me.
But as the course continued, I had to present more and
more of my work, in the form of environmental news
reports or projects, and it gradually became easier to get
up in front of the 23 other students. This course made me
less timid; instead of wondering if what I was doing was
over the top, I learned to stand out in my work. Most of
the students in the class, including me, even spoke at a
schoolwide assembly on environmental action!

In most courses, you receive information about various
issues and problems with the world. In E-Block, we took
action in many different environmental events. A great
example was the Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup in late
September and early October, which saw the class cleaning
the Humber River on Market Lane and the Rainbow Creek
Park. We recruited the assistance of a few Grade 9 Science
classes on that afternoon. In this way, we not only
affirmed our belief in supporting environmentally-friendly
causes, but also took part in those causes.

E-Block also taught me about friendship. At the 
beginning of the semester, students stayed in their own
groups, working with a few close friends for most aspects
of the class. But as the semester progressed, everyone
began to work with the other students on projects and
tasks. As a result, this class made me more comfortable
working with others–in particular, with those people 
I didn’t know or wouldn’t normally work with.   

I learned so many things from E-Block about caring 
for the planet. It can be as simple as switching your light
bulbs to longer-lasting ones, hanging your laundry out to
dry, or using public transportation as often as possible. 
I’ve come to realize that everything we do during our time
on earth impacts the planet, and that by making quite
simple changes to how we live our lives we can impact 
it in a positive way.

Psalm 33:5 tells us that “The Lord loves righteousness
and justice; the earth is full of his unfailing love.” God
loves our planet, and so should we. Not only should we 
do things to care for the environment, but we should do
things to respect every living thing on the earth: humans,
animals, and plants alike. In E-Block I learned to respect
ourselves, our friends, and the world God gave us. @TDC

Called to be 
Caretakers of 
Creation

by Annie Ratcliffe, 
Grade 10
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elling is Made for People by Debbie Sawczak

a farm animal falling 
down a well on the
Sabbath, and asked his 
listeners what they would
do–the implication being
that, of course, they would
exert themselves to rescue
it at once. 

Elsewhere (Mark 2 and
parallel passages in other
gospels) Jesus says that 
the Sabbath was made for
human beings, not the
other way around. In 
other words, there are
cases where we serve the
purpose and so the spirit
of the Sabbath by actually
violating the letter–so as to

save a human being, 
for example, or even an
animal (or, presumably,
some other part of the 
creation) necessary to
human welfare.

We can paraphrase this
for the Nazi situation by
saying that truthtelling
was made for human
beings, not humans for
truthtelling. The only
moral absolute is love, 
and love is not abstract
principles but relational
action. In general, telling
the truth demonstrates
love and respect for our
neighbour, and lying

demonstrates the opposite,
so we ought to tell the
truth. But just as there are
times when working on
the Sabbath is the only 
loving thing to do, there
are times when lying to
someone (or engaging in
civil disobedience) is the
only loving thing to do. 
If we think it’s a question
of choosing the lesser of
two evils, or of trying to
justify an evil means by a
good end, then we’re just
not understanding what
“evil” means. We need to
understand evil as failing
to act out of love rather

than as breaking a rule. 
For some people, the

Nazi example is so obvious
and unambiguous as to 
be unworthy of comment. 
But it can stand for 
something that is critical 
to Christian living, 
something that, in 
teaching our children, we
neglect at their peril. We
are confronted all the time
by moral choices that are 
a lot less clear than hiding
Jews from murderous
Nazis. Every time we stress
law over love, whether as
the criterion for our own
behaviour or as the 

criterion by which to judge
others (or, say, a piece of
literature), we are teaching
our children the wrong
thing–the way to what is
ultimately immoral living.
We are teaching a 
variation on “Humans
were indeed made for the
Sabbath”. Ever since our
first parents ate from the
Tree of Knowledge of Good
and Evil, our penchant 
has been to make decisions
by consulting abstract
moral categories rather
than concrete, loving 
relationship. The true
humanity into which Jesus
redeems us, and into which
we are to begin living, 
is different.   

But there’s more: in
order even to identify the
loving course, wisdom is
required; we have to be
able to see and evaluate
the likely implications of
our action or inaction. If
we do X, what is likely to
be the outcome for us and
for our neighbour? (If we
focus on biofuels as an
alternative to fossil fuels,
will it ultimately help or
harm?) And that takes a
good deal of knowledge
and understanding of how
the natural world works,
how society and its various
institutions work, and
what sort of creatures
human beings are. It takes
problem-solving skills,
information-finding skills,
and the ability to consult
and cooperate–all things
targeted by the TDChristian
curriculum.

Of course, as the Anne
Frank story shows, love
takes courage, too. The
wisdom to identify a loving
course is of no use without
the courage to choose that
course. And if courage can
be taught at all, it’s only 
by example and the 
faithful witness of others. 

None of us has that 
wisdom and courage all 
on our own; I know I don’t.
As the whole community
of TDChristian, we can seek
together to practise love
and prepare our children
to do so, even when it is
most challenging. @TDC

Nathan Kalk as 
Anne’s father 
(senior cast)

Junior cast member Holly
Dekkema as Anne

AnneFrankTHE DIARY OF 

Senior cast members included (from left): Tara Ubbens 
(Miep Gies), Ben Feddema (Mr Dussel), Kristyn Krause
(Margot), Sofie Bédard (Anne), Nathan Kalk (Anne’s father),
Daniel Groot (Mr. Kraler), Denise Ligterink (Anne’s mother),
Luke Sawczak (Peter), Sam Smith (Mr. Van Dam), and 
Lauren Linton (Mrs. Van Dam).

Junior cast members included (from left):  
Caitlin Horlings (Miep Gies), Brittany Bachly (Margot), 

Richard Lise (Mr. Kraler), Henry Fenn (Anne’s father), 
Holly Dekkema (Anne), Laura Kippen (Mrs. Van Dam),

Emmalena Huyer (Anne’s mother), David Feddema (Peter),
Scott Fuller (Mr. Van Dam), and Cory Lee (Mr. Dussel).
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Attention Alumni!  
Please keep us posted
regarding reunions, 
marriages, births, career
moves, and any other
important milestones.
Simply e-mail alumni@
tdchristian.ca. Don’t worry
if you’re late in reporting 
– we’re still interested!

@tdchristian
Editor: Justin DeMoor 

E-mail: 
demoor@tdchristian.ca

For further information on
TDChristian, please contact
the school.

TDChristian 
377 Woodbridge Avenue 

Woodbridge, Ontario  L4L 2V7

Tel: 416 410.9834
905 851.1772

Fax: 905 851.9992

www.tdchristian.ca

E-mail: 
info@tdchristian.ca

To reach the TDChristian
Board

board_secretary
@tdchristian.ca

• Marriages
•  Chris deWinter (01)

and Rachel Lammers,
May 4, 2007. They
now live in Grand
Rapids, where Chris 
is a seminary student.
Contact them at
crdewinter@hotmail.
com

•  Sarah Ryan (00) and
Andrew Buckley,
January 12, 2008, 
at Knox College,
Toronto. They are
currently living in
Columbia, MO, where
Sarah is working on
her MA in Music.

•  Gary Oosterhuis (99)
and Karen Horlings
(97), October 6, 2007.

•  Lesley Verkaik (98)
and Robert Martin,
October, 2005. They
moved to Barrie last
September.

• Births
•  Jillian VanMeggelen

(00) and Joshua
Scholten had a baby
daughter, Emma
JoAnn, October 9,
2007. She weighed 
in at 8 lbs 1 oz.

•  Derek (99) and Janice
(Vanderkooi, 99) 
de Boer were blessed
with the birth of their
first child, Hailee
Brooke born on
August 30th, 2007. 

•  Justin & Rachel
(Buikema, 97) 
de Waard had their 
second child, Alyssa
Janelle, October 17,
2007. A sister for
Kristin.

•  Ernie and Donna
(Brouwer, 92) Miles
had their third child,
a boy, Joel Andrew,
June 17, 2007. A
brother for Aaron
and Sophie.

•  Paul (92) and Leanne
(Wybenga, 92) Groot
had a daughter,
Danielle Mikayla,
November 4, 2007. 
A sister for Matthew,
Jacob, and Ryan. 

•  Marcus (91) and Tracy
Peron welcomed their
second and third 
children, Benjamin
and Ciaran on
September 15th,
2007. Two little 
brothers to Cathryn. 

•  Jacinda (Laning, 88)
and Brad Wallace 
had their third baby,
Naomi Faith, August 6,
2007. A sister for Ben
and Jackson.

• Reunions
The class of 1977 

celebrated 30 years of 
post-TD life on August 25,
2007. Attendees included 
24 graduates and some
spouses; one graduate 
travelled from as far as
Tennessee to attend the
event, held at Springwater
Park (Barrie - Midhurst). 
It was a wonderful time 
of reminiscing and catching
up with old friends. (See
photo below left.)

CONGRATULATIONS, 
EVERYBODY! 

Upcoming Events
2008
Grade 5-7 Dessert
Evening 
Thursday, April 17
7:00pm

Spring Rummage Sale
Saturday, April 26
10:00am-1:00pm

Grandparents’ Day
Thursday, May 1

Chorale Festival
Friday, May 2
7:00pm

Spring Membership
Meeting
Thursday, May 8
7:00pm

Spring Music Concert 
& Arts Display
Thursday, May 29
7:00pm

Preparing 

PEER 
Counsellors
By Justin De Moor, VP of Communications 

or more than a decade, TDChristian has had a peer 
counselling program; during that time, the program 
has changed and evolved to meet the needs of the 

students and the school. It currently involves sixteen 
students, divided into two groups of four female and 
four male students each. This year the groups are led 
by Guidance Counsellor Alice Vanderkooy and teacher 
Ben Freeman.  

The main goal of the peer counselling program is to
build and strengthen community within the school by
equipping students with tools such as listening skills,
empathy, an acceptance of others, and an ability to 
recognize and respond to problems. The intent is not to
develop prominent leaders who organize school events.
Rather, it is to train students to work behind the scenes 
to help shape their social groups and respond to those
who need someone to support and listen to them. 

The students who enter the program represent 
different social groups and often do not know each other
well in the beginning. This presents a challenge as they
work through group activities to build community among
themselves. A recent participant, Grade 11 student 
Janelle Van Halteren, says that she found the first several
meetings quite challenging because she did not know all
the other members of the group. But soon they all began
to bond. John Horlings, another recent participant, had 
a similar experience. He enjoyed the new friendships that
developed within the group as well as all the skills and
strategies he learned to help build and maintain 
relationships.

Students begin the program during their second 
semester of Grade 10 and graduate from it following 
the first semester of Grade 11; Vanderkooy wanted the
program to span two successive school years for greater
continuity and effectiveness. Most of the students’ first
semester in the program is spent building community
within the group and engaging in focused activities
designed to develop skills such as active listening and 
asking meaningful questions. Many of these activities
involve role-playing and discussion; they are also intended
to promote and facilitate reflection. Students are 
encouraged to reflect on their lives and situations and 
are taught to encourage others to do so as well. Horlings
found this particularly challenging, citing the busyness 
of life as an obstacle to reflection that makes it an 
uncomfortable activity for many people.  

During the first half of Grade 11, students are given
more opportunities to use the skills they have learned and
practised. They are encouraged to be aware of their peers
and respond to problems they observe and experience.
However, their response is to be one of listening and 
questioning, in contrast to the instinctive tendency to
make judgments and give advice. Both Van Halteren 
and Horlings find this difficult, but see the value of this
approach and point to the positive results that have 
come from listening more than they talk.  

Vanderkooy believes that many of these skills and
strategies mirror Christ’s interaction with people. Christ
modelled not only a genuine interest in people, but also 
a willingness to listen to them and support them without
necessarily judging or giving advice.  

The peer counselling program is another way in which
TDChristian seeks to prepare, equip, and educate students
for service in their communities and in the world. @TDC
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continued from page 1

Back to Belize

Peter Groot, a fifth-year
student who graduated last
year, and close friend Matthew
Sjaarda, in Grade 11, will be
in Belize for eight weeks.
During that time they will be
volunteering at Cornerstone
Presbyterian High School in
northern Belize, where they
will be helping to teach
sports, run the science fair,
and conduct after-school 
programs. 

Both Peter and Matthew
wanted the opportunity to
become part of a different
culture, explore the unique
natural beauty of a different
area of the world, and
learn how to better serve
others. They wanted to 
discover more about God
and see how He works in
different people’s lives.

This year, TDChristian did
not offer an international
co-op program (although
one is in the works for 
next year), so with the
school’s approval, Peter
and Matthew decided to
set up their own. Along
with their parents, they
began exploring different
options in Belize. They 
contacted Mr. Albert
Zantingh, an alumnus of
Hamilton District Christian
High School living in the
Corozal District. A few weeks
later they received the
good news that Mr. Zantingh
was not only willing to set up
the co-op, but would billet
them in his own home.

During the past few
months as they have 
prepared for the trip, Peter
and Matthew have kept in
contact with Mr. Zantingh
and worked on raising
funds. On February 19,
after training for several
weeks, they took only six
hours to complete their first-
ever marathon in the school
gym, drawing considerable
moral and financial support
from staff and students.

Peter and Matthew 
subsequently received very
generous financial support
from the school community,
their church communities,
and their families, for which
they express their heartfelt
thanks. They will be sharing
their experiences with 
their school and church
communities upon their
return. Our prayers are
with them during their
time away! @TDC

“The Three Amigos”: 30 years later
(from left) Fred Bergsma, Harry Van Beilen, and Henry Van Meggelen. 
(You can guess which is 1977 and which is 2007!)

www.tdchristian.ca

Class of 1977 Reunion

                                                                                         


