FALL ISSUE • OCTOBER 2021
CONNECTING TDCHRISTIAN WITH OUR
SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES
IN OUR 59TH YEAR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

One of the questions we had about the pandemic was, Would
it hurt our enrolment? The answer: apparently not. This
September we welcomed our biggest Grade 9 class in many
years—27% larger than last year’s, in fact! This year’s 120
Grade 9s include 61 boys and 59 girls. God is good!
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xperience is an excellent teacher.

For the second time, we’ve opened a school year
during a pandemic; self-screening protocols, masks,
and physical distancing remain parts of the daily
school routine. We’re being cautious, but we’re also
joyful about being together again! That’s why our
“R&R” stands for Reconnecting and Reaching Out.

The pandemic is teaching us the importance of now,
of each day as we live it. This is why our theme for
the year is Serve Daily. Our desire is to help our
students love learning—to help them, in all areas of
our diverse curriculum, find delight in gaining the
insight, knowledge, and abilities to serve God and
others. Not just after high school, but also right now.
We are fully committed to in-person learning
this year because students and teachers have told
us it is the best way. Seeing students together in
classes again, and reconnecting by collaborating,
discussing, debating, and debriefing after months of
disconnection in their learning, is both a privilege
and a delight.
Reaching out to serve and to learn about others
is also critical. A prime example was Day 3 of the
Grade 9 Orientation. Students served by picking up
garbage in the neighbourhood, packing studentdonated school supplies for The Scott Mission, and

sorting items at Firehall Thrift—all while reaching
out to one another at the same time. By being open to
others and helping them in their need, we can build a
Godly foundation for learning.
Hebrews 13:15-16 are our theme verses for the year:

“THEREFORE, LET US OFFER THROUGH JESUS A CONTINUAL
SACRIFICE OF PRAISE TO GOD, PROCLAIMING OUR ALLEGIANCE
TO HIS NAME. AND DON’T FORGET TO DO GOOD AND TO SHARE
WITH THOSE IN NEED. THESE ARE THE SACRIFICES THAT
PLEASE GOD.” HEBREWS 13: 15-16
Thank you for your continued support of TDChristian,
and for being part of our community. Please pray for an
entire year of reconnecting and reaching out as we strive
daily to learn for service in the light of God’s Word.
William Groot is the Principal at TDChristian

Grade 9 students safely gather together for an assembly.

Innovation
Through
Disruption
In education, there are always new

ideas about the best ways to deliver learning and
create a positive school culture. And while TDChristian
has always aimed to be cutting-edge, sometimes it
takes something really disruptive to truly open up to
new ways of doing things. This school year, some of our
initial responses to dealing with Covid have evolved
into significant changes to the way we do things.
The first is how we connect with each other. Last year,
most extracurricular activities such as clubs, sports
teams, and events had to be cancelled. We knew these
connection points were important, but this became
even more evident when they were taken away. We
also knew that since 95% of our students arrive each
day by bus, we needed to create new opportunities for
these connections to happen inside the daily schedule.
Staff were told that if they could dream the club they’d
want to supervise, the school would do its best to
make it happen.
This year, three days a week, more than 35 clubs
and groups will operate schoolwide before the buses
leave for the day. In addition to standard high school
attractions like Chess Club or Photography Club,
there are clubs built around fun (Board Game Club
and Crafting Club), exercise (Running Club and
Fitness Club), and unique interest areas (Linguistics
Club, Bible Study Club, Survivor Club, a student-led
Business Club). Gamers can join Nintendo Club or
E-Sports club.

The second change that came through
dealing with Covid was the introduction of
asynchronous learning as part of our course
plan. What this means is that, for each course,
students will do 50 minutes of learning per week
at home. This in turn allows us to give students
one extended period per week for each of their
courses by moving another course into at-home
learning for that day.

“...WE’RE EXCITED TO SEE THE LEARNING
EXPERIENCES THAT TEACHERS DEVELOP FOR
THOSE EXTENDED PERIODS!”

YEAR 1 HIGHLIGHTS OF
T H E S T R AT E G I C P L A N

“While we’ve returned to semesters this year,
last year’s quadmester structure taught us that
there are rich educational experiences that
can be achieved in extended half-day periods,”
says TDChristian’s new VP of Learning, Anneke
Gretton. “So we’ve incorporated those longer
periods into our new schedule, and we’re excited
to see the learning experiences that teachers
develop for those extended periods!”
Beyond what our new schedule might do for
learning, it also allows us to run the clubs period
inside our school day, and, on top of that, allows
the buses to return home 30 minutes earlier
each day—a significant timesaver when it comes
to beating rush-hour GTA traffic!
It promises to be another exciting year at
TDChristian, but hopefully we’ve had enough
disruption for a while!
Tim Buwalda is a teacher and the Communication
Coordinator at TDChristian

For those not wanting to join a club, there is study
hall, homework help, or even just quiet time. Choir
will also run during club time, so students in every
grade can participate. We believe this clubs initiative
will allow students and staff to connect in meaningful
and interesting ways that would not have been
possible in our previous schedule.

At our last Spring Membership Meeting, a strategic
plan to guide the school’s next three years was
presented and implemented. We are pleased to
report progress under each of the four themes. Here
are some highlights:
New students off to a flying start during Grade 9 Orientation Days.

NEW STAFF
ARRIVALS

This year we are excited
to welcome eight
new staff members
to TDChristian. You
can see them and
read more about new
teachers Matt Brown,
Janice deBoer, Laura
Girgenti, Jaya Jacob,
Ryan Neville, Rachel
Petrusma, and Rebecca
Wells-Jopling, and VP
of Learning Anneke
Gretton, under the
“About Us” tab on our
website,
TDChristian.ca.

TD-in-a-Box: Take 2
Our hope was to have a full-fledged in-person Grade 7 &
8 Day this year using our new Presentation Centre and
other spaces in the facility. However, just to be safe,
we’ve reluctantly decided to cancel it.

INNOVATIVE, DYNAMIC LEARNING
~ We’ve created a new administrative structure to
help grow and develop our leaders.
~ We’re developing a 1-to-1 computing initiative
that involves issuing laptops to all students
over a two- or three-year period beginning in
September 2022.
BELONGING AND FLOURISHING
~ We’ve implemented a new weekly schedule that
prioritizes cross-grade connections through
dozens of clubs.
~ Four Grade Advisory Groups of six to eight
students meet biweekly with the principal
to share their school experiences, offer
suggestions, and ask questions so TDChristian
can continue to improve.

Using last year’s TD-in-a-Box as a guide, which involved
350+ care packages full of surprises and info sent out to
Grade 7 & 8 students, we are creating a slightly revised
version for 2021. These will be given out to Grade 7
students in our partner feeder schools and to any Grade
8 students who did not receive one last year. This year’s
Grade 8 students will still get fun items, including a Class
of 2026 t-shirt, when we visit their schools OR when they
schedule a tour at TDChristian. If you are interested
in taking a tour and receiving a TD-in-a-Box, or know
of someone who may be, email VP Joel Dykxhoorn
(dykxhoorn@TDChristian.ca) today.

FAITH AND SERVICE
~ We’ve added more time each morning for staff
to share their faith as they lead their classes in
devotions.
~ We’ve chosen the theme “Serve Daily”, taken
from Hebrews 13:15-16 (see page 1).
INTENTIONAL GROWTH
~ We’ve been blessed with an enrolment increase
to over 430 students from last year’s 390,
including 120 new Grade 9 students.
~ We are establishing an updated overall marketing
plan, especially as we head into TDChristian’s Year
60, 2022-23.

STUDENT ON THE STREET
WHAT IS BEST ABOUT
BEING BACK AT SCHOOL?
Definitely seeing my
friends. And being
able to compete in
sports. I made the
soccer team and I
plan to do basketball
as well. -Liam
Bucella, 11

ARE YOU EXCITED ABOUT
CLUBS?
Yeah, I’m really
excited. I’m a part
of Ultimate Frisbee
Club, Fitness Club,
and Survivor Club.
-Hannah Markou, 10

HOW IS IN-PERSON
LEARNING BETTER FOR
YOU THAN REMOTE
LEARNING?
It’s easier to ask
questions, and you
can just talk to the
teacher or your
classmates instead of
having to go through
cameras. -Curtis Hay,
11

WHAT HAVE YOU
MOST ENJOYED AT
TDCHRISTIAN SO FAR?
I just like the
independence. I
have to get to my
classes, I have to do
my homework. I like
being in charge of
navigating my day
at school. -Alexander
Alaimo, 9

HOW WOULD YOU
DESCRIBE THE
ATMOSPHERE AT
TDCHRISTIAN?
Busy. Always lots
going on. But also
friendly. -Adara
Bhim, 12

WHAT CLUB ARE YOU
MOST INTERESTED IN?
Discovery Learning
Club with Mr.
Klompmaker. I’ve
never had him as a
teacher but both my
siblings did, and they
liked him, so I think
it’ll be fun. -Emilie
Loopstra, 12

Due to Covid and related travel difficulties, our
international student population has gone down over
the past two years. However, the diversity of their
backgrounds has increased. This year we welcomed
38 students from five countries, including Vietnam
(1), Hong Kong (4), Nigeria (6), China (10), and Korea
(17). These students contribute in many ways,
reminding us that God calls people from all nations,
and we are thankful for each one of them and how
they bless our school.

Year-End Appeal 2021

ALUMNI NEWS

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS MAKE
TDCHRISTIAN A BETTER PLACE!

WEDDINGS
Luke Van Schepen & Allison VanderWier (15)
married on June 26, 2021.
Michael Aukema (20) & Jordan Maliakkal (20)
married on August 6, 2021.
BIRTHS
Adrian Elzinga (09) & Lareina Schenk welcomed
Adaline Marie Elzinga on September 7, 2021. A little
sister to Levi.
James Bloemendal (01) & Christy Paterson
welcomed Finn Wilder Jack on July 13, 2021. A little
brother for Anna.
Josh Dykxhoorn (07) and Erika Straatsma (08)
welcomed Brooke Erin on June 20, 2021. A little
sister to Jack and Kate.
Do you have news or updates you’d like to share with us?
Contact marg@TDChristian.ca

TDChristian is grateful for the work of our Chapters
and their volunteers. If you are part of an active
Chapter, please continue to support in that way.
Otherwise, please prayerfully support our Year-End
appeal! Watch for info by mail or go to our Donate
page (tdchristian.ca/giving) to find out more about
the financial needs of TDChristian.

Upcoming Open Houses
(We hope to offer all Open Houses in person. Check
TDChristian.ca for the latest info.)
WINTER OPEN HOUSE
January 13, 2022

SPRING OPEN HOUSE
May 12, 2022

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

PRIVATE TOURS: Anytime

Did you know that Firehall Thrift
has been open for online sales at
firehallthrift.ca since last spring?

TDCH Apparel E-store

We do anticipate being able to
open for in-person shopping
very soon, and that means we’re
going to need a lot of volunteers
for sorting, pricing, cashiering,
and other tasks this fall and
winter. It’s a great opportunity
to contribute to a worthy cause
in a friendly atmosphere. To find
out more, email Paul Haffenden
at info@firehallthrift.ca. In the
coming months, we’ll also be
sharing how you can donate your
gently used items, but please do
not drop anything off just yet.

The TDCH Apparel E-store is now
OPEN! Go to tdchestore.ca to find
the latest and greatest in TDCH
hoodies, jackets, hats, and more!
New styles and items
have launched for
2021-22 that you’ll
want to check out.
Are you one of our Alumni?
There’s something for you too,
with our vintage TDCH logo and
with your name and grad year
embroidered on the sweater
sleeve.

KEEP IN
TOUCH!
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