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Nota Bene
			

- W. Groot

It’s great to be able to work with others who are passionate about Christian education. Today’s Nota Bene is written by VP
Ms. P. Schuurman. It was originally part of Admissions, which you should still read, but it’s great here. Thank you, Patty!
TDChristian’s daily virtual assemblies include devotions, fun things like student and staff trick shots, and features such
as a do-it-yourself session by Mr. Freeman on how to grow plants and potatoes. Yesterday, Ms. Dibbits talked about the
reckless love of Jesus in the passage in which the shepherd seeks for the lost sheep. How awesome would it be to live in
and lean into that reckless love? Here’s the link: www.youtube.com/watch?v=0sjdCpP-zBw&feature=youtu.be
This assembly reminds me that TDChristian is a place of belonging. Maybe we don’t think ourselves as sheep, but we
are – all together – followers of the Great Shepherd. TDChristian is a place where we care and look out for one another,
where people check up on a friend or peer when things aren’t going so well. TDChristian is a place that we want people to
know about – it’s not static or complacent. We are dynamic, including trick shots and challenges beyond the norm, and we
highlight student work and play! And as we seek to grow roots, we continue to learn in fertile soil and thrive in nurturing
conditions. This is TDChristian, and we are proud and thankful to share it with you and others inside and outside our
community. Please continue to pass along the positive message, that TDChristian is a place of learning AND belonging.
Stay tuned for our Virtual Open House which premieres on YouTube on May 28. We will showcase our building, program
and, most importantly, the people of TDChristian. Thank you, again, for the part all that you do for TDChristian!

Project 20/20							

- L. Fernhout, Campaign Fundraising Manager

We continue to connect with TDChristian community members. For the past two weeks, TDChristian staff members, Joni
Knibbe and Elaine Roorda, have been calling grandparents to let them know about the upcoming virtual Grandparents
Day. A mailing will be sent to them with an invitation for our Virtual Grandparents Day, on May 7! We were happy to share
our Virtual Assemblies link to over 70 grandparents who wanted it.
To donate to our ‘Use Where Needed’ fund (that includes COVID-19 Contingency), go to tdchristian.ca/giving. lt allows us
to allocate monies to the area(s) of greatest need (e.g. tuition assistance, staffing, online tools) so that in the short-term
we can continue to help students learn for service in the light of God’s Word. You can donate to Project 20/20, as well.
While the Project 20/20 construction site remains closed, we continue to fundraise for it. Stay tuned for more information
about furnishing the inside of the new build and how you and the TDChristian community can contribute.
We are thankful for what we have received for Project 20/20. So far we have raised $3,243,000 in gifts and pledges. We
move ahead in faith and know that God is faithful!

What’s Upcoming?
Grandparents Day will be done differently on Thursday, May 7. Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, we will not be
meeting onsite. However, we are planning a virtual Grandparents Day assembly on the morning of May 7 via YouTube.
After it, students will have time to connect by phone, email or internet. Invitations will be sent by mail this week.
Grandparents can send their email address and/or phone number to marg@tdchristian.ca. See page 6 for more.
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The third set of Learning Reports will be posted in Edsby on Tuesday, May 8 instead of May 15 so that students
and families have a better sense of their academic standing at an earlier time. Learning Dialogues will be replaced
by contacts made via Edsby messages with individual teachers. Feel free to connect with your child’s teacher and
arrange ways to either message or talk about their learning.
TDChristian Spring Membership Meeting on Thursday, May 14, 2020 at 7 p.m. This meeting will be held via Zoom
and is open to all parents, guardians and members and include the unveling of Notice 2020. Membership packages
will be mailed to all parents, guardians and members this week. The package will include instructions of how to signin to the meeting. We will also celebrate Ms. Tenyenhuis’ work at TDChristian as she will be retiring at the end of this
school year. Any family that attends the entire meeting will fulfill this year’s Parent/Guardian Volunteer hours.

Praise & Petition

			

- E. Dengerink/M. Laswick

Spring is normally a very busy time of year at TDChristian! In addition to on-line classes, the final two months include
projects, presentations, tests, Grandparents day, Membership meeting, Virtual Open House, and final evaluations.
Please pray for motivation, persistence, enthusiasm, incredible learning, and energy for all students and staff during
the last few months of the school year.
Valerie Gottardo’s grandfather, Lorenzo Gottardo, died of a heart attack on Saturday. Valerie was very close to him.
This is an incredibly difficult time for people to plan funerals, as restrictions are put on the number of family members
permitted to attend. The family is thankful that Valerie was given a short window of time to say goodbye.
David Hayashi’s grandmother suffered a third stroke earlier this month. She is weak but is still alive and fighting.
Please pray for her recovery, as well as her husband and David’s family.
We continue to pray for residents and staff and Holland Christian Homes and other long-term care homes. We pray
for all our front line workers – many of whom are part of the TDChristian community. May they all feel Christ’s love
and protection surrounding them each and every day.
Our hearts go out to the people of Nova Scotia after the tragic shooting a week ago. One can only imagine the pain
and loss the communities will be dealing with in the days and months ahead. Please pray for healing, comfort, and
peace for all those impacted by this senseless act of violence.

School Culture									- J. Dykxhoorn
We had another fantastic two weeks of virtual assemblies. Our daily assemblies include a large variety of segments,
including cooking shows, Environmental Block, family “trickshots”, daily devotionals by various staff and students,
and excellent student work.
Check them out daily by subscribing to the TDCH Woodbridge channel on YouTube. The link to get to the playlist is:
www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMd4G5HsuycmsGsoLswf6XVJiof8ROY9C
One of the most difficult challenges of virtual school is the lack of physical connection students experience. It is
important for us to be aware of this situation and to encourage our students to make as many meaningful “distanced”
connections as they can. It is a great time for them to practice the age-old tradition of conversing by phone – hearing
their friends’ voices.
We pray that your families are able to experience connections, in meaningful ways, to combat the isolation and
loneliness that this quarantine brings with it. We will continue to do our best to create ways that students can connect
at “virtual” school until we celebrate the return of staff and students into our physical building.

Board Matters

							

- B. VanLaare

Welcome from the TDChristian Board of Directors! Since our Fall Membership Meeting (or for that matter even six
weeks ago) what is normal has totally changed in society and for learning at TDChristian. The usual in-person school
experience has been replaced by online virtual learning using tools such as Edbsy and Zoom.
On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like to formally invite you, parents, guardians, homestay parents, as well
as members to attend via Zoom our first virtual Spring Membership Meeting on Thursday, May 14 at 7 p.m.
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We believe that it is important during this pandemic for us as a community to get together and conduct this meeting
despite it not being live or in person. Due to the advancement of technology, you will be able to attend the meeting
in the comfort of your own home as we share the what’s happening at TDChristian.
At this time of uncertainty, we know that we must put our trust in our one true Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for his
guidance and direction as we move forward in faith.
God has truly blessed TDChristian. As a board, we are thankful for the diligent teachers, wonderful teachers/staff
and administration that provide Christian education to all our students and truly live our focus as a school of “Learning for Service in the Light if God’s Word”. I look forward to seeing you on line at the meeting.

Admissions 								

- P. Schuurman

For what was the first part of this section, see Nota Bene on the first page.
Here are some reminders about our Admissions process:
1. If you have a child planning to attend TDChristian for the first time in any grade next year and have not yet
registered your child, please contact Patty Schuurman by emailing schuurman@tdchristian.ca or by filling out
an online application at tdchristian.ca/studentadmissions. Please note that this is ONLY for new students to
TDChristian. Families who are only re-enrolling current students will be sent paperwork automatically in May.
2. We are committed to learning for service in the light of God’s Word. God is in this place. If you know someone
who wants to be or should be a part of this Christ-centered community, please let them know about TDChristian.
Word of mouth is the best way to tell friends, neighbours, or colleagues about what TDChristian has to offer. Send
them to the website, have them email schuuurman@tdchristian.ca, or let Patty Schuurman know so that she can
connect with them!
Some key points are:
• The school kept going through virtual learning despite the recent pandemic.
• We run annual, meaningful service trips to Toronto and Central America.
• Innovative programs such as Grade 9 Science quarters, Grade 10 Environmental Block, Grade 11 Perspectives
Block and Grade 12 Physics Block, Band, Choir and Improv are offered.
• We have a dynamite committed, Christian staff who are talented educators and relate well to teenagers.
• If you refer a family to us who did know about TDChristian and did not attend a feeder school, you can earn ten
parent/guardian volunteer hours if and when they enrol their child(ren).
Together, we are better. Thanks for staying in touch and telling others as well!

Falcon’s Perch								

- C. Hoving

In this week’s edition, we look at the Athletic All Stars. Each year, about 8 to 10 members of the graduating class
are selected as TDChristian Athletic All Stars. These are athletes who have made significant athletic contributions
to at least one sports team during their years at TDChristian. These are players who when other teams watch them
play, say “Wow, she/he is so good.” We also recognize students who have been on at least eight sports teams
during their years at TDChristian.
2019 winners (L-R, Carolyn Kooy, Britney Veltman, Caleb VanderWal, Jeffrey Boekee, Jason Chan, Mason Janse)
2018 winners (L-R, Julianna Groot, Jacob Schuurman, Eric Van Zeumeren, Seth Van Schepen, Curtis Boven, Caleb
Mathai, Christine Ryzebol)
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Music Notes						

- K. Hayward

Music at TDChristian has moved into the homes of our students and teachers. Band, Choir and the senior music
classes are all working on a virtual project inspired by “Music Monday.” More on this later.
Please talk to and encourage the members of these groups and classes who live with you. Challenge them in their
efforts to sing and play with conviction, expression, intensity, accuracy and heart. We look forward to being able to
present something special in the not too distant future.
Please send any questions about the music program to hayward@tdchristian.ca

Guidance Corner 							

- E. Dengerink

College and University Applicants:
• Mid-term marks have been sent to OUAC and OCAS. Be sure to check for accuracy, especially if you are taking
courses outside of TDChristian. If you see an error or omission please contact Mrs. Dengerink. The last round of
university offers will go out by the end of May.
• All college offers must be confirmed by May 1, 2020! Check the college deadlines for the first tuition deposit in
order to hold your spot in the program.
Current Summer School information for local Public and Catholic School Boards can be found on the TDChristian
Splash! Page. Things will likely change as the government makes further announcements about schools restarting.
At that time, the chart will be updated. Students can attend to recover a credit or to take a new course. Please Edsby
message or e-mail Mrs. Dengerink if you would like to register.
MyBlueprint is hosting Live webinars for families! Below is a portion of an email from the myBluerprint staff:
“We are so excited to announce that the LIVE webinars for families are back by popular demand!” Based on the
positive feedback we received from our myBlueprint community, we have added webinar dates to continue to support the documentation of learning from home using All About Me Portfolio (K to 6) and Education Planner (7 to12).”
See below for family webinar offerings, dates/times, sign up information, and more. Here is the link for more information and to register: us13.campaign-archive.com/?u=8f073a64bd42f1fa688c4f3f1&id=e8a329a60c&e=b0d0dfc3e6
Documenting Learning From Home (K-12)
• April 29, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. to 7:25 p.m. EST
• May 5, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. to 5:25 p.m. EST
• May 13, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. to 5:55 p.m. EST
Act Five is s an exciting new program TDChristian has partnered with this past school year. Check out this awesome video put together by the students at the end of the first year of Act Five! - Act Five Year End Recap (Two
2019 TDChristian grads, Robyn Postma and Rianna Ho, are featured in the video). Act Five is still accepting applications for September 2020 and is in full planning mode for the fall. Social Distancing has made us even more excited
to get back to living in community together, experiencing all that Act Five has to offer for year 2! To learn more, check
ActFive.ca or follow us on Instagram @act_five. Join us for a Virtual Open House and tour of the Act Five home on
Thursday, April 30 at 1pm through Instagram Live.

Centre Stage

										- R. Peters

“Puppet Time!”
Our improv program is moving to sock-puppets! The medium of Zoom is far better suited to a puppet show than to
fully-embodied performances like those we have on our Black Box stage. Students are creating their own “sock-puppet personae” and staged backgrounds so all eyes are on their creations and not the creators... which is, ultimately,
the aim of any good show!
While Grade Nines are just in the preliminary stages of making their puppets, our improv team is already generating
work to rival the professionalism of established improv troupes navigating the uncharted waters of improvising in the
age of COVID-19! Join us (from anywhere in the world!) for adLIBB any Thursday from 11:50 a.m.– 12:15pm EDT, to
see what we’ve been up to these past few weeks.
Email peters@tdchristian.ca to get on the guest list! See page 6 for the sock puppet creations.
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Library Shelf

							

- J. Knibbe

The due dates of all TDChristian library books that were borrowed before March break have been changed to June
11, which is the last day of regular classes this semester.

TDChristian Archives

						

- J. Knibbe

For the 25th and 50th anniversaries of TDChristian, a poster listing the names of everyone who attended TDChristian
over the years was published. There are multiple stories attached to each name. As we prepare for TD’s 60th anniversary in 2022-23, why not share a memory or story of your time at TDCH/TDChristian? We would love to hear from
you. Email me, Joni Knibbe (knibbe@tdchristian.ca).
Do you know someone who has photos, slides, movies or videos of past TDChristian events?
Are you in the process of downsizing, and wonder what to do with your TDChristian yearbooks or other souvenirs?
Do you have copies of the “TDCHS News Bulletin” and “The Talon” newsletters, especially from the 1980s?
They would be a welcome addition to the archives. We would be grateful to get them but also happy to scan and
return them to you.
Please contact me by emailing knibbe@tdchristian.ca if you have or know anyone who has any of these items.

Community Support
Do you need annuals for your garden?
Would you like to support a business from the TDChristian community?
One of our families, Jeff and Angela Zomer, are experiencing tough times as most of their wholesale orders
for plants have been cancelled.
They have had to quickly switch to on-line sales to try to sell their products.
Check out zomersgreenhouses.com to see what is available and how you can place an order for pick-up in
Milton.
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Check out the sock puppets made by the Improv Team
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