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Social Justice

BLOCK
by Katie Hoogendam

What is social justice? That is the question I put to
my students during the first few days of our Social
Justice Block class. Several weeks have passed since
then, and so far we haven’t found a satisfactory
answer. It seems that the concept of social justice is
so wide and so varied that most of us – youth and
adult alike – have a hard time articulating exactly
what we mean when we say we are concerned with
“social justice.” But if my students have not arrived
at a succinct definition of justice, they have certainly
done a lot of grappling with the issues surrounding
the concept, and this makes me happy as a teacher.
Learning is not in finding solutions so much as 
in wrestling with ideas and grasping for new 
understanding. In other words, we learn best 
when we struggle most.

At TD, Block courses are 
project-based and primarily
student-run. Curriculum fits
provincial guidelines, but
each Block class is different
from the next. Classes meet
daily for a two-period
“block” of time (hence 
the name), allowing more
opportunity for in-depth 
project work, field trips,
guest speakers, and other
alternative types of learning.
Since these classes are also
somewhat smaller than average, a more close-knit 
classroom community usually develops. TD currently offers
Block courses in Media (Grade 11/12), the Environment
(Grade 10), and Social Justice (Grade 11). Media Block 
was the first course of this kind to be offered here, and it
continues to evolve and mature with each successive year.
This semester marks year two for Environmental Block,
and year one for Social Justice Block. 

As the Social Justice Block teacher, I can attest to the
sense of community experienced in the classroom. Because 
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Enacting the Justice 
of Christ’s Kingdom 
in a Fallen World
by Debbie Sawczak 

’m looking at the announcements for two events in the GTA around the topic of social 
justice, presented from a Christian point of view: one at the Meeting House (a Brethren

in Christ church in Oakville), and one at Tyndale University Seminary. Both will be over 
by the time this issue of @td is in people’s hands, and I wonder what passions will have
been ignited and what actions will have been inspired by these events. Social justice is 
an area of thought and activity that has occupied the Christian community ever since the
Holy Spirit brought it to birth. In every age we continue to wrestle with how to enact 
the justice of Christ’s Kingdom as fallen but redeemed people in the world. 

Even in the days when I attended TD, these questions were not confined to Man in
Society classes, although Mr. Suk certainly gave them passionate voice there; we used to
distract Mr. VanManen with questions about capital punishment and the penal system in
French class as well. In 2007, the interdisciplinary character of social justice education at
TD finds its expression in a new Block course led by Katie Hoogendam. I say “led” rather
than “taught” because, by the sounds of it, this is not about someone passing on 
knowledge and skills to students so much as a collective journey of exploration in which
Hoogendam is the advance scout. Some action towards justice will take place right away
during the semester, and some, we trust, will come later as the fruit of seeds planted by
this course, by the TD experience as a whole, and by other sources of learning in our 
students’ lives.

Another such source of learning is the International Co-op currently being undertaken
in Belize by students from TD and Hamilton District Christian High. We are excited about
what these 17 young people will learn together over their twelve weeks of life in that
country. Here in Canada it can be easy to immerse ourselves in entertainment, the 
familiar interaction of our own community, and our jobs, especially as technology 
increases the convenience of doing so. The International Co-op, the Social Justice Block,
and even the World Vision 30-Hour Famine to be held at TD later this month are all great
opportunities for students to look outward and see themselves as faithful agents in 
a larger world.    

I “Social 
Justice 
is about 
humanizing
faceless 
issues.”
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Nicaragua 2007
by Joel Westerhof

On March 12, sixteen TD students and four teachers 
flew out to Nicaragua to spend ten days in that country
helping to build up a local Christian school in partnership
with Worldwide Christian Schools. We spent our days
high in the mountains in the city of Esteli, three hours
north of the capital city of Managua. Working alongside
our Nicaraguan brothers and sisters at the Christian
school, we helped tear down and rebuild the girls’ 
bathroom, level out the basketball court, and tie rebar 
in preparation for pouring concrete. Through work, 
worship, and sport, we grew closer to each other, to 
our Nicaraguan hosts and friends, and to our Lord. 
Nicaragua is a wildly beautiful land populated by a 
wonderfully spirited and spiritual people, eager to 
share and laugh. It was our pleasure to serve them 
as they served us.

“It was our pleasure to serve them as they served us.”
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( above) Sabrina Henry
wheelbarrows a full load
of riders.

(below) The completed 
soccer field.
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Taking the   by Justin DeMoor

Classroom to 

Belize 
On Thursday, March 1 at 7:00 a.m., eight TD students 
and nine from Hamilton District Christian High (HDCH)
boarded a plane in Buffalo’s international airport.
Accompanied by HDCH teacher William Kamphuis, they
were on their way to Belize for the International Co-op,
offered for the first time this year as a collaborative
effort of TD and HDCH.

Students on the International Co-op, believed to be the
first of its kind, will spend twelve weeks in Belize serving
in a variety of missions such as orphanages, hospitals,
schools, camps, and seniors’ homes. As part of the co-op,
they will also complete assignments related to their 
activities and academic interests, earning high school 
co-op credits in the process. 

During their placements students will be living with
local families. They will encounter new foods, customs,
traditions, and routines, all of which will form part of
their cross-cultural learning experience. Preparation for
the trip included a five-day retreat at Circle Square Ranch
near Ottawa, where participants enjoyed teambuilding
activities and were introduced to the International Co-op
program. This was followed by two weeks (30 hours) of
service at local placements such as elementary schools and
churches. In addition, students had to raise $3,000 each 
to help cover the costs of their trip. 

TD participants in the venture are senior students
Rachel Fenn, Hannah Smele, Nathan Lamont, Aislin
Dekkema, Laura Mikelsons, Grade 11 students Elena
Knibbe and Nicholas Meiboom, and Grade 10 student
Rachelle Veldkamp. 

The International Co-op, almost a year in the making, 
is another way that TD is trying to further its mission of
“educating teens for service in the light of God’s word.” 
It will also give these young people an insight into 
the experience of being strangers, preparing them to 
welcome the strangers they will encounter in their 
future lives. @tdch

Alexis Bell works on an
independent project on
women’s issues.

Michael Tughan
does research 

for a rant about
free-trade

coffee.

Students Krista
Huyer (left) and
Bronwyn Mulrooney
(right) tie rebar 
with an audience.

(above) Girls v girls soccer
game. We lose, despite 
an awfully impressive
looking kick by Becky Vos.

we had more time, we were able to spend quite a while at the beginning of the semester
getting to know each other as whole people. I believe this has helped us to recognize our
weaknesses and strengths both as individuals and as a group. It has also allowed us to
work on our interpersonal skills: in a course where controversial subjects are regularly
delved into and discussed, it is imperative that students be able to listen to one another
and respect one another’s views, no matter how different from their own. 

Social Justice is about humanizing faceless issues. We cannot expect to understand the
struggles of a child labourer in China or have compassion for a coffee farmer in Ethiopia
if we do not first examine our own hearts, minds, and bank statements. We are a 
powerful people socially, globally, economically, and spiritually. The danger is not that 
we will do evil, but that we will do nothing. 

As a class, we are examining our lives from personal, social, and economic viewpoints
and on a local and global scale. We read books and watch movies on a variety of issues
and reflect on them together. We go on field trips, listen to guest speakers, and 
participate in workshops. We discuss current events and how they relate to our freedoms
and responsibilities. Often, we are called to recognize our own hypocrisy or passivity.

It has been inspiring for me to witness some students making a commitment to drink
only fair-trade coffee or buy only “sweatshop-free” clothes. Personal decisions such as
these, no matter how small, are the real progress. It is enlivening to see how a desire to
learn about the world and its people can push a student to examine herself as a citizen
of that world. Students are researching sweatshop labour, organic clothing, the penal 
system, bullying in schools, and many other topics. Over the course of the semester, 
they will respond through a major independent project, a group project, and several
whole-class projects. Each of us is passionate about different issues, ranging from poverty
to feminism to globalization to animal abuse, and we share our discoveries with one
another.

In order to shed some light on Social Justice Block from the students’ perspective, 
I asked the class for some feedback about the course. Below is a taste of the responses 
to my questions. 

HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THE STUDENT-INITIATED AND PROJECT-BASED 
STRUCTURE OF SJ BLOCK?

Alexis Bell: I like it. The group needs to feel like they are all contributing to how it
runs. It’s an empowering class, so I think it works best by being student-run. The projects
are kind of stressing me out because they seem so far away when really they’re not, 
and I have trouble getting started on things until I really have to.

Meagan VanAndel: I really like the structure of the class. I find it allows us students
to have more say over what we learn and feel like we are participating more in the
teaching-learning process. I think it also makes us more willing and passionate about 
the work we are doing.

WHAT IS THE MOST DIFFICULT PART OF SJ BLOCK?

Aleczandra Sallows: Staying on task, because there are so many issues to talk about! 

Meagan VanAndel: Probably, having to learn to cooperate with others on various
projects and stay on task to complete something. We have a lot more responsibility, and
being more student-led we now become accountable to ourselves and the other students.

WHAT ISSUES ARE YOU MOST EXCITED ABOUT, AND WHY?

Chris DeWolde: Homelessness intrigues me. It’s one thing that seems real to me, 
considering I just went on the service trip.

Liz Rodell: I am most excited about everyone’s independent projects. You get to learn
more about the person as well as the issue. I want to raise awareness around feminism.
I’m not sure, though; I’m still deciding.

April Dekkema: I’m most excited about the issue of child labour. The fact that little
children around the world are working and being treated as animals tugs at my heart,
and I feel something needs to be done.

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO SOMEONE CONSIDERING SJ BLOCK?

Chris DeWolde: If social issues are something you care about, this class is for you. 
If you couldn’t care less for the starving people in Africa or the people in Indonesia 
working for $.50 a day, don’t join – you won’t enjoy it.

When I asked the class about our major weakness as a group, the resounding answer
was, “We can’t be all talk and no action – we need to get out there and do something!”
– a familiar concern for members of any community, be it church, school, government, 
or family. It’s familiar because inertia is something all humans struggle with. We are
reminded of the weight of our actions in 1 John 3:18, which reads, “Dear children, let 
us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” Our class has chosen 
a quote of its own as well: “If you choose not to decide, you have still made a choice.”
(Rush “Freewill”) Our actions shape who we are as people; I’m excited to see where 
this course will take my students. Perhaps we can’t save the world in one semester 
– but it’s worth a shot! @tdch



very generation is 
judged at some point;

there were the Builders,
the Boomers, and the 
Gen Xers. But what
defines the worldview of
the teen today? The media
feeds our society with
images of what’s “normal”
and “appropriate” for
teenagers, but is there
really some kind of 
“average teen”?

– Andy Philp & 
Kimberly Fiedler, 
Grade 11

To get just a glimpse
into teendom, Andy Philp
and Kimberly Fiedler 
interviewed two randomly
selected TD students about
their choices and plans,
their perceptions of school,
and the presence of 
technology and the media
in their lives. Sora Kim 
is in Grade 12, lives in
Etobicoke, and was born in
Korea. Mike Broekema is
in Grade 11, lives in
Caledon, and was born 
in Canada.

When it comes to career
and education, Sora is
pragmatic. Her dream job
is in hotel management,
and she has definite plans
to study that field after
high school. She would
rather have a high-income

job than one that is 
enjoyable but less 
lucrative. Mike, on the
other hand, dreams of
owning a record store, 
and would rather have 
an enjoyable job than 
a highly-paid but 
disagreeable one. His post-
secondary plans are only
tentative at this point, but
do not seem to lead to
record store ownership: 
he is leaning towards life
sciences.

Both Sora and Mike
believe they are getting 
a better education at TD
than they would at a 
public school, and 
appreciate the staff here –
although Sora volunteered
that some of the teachers
care “too much”. She is
somewhat noncommittal
about the attitude of her
fellow students, finding
them nice on the whole
but a little cliquey. 

In Mike’s experience, 
students of different
grades and different
interests mix well at TD.  
Interestingly, both teens
have a Facebook account
(Mike: “of course”), both
watch MTV/MuchMusic,
and both have an iPOD.
In addition, Sora has a
camera, and Mike has 
a cell phone. @tdch
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TD has once again proven that a high school is more than 
capable of carrying off high drama, and not just in the
Guidance counsellor’s office. Sheridan’s A SCHOOL FOR
SCANDAL is a well-known revival Restoration Comedy, more
Shaw Festival than Stratford, and more professional theatre
than high school. The language is complex, the plot convoluted
and somewhat grown-up, and the dialogue full of lengthy
asides and quick repartee. You have to be better than average
to carry it off.

’m pleased to say that 
the TD troupe did! A

two-level stage and
thoughtful use of lighting
brought out foreground
and background action
right from the start.
Spotlighting the bombastic
soliloquies alerted us to
running jokes and created
the illusion of depth in a
small, intimate space. The
costumes, good through-
out, were in some cases
brilliant, especially Joseph’s
shocked-seagull hair look.
Like the costumes, the
scenery effectively created
the setting in as minimalist
a way as possible. None of
these elements drowned
out the actors, but instead
provided just enough 
support to place us in the
period of the play – a 
period in which manners,
playing at manners, and
hence character itself, are
paramount.

And what characters!
The names, of course, are
powerful tokens – Snake,
Premium, Surface, Careless
– but the students turned
them into humans
embodying those qualities.
Though structured as 
comedy, the play carries
powerful emotions. 
A large inheritance, a 
marriage, and true love
are at stake. Indeed, the
whole play can be seen as
a full-blooded enactment
of James 3: the characters
are us in our social lives. 
It comes off as a whirlwind
of words thrown like 
daggers, assassinations of
character by the sins of
almost all the players, and
yet the plot has to sail
through the storm intact
enough for us to see 
villains unmasked and
peace restored. It can be
difficult to get this play
across as something other
than a complex and
mechanical Aesop’s Fable. 

That they managed to
do so is a tribute to the
director, Mr. Peters, and 
to the principal actors. 

A School for Actors
by Jan Sawczak

E

“…but is there really some kind 
of average teen”? 

The weakest element in
the performance I attend-
ed was the “school for
scandal” itself (Sneerwell
et al), probably because
here Sheridan is trying to
explain the play instead 
of carrying it forward.
These characters were
Pythonesque but without
enough poison, making
the eventual revelations of
truth a little less deliciously
triumphant. In the main
action, however – the parts
of Joseph, Oliver, Peter,
Charles, and Lady Teazle –
the play surged forward
with great energy and wit.

On the whole, TD’s 
A School for Scandal was 
a great success, and an
excellent choice in these
days of spin, Internet 
bullying, and attack ads
from our political leaders.
Well done! @tdch

Members 
of Cast One
assemble on
stage for a 
curtain call. 

Mike Broekema,
Grade 11

Sora Kim, 
Grade 12

I

high drama
at TD

Kris Van Soelen, Darryl
Hoving, and Emily Groot 
as Sir Oliver Surface, 
Sir Peter Teazle, and
Rowley, respectively.

STUDENT
PROFILES
The World of the Teen



Upcoming Events
2007
Grandparents’ Day
April 26, 9:00am-12:30pm

Rummage Sale
April 28, 10:00am-1:00pm

Spring Membership
Meeting
May 3, 7:30pm

Spring Music Concert
and Arts Display
May 31, 7:30pm
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Alumni

News
TD

Attention Alumni!  
Please keep us posted
regarding reunions, 
marriages, births, career
moves, and any other
important milestones for
inclusion in this section.
Simply e-mail alumni@td
christian.ca. Don’t worry 
if you’re late in reporting 
– we’re still interested!

Attention Class of
1997! Has it been 10
years already?? The TDCH
Class of 1997 will hold its
10-year reunion on June 16,
2007 at the school with a

post-party to follow. The
event begins at noon. Send
your contact information
and RSVP to Jennifer (Hart)
Flikkema at rflikkema@
rogers.com or call: 519-
644-1692 as plans are 
currently underway.
Please include your mailing
address, phone number,
and e-mail address for
future updates, and don’t
hesitate to send along 
any great reunion ideas!
Looking forward to 
hearing from you!

Let Us Hear
From You!
We would like to experiment
with making @TD a bit more
interactive. If there’s a certain
topic you’d like to see an 
article on, or if you have
something to say or some
feedback to offer, please
write to the editor at 
debbie@kest.com. Thanks! 

www.tdchristian.ca

(www.facebook.com)
by Eric Vrieling

acebook (www.facebook.com) is a community website popular among TD students. 
Someone recently defined community websites as “the opportunity to leave a part 

of yourself online while you are offline”. Such sites typically let users publish profiles 
of themselves, photos, messages, audio, and video onto their personal web pages.
Facebook has differentiated itself from other community sites by introducing the concept
of “friends”, which allows the owner of a page to control access to the information on it.
Only other Facebook users whom a page owner has designated as “friends” can see that
person’s Facebook page.

When a substantial number of people who know each other get their own pages on 
a community website such as Facebook, the site undergoes a surge in popularity. That 
is what has happened at TD, where over 200 students currently have Facebook pages.
Facebook allows these students to view a “news feed” which briefly itemizes all the
changes that have occurred on all their friends’ pages. With dozens of TD students 
updating their Facebook pages daily, the news feed is always buzzing with information
about these changes.

During a recent PD day, teachers got together for a discussion about Facebook.
Opinions varied. Some, believing that Facebook serves little educational purpose, felt 
the site should be blocked on all school computers because it seems to consume so much
of the students’ time. Others spoke passionately about the need for us to embrace the
way teenagers are communicating with each other. Still others raised the point that
blocking one particular website will just drive students en masse to the next new commu-
nity site. In the end it was agreed that we would not block Facebook, but would take
measures to curtail its use during class time.

As part of our commitment to engage technology Christianly and help our students 
to do the same, staff at TD maintain an attitude of alert and critical interest in the 
electronic culture of teens. We encourage parents to do so as well. @tdch

Your teen’s e-life
Teenagers are finding new and increasingly complex ways to communicate with
each other. Parents who did not grow up with cell phones, pagers, MSN, e-mail
and community websites like Facebook may feel a little overwhelmed when they
see their son or daughter on the phone, instant messaging with two buddies
from school, and listening to music on MP3 all while completing their biology
homework. The new reality is that teenagers have learned to multitask 
in ways that we did not in our younger days.

Here are some questions a parent should ask:

1. What information is my child leaving online? Who can see that information?

2. While my child is busy multitasking, is the quality of homework suffering? 
Would there be a marked improvement in the quality (and quantity) of 
homework done if it received the child’s full concentration?

3. What is my child doing online? Is the computer in the child’s bedroom where 
others cannot see his or her activity? Have I loaded software onto the 
computer to block access to inappropriate websites?

4. When do I begin to trust my child to conduct himself/herself appropriately 
online? How do I communicate to my child what is appropriate?

@tdchristian
Editor: Debbie Sawczak

E-mail: debbie@kest.com

For further information
on TDCH, please contact
the school.

tdChristian 
377 Woodbridge Avenue 

Woodbridge, Ontario 
L4L 2V7

Tel: 416 410.9834
905 851.1772

Fax: 905 851.9992
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E-mail: 
info@tdchristian.ca

To reach the TD Board
board_secretary
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Facebook
for
Grownups?
According to an article
appearing in the Globe
and Mail on March 31,
2007, “Grownups get their
Facebook fix”, nearly two
million people in Canada
are registered on
Facebook. But although
Facebook began as a site
for students only, current
users aren’t all teens. The
phenomenon is gaining
popularity among adults 
as well, with the number
of users aged 25 to 34
doubling every month
since December. Some
adults who use the site
suggest that it is an 
extension of high school
culture, in which people
try to present themselves
as enviable or admirable
and are judged by the
number of friends they
have. The author of the
article calls Facebook “an
online version of the water
cooler”, where users can
keep up with the latest
scuttlebut on the people 
in their social network.
Might there be more
wholesome ways to use
Facebook? Log on to 
facebook.com and take the
tour. See what you think.

What is
Facebook?




