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By William Groot, Principal 
In a world filled with more questions than 
answers, “What are we really doing?” is one that 
we constantly face at TDChristian. Given the 
pandemic’s real and yet unknown effects, it is 
one we must tackle daily.  

Our readymade answer is “Learning for service in 
the light of God’s Word.” What are ways that we 
are presently enacting that?  

The Thursday Speaker Series has reminded us, as 
educators and parents or guardians, of the 
importance of having necessary but sometimes 
awkward conversations with teenagers.  These 
include ones about human sexuality and the 
affects of sin and our culture’s view of it, sexting, 

and pornography including how to deal with each of them. We have been challenged to think and talk about 
our digital footprint and our online behaviour. Tomorrow, for the final session, the topic is Gaming. 

At our Grade 9, 10, and 11 Roundtables (as seen in the photo), students were challenged to be thoughtful 
reflectors – to be engaged in looking at their individual learning journeys and their grade’s. They listened to 
each other, practising empathy, and identifying possible directions. Then, they were presented with options to 
consider for the future: course selections for 2022-23. The main message shared in the devotions came from 
first seven verses of Psalm 37 which includes, “Commit everything you do to the LORD. Trust him, and he will 
help you. He will make your innocence radiate like the dawn, and the justice of your cause will shine like the 
noonday sun.” 

Finally, yesterday’s assembly (available for viewing on our YouTube channel, TDCHWoodbridge) had as a main 
focus Black History. It featured a video of many of TDChristian’s Black students sharing their thoughts and 
some of their experiences at school. The Grade 11 students who worked diligently in crafting it were able to 
provide us with helpful and relevant information and reflections. What we do with it moving forward will 
show us, and others, who we are. After all, history is all of our stories. We are tasked with continually 
listening to and learning from each other within the context of God’s love story in Jesus Christ. 

In short, by being deliberate in our actions intentionally listening to everybody’s stories, by serving God and 
others for the furtherance of God’s Kingdom in all people, and by being committed to loving others as God 
loves us, we will be able to combat things that plague us including the pandemic, pornography, unhealthy use 
of social media, racism, and more. 

TDChristian is a place of learning disciplines such as English, Math, Science, Social Science, Humanities, French, 
Physical Education, Technology, and the Arts, but it also about learning to be together and learning from each 
other as we seek to serve God and others. 
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 Upcoming Events .

Thursday, February 24, 7:30 p.m. – The last session of the Thursday Night Speakers Series: The World of Gaming, its Beauty and 
Potential Pitfalls. You must register online – see previous Screen Shots for details. Earn Parent/Guardian Volunteer Hours. 

Wednesday, March 2, 7 p.m. – Will Clinic sponsored by the Christian School Foundation and Christian Stewardship Services, which 
makes it free for you to participate! Register for this event at: www.christianschoolfoundation.ca/events/. Earn TWO 
Parent/Guardian Hours for attending. Questions? Contact Leanne Fernhout at fernhout@tdchristian.ca for more information. 

            Thursday, March 3, 6 p.m.  
Talent Night in the Presentation Centre .

Friday, March 4 – Project Day 1 (Intramural Hockey Tournament). School buses are not running. Students are to do course work 
from home for their Period 1 class. Families who desire their children to work at school must make arrangements by emailing 
jaworski@tdchristian.ca. Check Edsby for assignment details. 

Tuesday, March 9 – Learning Dialogues @TDChristian from 3 – 8 pm. Sign up on School Interviews using the access code Mr. Groot 
will send out via an Edsby community message later this week or early next. 

Friday, March 11 to Monday, March 21 (inclusive) – March Break! No school. 

Tuesday, March 29, 9 a.m. – Pastor/Youth Pastor Breakfast at TDChristian. Details in an upcoming Screen Shot. 

For the complete school calendar look at tdchristian.ca/calendar 

 Course Selections 2022-23 .

Course Selection Meetings were held last week with students, parents, and guardians. Students are able to complete their course 
selections using myBlueprint (see the TDChristian Splash! Page). Sign-off sheets are to be printed off, signed by the student and a 
parent or guardian, and submitted to the main office by the following deadlines: 

Grade 10 Course Selections by 9 a.m. on Tuesday, March 1. 
Grade 11 Course Selections by 9 a.m. on Thursday, March 3. 
Grade 12 Course Selections by 9 a.m. on Wednesday, March 2. 

Students who would like to meet with their guidance counsellor prior to submitting their selections, must Edsby message either Mrs. 
Van Schepen (HR A-K) or Mrs. Dengerink (HR L-U) to set up an appointment. 

http://www.christianschoolfoundation.ca/events/
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 School Life J. Dykxhoorn .

February’s assembly which featured a student-produced segment in which Black students share their thoughts about and 
experiences at TDChristian along with some videos from Semester 1 Comm Tech was shown yesterday. It can be viewed on our 
YouTube channel, TDCHWoodbridge.  

By hearing stories, asking questions, and becoming more aware of the different perspectives and experiences of our students of 
colour, each member of our school community will be better equipped and able to celebrate our diversity as children of God. 

 Talent Show D. Kim, J. Klompmaker .

The TDChristian Talent Show is happening on Thursday, March 3. Come out and see just some of the talented individuals who walk 
our halls every day. Doors open at 5:30 pm, show starts at 6 pm. Tickets go on sale this week at lunch in the front foyer. Price 
includes entrance and a pizza dinner.  

 Admissions J. Dykxhoorn .

The pandemic has really demonstrated the importance of COMMUNITY and ADAPTABILITY. Consider sending your son or daughter 
to TDChristian High School next year. Amazing facilities. Dynamic classes. Caring teachers. Above all, incredible opportunities to 
learn for service in the light of God's word. For details go to tdchristian.ca/admissions or email admissions@tdchristian.ca today.  

 Praise & Petition E. Dengerink & M. Laswick .

Lucas & Mariam Garcia’s grandmother passed away. Although the family has already gathered together to celebrate and say 
goodbye, let’s remember to pray for them as they begin the hard process of grieving. 

Teacher Tim Buwalda’s mom, Joey, passed away on Saturday, February 19. The visitation will be held today and the funeral 
tomorrow. Joey was a well-loved, wife, mother, and grandmother who was passionate about serving her community. She was an 
empathetic, loving person, who always had time to listen. Additionally, she was the first woman to graduate from George Brown 
College in Graphic Design and worked as a sign painter and calligrapher. She will be greatly missed by all who knew her. We pray 
that Tim and his family will be comforted by God’s love and care.  

Please pray for students who are struggling with their mental health. We pray that students receive the support that they need to 
cope with the challenges they face. Our school psychotherapist, Andrew Peterkin, is available to assist students. 

 Parent/Guardian Volunteer Hours .

#1. Earn ONE to 1.5 Parent/Guardian Volunteer hours for attending the Thursday Speaker Series. The final session is tomorrow, 
February 24. To qualify send in your feedback to marg@tdchristian.ca. 

#2. See the Auction Committee announcement below. 

 The TDChristian Online Auction is BACK! .

Last year TD launched its auction platform. It was a great success – in part because it worked so well as a platform, in part because it 
brought the community together for an online event, in part because it raised valuable funds for the school, and in part because it 
was so much fun. 

The Committee is looking for volunteers to help make the auction a great success again! 

At this time, we need Auction Item Canvassers who would help us identify potential auction item donors/donations. For information 
on the role and how you can earn parent/guardian volunteer hours, email auction@tdchristian.ca. 

http://www.tdchristian.ca/admissions
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Firehall Thrift .

Hello TDChristian Community: 

We are making good progress with the City of Vaughan and expect to have our full retail license shortly. We anticipate opening 
fulltime effective March 1, 2022. At that time, our weekly hours will be from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday to Saturday.  

As the daylight gets longer, we hope to open later on Thursdays and Fridays with perhaps even a night market every few weeks. 

In order for us to achieve these objectives, we need more volunteers - especially those who can work on Wednesday or Friday 
during the day time shifts. Sign up for once a month, once every two weeks, or weekly; any of these options help us. 

We are also getting closer to being able to accept donations. When we can accept these, we will send out regular messages updating 
the types of items we can use on a department by department basis. 

Currently, small furniture such as end tables and dressers that are in good shape can be donated. Please let us know by contacting us 
at info@firehallthrift.ca or (647) 945-3473.  

We have a good selection of tools however, we can always use additional hand and power tools that are in good shape. 

We look forward to seeing you soon at Firehall Thrift.  

Thanks, Paul from the Firehall 

TDChristian High School
377 Woodbridge Avenue
Woodbridge, ON
905.851.1772
info@tdchristian.ca
TDChristian.ca
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