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Nota Bene
											 - W. Groot
Yesterday, Ms. Schuurman and I had the opportunity to visit with Mr. Fred Reinders, the Board Chair when the original
school was built and opened in 1963. He shared stories with us including some from when he was a child, when he
started in business (Maple Reinders, a main partner in the building of Project 20/20), and how God blessed him and his
wife through the years... on the rollercoaster of life. Through the ups and downs, he was able to repeatedly relate to us
how God them gave direction, comfort, hope, and strength.
One story stands out. When he
was a boy, Mr. Reinders went
with his father, the managing
director of a large company, to
places where employees were
working. At that time, workers
would doff their caps to him.
When he and his dad had a
moment together, he told his
son that while the employees
showed him their respect, it
was his responsibility to serve
others as the company’s managing director, “I am their servant.” It is a sentence Mr.
Reinders never forgot in his own work. It
reminded me of Proverbs 15:33 (a theme
verse from 2015-16), “Wisdom’s instruction
is to fear the Lord, and humility comes before
honour.” As God’s children, we are all called
to serve him and others.
Jesus came to earth, fully human and fully
God, in the most humble of circumstances.
He showed us how to serve. Our Saviour has
shared his wisdom. That’s why we strive to
learn for service in the light of God’s Word.
As you, as we, celebrate this Christmas, may
you know of God’s love and goodness and
worship him as the King of Kings and Lord of
Lords.
← Merry Christmas from TDChristian!
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Project 20/20 at TDChristian 			

- L. Fernhout, Campaign Fundraising Manager

• TDChristian’s Annual Report Card comes out in January. Besides summing up 2019, it provides updates on Project
20/20 and Fire Hall Thrift.
• See the updated chart below of the number of gifts that are needed to reach the $6M goal. Since the last Fridge
Door update, $123,000 has been raised in pledges and gifts! That brings the total to $3,135,305!
• Please consider which Gift Category you can help along! It’s not too late to get a year-end donation in! Donate online to Project 20/20 at www.tdchristian.ca/giving or contact Leanne Fernhout at fernhout@tdchristian.ca
Gifts
Gifts needed

$1,000
131
(of 160)

$5,000
55
(of 64)

$10,000
28
(of 32)

$25,000
16
(of 16)

$50,000
7
(of 8)

$100,000
2
(of 5)

$250,000
1
(of 2)

$500,000
2
(of 2)

What’s Upcoming?
The Coat Drive has been extended until Friday, December 20. TDChristian has been asked by alumna Gloria
Vandekemp to donate new or gently used coats to the Church of the Redeemer in Toronto (our Grade 11 students
volunteer there twice a year). We are turning this into a friendly Homeroom Competition. We’re calling it “Cram the
Coats” as we’d like to fill Mr. Dykxhoorn’s office from top to bottom with coats, hats, mittens and scarves.
Please reach into your closets and storage boxes and send items in to the office. The homeroom which brings in the
highest number of coats will be treated to a breakfast of bacon, eggs, hash browns and juice. Let’s outdo ourselves
and give to people who need to stay warm on our cold, Canadian winter streets.
Christmas Improv Invitational: Thursday, at 7 p.m., in the Black Box at TDChristian. Tickets are $5 at the door.

Edsby Update										

- E. Vrieling

Recently, when logging into Edsby, some students and parents have been presented with
a message “It’s time to replace your current password with a new strong password!” This
is a result of an Edsby system change made earlier this week to improve security. If you
are presented with this message, Edsby will guide you in choosing a new and more secure
password.

Praise & Petition

			

- E. Dengerink/M. Laswick

Please pray for safe travels during the Christmas Break and especially for international students who may be
returning home. We look forward to meaningful celebrations as families and church communities gather. We rejoice
in the knowledge that God is present wherever we are and with whatever joys and sadness this time holds for us.
Please pray for members of the school community who have lost loved ones this past year. Christmas can be a stark
reminder of missing loved ones.
Grade 12 students are in the midst of making decisions about next year especially with regards to community college
or university. Please remember them in your prayers.
It’s cold and flu season. Many students and teachers have not been feeling well. Please pray for good health for all
students and staff especially during the holidays.

School Culture					

- M. Heinbuch/J. Dykxhoorn

This week we wrap up our “Cram the Coats” contest to see which homeroom can bring in the most winter coats. So
far, we have over 75 winter coats that will be given to the Church of the Redeemer in downtown Toronto. They will
distribute them to people who need them. Thank you to all who have participated to help make someone’s winter
a little more comfortable. Keep bringing in coats, hats, scarves and mittens.
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TDChristian Clothing will arrive later this week. When it does it will be delivered to students who ordered items
through the online EStore. If there are any issues with your order or items, please talk to or email Mr. Hoving.
This week is spirit week. Monday was Pajama Day, Tuesday was Twin Day and today was Plaid Day. Thursday
will be Christmas Clothing Day (Christmas sweaters are strongly encouraged). Friday is Team Gear Day.
Everyone can wear their favourite sports team swag (including hats, jerseys, and t-shirts).
Washroom Use: Just a reminder to all students (and so parents are aware) that our washrooms stalls and singleuse washrooms are intended for one person at a time. A primary reason for more than one student being in a stall
or single-use bathroom together is vaping. It is the school’s policy that any students found (or reported to be) in a
stall or single-use bathroom together will be suspended from school as per the school’s suspension policy.

Board Matters					

		

- Peggy Raspa, Board Secretary

Seasons Greetings from the TDChristian Board!
At our December meeting, one of our discussion points was how might we grow engagement in the TDChristian
community through increased membership. While we had ideas, the most popular one was to ask YOU how we
might better inform you and/or pique your interest in membership. Stay tuned early in the new year for a survey
requesting your feedback.
As Project 2020 rises around us and gets closer to completion, the board is shifting its focus to strategic
planning for ‘TD+10.’ To help facilitate such planning, the board has invited a parent who has experience in the
development of long-term vision to come to a future Board meeting.
The Board will also review its policies and manuals in January, as it must be done at least once per year.
Please read the Fridge Door on January 8 for information about the Contract Partnership Committee.
As part of our final communication for 2019, we wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas. We pray that
you experience a greater measure of our Saviour’s peace, love, grace, and mercy in 2020. Blessings to you all!

Transportation

			

					

- J. Dykxhoorn

We are looking forward to the impending recovery of our large parking lot that has served as a staging area for
Project 20/20. This will certainly make parking here at school much easier. Until that time, students are reminded
that they are only to park in the designated student area. There is parking on the side streets around school if
there is no room. Thank you for your cooperation and patience.
Busing has been going well after some tweaks to a few routes. A reminder that our buses need to be Scent-Free
zones. We have a couple bus drivers, and students, that are allergic to different perfumes and colognes. With the
buses being confined spaces with limited airflow it is especially important that we follow this request. Thank you
for your support on this as well.

						

Admissions

		

- P. Schuurman

We invite YOU to attend our Winter Open House &
Celebrations of Learning on Thursday January 9, beginning at
6:30 p.m.! Come for a quick walkabout through the school at
6:15 p.m., if you wish. One Parent/Guardian volunteer hour
can be earned for each parent or guardian who attends
provided the parent or guardian attends the four presentations
sessions.
The Winter Open House celebrates our students’ learning.
NEW and CURRENT families families are weclome to join
us for this event to view student presentations, interact with
staff and students, examine student work, and listen to a
former student share about their TDChristian experience.
Something for everyone! Spread the word around!
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We are accepting admissions packages for NEW students who wish to attend TDChristian for the 2020-21 school
year. Check for our new online application process which will be introduced in January. For those who wish to
enrol earlier, print and complete the paper application found under the “Student Admissions” tab on our website. All
applications completed prior to February 1 require a registration fee of $200. After February 1, the fee goes up to
$350. If you have any questions, please contact Patty Schuurman at schuurman@tdchristian.ca.

Grade 11 Mentorship

- S. VanEerden

The first semester dates for Mentorship have passed. However, if students are still working out the details of the
project, they may hand in work as it gets finished. Please continue to communicate with Mr. Van Eerden while
working through the process. The official dates for doing the Mentorship are January 22 to 28, though students may
make other arrangements. Presentations will happen early in second semester and be applied as a percentage of
the mark for each of the student’s second semester classes.

Falcons’ Perch								

- C. Hoving

TDChristian’s Junior Boys Basketball team picked up its YRAA league win of the season on Monday, defeating
Alexander Mackenzie HS. The team will resume its season with a home game on the Tuesday, January 7.
The Senior Boys Basketball team is winless in YRAA league play. It also returns to action with a home game on
Tuesday, January 7.
The Junior Girls Volleyball team began its season with a tournament at Stephen Lewis HS. The girls were able to
pick up a win in their last game to finish on a high note. For the Grade 9 girls this was their first high school volleyball
action. The team will continue to practice through January for its YRAA league season which is in February.
The Senior Girls Volleyball team continues with strong play in its YRAA league games with 5 wins and 1 loss. The
team had good showings at its last two tournaments: losing in 3 sets in the quarter finals at St. Jean de Brebeuf and
in the semi finals at King’s Christian Collegiate.

Music Notes						

- K. Hayward

Thanks to all who came to our annual Christmas concert. We had a great and wonderfully supportive audience!
Ascension, the Grade 9 band, the Concert Band, choir, Jazz band and soloists, are all to be congratulated for their
fine contributions.
Thank you also to staff, students and parent volunteers for the hours of work that went into making each act
possible. Special thanks to Abigail Allman, Megan Hudson and Noah Gray for their contributions to the night.
Did you missed last week’s TDChristian Christmas Concert? Do you wish you could have had a far away relative
in the audience? No problem ... we livestreamed it. You can watch the replay by going to the home page of our
website, tdchristian.ca!
There will be no band rehearsals in the month of January. Our first rehearsal after the Christmas break will occur on
Tuesday, February 4.

Centre Stage											

- R. Peters

Merry Christmas from the Drama Department! Last week our Improv Team traveled to London District Christian to
teach and mentor their students and teachers as they begin their improv program. We all had a blast – sharing our
skills and love for all things improv!
On Thursday, tomorrow, the Black Box is going to be PACKED OUT as our Senior and Junior Teams host five other
teams (from four other schools) for our annual “Christmas Invitational!” This is one highlight in our improv year. If
you would like a window into just how crazy and fun improv can be... come and support this event and cheer on the
teams. Tickets are only $5 (available at the door). There will be a bake sale, and “What’s in the Box” draw. The show
starts at 7 p.m. with proceeds going towards helping our team get to Ottawa this year. We hope to see you there!
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Guidance Corner 							

- E. Dengerink

University and College: Application time is here! Ontario University and College applicants should be in the process of applying. The Ontario University Application Centre e-mailed the guidance office the following message: “To
reduce the chance of delays and slower online response times, encourage university-bound students to complete
and submit their 101 application well in advance of the January 15, 2020, deadline.” If you have not applied, do so
during the Christmas break!
The College deadline is February 1, 2020 for equal consideration. Students who are applying for a highly competitive program should make sure they apply well before the deadline.
Students applying to a Christian university or college or to any university or college outside of Ontario need to fill out
separate applications. It is important that they notify their guidance counsellor as well.
Students applying to post-secondary programs that need a portfolio or an Additional Information Application should
check the program’s websites carefully for deadlines to ensure that they complete all parts of the application.
Summer Options!
Students in Grade 11 or 12 should consider taking EXPLORE. This five-week intensive immersion program is adapted to all skill levels. It is an opportunity to travel, learn and practise French while discovering a new culture. The
$2200 bursary (available to all applicants) pays for most of the cost. Students can also apply to Languages at Work,
which provides opportunities to work in a host community following the Explore program. Check www.myexplore.ca
and www.languagesatwork.ca/en
YOUTH EXPLORE is a three-week intensive French-immersion program that is offered during the summer for people with any skill level in French. Explore (ages 13 to 15) participants are awarded a place and funding which covers
tuition fees for the course, instructional materials, meals, and accommodation. They will discover another region of
Canada while learning French in classes adapted to their language level. Check www.myexplore.ca for more information.
SUMMER SCHOOL ABROAD: Thinking of going abroad this summer and earning a course credit at the same time?
Check out Blyth Academy International Summer Programs at BlythSummers.ca. or MEI International Academy at
www.meiacademy.com.

Library Shelf: Join the Book Club

				

- J Knibbe

Colleen Nelson, a teacher librarian in Winnipeg, is the author of the next book on our Book Club list. Pulse Point
is set in a future where the climate has made the world inhospitable to humans. In order to survive, people live in
self-sustaining domed cities. The City that Kaia and her family live in is run by Overseers, guards that ensure all the
Citizens follow the guidelines so the City can maintain its ‘Energy In = Energy Out’ policy. Citizens are only allowed
to use the energy they create. Energy production is calculated and displayed on their pulse point, a transmitter embedded in a person’s finger.
Read the book to find out what happens to Kaia! Join us when we meet for discussion on Tuesday, January 7, 2020.

Volunteer Opportunities
Looking to help students effectively demonstrate and explain their learning while earning volunteer hours at the
same time? Contact Ms. Contos at contos@tdchristian.ca in the Resource Department. We are looking for parents
and/or guardians to act as scribes (writers) for different students completing their Final Evaluations on January 17
and 21. In your email, please refer to the days and times that you are available (time slot #1 from 8:45 a.m. to 11:50
p.m., time slot #2 from 11:45 p.m. to 2:55 p.m.) Additionally, we need scribes for January 20 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
If you are available to be a scribe on Thursday, January 9 or Friday, January 10 from 8:45-10:05, please email Ms.
Contos at contos@tdchristian.ca.
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From the Finance Office								

- M. Cate

This is a reminder from the finance office that tuition payments and donations to the school need to be in the mail
by Dec. 31, 2019 in order to qualify for a 2019 tax receipt. This includes funds for the Dominican Republic trip
during March Break 2020. Cheques or cash received in 2020 will be put towards the 2020 tax receipt.

From the Art Room
All second semester art students will need a spiral bound 8 1/2 by 11 inch sketchbook and drawing pencils which
they will need to take to every class.

Croquette Fundraiser									
The first 25 boxes of croquettes have sold out already. Another 25 boxes arrived today. If you would like croquettes
for the holidays, please email marg@tdchristian.ca and place your order. A box of 36, precooked beef costs $45. All
proceeds go to support our friends in Belize.

Timothy Christian School (Rexdale) Christmas Concert
Timothy Christian School invites you to our Christmas Program “The ABCs of Christmas” at Covenant Reformed
Church, 265 Albion Road tomorrow night, December 18 at 7 pm. Join us for refreshments in the Fellowship Hall
immediately following the program. We look forward to celebrating our Saviour’s birth together.

P2C (Power to Change) Youth Conference: December 28 to January 1
In Toronto, in the middle of the Christmas break, discover a great opportunity to explore the relevance of Jesus
in all of life, including future vocations. Students will experience four days of sessions, workshops, prayer, art,
worship, and conversations. Check p2cplus.com for more details and to purchase tickets. Students from sister
Christian high schools highly recommend the conference.
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FINAL EVALUATIONS SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 2020
All students:
Wednesday, January 15 – Last regular school day for first semester.
Thursday, January 16 – Study Day – students may not come to school. No buses.
Monday, January 20 – Study Day – only students with permission may come to school. No buses.
Grade 9:
Friday, January 17:
9:30 to 11:40 a.m. Period 1 Classes: Math or Science
12:45 to 2:55 p.m. Period 2 Classes: STEM, Art, Music, Drama, PULSE (as directed by their teachers)
Tuesday, January 21:
9:30 to 11:40 a.m. Period 3 Classes: PE or Geography
12:45 to 2:55 p.m. Period 4 Classes: French, English or English/ESL/Learning Strategies
Grades 10 to 12:
Friday, January 17:
9:30 to 11:40 a.m. Period 1 Classes (Note: Some grade 12 final evaluations may go from 9:00 to 11:40 a.m.)
12:45 to 2:55 p.m. Period 2 Classes (Note: Some grade 12 final evaluations may go from 12:15 to 2:55 p.m.)
Tuesday, January 21:
9:30 to 11:40 a.m. Period 3 Classes (Note: some grade 12 final evaluations may go from at 9:00 to 11:40 a.m.)
12:45 to 2:55 p.m. Period 4 Classes (Note: some grade 12 final evaluations may go from at 12:15 to 2:55 p.m.)
Notes for ALL students:
1. Students must remain in the class for the entire time.
2. All courses have final evaluations. Courses that do not have scheduled time during the final evaluation days will
complete final evaluations during or as part of regularly scheduled classes.
3. Students must pay all monies owed the school including library, textbook and athletic fines before writing final
evaluations. Students who have not will need to make arrangements with a vice-principal before being allowed
to begin the final evaluation.
4. If school is cancelled for any reason, final evaluations will be moved to the next available week day including a
Monday, if Friday is a snow day.
5. Students who have a spare or supervised spare are expected to work quietly in the library or other empty supervised room unless they come in later or leave early.
6. The assumption is that all students will attend their scheduled final evaluations at the stated times. Exceptions
for educational reasons must be requested through the Resource Department and have administrative approval. All other exceptions must be approved by Mr. Heinbuch. E-mail heinbuch@tdchristian.ca.
7. The days from Wednesday, January 22 to Tuesday, January 28 are “turn around days” between semesters.
They are also possible Mentorship placement days for Grade 11 students. There is no school on these days.
Second semester begins on Wednesday, January 29 for all students.
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