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Everyone has
a story to tell
Over the past 55 years,
thousands of students have
travelled through the doors of
TDChristian. In this issue, our
sixth annual Passion, Wonder,
& Awe edition, we catch up
on where some of our alumni
landed on the other side of
those doors. We also look at
the journeys some of our
current students are on.
Everyone has a story to tell.
If you are one of our alumni,
we hope that one day you’ll let
us share your story. As a school,
through God’s continuing
faithfulness, and through
caring staff, committed parents,
and a strong community of
believers, we hope to be a
positive part of the story for
at least another 55 years!

The Passion,

Wonder,

		 Awe
P

ALUMNUS PROFILE
PHIL REINDERS: Answering the Call
by Patty Schuurman

“ At the heart of it all, Phil remembers a healthy,
nurturing Christian environment that created space
for him and provided opportunities to step out in 		
some tentative but important ways.”

Phil Reinders at downtown
Toronto’s Knox Presbyterian
Church

DID YOU KNOW? When TDChristian students go
downtown on service trips in Grades 9 and 11,
they stay at Knox Presbyterian.

and

Continues

hil Reinders (81) is husband to Betty and father to Lily
and Owen. While these are the most important roles in
his life, his professional vocation for the past six years
has been that of Senior Minister at Knox Presbyterian
Church in downtown Toronto—a demanding yet invigorating
and rewarding role. Having transitioned from Calgary, Alberta
(where he spent nearly 14 years as a minister, after seven years
in Burnaby, B.C.) to the heart of Toronto, he has the privilege
of engaging with a wide spectrum of people: business professionals, the homeless, people in the media and arts, those
with mental illness, students at the University of Toronto, and
people of every faith as well as those searching for faith.
Phil always assumed he’d be part of the family construction
business, probably as an engineer. However, life took a detour after
he failed Algebra at York University. It was at Calvin College that
Phil began discerning God’s call on his life and added pre-seminary
to his business program, eventually becoming a minister.
But before any of that, Phil attended Timothy Christian School
in Rexdale, John Knox Christian School in Mississauga, and then
TDChristian, the fourth of five Reinders children to do so. He fondly
remembers Clarkson school bus driver Mr. Post, who installed speakers on the bus so students could listen to decent music during the
long ride. But among Phil’s most vivid memories of TDChristian are
the teachers, who instilled a love for a variety of subjects. Mr. James’
quirkiness made his passion for English contagious. Mr. Meester and
Mr. Grootenboer (who called Phil and his busmates “the Clarkson
Yahoos”) were engaging Geography teachers: Phil’s love of cities
emerged as he learned about urban environments in their classes.
Phil recalls feeling generally awkward throughout high school;
he explored some extracurriculars, like photography and yearbook,
but mostly preferred to stay under the radar. Outside of Clarkson
kids, he got to know students from Rexdale and had a few other
acquaintances. If he had it to do over again, he says, he’d take more
risks, be less concerned about what others might think or say, and
give himself the freedom to be and to do what he loves. Also, he
would try out for more sports and extracurricular activities and
establish more relationships.
At the heart of it all, Phil remembers a healthy, nurturing
Christian environment that created space for him and provided
opportunities to step out in some tentative but important ways.
He knew he belonged, and was able to develop and sustain deep
friendships. Over time, teachers succeeded in calling something
out of him that wasn’t forthcoming at first.
Now a parent, Phil appreciates Christian education that does not
shelter students but seeks to equip them to live as citizens of God’s
Kingdom in the world. He and Betty are profoundly grateful that
Owen can attend TDChristian, and hope the experience will help him
grow to become fully himself as the person God has created—that
teachers would call forth capacities in him that his parents cannot.
“Christian education is a wider community empowered to help shape
students,” says Phil. “I look forward to a robust Christian perspective
to emerge in my son as he engages in subjects and learns to be a
good student, good friend, and good follower of Jesus Christ.”
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(L-R) ALBIN JOSEPH, TEACHER
DAVID ROBINSON, JARED
FERNANDES, AND TRISTAN LE

by Joel Westerhof

EMILY WOOD

ALUMNI PROFILE
MIKE AND KIM (JANSSEN) BEISHUIZEN
by Michelle Bauer

STUDENT PROFILE
CHARLOTTE YONEYAMA
by Sean Van Eerden

Grade 12 student Charlotte Yoneyama is a writer. Although her
love of animals and her intention to pursue veterinary medicine
inform her current plans for post-secondary education, she will
continue to develop as a writer “for enjoyment, with a cup of tea
during quiet hours” and to hone her craft. Even though her stories
tend to be other-worldly—fantasy and science fiction—she cites
people-watching in our own world as a great way to understand
the actions of her characters. As the most senior member of The
Writers’ Guild, a cross-grade creative writing club, she’s had time
to notice how her skills have improved over the last four years.
Crediting her growth, in part, to reading and vocabulary
development, she admits to cringing when reading some of her
early writing; she remembers many stories that had “little
description and forced plot points”. She now advises younger
writers to engage their audience and elevate their writing with
“detail, backstory, and time”. Stories become real in the details,
which help to evoke situation, circumstance, and history; time
spent poring over these details and imagining the backstory
will lead to more worthwhile writing.

In Emily’s words, TDChristian allowed her to discover
and cultivate curiosity and passion for what she loves;
“for that,” she says, “I am forever grateful.”
Alumna Emily Wood

by David Robinson

Scuba Club started last year with three senior students: Albin
Joseph, Tristan Le, and Jared Fernandes. Over the past decade
TDChristian has supported me in becoming a Dive Master with
the end goal of becoming an instructor. Scuba started as a class
project in Grade 12 Physics and is now a second semester club
that learns theory at school and puts it into practice in the pool
and in Lake Simcoe. I love how TDChristian supports the diverse
interests of its staff, encouraging them to find ways of
incorporating those interests into school life.
Reflecting on his experience in Scuba Club, Albin said that
diving made him more comfortable trying new things. It helped
him understand his physical limits, which in turn helped him
become a better diver and a better person. For him, being able
to say that he was one of the first TDChristian scuba students
is a cool thing that can’t be taken away.
Tristan described Scuba Club as a unique experience. He
enjoyed the combination of learning about the biology and
physics of pressure and our bodies, and the challenge of having
to carry out that learning in the pool and the lake. Equalizing ear
pressure when diving can be a challenge, and getting the pain
to go away was one of his best feelings ever! It also made him
appreciate the importance of staying focused on his surroundings
and on his dive partner.
As their teacher, I was impressed by how well the students
learned both the theoretical and practical lessons of diving and
how they all watched out for one another. Season Two will start
in second semester.

ALUMNA PROFILE
EMILY WOOD

Emily Wood (15) is a very busy TDChristian alumna pursuing her
passions with relentless determination and abundant joy. After
TDChristian, Emily went to the University of Western Ontario to
study English Literature before moving to Montreal this fall to
pursue Creative Writing at Concordia University. For fun, she spent
these past two years writing poetry, creative nonfiction, and short
stories for various literary and culture-oriented publications;
writing plays—a couple of which were produced at Western—
and acting in various productions; and even, more recently, doing
stand-up comedy. She is currently part of the Young Creators
Unit of Playwright’s Workshop Montreal and is writing her first
full-length show.
For Emily, “Writing is the vehicle through which I filter my
wonder and passion for a myriad of human experiences.”
She’s particularly interested in exploring how people construct
boundaries, create intimacy, and survive the emotional turmoil of
mental illness. Emily says that her work is “ultimately filled with
wonder about how we find God in other people, and how that
heals and nurtures us.”
Given that she’s a self-professed “big nerd who is insatiably
hungry for knowledge,” it’s unsurprising that Emily’s fondest
memories of TDChristian revolve around the classroom. She
deeply appreciates the teachers, like Mr. Peters, Mr. Vanderkloet,
Mr. Freeman, Mr. Klompmaker, Mr. Westerhof, Mr. Terpstra, and
Ms. Weening, who “shaped me into a person who’s considerate
and conscious of the humanity in learning, and of the profound
responsibility that comes with possessing knowledge.” In Emily’s
words, TDChristian allowed her to discover and cultivate curiosity
and passion for what she loves; “for that,” she says, “I am forever
grateful.”

STUDENT EXPERIENCE
SCUBA CLUB

KIM AND MIKE BEISHUIZEN WITH
SONS WESLEY AND LINCOLN

CRYSTAL HABENSCHUSS

JENNY (HAYHOE) SJAARDA

JOHN HORLINGS

As Grade 9 Students, Mike (06) and Kim Beishuizen (06) first met
in Ms. Alice Vanderkooy’s homeroom on Tuesday, September 3,
2002. Little did either one know that they were sitting across
the room from their future spouse.
Both Mike and Kim grew up in strong Christian families who
believed in the merits of Christian education. Kim attended
Alliston Community Christian School, where she later held her
first teaching position as a Grade 5/6 teacher. Mike attended
John Knox Christian School in Brampton.
During their years at TDChristian the pair were able to develop
not only mentally but also physically, emotionally, and spiritually.
The small classes and the bonds formed on various trips made
their time in high school particularly memorable. Lessons taught
with passion and from a Christian perspective deepened their
understanding of their faith and empowered them to carry it out
into the world. Mike and Kim also appreciated teachers and staff
who were consistently available for homework help, conversation,
and friendly interaction, among them Ms. Alice Vanderkooy,
Mr. Richard Vanderkloet, and Mrs. Laswick in the school office.
Today, Mike is a Carman for CN Rail, and Kim is a teacher and
brand ambassador for a Christian company, Thirty-One. They have
two sons, Wesley (3) and Lincoln (1), who keep them busy and
remind them of the importance of a foundational faith, which
for them was fostered at TDChristian.

ALUMNUS PROFILE
JOHN HORLINGS
by Dan Buisman

CHARLOTTE YONEYAMA

John Horlings (09), reminiscing with me about his time at
TDChristian, described it in one word: relationships. “I’ll always
remember hanging out with friends and having meaningful
conversations with staff,” he said. He loves the fact that the
school was and still is a tightly knit community.
John studied at Brock University and the University of Western
Ontario, graduating with a Masters of Physiotherapy. He currently
works at Motion Plus Physio Therapy. He credits Mrs. VanSchepen’s
Biology class for sparking his interest in anatomy and his eventual
career.

When I asked John if he had any advice for current students, he
was quick to respond. “Enjoy the present. High school can be one
of the best times of your life. Don’t rush through it. Get to know
your classmates and the faculty; it will make your time there more
enjoyable.”
To the Grade 12s he says, “If you move on to post-secondary
education, get connected. Join an on-campus community or
Christian fellowship. Joining a Christian community while away
from home will strengthen your faith and make your education
more enjoyable.”
“I loved my years at TDChristian. I am still connected with
friends and the staff at TDChristian. The school played a major
role in shaping who I am today.”

ALUMNA PROFILE
JENNY (HAYHOE) SJAARDA
by Evelyn Dengerink

Jenny’s (09) report card comment from Mr. Groot’s Math class,
“Jenny loves learning”, describes the motivation behind her pursuit
of a PhD degree in genetic epidemiology at McMaster University.
Jenny fell in love with math and science at TDChristian, inspired
especially by teachers William Groot and Vivian Templeton. She
is excited by the fact that there is always so much more to learn,
and this is what motivates her to this day as she delves into the
genetics of cardiovascular disease.
Jenny started out in the Mathematics program at the
University of Waterloo but soon missed studying the sciences,
so she switched programs in her second year and graduated
with a BSc in biomedical science. Knowing that she wanted to
pursue a research-based master’s degree, she looked for people
engaged in research that combined her love of statistics and
health sciences. Currently she is working towards her PhD,
spending her days behind the computer analyzing large amounts
of data at Hamilton General Hospital. Her research focuses on
the entire genome for genetic and blood markers associated
with cardiovascular events in hopes of finding new markers for
cardiovascular disease. A by-product of her research led her to
discover a new marker for coronary artery disease!
Jenny plans to defend her PhD thesis in the spring of 2018;
we wish her the best as she continues to make an impact in
understanding the genetics of cardiovascular disease at
McMaster University.

STUDENT PROFILE
CRYSTAL HABENSCHUSS
by Kevin Godber

A couple of years ago TDChristian received the generous donation
of a CNC (computer numerical control) router. This is a machine
that can take a computer drawing and turn it into a beautiful
product made of wood. These machines are commonly used in
signmaking and custom cabinetry.
In 2017 Crystal Habenschuss was a member of the Internship
Block, an interdisciplinary program in which students learn English
and Manufacturing Technology and work at a co-op placement.
During the semester, she lost her beloved grandmother, Jane
Adrianna Horlings. Crystal had no experience with woodworking
or CNC machining before the semester began, but when her
grandmother passed away she wanted to make a special
commemorative gift for her grandfather. The result was a
beautiful plaque in memory of Jane Adrianna Horlings.
The two hearts placed on top of each other commemorate the
love of Harry (her grandfather) and Jane. The roses at the bottom
of the plaque are a tribute to Jane’s love of flowers. Crystal came
up with the design in collaboration with her parents.
The plaque is proudly displayed in Crystal’s grandfather’s
apartment beside pictures of him and his wife. Crystal describes
it as one of her grandfather’s most cherished possessions. Who
knew that programming and operating a CNC router would
connect learning, loving, and serving in such a beautiful way?

“ I loved my years at TDChristian. I am still connected
with friends and the staff at TDChristian. The school
played a major role in shaping who I am today.”
Alumnus John Horlings
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MATT VANDERHELM

ALUMNUS PROFILE
MATT VANDERHELM
by Ben Freeman

After graduating from TDChristian, Matt Vanderhelm (06)
completed a business degree at Wilfrid Laurier University,
became a Category Manager, and travelled the world, all while
further developing his culinary skills. This led to Matt competing
and becoming a finalist on Season 4 of the TV show MasterChef
Canada, where his passion for cooking grew even more. It was
exciting for TDChristian to have Matt prepare cakes to honour
Alice Vanderkooy on her retirement and to help launch our
Project 2020 building campaign!
Matt has recently started two businesses: VanderKitchen and
Alchemy (find out more at vanderkitchen.com and alchemyto.
com). According to Matt, “VanderKitchen is a catering company,
all about bringing people together to enjoy home-cooked food
with bold flavours, fresh from the kitchen.” Alchemy Food and
Drink is Matt’s successful neighbourhood restaurant on College
Street in Toronto.
After an exciting launch and a busy summer, Matt is encountering
the challenges of the food industry, with weather closing his patio
and reducing the restaurant’s capacity by half. “I’ve learned
that to get through life you need to be able to embrace change,
because change is the only constant. So I will keep using my
mantra, ‘Say yes and figure it out later,’ and push forward in life,
plucking all the opportunities that present themselves,” says Matt.
Several TDChristian staff and many former students have visited
Alchemy and enjoyed Matt’s incredible food and service. We wish
him all the best as he develops and expands his businesses!

STUDENT PROFILE
JANET ARMSTRONG
by June Tenyenhuis

Janet Armstrong loves visual art and does very well at it, because
for her, it is an expression of her authentic identity. She has taken
Art classes throughout her career at TDChristian and is now in
Grade 12. When she’s feeling comfortable and grounded, her
creative output bursts forth with energy and abundance; however,
feeling comfortable and grounded is not always her reality, nor is
it easy to come by.
Janet is very honest about what she can accomplish and when.
She sometimes feels immobilized by a task, a project, or a performance event. It could be an issue with facing the inevitable
experience of it as it looms large on her horizon, or it could be
some other internal obstacle that prevents her from embracing
various situations. In Art class, there are sessions where she might
need support to get started, might need to change direction and
do something differently than anticipated, or might need to leave
the room for a while to collect herself.
When something is not working, a change of pace or place is
not harmful for anyone; it is a valuable life skill for Janet and for
all of us. Dynamic breakthroughs come in unconventional ways,
and are reasons to celebrate.

JANET ARMSTRONG

SHOWPRO CLASS MEMBERS (L-R)
JADE HOEKSTRA, GLORIA VANDEKEMP,
MEGAN BAGG, ADRIANNA MARCUS,
AND NATHAN RUSSELL

STUDENT PROJECT
POLITICALLY CONNECTED

STUDENT PROJECT
SHOWPRO CLASS

by Jerry Klompmaker

In Grade 10 Civics class, one of the expectations of students is
that they become politically aware and engaged—concepts that
go together well. This year students were challenged to connect
with a politician in order to discuss what they have been learning
about our government. They emailed city councillors, Members of
Provincial Parliament, and Members of Parliament in Ottawa and
received responses. Students went to meet with politicians, and
in one case even invited an MP to visit our class; he accepted.
One group of students wanted to speak with their mayor about
issues in their city. Mayor Rick Bonnette of Halton Hills kindly
cleared his schedule one Thursday afternoon so that Hannah
VanLeeuwen, Sarah Ufkes, Emma Guinness, and Jenna Krale could
visit him. They discussed the lack of public transit, initiatives for
youth in Halton, what kinds of things the Mayor does, and how
he became involved with politics. They found it a very interesting
and informative interview.
The intellect, maturity, and resourcefulness of young people
are often underestimated. This class has taught us that we can
become involved, and that the world of politics is only an email,
phone call, or interview away.

by Richard Peters

STUDENTS (L-R) SARAH UFKES, EMMA GUINNESS,
HANNAH VANLEEUWEN, AND JENNA KRALE MEETING
WITH HALTON HILLS MAYOR RICK BONNETTE
JANITA GRIFT

CHEMISTRY COOKIES

ALUMNA PROFILE
MARISSA (MASTENBROEK) IDZERDA
by Liz Sjaarda

We all have gifts! The creative gifts of Marissa Idzerda (90) led her
to a career in advertising. She remembers her years at TDChristian
fondly, describing it as a safe place where it was okay to be goofy
and have fun. She especially enjoyed Art classes with teacher Al
Groen, whose antics resonated with her.
Marissa’s keen interest in art led her to apply to OCADU, where
she felt an immediate connection. She graduated with a double
major in Graphic Design and Advertising.
After 20 years of working with large advertising agencies for
companies such as Doritos and Rogers, Marissa has now turned to
freelancing. This has allowed her to spend the last two summers
at home with sons Noah and PJ.
Marissa loves a fresh challenge. When she’s working on a
contract, she is “knee deep in the muck”, putting in long days
and weekends and travelling out of town. She’s also committed
to using her influence in the field to come up with wholesome
proposals that honour God. The brainstorming process is exhilarating, she says, and so is presenting the “deck” to the client; the
excitement continues right through to the execution of the ad.

Marissa gives credit to her husband Mark, saying she couldn’t
do this work without him holding the fort at home.
Her advice to students she mentors? “Do what you love!”
She is grateful for the career path she has enjoyed.

MARISSA IDZERDA

It’s the early hours of October 21, 2017. Most teens are taking
full advantage of a Saturday to sleep in, but not five members of
TDChristian’s ShowPro class. Jade Hoekstra, Gloria Vandekemp,
Nathan Russell, Megan Bagg, and Adrianna Marcus have been
rehearsing for this day for over a month. They are about to act in
the short play “Just Faith” at an event called “For Such a Time as
This: Worship Meets Justice & the Arts in Turbulent Times”, hosted
by First Christian Reformed Church in Toronto.
The play is a creative compilation of responses from a large
swath of Reformed churches surveyed on issues of faith and
justice. Those charged with compiling the data offered the option
of dramatizing the findings; they had worked with a group before
who had taken dry stats and survey responses and given them
flesh and bones and voice through a play. The result on this
occasion was “Just Faith”. The play is a short reflection or
exploration of what it means for people of faith to pursue justice.
It is episodic in structure, and very much in the tradition of
verbatim theatre.
How did it go? There was laughter, there were tears, and the
TDChristian crew has already been asked if they’re interested in
taking the show on the road to Kingston early in the new year.
It looks like a few more early mornings may be in the cards for
our intrepid thespians!

ALUMNA PROFILE
JANITA GRIFT

MIKE AND VICKY VANDERKOOI
WITH THEIR CHILDREN
(L-R) JOHN, MIKAYLA, AND LILY

by Kevin Hayward
KATHRYN POSTHUMUS

On meeting Janita Grift (12) when she was a Grade 9 student in
September 2008, I realized I had encountered a focused individual
who takes life seriously.
An avid musician, Janita credits her involvement in the
Music Council at TDChristian for exposing her to leadership
opportunities, including helping to organize and run the OCHS
Choral Festival. While she regrets not being more open to
experiences outside her chosen area of focus, like athletics,
she deeply appreciates the role played in her development by
TDChristian’s supportive atmosphere and opportunities to try
things.
Deciding that a career in music would probably involve
something other than performing or teaching, Janita attended the

University of Western Ontario, completing a Bachelor of Arts in
Music Administrative Studies. While there she continued to gain
leadership and organizational experience as a part of the
Faculty Music Council. She also acted as Vice President of
Communications for the on-campus music club, which she cofounded with several other students as a place to perform, create,
network, and collaborate. After Western, Janita went on to
Humber College and obtained a Graduate Certificate in Arts
Administration and Cultural Management.
Today she finds herself working in arts management. Her most
recent projects include fundraising and management consulting
for a theatre company and several local bands, and managing
programs for MonstrARTity Creative Community, a not-for-profit
organization based in Mississauga. Among other things,
MonstrARTity is known for its Bollywood Mashup, Canada’s
largest South Asian festival. Janita credits TDChristian’s projectbased learning model with preparing her to work successfully
in her current environment.

STUDENT PROJECT
CHEMISTRY COOKIES
by Vivian Templeton

On Project Day, Grade 11 University Chemistry students used their
kitchens as chemistry labs to investigate the chemistry of baking.
First they did some Internet research to explore how chemical
properties are involved in baking. They answered questions like
“Are baking soda and baking powder chemically the same?
Can they be used interchangeably?” Then they researched some
common baking substitutions that can be useful when a key
ingredient is missing from the pantry. Sugar substitutes and
gluten-free alternatives were also explored. Next, students
were given a recipe in “chemistry language” that they had to
convert into a normal recipe. For example, students were given
the amount of baking soda as 3.60 x 1022 formula units. Using
their knowledge of mole calculations, they determined how
many teaspoons were needed. Once they had “translated” the
complete recipe, they baked the cookies. Finally, they decorated
their cookies with a chemical theme. The attached photos show
some excellent examples!

ALUMNI PROFILE
MIKE AND VICKY (KALVERDA)
VANDERKOOI
by Rachael Weening and Laura Kooy

Mike and Vicky VanderKooi (both class of 99) currently teach at
an International Christian School in Hong Kong, having moved
there with their three children two years ago. Mike teaches Grade
8 Humanities and Vicky teaches Grade 3. Although enjoying their
time there, they have met with some challenges, including the lack
of green space (challenging especially for Mike, son of a Holland
Marsh farmer), academic rigour for their children, and local views
of success. In a culture where GPA is the focus and the end goal
is a well-paying job, Mike, Vicky, and other teachers at this school
are trying to explain that there are many ways to be successful
and that learning is more important than grades.
Mike often takes advantage of teachable moments to broaden
the students’ understanding of success in light of a Christian
worldview.
For him, TDChristian was instrumental in shaping this
worldview, especially over his last two years when he took part
in service trips to the Dominican Republic and to Cumberland,
Maryland. “Both trips were eye-opening for me, exposing me to a
world I knew about on paper but hadn’t experienced. Service trips
instilled a compassion for the poor that I still carry today.”
Reflecting on the strengths of TDChristian, Mike remembers
authentic teachers who reached out to students as individuals
and had their best interests at heart, even when this was messy
and difficult. Mike’s own teaching is influenced by this example.
“I believe it is important to go to bat even for difficult students
and show them love, because that’s what Jesus did for us.”
Mike and Vicky encourage the teachers at TDChristian to
continue to pursue teaching with passion. “Don’t give up on
students, even when they do things that make you shake your head
or want to tear your hair out. They are teenagers and will push
limits to see how much someone cares. Continue providing
opportunities to serve and to do school outside of the building;
those experiences are life-shaping in a way that a classroom
is not.”
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EXPLORING QUEBEC

by John Terpstra

“AMAZING” (PEN AND INK DRAWING
ON PAPER) BY SOPHIA KHANI

Have you ever missed out on an opportunity or adventure because
you were afraid of the unknown? For the last four years the Grade
10 French/History Block class has ventured into the unknown by
taking part in a student exchange program offered by Experiences
Canada (formerly known as SEVEC). Involvement in this exchange
program allows our students to be exposed to French as a living
language, the vehicle of discourse and culture for almost onequarter of all Canadians. Each of our students is twinned with
a student from Quebec and spends a week in their home.
Why participate in this program? David Smith and Barbara
Carvill say it well in their book, “The Gift of the Stranger”.
“By studying the language of the host country, one says to its
people: “I want to hear your voice; I want to know what it is like
to be you in your culture. I’ve already started to walk toward you;
I’ve gone through some of the rigorous and demanding discipline
necessary to acquire your language; and I’ve begun to learn
about your ways.” Fostering empathy for others’ understandings,
feelings, and perceptions is essential to our mission of equipping
teens for service.

Grade 10 History students compared current Canadian immigration
policies with those just prior to World War One. They discovered that
back then, although Canada was eager for immigrants to fill up
Western Canada, only Europeans were welcomed. This contrasts
significantly with present-day Canadian immigration policy, which
welcomes people from all over the world. Students were assigned
to create a political cartoon in response to what they had learned.
Emma Beatty’s political cartoon is divided in half. One side r
epresents 2017. The other side is 1911. Each panel has a door
with a sign that reads, “Canada! Welcome All!” The people
coming through the door in 2017 represent different cultures. The
one woman coming through the door comments, “Canada is so
welcoming!” This contrasts with the other panel representing 1911.
It has a closed door with interested immigrants with suitcases
unable to get into Canada. A puzzled individual muses, “I thought
everyone was welcome!?”
Kate DeGier’s political cartoon displays people desperately
climbing a huge cliff. A sign at the top indicates it is Canada in
1911. Other individuals float down towards the ground with
British flags as parachutes. The caption along the side reads, “Just
float in to Canada.” It is obvious the that the ease of immigrating
to Canada in 1911 is restricted to only a few.
Examining and reflecting on social and political issues is one
way that students are prepared to live as representatives of
Christ’s Kingdom in the world.

ALUMNI PROFILE
RENEE (HEGI) AND TROY VANLOENEN
by Richard Vanderkloet

COLIN HOVING

ALUMNUS PROFILE
PETER FRIESWICK
by Joel Sjaarda

After graduating from TDChristian in 2006, Peter Frieswick
completed his undergraduate degree at Redeemer University
and his Masters in Creative Writing at the University of New
Brunswick. Peter now lives and works with his wife Adrianna
at Muskoka Bible Centre, where Peter runs the Internship and
Recreation programs.
Internship at MBC functions in three areas: work, community,
and spirituality. Peter sees his role as helping to give young people
the tools they need to transition into adulthood. Understanding
how transformational a personal reading of the Scriptures can be,
Peter considers that one of the most important things he teaches
his interns is how to read the Bible for themselves; in fact, his
number one piece of advice to current TDChristian students is to
“spend time reading the Bible and talking about it with people
in a meaningful way”. It is through his own search for the Lord
in the Scriptures, as well as his high school experience at
TDChristian, that Peter is where he is today.
Reflecting on standout TDChristian staff, Peter recalls that
Mrs. Templeton, Ms. Vanderheide, and Mr. Vriend all had a
significant influence on him. He says that “Vriend allowed me to
explore my creative side,” and that Templeton was “sweet, kind,
compassionate. and loving”. Excellent teachers, opportunities to
take part in drama productions, and time with Christ-following
friends at TDChristian have all had a lasting impact on Peter.

STUDENT PROJECT
OPEN OR CLOSED

by Fran Joosse

STUDENT PROJECT
SOPHIA KHANI

As part of our Grade 12 Perspectives class we study the book of
Ecclesiastes, asking essential worldview questions: Who am I?
Where am I? Why am I here? What is this place? What is true?
What is good for us to do while we live?
In her creative response to Ecclesiastes, Sophia Khani (17)
pondered these questions while experimenting with light. She
created a stunning image of the spectrum of light exploding from
the source of light itself. In her written response she demonstrated
a clear understanding that God is light, that His creation is born
of light, that Christ is light, and that we find our true identity
and vocation only when living in this light. She writes, “With the
words ‘Let there be light!’ God initiated creation. Light burst forth
from eternity and has travelled across the expanding universe ever
since. Stars show us light that has taken years to reach our eyes.
Stars and light are amazing, yet they are meaningless in and of
themselves. We can study astronomy but it still remains a mystery.
What’s it all about? What is our place? What does it mean?”
The Teacher of Ecclesiastes initially discovers that the examined
life is well worth living, but reveals later that meaning eludes him
and that the search for it is like chasing the wind. We struggle in
the same way. But in the final chapter, Ecclesiastes shares the
answer to the age-old question of the meaning of life: fear God
and keep His commandments. In short, to borrow the words of
a hymn: “trust and obey—for there’s no other way.” With our
hearts fixed on the God of Light Himself, we no longer wander
in darkness but begin to see every moment, every point of light
laden with meaning and significance.
Sophia concludes, “Observe light, and life, with significant
meaning. Celebrate Epiphany! For I was blind, but now I see.”

STUDENT EXPERIENCE
EMBRACING THE STRANGER

TROY AND RENEE
VANLOENEN

PETER FRIESWICK

“Excellent teachers, opportunities to take part in
drama productions, and time with Christ-following
friends at TDChristian have all had a lasting
impact on Peter.”
POLITICAL CARTOONS BY
EMMA BEATTY (TOP)
AND KATE DEGIER
(RIGHT LOWER)

AVERY BLAAUWENDRAAT
CREATING IN THE WOOD SHOP

After Renee graduated from TDChristian in 1992, she went to
Georgetown High for her OACs and then to Humber College for
a diploma in nursing. She currently works as a nurse at William
Osler Health Centre in Etobicoke while pursuing a degree from
Ryerson.
Troy attended TDChristian for only two years, from 1989 to
1991, after which he bounced between Banting in Alliston and
St. Thomas Aquinas in Tottenham. He never graduated from high
school.
Renee got married, had a son, and then a divorce. She resolved
that she was done with men, and had no interest in dating again.
Troy entered a relationship that produced a daughter before
it too dissolved. He struggled with substance abuse for years
before committing to a clean life, enrolled as a mature student at
Tyndale University for two years, and rediscovered the faith of his
childhood. Despite a relapse, he felt God pulling him back, and
has been sober for over five years. He is self-employed and does
renovations, additions, and custom cabinetry.
Renee was encouraged by a close friend to resume dating,
but resisted, content to raise her son as a single mom. Eventually
yielding to internal and external pressures, she decided that if she
were ever to get into a serious relationship it would have to be
with someone who shared her commitment to serving God. She
signed up on the dating site Christian Café, where she met Troy,
and discovered that they had attended the same high school for
two years! The rest, of course, is history. They got married, and
have a wonderful son Malachi, now a year old.
The best things they remember from their time at TDChristian
are the community they experienced, the enduring friendships
they formed (a big shout-out from Renee to Sarah B. and
Rebekah F.), and their relationships with teachers—not all of
them, of course, but especially those who met them in the dark
and troubled places of their lives with understanding, kindness, and
support. In particular, they mentioned Mr. Cardon, Ms. Roxburgh,
Mrs. Joosse, Mr. Vriend, Mr. VanDyke, Mr. Barneveld, and Ms.
Roukema. Troy says he learned from his chequered schooling
experience that “the grass isn’t greener on the other side, it’s
greener where you water it.” Renee’s advice to students today is
to not rush high school, but enjoy every minute while cultivating
the habit of working hard. Both are in a very happy, contented
place now.
Renee and Troy both grew up in loving Christian homes that
continued to support them throughout their difficult times. Both
went to Christian schools and attended Christian churches. But
they realize that even more than family, friends, and teachers, it
has been the persistent, patient pursuit of a compassionate God
that has brought them to where they now find themselves. Above
all, their story is a testimony to the relentless, gracious love of
that God.

by Marjorie Helder

STUDENT PROJECT
THE ACT OF CREATION
by Harry Huyer

When young people first come to TDChristian, they are faced
with mandatory courses such as English, Math, and Geography.
One that you would not expect is “Shop”, or by its formal name,
“Exploring Technologies”. Often you hear the comment, “Girls
too?”
Like Music, Drama, and Phys Ed, Shop is a more active, bodyoriented study that focuses on building physical skills. Such
subjects have been proven to develop a student more fully if
studied along with the more abstract or conceptual subjects.
As someone who has worked most of my life using my body to
create, process, or form objects, I find physical labour, directed by
my mind and heart, to be a very satisfying occupation—one
that I see as partnering in the cultivation of the Garden of Eden,
participating in visioning the New Earth and enacting the
Kingdom of God as his creative imagebearers.
There is little opportunity in our modern lifestyle for creativity
in the production of our goods; our obsession with paying as little
as possible for everything has squeezed this out of the picture.
Almost no one makes their own furniture or clothing, grows their
own food, or builds their own home. Most people must hire others
to do ordinary maintenance or repairs, and some households even
contract out gardening, mowing the lawn, doing the laundry,
and cleaning the house. This means that young people have
no opportunity to operate tools or develop skills in a safe,
pressure-free atmosphere. Many students’ experience with
woodworking tools is limited to a pencil sharpener.
At TDChristian, we provide that opportunity: learning to use
woodworking tools to create, to have agency in our environment,
to be able to change something to suit our purpose better.
We begin with basic traditional hand tools, which means low
productivity if we are into counting widgets, but it provides a rich
experience of connecting our mental image with the input from
our senses (how something looks, feels, smells, and sounds).
We learn to put our entire body at the service of operating each
tool. We learn to evaluate our work so we can decide how much
effort we want to invest in it. We see the result of devoting time
and energy to sanding and finishing: we have a doll in our
hands, a piece of art, not just a block of wood.
We have created.
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Attention Alumni!

at TD

Please keep us posted
regarding reunions,
marriages, births, career
moves, and any other
important milestones. Simply
email alumni@tdchristian.ca.

KOREAN TEACHERS VISIT

On January 17, more than 30 Christian school teachers from
Korea visited our school as part of an educational trip exploring
Canadian Christian schools. It was a great opportunity for our
Korean (both Korean-Canadian and International) students to
act as hosts and translators for our guests, who were quite
taken with the students’ hospitality.

• Marriages
• Leanne DeZoeten (03)
and Ryan Theriault,
September 15, 2017.
• Kelsie Tari (13) and
Jonathan Frank,
October 8, 2017.

SHOWING WHAT YOU KNOW

Our school believes presentation skills are vital for our students
to practise and develop. In January, students made hundreds of
presentations in dozens of classes as part of our Presentations
of Learning Days. You are invited to our Semester 2 Presentation
Days on June 6 and 12.

• Brian Veenstra (09) and
Natasha Bloemendal,
October 14, 2017.
• Brian Bergsma (08) and
Shelby McClenny (10),
October 20, 2017.

REAL WORLD EXPERIENCE

In late January, between Semesters 1 and 2, Grade 11 students
took part in Mentorship Week. Each Grade 11 student spent
at least three days with an adult mentor in a field they were
interested in finding out more about. They will present their
learning to each other later in February.

• Births

PASTORS’ APPRECIATION BREAKFAST
RETURNS FEBRUARY 27

As a school, we feel we are in partnership with all of the
ministers, pastors, priests, and youth workers who work alongside
our students. We also know there are many other pastors who
may never have set foot in our building. On Tuesday, February 27
at 8:30 a.m., TDChristian will host our fourth annual Appreciation
Breakfast for all ministerial staff who’d like to come. Can you
help us by inviting your pastor or youth worker? Get details at
tdchristian.ca, or email Patty at schuurman@tdchristian.ca and
she will be in touch with you.

Grade 11 student Owen Moss
at Semester 1 Presentations
Afternoon

• Josh Olthof (07)
and Annalee Roffel
welcomed Lillyan Joy
Elizabeth on January 4,
2018. A sister to Marcus.
• Olivia VanMeggelen
(12) and Curtis DeVries
welcomed daughter
Shaelyn Hannah on
January 5, 2018.
PASS IT ON: TDCH 10
and 25 Year Reunion:
Saturday, May 5, 2018.

FREE WILL PLANNING CLINIC

At 7 pm on Thursday, March 1, TDChristian is hosting a Will
Clinic sponsored by the Christian School Foundation and
Christian Stewardship Services (CSS). The CSS clinic leader will
walk us through the basic questions people have about will
preparation. This helpful information will be of benefit
regardless of which charities you want to include in your will…
and it will feature delicious desserts. Everyone is invited!
Please RSVP to marg@tdchristian.ca.

WELL DONE, GOOD AND FAITHFUL
SERVANT

After 39 years of teaching at TDChristian, Richard Vanderkloet
has announced his retirement at the end of this school year.
We invite you (especially alumni) to help us celebrate Richard
and his immeasurable contributions to TDChristian at our Spring
Membership Meeting on April 19 at 7 pm.

Upcoming
Events
Pastors’ Appreciation
		 Breakfast
February 27, 8:30 am
Free Will Clinic
March 1, 7 pm
Spring Membership
Meeting
April 19, 7 pm
Grandparents’ Day
April 26, 9 am

FROM THE PAST
(1965)

Notice Book Launch
& Open House
May 10, 6 pm

@TDChristian
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Email:
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Richard Vanderkloet
now (above) and then
(1982) (left)
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