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Nota Bene												- W. Groot
		
November and December are busy months of the school year! I am particularly excited about an initiative of the Global
Missions Club who will inspire homerooms and others to support World Renew through their Giving Catalogue.

We invite you to participate and/or attend some or all of the exciting and empowering events at TDChristian:
• Learning Dialogues 3:30 to 6:32 p.m. on Thurs., Nov. 22
• Fall Membership Meeting (open to all) at 7:30 p.m. on Thurs., Nov. 22
• TDChristian Senior Girls Volleyball Tournament and Fundraising Day, Fri., Nov. 3o
• Little Women, our main stage production, at 7 p.m. on Fri., Nov. 30 or Fri., Dec. 7, Dinner Theatre and Silent Auction at
5:30 p.m. on Sat., Dec. 1 or Seniors Show (with whoever they take) at 2 p.m. on Fri., Dec. 7.
• Canadian Improv Games at 6 p.m. on Wed., Dec. 12 (to be confirmed)
• TDChristian Christmas Concert at 7 p.m. on Thurs., Dec. 13
• Presentations Day from 8:55 a.m. to 2:55 p.m. Visit and earn volunteer hours! (email buwalda@tdchristian.ca)
Other important dates:
• Homeroom Competitions on Mon., Nov. 26
• Focus Day 4 on Wed., Dec. 5
• Class of 2019 Grad Portraits on Tues., Dec. 4, Wed., Dec. 5 and Thurs., Dec. 6
• Third Set of Learning Reports on Tues., Dec. 11
• Project Day 2 on Fri., Dec. 14.
Thank you for your support and prayers as we enfold, engage, and empower students to learn for service in the light of
God’s Word.

Fall Membership Meeting - Everyone is Invited 7:30 p.m. on Thurs., Nov. 22
Celebrate the completion of Phase 1 of Project 20/20, learn about next steps for Project 20/20, hear from the Board about
the school’s finances, help honour employees Meg Cate, June Tenyenhuis and Phil Vriend for their years of service at TDChristian and provide feedback on questions at your table. We would love to see you there! Families can earn 2.5 volunteer hours for attending.

Consultation: Education in Ontario - Go to fortheparents.ca
We invite everyone – parents, students, educators and interested individuals or organizations – to provide feedback on the
education system in Ontario. To have clout, 20,000 independent school supporters should send submissions or emails.
The key message is for parents to indicate their desire to be an integral part in the education of their children.
Our goal is to prepare Ontario students for success, improve their academic achievement and equip them with the
tools needed to enter the working world. Consultation closing date: December 15, 2018
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Transportation

							

- M. Heinbuch

School Closures
With winter before us, there is an increased chance of the weather affecting the running of our busses. The decision to cancel school is usually made between 6 and 6:15 a.m. using the criteria below. A snow day notice is
immediately posted on the website and the automated text/call system is initiated so that families receive notifications via a text (cell phone) or a voice message (landline). If in doubt about a school closure, check the website,
do not call the school.
How we decide on a School Closure due to weather
Because TDChristian buses come from many different areas the weather can be wildly different. Some areas may
receive several centimetres of snow while other areas may receive little or none. In order to determine if is safe for
students to come to school, we look at and consider the following:
1. Accumulation in Caledon and Newmarket/Bradford, the locations of our two Parkview hubs. If the driving near
either hub is unsafe, school is cancelled as having half the student body missing is counterproductive.
2. Accumulation in Woodbridge making getting to the school difficult or unsafe.
3. Decisions made by the Peel, Toronto, Caledon, Halton, and York school boards. If two of the school boards
close, especially Peel and York, there is strong chance we will.
4. Timing of the weather affecting the commute to or from school due to road conditions or poor visibility.
5. The amount of predicted or actual precipitation; a few centimeters on the ground usually does not in itself
mean the school will close.
6. The type of precipitation - freezing rain, blizzard, fluffy snow.
7. Temperature: extreme cold weather alerts in combination with poor road conditions may mean that waiting at
some of our stops is not safe.
Occasionally busses are late to school due to the weather. If it is a particularly slow morning and several busses
are late, the start of the school day and length of classes are altered to minimize the number of students who will
be late to class. Sometimes, due to weather alerts, we may end school early in order for busses to get ahead of
the potential traffic chaos.
In the end, if busses are running and the weather is bad in your area, we trust you, as parents or guardians, to
decide whether or not to send your children to school. In those cases, students should access Edsby (check the
feed, message the teacher or a classmate) to stay abreast of school work. Teachers will post work for each of
their classes for the third school closure in first semester and, starting in second semester, for the second school
closure.
Automated call system
We use an automated call system to communicate bus cancellations or significant morning delays (30 minutes or
more). Please do not reply to text messages about bus cancellations/delays for two reasons: first, your texted responses go to the automated system and not the school and secondly, we get charged for every reply. If you wish
to connect with the school, send your inquiries, responses or questions via webmail or Edsby.
On mornings like this past Tuesday when the roads are slow due to weather conditions, we rely on families to use
the bus tracking to find out where the buses are, rather than sending out automated messages. There is too much
happening on those mornings to try to find out where all 13 buses are and to effectively send out messages that
are accurate and on time to be useful. If the tracking is not working, please let us know.
After school, with the number of cell phones on each bus, we rely on the students’ abilities to communicate home
if there is a delay.
In the case of an accident involving one of our buses, an automated message will be sent as soon as we are
informed by the bus company.
We are thankful for our faithful bus drivers who transport our students on busy roads and sometimes through difficult weather conditions.
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Praise & Petition								- E. Dengerink/M. Laswick
						

Our Grade 12 and fifth year students are working on decisions for next year while managing their course load and
their lives outside of school. Please remember them in your prayers.
Adam Taylor’s, Aunt Patricia, was released from the hospital after a lengthy stay. Please pray for complete healing
and for strength and patience for Patricia and her family.
Last week Thursday TDChristian hosted Grade 7 and 8 Day. There was an air of excitement as students and
parents/guardians learned about what TDChristian has to offer to enfold, engage, and empower students to learn
for service in the light of God’s Word. Please pray for families as they make decisions about where their children
will attend high school.
We pray that the Learning Dialogues that take place this Thursday evening will benefit students, parents, and
teachers as we work together to provide the best learning experience for TDChristian students.

Grade 7&8 Day							

- P. Schuurman

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who helped on this exciting and busy day. Over 300 guests were in the building
last Thursday.
We thank those who gave of their time and brought positive energy and hard work to the event:
• our 29 student leaders who volunteered to bring Grade 7&8 students from classroom to classroom
• student helpers who assisted teachers in various subject areas such as Environmental Block and Science
• the many parents who contributed in a variety of ways including providing food, coming to talk, visiting with
families, or helping drive our students to and from school last Thursday.
We are blessed by the work of many, inspired by a vision of education that allows us to be and work in an
incredible place of learning. Here we can grow and serve in His Kingdom.
Many students and parents/guardians came to Grade 7&8 Day. However, we know there are more prospective
students out there! Invite them to visit our website (tdchristian.ca) or follow us on Instagram #tdchristianhighschool
or Facebook. Our next Open House is on Thursday, January 10. Come and see some great student work and
presentations. Tours are available by contacting Patty Schuurman at schuurman@tdchristian.ca).

Music Notes

- K. Hayward

On Thursday, December 13 we invite you to join us as we present “Night of Wonder.” This concert will feature
Ascension, the concert band, the choir, the jazz band, grade 9 music classes, and soloists. In addition to having
the opportunity to sing carols, the audience will be treated to music by Rossini, Praetorious, Michael W. Smith and
the Pentatonix.
Families of students in grade 9 who are currently taking music, choir and band are reminded that these students
will be participating in the concert as part of their course requirements. The concert begins at 7 pm.
Sound Checks: 3:10 Jazz band, 3:30 Soloists, 3:50 Ascension, 5:00 Grade 9 Band, 5:30 Concert band, 6:00 Choir
Grade 9 students participating in the concert are expected to stay on school property after school and can have a
pizza dinner provided for a nominal fee. Further details will be provided as we get closer to the event.
Dress for the concert is formal/dressy attire: black bottoms (including shoes) and white tops.
• Females are to wear black dress pants or long skirts (no leggings, jeggings or yoga pants) and a white dress
blouse or top. A long (knee length) black dress is also appropriate. All tops must have sleeves.
• Males are to wear black dress pants, black shoes and a white dress shirt. Black ties are optional.
Please email any questions about the music program to Mr. Hayward at hayward@tdhristian.ca.
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Little Women: Nov. 30, Dec. 1, Dec. 7 (two shows)
General information about the regular evening shows and the Dinner Gala and Silent Auction is on the ad posted
later in this edition of the Fridge Door.
However, please note the special DESSERT SHOW on Friday, December 7 at 2 p.m. This show is especially for
seniors (and anyone who accompanies them, including students at TDChristian who will be allowed to miss Period 4
provided they go to the play with their grandparent(s)). Besides including free desserts, the sound will be set louder
and there will be two short breaks, as well as a full intermission. This play lasts approximately 2 1/2 hours.
Ticket sales are strong for the Little Women Dinner Theatre and Silent Auction show on Saturday, December 1
at 5:30 pm. Enjoy a fabulous catered dinner by Desserts By Michelle, bid on auction items, and take in this fabulous
show. Last year’s show sold out, so email playtickets@tdchristian.ca today to reserve your tickets.
Can’t make it to the dinner theatre? Reserve your tickets for any show by emailing playtickets@tdchristian.ca today.

Fundraising Day: November 30, 2018
Every year students ask for opportunities to raise funds for charitable causes close to their hearts or due to their
experiences. We, at TDChristian, like to support these initiatives. On Friday, November 30, students may set
up booths/tables during lunch to raise awareness and/or funds provided they have their plans approved by Mr.
Groot (and their parents or guardians) on or before November 28. Please email groot@tdchristian.ca if you have
questions.

Falcons Perch										

- C. Hoving

The Senior Boys Tier 1 Volleyball team advanced to the semi-finals of the A/AA Playoffs before losing in four sets to
eventual winner Thornlea HS. The team left this afternoon for the Ontario Federation of School Athletic Associations
(OFSAA) in Belleville to compete against 19 other Single A schools in the province. They are ranked 12th.
The Girls Basketball team was eliminated in the first round of playoffs in a tight game against Huron Heights SS. It
was a great year of development as we continue to grow the girls basketball program. Thank you to coach Bauer.
Teams are being finalized for girls volleyball and boys basketball. There will be three girls teams: Junior Tier 2
(coached by Mrs. Van Schepen), Senior Tier 2 (Mrs. Dengerink and Ms. Dibbits) and Senior Tier 1 (Ms. Weening).
There will be a Junior Boys Basketball team (Mr. J. Sjaarda and Mr. E. Vrieling) and a Senior team (Mr. Hoving,
alumni Peter Groot, and Mr. B. Vrieling). Game and practice schedules will be posted to Edsby groups soon.
TDChristian has again invited Cuyahoga Valley Christian Academy (CVCA) to participate in an exhibition hockey
game. CVCA is a Christian high school in Ohio and travels to southern Ontario every other year to play exhibition
games against Christian high schools. This year’s game is on Tuesday, January 8 at 3:15 p.m. at the CAA Centre in
Brampton. Students in grade 9 and 10 who play in our intramural hockey program can apply to join the TDChristian
team by filling out the application form in the Edsby group entitled “Ohio Hockey Game”. The deadline is Nov. 30!
We are still looking to hire a parent/guardian/alumnus/alumna to referee some afternoon intramural hockey games. If
you are interested, please email Mr. Eric Vrieling at hockey@tdchristian.ca.
Volunteer Parent Drivers
Driving to and from away games is a way for parents/guardians to get involved at TDChristian. Earn volunteer hours
to help cut down on the school’s transportation costs and watch the games, too. Contact coaches to ask about
volunteer driving opportunities. The breakdown of how hours are earned for driving is available on the Splash! Page.
Senior team members will be receiving Student Transportation Consent Forms this week. These forms need to be
filled out and returned to coaches as tournaments and games will be upon us quickly.

From the Art Room
The Art department is in continual need of large juice cartons. We make books from them!
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Guidance Corner								

- E. Dengerink

Application time is here! Students have received the necessary information to help them with their applications,
including their PIN numbers.
• Ontario Public universities – January 16, 2019 for equal consideration
• Ontario Community Colleges – February 1, 2019 for equal consideration
• Christian Universities and Colleges usually having a rolling application deadline.
• Universities and Colleges outside of Ontario also have their own deadlines. Check their websites and apply
immediately. You should let guidance know if you are applying out of province or to a Christian institution so
we can forward your transcripts.
ACT FIVE - A New Program After High School
Redeemer University College in partnership with five Christian high schools including TDChristian are developing
an eight month post-secondary program called ACT FIVE. It starts in September 2019. Students will based in
a home in Hamilton. Not only will they volunteer and work throughout the city, they will travel abroad, go on
wilderness trips, and explore questions about who they are and where they are going.
Students will be able to earn university credits as part of the program and work in two significant practicums but
don’t have to be university bound. They do have to be interested in a program that connects adventure, service,
mentorship, and learning about faith in community. Anticipated enrollment for year one of ACT FIVE (Sept. 2019 to
Apr. 2020) will be 8 to 12 students and 20 to 24 students for year two (Sept. 2020 to Apr. 2021).
To learn more about this incredible initiative, see actfive.ca or better yet, contact Jon Berends, ACT FIVE’s
program director at jberends@redeemer.ca. Jon plans to visit TDChristian on Friday, Nov. 23. If you desire more
local information, talk to Mr. Groot who is assisting in the development of this exciting program.
Unique Experiences
• Young Leaders Wanted: A week in Ottawa on Parliament Hill! The Forum for Young Canadians is Canada’s
premier civics education program for students aged 15 to 19 years. Forum brings over 100 students per
week to Ottawa for an intensive academic adventure immersing them in the exciting world of national politics
and public affairs. Check www.forum.ca for more information and to apply for 2019. The deadline to apply is
November 30, 2018.
• Experience University for a week! From May 7 to 10, 2019 students will have the opportunity to learn beyond
the high school classroom with engaging and challenging courses that motivate them to explore and apply
new knowledge. They return to school with renewed energy, an excitement for learning and ideas for postsecondary and career planning. Check esu.queensu.ca for information. Registration opens December 3, 2018.
Summer Opportunities
If you are in Grade 11 or 12, consider taking EXPLORE. This five-week intensive immersion program is adapted
to all skill levels. It is an opportunity to travel, learn and practise your French while discovering a new culture.
The $2200 bursary (available to all applicants) pays for most of the cost. You could also apply to Languages at
Work, which provides opportunities to work in your host community following the Explore program. Check www.
myexplore.ca and www.languagesatwork.ca/en
Youth Explore is a three-week intensive French-immersion program that is offered during the summer for people
with any skill level in French. Explore (ages 13 to 15) participants are awarded a place and funding which covers
tuition fees for the course, instructional materials, meals, and accommodation. You will discover another region
of Canada while learning French in classes adapted to your language level. Check www.myexplore.ca for more
information.
Summer School Abroad: Thinking of going abroad this summer and earning a course credit? Check Blyth
Academy International Summer Programs at BlythSummers.ca. or MEI International Academy at www.
meiacademy.com.
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Parent Volunteer Opportunity: Presentations Day
Our Semester One Presentations of Learning Day is Wednesday, December 19, 2018. Dozens of TDChristian classes
from across the grades and curriculum have student presentations all day long. We love it when our parents come in
and help evaluate presentations. Each teacher will have his or her own way for you to evaluate or give feedback, but
it’s very straight forward and no previous experience is necessary. You will earn volunteer hours and can volunteer for
the morning, afternoon, or whole day (8:45 am -2:55 pm). If you are interested send an email that says “I’m Interested”
to Communications Coordinator Tim Buwalda at buwalda@tdchristian.ca and he will get back to you.

Student Volunteer Opportunites
•

•

•

Toronto Western Hospital is looking for talented individuals with an art/music background to volunteer and engage
older patients in our ENGAGE art and music program. This is a unique and special opportunity for students to
utilize their skills in a hospital environment while giving back to the community. We require 3 to 4 hours per week
for a period of six months minimum (our volunteers and students must be at least 16 years of age). You can
contact us via email hrinterns@uhn.ca or our program coordinator willy.phan@uhn.ca for any inquiries.
Helping hands & warm hearts needed At Casa Dolce Casa. Our residents are at the heart of everything we do. We
strive to enrich our community and positively secure its future. To do so, we need your help today! If you are 16
years of age or older, please consider volunteering your time. Contact our staff at Casa Dolce Casa for volunteer
inquiries Address: 7890 Pine Valley Drive, Woodbridge, ON, L4L 2J3 Phone: 905-605-1648 ext. 222 Email: Kirsy
Alvarez (Administrative Assistant) at kalvarez@casadolcecasa.ca.
Youth Volunteer Opportunities from our MP - see letter on page 10.

Grade 11 Mentorship							

- S. Van Eerden

Although some students are still ironing out a few details with their mentors, the majority of Grade 11 students have
completed the Mentorship Approval Form that was due on October 29. If you are still working at finishing this, keep at
it and keep talking to your teachers about it, letting them know how it is going. The next assignment is Get-to-Know
Your Mentor, which is due on January 9.

TDChristian Clothing: EStore is Open until December 5
TDChristian clothing is now available at www.tdchsestore.com. The site will be active until December 5 to ensure
orders arrive before Christmas break. Samples will be in the foyer at lunch next week. If you have any questions
please e-mail hoving@tdchristian.ca

Focus Day, Wednesday, December 5
The Grade 10 E-Block class will visit the Metro Toronto Zoo. They plan to leave at 9 am sharp once all the buses have
arrived and will return to the school by 2:30 pm. Students can bring a lunch or money to purchase food at the zoo.
Students should dress warmly as we will be outside for 2.5 hours of the trip!
The Grade 12 University Chemistry class with be going to Ripley’s Aquarium in Toronto. We will leave at 9 am and will
return in time for the buses. Students need to bring a lunch.
The Grade 10, 11 & 12 Art Class is going to the Ontario Art Gallery (AGO). Students need to bring water, a lunch and
their sketchbooks and their cell phones.
The Grade 12 Biology class is going to the Ontario Science Centre.

TDChristian Mini-Directories Available
The TDChristian mini-directory that includes names, addresses and phone numbers of TDChristian students and
families are ready. If you desire a copy, please email Marg and let her know who will pick it up from her in the office.
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Robotics tournament at UOIT!
TDChristian returns for its 12th robotics championship in Oshawa this Saturday, November 24. Last
year we had three of our four teams make it to the final table (of 60 teams), and this year we have so
many Grade 9s that we are fielding SIX teams. Details on the robotics Edsby page, and on hard copy
sent home Tuesday after club.

Croquette Fundraiser
Our first 50 cases have sold out already. Another 50 cases will be arriving early next week. If you
would like to order some pre-cooked, beef croquettes, please email marg@tdchristian.ca. A case of
36 for $45 dollars. All proceeds support the March Break Belize trip.

A Big Thank You from the Rummage Sale Committee
Thank you to the community for your assistance in this fundraiser! We raised just over $4,300!
PARENTS, FAMILIES AND FRIENDS...Your contributions are most appreciated. We graciously
thank the following FARMERS , GREENHOUSES, and STORES for their wonderful donations to our
school:
•

JC AGRI ORCHARDS, King City

•

HILLSIDE GARDENS, Bradford

•

ROUND THE BEND FARMS,Kettleby

•

SCHAKEL GREENHOUSES , Kettleby

•

FOOTHILL GREENHOUSES, Kettleby

•

HWY 9 FARMERS MARKET, Schomberg

•

ZOMERS GREENHOUSES, Norval
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