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Where the Jobs 
 Preparing students for careers 
 that don’t yet exist  

AREN’T
By Tim Buwalda, Communications Coordinator, 
and William Groot, Principal

Driverless car engineer, social media manager, 
mobile app developer: can you imagine trying 
to explain those careers to someone twenty years 
ago? 
	 Given	changing	demographics,	new	technologies,	global	competitors,	
and	maybe	even	a	robot	uprising,	what	will	the	job	market	be	like	
twenty	years	from	today?	The	short	answer:	decidedly	different.	
According	to	Fast	Company,	a	print	and	online	magazine	focusing		
on	innovation	in	business,	the	big	question	is:	how	do	you	prepare	
today’s	high	school	students	for	jobs	that	don’t	yet	exist?	
	 In	2011,	Hanover	Research	released	their	report,	“A	Crosswalk	of	
21st	Century	Skills”.	Synthesizing	the	findings	from	many	leading	
educational	research	bodies,	they	identified	13	crucial	skills	that	kept	
bubbling	to	the	top.	Let’s	look	at	these,	with	examples	of	how	they	
are	being	incorporated	across	the	curriculum	of	TDChristian:	

TIER ONE SKILLS
Collaboration and teamwork
Students	need	the	ability	to	work	effectively	with	others	to	accomplish	tasks.	
Listening	and	communication	between	team	members	are	key	aspects	of	this.	
At	TDChristian,	all	Grade	10	students	participate	in	a	two-day	overnight	retreat	
focused	on	collaboration.	And	in	our	Communications	Technology	classes,	students	
do	group	work	almost	exclusively,	making	short	films	in	which	every	member	has	
an	important	(and	necessary)	specialist	crew	position.	

Creativity and imagination
There’s	more	than	one	way	to	solve	a	problem.	Students	need	to	be	encouraged	
to	come	up	with	unique	and	creative	approaches	in	their	work.	At	TDChristian,	an	
emphasis	on	project-based	learning	across	the	curriculum	allows	opportunities	for	
creativity,	even	in	classes	like	History,	English,	and	Geography.	In	our	new	STEM	
Space	(STEM	=	Science,	Technology,	Engineering,	Math),	Grade	9	students	are	
joining	the	“maker	movement”,	creating	objects	and	signage	by	programming	
our	CNC	router,	3D	printer,	or	laser	engraver.

Critical thinking
How	do	you	go	beyond	the	surface?	How	do	you	navigate	the	grey	areas	and	
complexities	found	in	almost	every	issue	worth	examining?
	 A	few	years	ago,	the	school	purposely	aligned	its	Grade	11	English	and	Grade	11	
Bible	classes	together	into	the	Perspectives	Block.	Through	their	own	writing	and	
the	study	of	literature	and	the	Bible,	students	spend	time	examining	big	questions	
such	as	“Why	am	I	here?”	“What	happens	after	I	die?”	“Why	is	there	so	much	
suffering	in	the	world?”	and	“How	might	I	think	about	this	subject	if	I	approach
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What We Did This Summer 
Phase	1	of	Project	20/20,	which	involved	combining	
parking	lots,	creating	a	new	safer	entrance,	planting	
over	40	trees	and	300	bushes,	and	upgrading	
underground	services,	has	been	completed	and	paid	
for	within	budget!	The	school’s	main	office	was	
expanded	and	work	was	also	done	in	the	old	fire	
hall.	Find	out	next	steps	for	Project	20/20	at	the	
Fall Membership Meeting on Thursday, 
November 22 at 7:30 p.m. or	by	reading	the	
2018	“Report	Card”	sent	out	in	December.	We	are	
still	raising	funds	for	Phase	2.	DONATE	online	at	
tdchristian.ca	or	contact	the	school.

Project 20/20
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it from someone else’s point of view?” A highlight 
of Perspectives Block is a three-day service trip to 
homeless shelters, food banks, and community 
centres in downtown Toronto. The trip and its follow-
up assignment help students learn to see the image 
of God in all people.
 Another example of critical thinking is in Grades 11 
and 12 Art. Students create and study art not just for 
its aesthetic value, but for the ideas and perspectives 
it expresses. Students in these classes have examined 
and responded artistically to topics such as mental 
health, faith, poverty, and self-worth. 

Problem solving
Problem solving includes defining the problem, 
brainstorming solutions, developing action plans, 
building and testing, and analyzing the outcomes. It’s 
easy to see that in problem solving, students can also 
use the three skills we’ve already looked at.
 At TDChristian every single course has at its core 
two or three essential questions to explore. In Math, 
one of those questions is, “How does God reveal 
himself through mathematics?” In the sciences, one 
question is, “How is intelligent design clearly evident 
in chemistry?” The primary question of Biology 11 is, 
“What is life?”
 In many courses students tackle smaller problems 
by working on detailed projects. This might include 
creating hydraulic arms in Physics Block, constructing 
World War I trench dioramas in Canadian History, or 
creating an imaginary business in Entrepreneurship 
class. 

TIER TWO SKILLS
Flexibility and adaptability
Remember Blockbuster Video? Kodak film? Two 
things we can all agree on about the future are that 
1) change is happening faster than ever before; and 
2) if you cannot adapt to change, you can be left behind. 
 Students need to be nimble in their thinking; 
they also need to be self-aware, knowing their own 
strengths and weaknesses so they can adapt quickly 
to new situations and opportunities. In Grade 10 
Careers, students go through several rounds of 
aptitude and personality testing. All Grade 11 
students participate in our Mentorship program, 
during which they normally spend three days with an 
adult mentor in a vocational area that interests them.
 Visit our building and you’ll see purposeful design 
in the architecture. From classes that meet in clusters 
of tables, to whiteboards and computers everywhere, 
to even more exciting ideas coming in the Project 
20/20 expansion, students have the work and 
meeting spaces they need, when they need them.

Global and cultural awareness
God calls us to love our neighbour as ourselves. When 
the whole world is our neighbour, we need to get out 
of the bubble and study what is going on in other 
countries and other cultures. 
 Our neighbour is the focus of our Grade 12 World 
Cultures class. Our Grade 11 International Block class 
spends up to eight weeks learning and serving in 
a developing country. And in French class, students 
study not just language, but French-Canadian culture.
 Global awareness can also start in the hallways. 
Ten to 15 percent of our student body consists of 
international students, with students this year from 
China, Korea, Nigeria, Italy, and other countries. 
This has brought new opportunities for experiencing 
different cultures and our wider world.

Information literacy
The digital age has made “the truth” more confusing 
than ever. Is something true because Google said so? 
And what if “Alexa” gives a different answer? 
Students need to explore issues from a variety of 
sources and viewpoints. In Grade 10 English, students 
spend an entire unit exploring the techniques and 
strategies of advertising and its effect on us. In 
Grade 11 Photography, students go behind the 
curtain of photo manipulation by learning Photoshop.

Leadership
We want our students to recognize that we live in 
a broken world, and we want them to be inspired 
to change it—even in the smallest of ways. It takes 
leadership skills to make a difference. Students 
learn about leadership in many different courses at 
TDChristian, including two specific Grade 12 courses: 
Healthy Active Living Leadership and Business 
Leadership. Through clubs, teams, and assembly, 
students also have many leadership opportunities 
outside the classroom. Many of our senior students 
earn the Leadership and Peer Support Grade 11 credit 
as Student Assistants in courses such as Art, Phys Ed, 
Environmental Block, Math, Science, Drama, and 
STEM, mentoring other students. Finally, in the last 
two years, student-organized Relay for Life events 
have raised over $36,000 for cancer research.

TIER THREE SKILLS
Civic literacy and citizenship
Does being civic-minded mean something different 
for Christians? We think it does. That’s why we’re 
so big on service trips, so that homeless people and 
the working poor are thought of as persons, not just 
statistics. In Grade 10 Environmental Block, students 
explore civics and careers while also studying how to 
care for the earth through both hands-on projects 
and research. We have worked with CIVIX, a non-
partisan national registered charity dedicated to 
building the skills and habits of active and engaged 
citizenship among young Canadians. This has led 
to meetings with politicians at the local, regional, 
provincial, and national levels. 

Oral and written communication
Talking to your mechanic. Going on a job interview. 
Asking someone on a date. We all do oral presentations 
every day without even realizing it. At TDChristian, 
we’ve made student presentations a requirement of 
every single course. We want our students to be able 
to communicate what they are learning, effectively 
and confidently. Each semester, we hold a public 
Presentations of Learning Day so our students can 
present to a wider audience.

Social responsibility and ethics
Platforms like Snapchat and Facebook connect people 
like never before, yet also bring tremendous concerns 
around privacy, disinformation, and bullying. Other 
new technologies bring their own ethical dilemmas. 
At TDChristian, discussions and assignments around 
ethics play key roles in classes such as Law, Accounting, 
Philosophy, and Economics. How do we respond to 
the world and its issues as Christians? What is our 
responsibility to our neighbours, our communities, 
and our environment as we seek to serve God and 
others?

Technological literacy
Anyone can be a consumer of apps. But what if you 
learned how to make one? Through courses like 
Computer Science, STEM, and The Pulse (our school’s 
television show), and clubs like Robotics and Yearbook, 
our students learn by working with the latest 
technological tools. However, we also know that 
technology is not neutral; it brings good and bad. 
Discernment around the use and misuse of technology 
is explored at many points in the curriculum. 

Initiative
The first step in fostering initiative is to give students 
the opportunity to show it by creating an open, 
welcoming environment in which to do so. Our 
weekly assemblies feature many student-led 
activities and student speakers. Many of our clubs 
are run with student leadership, including our new 
Debate Club, begun on the initiative of two students. 
Our principal meets weekly with several different 
grade representatives to solicit feedback and ideas to 
keep our school the friendly, positive community it is. 
Classes like Entrepreneurial Studies and Improv also 
encourage and reward initiative. Finally, 17 sports 
teams, three instrumental music courses, an annual 
drama production, and plenty of groups such as 
Writers’ Guild give students many opportunities 
to show initiative.

PUTTING THEM ALL TOGETHER: 
THE ECOSYSTEM APPROACH
A key point of agreement among the studies 
referenced by Hanover Research was that these 
13 skills cannot be taught in a vacuum; it takes an 
“ecosystem approach” to ensure students are future-
ready. In other words, these skills must be integrated 
into a whole which is informed by an educational 
vision, and in which they all interact. In an article 
on Forbes.com, author Barbara Curshan writes, 
“Students need the full complement of skills in 
order to participate meaningfully in our digital 
world, rather than being steamrolled by it.”
 In the ecosystem that is TDChristian, the overarching, 
integrating vision is the job we have been given as 
imagebearers and agents of God in his world, seeking 
to understand and to serve. Under that lens, everything 
is related, and everything is an act of worship and 
gratitude, undertaken with joy and passion. We hope 
that our students leave TDChristian well prepared 
for the next chapter and beyond. Our curriculum 
is always being updated, and our teachers are 
passionate learners themselves. We are ALL learners 
in God’s kingdom.
 None of us truly knows what the future holds. 
But what remains constant from yesterday, into today, 
and looking ahead to tomorrow, is the school’s focus: 
Learning for Service in the Light of God’s Word. 
It permeates every course and every activity in the 
school. We can face the future fearlessly knowing 
that God is great and that he is faithful to his people. 
We look to him: our Creator, Guide, and Saviour.
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Alumni 

News  
    tdAttention Alumni!
Please keep us posted 
regarding reunions, 
marriages, births, career 
moves, and any other 
important milestones. 
Simply email alumni@
tdchristian.ca. Don’t worry 
if you’re late in reporting  
– we’re still interested!

•	 Holly Dekkema	(11)	&	
Derek	Bursey	welcomed	
Theo	Isaac	on	August	8,	
2018.

•	 Elena Knibbe	(08)	
and	John Olthof	(08)	
welcomed	Deanna	Grace	
on	August	14,	2018.

•	 Nicole Riedstra	(08)	&	
Josh	Stevens	welcomed	
Hailey	Lynn,	August	15,	
2018.	A	sister	to	James.

•	 Trevor Bloemendal	(00)	
	 &	Cheryl	Tucker	
welcomed	Holden	Trevor	
on	September	18,	a	
brother	to	Leo	&	Isaac.

•	 Kieran Hoult	(07)	and	
Sarah	Harris	welcomed	
Ayla	Grace	on	May	23,	
2018.

• Accomplishments
•	 Adam Wiedemann	(14)	
and	Luke Van Schepen	
(13)	were	both	drafted	
to	the	NLL	(National	
Lacrosse	League)–Adam	
to	Georgia	(9th)	and		
Luke	to	Rochester	(16th).

• In Memoriam
•	 Former	TDChristian	
secretary	Joanna Hartholt 
passed	away	at	the	age	of	
89	on	September	18,	2018.	
Joanna	was	the	secretary	
from	1968	to	1993.	

• Marriages
•	 Katie Vandekemp	(16)	
&	Caleb	Veals,	June	16,	
2018

•	 Ryan VanZeumeren	(10)	
&	Samantha	Buys,	July	7,	
2018

•	 Thomas Heming	(11)		
&	Dana Roffel (11),	

	 August	25,	2018
•	 Justin Buisman	(11)	
&	Nichole	Burrus,	
September	29,	2018

• Births
•	 Dave Adema	(05)	&	

Heather Weststeyn	
(’11)	welcomed	Blakely	
Elizabeth	on	June	16,	
2018.	A	sister	to	Lenix.

•	 Anna Bergsma	(09)	and	
Justin	Zegers	welcomed	
Charlotte	Joy	on	June	27,	
2018.	A	sister	to	Rhea.
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Upcoming
Events	
Alumni Volleyball 
Tournament 		
	 November	10,	Email: 
 hoving@tdchristian.ca	

Grade 7&8 Day at 
TDChristian 
	 November	15,	Email: 
 schuurman@tdchristian.ca	

Fall Membership Meeting
	 November	22,	7:30	p.m.	

TDChristian Christmas 
Concert
 December	13,	7:00	p.m.

Presentations of 
Learning Day
 December	19

Winter Open House and 
Celebrations of Learning
 January	10,	2019,	6:30	p.m.

Spotlight on INTERNSHIP
  BLOCK
Some students know exactly what career they want to pursue after high 
school. Others have no idea. And still more think they know what they 
want to do, but really have no experience in that field to confirm their 
thoughts about it. Internship Block is a unique, semester-long program 
that helps students—including university-bound students—learn about 
work. 
	 Now	in	its	fourth	year,	Grade	11	and	12	Internship	Block	has	students	spend	two	full	
days	a	week	at	a	vocational	placement	with	an	adult	mentor	in	a	field	that	interests	them.	
They	spend	the	other	three	days	taking	courses	in	a	small	group	setting	at	school,	with	
two	guiding	teachers,	Mr.	Sjaarda	and	Mr.	Godber,	to	offer	feedback,	encouragement,	
and	advice.	
	 Internship	Block	students	need	to	show	initiative,	grit,	and	responsibility.	Their	real-
world	experiences	are	immensely	valuable	to	them.	Some	discover	a	career	area	where	
they	thrive;	others	discover	that	it	really	wasn’t	the	job	they	thought	it	was	(which	may	
be	even	more	valuable).	But	what	nearly	all	find	is	that	they	really	like	this	authentic,	
practical,	experiential	style	of	education.

TDChristian 
Drama presents: 

 
by Louisa May Alcott

Evening shows		
Nov. 30 & Dec. 7, 7 p.m. 
(Tickets: $15 adults, 
$10 students)

Dinner Gala Show 
& Silent Auction  
Dec. 1, 5:30 p.m.  
(Tickets: $75 before 
Nov. 5, then $90)

Seniors’ Afternoon 
Dessert Performance  
Dec. 7, 2 p.m. 
(Seniors’ Tickets $20, 
Adults $25)

Get info and/or 
reserve your seats 
by emailing 
playtickets@tdchristian.ca

Little 
Women

Stephen de Peuter    
Placement:	
Durabody	Industries	Ltd.

Julio Albuquerque    
Placement:	
Market	Lane	Animal	Hospital

Michael Aukema    
Placement:	
Jay’s	Sheds

Quincy Blandford-Grosse    
Placement:	
Smart	Staging	&	Design

Providence Diomedi    
Placement:	
Toronto	Western	Hospital.

Matt Groot    
Placement:	
Mississauga	Fire	Department

Caleb Hay    
Placement:	
Thornhill	Lawn	Equipment

Matthew Hoekstra    
Placement:	
Peel	Mechanical

Noel Simpson    
Placement:	
Pallet	Renew

Nathan Wells    
Placement:	
New	Electric

“For me, I find I’m learning more 
outside the school environment,” 
says Grade 11 student Stephen 
de Peuter. “When I do math at 
my welding placement, I can 
immediately see the application.”




