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William's Words of the Week:
By William Groot, Principal

Perspective is an important word at TDChristian.
One of ten principles in our Identity Statement is: The Bible is
God’s Word and serves as the “spectacles” through which we
view reality. How we see and experience the world and then
share it with others reveals who we are and for whom we
live.
Another important tenet found in it is: “Creation is the other
“book” in which God shows us who he is. We see God’s
finger-prints all over creation; its fundamental goodness
shines through in spite of sin. The visible universe is like a
beautiful book in which all creatures are like letters making
us ponder the love, wisdom, and power of the invisible God.”
What’s particularly striking about the above painting (now
hanging at the end of our newest hallway) is how the artist,
Roland Jonker, masterfully combines perspective and
creation. I love how the entire landscape is so wonderfully
brushed. How colours are used to reveal a rich and textured
perspective of creation is stunning. The placements of the
reds, browns, and especially the greens, add to the majesty
of the work.
How does this painting relate to where we are, as a school,
now? It is a matter of perspective. What colours our view of
learning at TDChristian? How do we strive to be in the
green? These are crucial questions. Central to any answer is
for us to strive to do our tasks well, daily, wherever we are: at
home and online or at school and in-person. The pandemic
continues to impact us. In spite of it, how we work together, in
community for the benefit of our students will help define the
end of this semester.
We, at TDChristian, are committed to supporting our students
in their learning, first, but also in their lives as they navigate
the final weeks of first semester. God’s promise is sure; he is
always with us.

Roland, deceased in 2021, was the architect for TDCH expansions
from 1988 to 2010. His wife, Coby, deceased in 2019, was a former
teacher and guidance counselor at TDChristian. We are grateful for
the painting donated by their son, David Jonker (’89) and daughter-
in-law, Heather Kuipers.

Important notes:
The Return to In-Person Learning Beginning on Monday, January 17, 2022
As noted earlier this week, the province is allowing schools to return to in-person learning again.
While we have not yet received official communications, that is our intention and focus.
Thank you to those who responded to the survey sent on Monday, Feedback for Moving Forward. A
synopsis of it can be found on page 2 of the WWWblog. (A link to it is in the Screen Shot section of
the Splash! Page.)
We will keep in mind the survey feedback as we put together a plan for returning on Monday. What
we gathered from looking at the survey results and the many comments and suggestions shared,
working together as we have – families, students, and staff – will continue to be important. We will
need to extend grace to one another as many people have consistently done throughout the
Covid-19 pandemic.
We go forward with God’s strength, in faith, taking steps carefully and intentionally keeping in mind
the importance of helping students learn for service in the light of God’s Word.

https://my.stripo.email/cabinet/exportservice/v1/download/template/pdf/484231
https://splash.tdchristian.ca/


A community Edsby message will be sent, likely on Friday afternoon, with notes for next week.
Watch for it!

A Note about the End of First Semester and Final Evaluations
Here is the current plan to be confirmed next week.
Friday, January 21, 2022: Last day of regular classes
Monday, January 24, 2022: Work and Study Day at home
Tuesday, January 25, 2022:
            9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Period 1 Final Evaluations or classes
            12:15 to 2:15 p.m. Period 2 Final Evaluations or classes
Wednesday, January 26, 2022: Work and Study Day at home
Thursday, January 27, 2022:
            9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Period 3 Final Evaluations or classes
            12:15 to 2:15 p.m. Period 4 Final Evaluations or classes
Friday, January 28, 2022 to Wednesday, February 2, 2022: Semester Break (also Grade 11
Mentorship Week)
Thursday, February 3, 2022: First day of second semester

Note: If a school closure occurs on Tuesday, January 25 or Thursday, January, 27, the schedule
will be pushed back a day. However, school will begin on Thursday, February 3 unless a Final
Evaluations Day occurs on Monday, January 31 or later.

A Message about Final Evaluations for Students and their Families

As per Ministry of Education communication with high schools, TDChristian will allow teachers to
change the 30% total that is normally required for final, summative and culminating assignments.
Most teachers have already made significant adjustments.

Furthermore, students please note: Your teachers have worked closely alongside you throughout
the semester. Your teachers know how you have worked throughout the semester, and they have
collected a variety of assessments that demonstrate your learning. As we end our courses with
summative assignments, know that your teachers will be fair and understanding if there are difficult
or unexpected situations. What we ask of you, as students, is to focus your best on learning every
day and trust your teachers. If you have concerns, connect with Mr. Groot.

Upcoming Events:

Thursday, January 13: VirtualWinter Open House @ 6:30 pm. (Details below)
Tuesday, January 18: Presentations Day (format to be determined)
For more upcoming events, go to our school calendar.

School LIfe:                                                                                                     By Joel Dykxhoorn, VP

In grades 5 through 8? High school is just around the corner! You want to find a friendly and safe
school, one full of Christian teachers that care about you inside and outside of the classroom. You
want a school that is bursting with opportunities to learn, connect, and thrive. That’s TDChristian
High School!

TDChristian’s *Virtual* Winter Open House is Thursday, January 13, 2022 at 6:30 pm.  Find out why
you belong here, from the comfort of your own home, by meeting teachers, seeing student work, and
touring our amazing learning spaces via a virtual tour. Due to covid restrictions, this event will be
"live" on Zoom. To RSVP your spot and receive the Zoom link for the event, email VP Joel
Dykxhoorn at admissions@tdchristian.ca.

Praise and Petition:

We are thankful that in person schooling will begin again next week! We pray that our staff
and students will stay healthy and safe and will have a strong finish to the semester.
We give thanks with David and Mirim Kim that their daughter will be born later this week.
We pray that labour and delivery will go well.
Many people in our community have been dealing with colds, flu, and covid. We pray for a
quick and full recovery for all affected.
Praise God for his faithfulness to TDChristian through our supportive community. Over
$164,000 was raised for the school as part of the Year End Appeal. Over 140 people gave.

https://www.tdchristian.ca/calendar
mailto:admissions@tdchristian.ca
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We appreciate your continued prayers, too, as we help students to Learn for service in the
light of God's Word.

Fundraiser:

There are still croquettes left. If you are interested in buying case of 36 precooked beef
croquettes for $50 please contact Marg at the school (marg@tdchristian.ca).

https://www.tdchristian.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/tdchristianhighschool
http://instagram.com/tdchristianhighschool
https://www.youtube.com/user/TDCHWoodbridge
mailto:marg@tdchristian.ca
https://splash.tdchristian.ca/

