Connecting TDChristian with our Supporting Communities
“In our 56th year of Christian Education”

Spring 2019

4

Double Issue
www.tdchristian.ca

Shaped by
TDChristian
Did you know that this is
the 7th edition of this
special issue of @TD? God
continues to bless our school
with so many examples of
good news and exciting
opportunities. Just by
reading this issue and
celebrating along with us,
you are a part of it!
Inside these pages
you’ll learn about many of
our inquisitive students,
encouraging staff, and
accomplished alumni.
We hope you feel the
PASSION, WONDER, & AWE
permeating the stories, all
of them shaped in part by
TDChristian High School.
What’s your story?

The Passion,

Wonder,

		 Awe

and

Continues

-Tim Buwalda, Editor

Phase 2 Shovels Nearing Ground
by William Groot, Principal

Phase 2, an expansion of the school building, includes a new front
entrance and foyer, a presentation space, a lecture hall, a large
learning commons, and a basement maintenance room. Project
20/20 will start in April and should be completed in early 2020.
This exciting step is a leap of faith. By starting to build this
year instead of next, we save an estimated $0.5 million. So far our
community has blessed us with $2.4 million in cash and pledges
(including the donation of a house adjacent to the school); but
the campaign is far from over, as we need to raise $3.5 million.
We continue to reach out to people for their financial support
and will do so throughout the build, and if necessary, beyond.
TDChristian needs your help. As in the past, when everyone steps
up, the community is blessed. Project 20/20 is about shining our light
in the GTA. It is for now and for the future. It is about being faithful
from one generation to the next. Give a little or give a lot, but give.
You can do so via our website (tdchristian.ca/giving), by sending
a cheque to the school office, or by contacting me for an in-home
visit at groot@tdchristian.ca.
Share in the excitement and progress by following the
construction through time-lapse videos found at tdchristian.ca.

PROJECT 20/20

ALUMNA PROFILE
KELSEY VELTMAN (14)
by Tammy Dibbits

This past summer saw
the completion of Phase 1 of
Project 20/20, focusing on the underground
work for Phase 2. Above ground, we improved
our entrance from the road, our parking lot,
and the landscaping (which looks fantastic)!

F

or many, Olympic season means late nights, multiple screens
playing different events simultaneously, regular update
tweets, and donning Canadian gear. For a few, such as athlete
Kelsey Veltman, it requires a lot more time, sweat, and sacrifice.
Her dream has been to represent Canada, to wear the maple leaf
on her chest and see the Canadian flag raised in celebration.
Last summer, Kelsey took a giant step towards realizing this dream by
training with Team Canada women’s volleyball team in British Columbia.
It included seven hours a day training her body and mind, and hours
on the court honing her volleyball skills and mastering strategic tactics.
Starting in Grade 5, through her years at TDChristian, and now
as an Ontario University Athletics All-star for the University of
Western Ontario Mustangs, Kelsey has kept her eye on the goal.
She’s worked hard to balance life, school, and training. “Making
the team is worth all the hard work,” says Veltman. “Number 14
has been mine throughout my volleyball career (including at
TDChristian), so having it in this new chapter was pretty exciting.”
This isn’t the first time Kelsey is playing for Team Canada. She
has also represented Canada in beach volleyball. “I love indoor
volleyball because of all the different tactics used, the different
defence and offence techniques which vary around the world; also,
the lifelong friends I’ve made. I love the beach because of the culture:
it’s very relaxed and self-run, and you have a lot more control.”
Kelsey’s commitment to excellence, love of volleyball, and
powerful, fast arm swing will carry her into a bright future
under the shining maple leaf. Go, Canada!
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STUDENT PROFILE
JACOB HOVING
by Richard Peters
Jacob
Hoving

ALUMNus PROFILE
DYLAN KNIBBE (15)

the often unseen and
overlooked magnitude
of God’s handiwork

by Ben Freeman

Leadership, encouragement, and connection are three words that
characterize Dylan Knibbe’s years at TDChristian. He grew in
Christian leadership via trips to the Dominican Republic, as a
leader in Environmental Block, and as captain of the CrossCountry team. Since he graduated in 2015, his leadership
opportunities have expanded, and he continues to encourage
and connect with an increasing diversity of people.
In university, Dylan was a Residence Adviser at Redeemer
University College; Assistant Director at InterVarsity Pioneer Camp
Ontario; Chair of Church in the Box, a monthly worship service
at Redeemer; and one of the leaders of The Common Ground, a
men’s ministry at Redeemer. I’ve heard first-hand how Redeemer
students have benefited from Dylan’s mentorship and guidance.
And as his former teacher, it was incredible to drop my son off
at Pioneer Camp and be greeted by Dylan in his role as Assistant
Director! My son has connected with Dylan over the past two
summers and is blessed to have him as a Christian role model.
While at camp this summer, Dylan wrote weekly updates
reflecting on leadership and the ways he saw God working.
He continues to write, reflect, and inspire others; I often use
his writing in my classes or homeroom devotions. Follow Dylan
@dylanseeks or read his posts at www.facebook.com/dylanseeks.
Here’s a brief sample of Dylan’s writing, reflecting on 1 Peter
5:1-3: “It’s so easy, in positions of leadership, to get caught up in
a spirit of obligation—to do all that you do just because you feel
like it’s necessary, maybe even good, but not because you want to
please God. But Peter makes it clear that when we have this focus,
we’ve missed the mark; that when we lead and serve, we should
have the diligence of a shepherd because we love God and
want to please Him. May we tend to God’s flock tenderly, not
calculating what we can get out of it, not doing it out of
obligation, but out of a pure desire to serve God and love His
people.”
Dylan will be graduating this May from Redeemer University
College with a double major in Honours Clinical Psychology and
Religion & Theology.

DYLAN KNIBBE

JESSICA TEH with
husband kevin

ALWAYS LEARNING PROFILE
JERRY KLOMPMAKER
by Jerry Klompmaker

Serving…
Top notch brothers
JOEL AND ANDREW
ZONDERVAN

Over the past decade, in some of my courses, I’ve taken students
outside to learn. When I was working in the sciences, we would
look to see what was living in Rainbow Creek beside our school.
We found water striders, trout, minnows, and crayfish, and
enjoyed it thoroughly. One day in 2007, when I was walking by
myself, I was excited to find my first fossil: a pelecypod, a simple
bivalve clamlike creature encased in rock. I brought students
along, and they found things I couldn’t yet identify: trilobites,
cephalopods (squid relatives), intricate gastropods (snails), and
at least three types of coral.
I knew little about fossils, but learned more over time by
reading, as well as through conversations and excursions with
students and my colleague Dave Robinson. I even studied the
ROM’s collection (although some of our fossils that students had
pulled from the creek were better).
Last year, the school purchased and restored some used display
cabinets and we filled them with minerals and fossils. We even
used a diamond bit to prepare a few fossils that students found
on our journeys. While we don’t understand what the earth looked
like when these creatures died and were entombed, and we aren’t
even sure exactly when they lived, the mystery gets us out
exploring and talking about God’s creation right here under our
feet. We get to play in creation, ask questions, and have wonderful
conversations about time, life, and the often unseen and
overlooked magnitude of God’s handiwork.

Serving…
AND Serving…

ALUMNi PROFILES
JOEL (06) AND ANDREW (08)
ZONDERVAN
by Matt Heinbuch

Top Notch Fence & Deck is a Brampton-based outdoor construction
and design company with outstanding reviews. It is owned and
operated by two brothers, Joel and Andrew, who started the
company in the spring of 2010 after gaining experience in the
industry throughout high school and university. While at
TDChristian, the brothers were highly active on sports teams
and each went on March Break service trips to Central America.
When thinking back to some of the experiences that impacted
them, Joel says, “I have fond memories of sports tournaments
with coaches who were knowledgeable and had an interest in
performance, attitude, and scholarly well-being. These experiences
helped me understand that success at all costs is not as important
as morality and team-inclusiveness along the path to success.”
Andrew remembers that “teachers were encouraging and tried
to point me in the right direction. When I was unsure of what
I wanted to study after high school, Alice Vanderkooy said she
thought I would be good at business—and here I am.”
Joel reflects that “Christian education helped me grow on
my path to my career whilst always pointing back to the reason
and fuel for our journey on earth: Jesus Christ. My closest friends
from TDChristian remain some of my closest friends today.” One
TDChristian grad, Jackie (deJong, 08), even became Joel’s wife.
For Andrew, “TDCH helped me establish long-term friends. I see
them much more than university friends, because we all have
somewhat similar backgrounds growing up in Christian homes.
We’ve hired a number of TDChristian alumni; odds are they’re
going to be good character people.”

In Grade 11, Jacob Hoving enrolled in our first-ever SketchPro class.
With his quick wit and quirky sense of humour, he set about learning
the craft of sketch comedy writing, and a few of his pieces made
our final performance. Determined to build on this promising
foundation, Jacob took SketchPro again in Grade 12. “I learned so
much about writing for the stage,” he says. “You have to be surgical
in a sketch; there’s no room for a single unnecessary word.”
This year, back for an extra semester before heading off to
university, Jacob tackled one of the biggest writing projects a
student has ever undertaken at TDChristian: writing a full
adaptation for our mainstage production of “Little Women”. “Our
class read four play versions of Louisa May Alcott’s classic novel
and voted on which one to present in December,” recalls Jacob.
“We were split evenly among the four, until I suggested giving
away my onstage role and spending all my energy writing an
adaptation from the source material.”
I was skeptical. Having done an adaptation of “Les Miserables”
in 2005, I knew what a massive undertaking this was! But Jacob
was clearly stoked at the prospect. How could I say no?
Rehearsals began on Act I before the first draft was even
completed. Jacob made some ridiculous sacrifices to meet
deadlines; more than a few times, new drafts of a scene were
time-stamped 2 or even 3 a.m.!
The play is finished now, after six performances in December
for hundreds of enthusiastic attendees. So, was it worth all of
Jacob’s hard work?
Jacob turns philosophical. “Of course it was. Seriously, how
many high school students get to say they had their play
adaptation on stage in front of a paying audience?!”

STUDENT PROFILE
GRADE 11 SERVICE TRIP
by Sean Van Eerden
“Oh! The good ol’
Hockey game is the
best game you can
name…”
Stompin’ Tom
Connors

TDChristian operates under the mission statement, “learning
for service in the light of God’s word”. The Grade 11 Service Trip
continues the work begun during the Grade 9 Service Trip and the
Grade 10 Beacon Trip by highlighting themes of service, empathy,
resilience, and compassion. With their English and New Testament
classes providing context through research and biblical study,
Grade 11 students put their learning into action, living and
working in downtown Toronto for three days and two nights.
While there, they are exposed to the contrasts of wealth and
poverty, of opulence and desperation, of coldness and kindness
that exist in any human community. Serving at shelters, in
kitchens, and in food, clothing, and furniture banks, the students
are exposed to outposts of beauty and goodness. They are asked
to take a small role at these often humble operations of love, in
the service of people they’d be unlikely to intersect with during
their regular daily experience.

The hope is that by doing so, the students will expand their
understanding of what it means to be a neighbour, learning that
a life lived with empathy and compassion, in fulfilment of God’s
great commandments, is indeed a life worth living.

STAFF PROFILE
JESSICA TEH
by Jessica Teh

When I first stepped into TDChristian earlier this year, I felt excited
to be part of this community: from the interesting layout of the
school to the skilfully designed projects on display, I sensed that
it was a special place. Yet I also had a few reservations. It was a
while since I had been in a high school setting—vastly different
from teaching Grade 2 at my previous school, and my recent
experience living in Southeast Asia. Had those experiences
prepared me enough for this one? But I trusted that if this was the
adventure God was calling me to, he would sustain me and even
help me thrive in this new place.
As I’ve settled into life at TDChristian, I’ve observed some
encouraging aspects of this community—such as the genuine
intent of the teachers to see each student thrive and grow in a
safe and supportive environment. This was vividly displayed in the
planning meetings for the Grade 10 Beacon trip in late September.
The trip’s purpose was to promote student collaboration,
team-building, and empathy through discussions, games, and
activities in a camp setting. All the decisions we thought through
and prayed over had each individual student’s best interest in
mind. I was humbled by this level of personalized care. In my
teaching, I asked myself, am I all about tasks and academic
achievement? Or do I address each student holistically, providing
opportunities for growth and engagement?
As I reflected, I felt nudged by the Spirit to consider how
I might bring more of my background in intercultural studies
and cross-cultural missions into my role at TDChristian, so as to
encourage and empower students to be involved in God’s global
mission. The resulting Global Missions Club has been meeting
every Monday. So far a small but dynamic group has been
partnering with me to learn more about unreached people groups
worldwide, but also about ways to reach out to the neighbours
and individuals right in our own communities.
I am very thankful to be in a school environment where
teachers are encouraged to invest in students so that they may
use their gifts for God’s kingdom. My hope and prayer is that I
can help foster a community that supports each student to live
out the calling God has given them.

student ACtivity
INTRAMURAL ICE HOCKEY (TDCHIHL)
by John Terpstra

Ice hockey continues to cultivate not just excitement around the
school, but also community: the TDCHIHL includes almost 15%
of the student body this year. Its 62 players are organized into
four teams, each comprising staff as well as students of both
genders from Grades 9 to 12. All students are welcome; there are
no try-outs. As a result, hockey skills range from beginner to AAA
Rep levels. Games are played every Friday before and after school,
culminating in a one-day tournament in March. Students (and
teachers!) hate to miss a game—even when school is cancelled
for a snow day.
The eight staff members (classroom teachers, a Vice-Principal,
our tech guys, and the Athletic Director) get involved because
they’re dedicated to their students, but even more because they
love the game. Each team is coached by its staff members and
one Grade 12 member; staff maintain solid direction of the teams
and league, while student leaders develop leadership skills. The
more seasoned Grade 12 students assist with referee and
linesman responsibilities, with regular referees drawn from our
broader supporting community.
We’re blessed to have been relatively free of discipline issues;
students love playing with their friends. You’re more likely to catch
players laughing or helping each other up than to see physical or
verbal altercations. Parents appreciate the great spirit on and off
the ice, and the affordability of the program: the comparatively
low rate of $220 per player covers a fourteen-game season, the
all-day playoff tournament, and a jersey with number and school
logo.
We may not have the most skilful hockey games, but we try
in our small way to transform a game that has become too often
skewed by power, money, and marketing. We skate with grace!
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STUDENT ACTIVITY
ASCENSION

ASCENSION PRAISE TEAM

Spring 2019
STUDENT PROJECT
COMPOUND MODEL
by Vivian Templeton

Jakob BEZuYEN with
compound model

by David Kim

“Let everything that has breath praise the LORD!” This
exhortation is a fitting conclusion to the book of Psalms, and also
the reason why Ascension meets every Thursday after school.
Ascension is the TDChristian praise team made up of students
from Grades 9 to 12 who love music and singing praises to God.
The name Ascension comes from Psalm 24, where it talks about
how those having clean hands and a pure heart are allowed to
ascend the mountain of the LORD.
We may not have a lute or a harp just yet, but we do have
drums, trumpets, piano, and guitars that we use to make a joyous
sound while leading the school community in worship at
assemblies and school concerts.
Ascension is open to any and all students at TDChristian,
regardless of musical ability, as the only requirement is that you
have breath.

ALUMNi PROFILEs
DARLENE RADDER (79) AND
ED SIKKEMA (79)

by William Groot

STAFF PROFILE
DAVID FEDDEMA (11)
by David Feddema

If you asked for a highlight reel of my life so far, it would definitely
include a lot of travelling. Not because I’ve done so much of it,
but because the journeys I’ve been on have been foundational in
my personal and professional growth. From family vacations in
Florida to teaching in England, my travelling has been a result
of Christian education.
During high school at TDChristian, I accompanied my best
friend and his family to a small part of Europe. In Grade 12 I went
with a group to participate in work being done in Belize. Both
experiences sparked an eagerness to find things to see and do
out in the world.
Through Redeemer University College, I flew off to Oxford,
England to study Shakespeare and history. After that I launched
myself on a shotgun-blast tour of Europe with nothing but a
backpack and a train ticket. The challenges and joys of this trip
shaped me significantly as a person.
While studying education in Redeemer’s concurrent program,
I took an opportunity to teach in Honduras. It was a short
excursion but taught me the power of the teacher-student
relationship. Finally, when studying was done, I returned to
England to teach for a year before coming home to Canada.
Now I am back at TDChristian, where later this spring I will lead
a group of students to learn and serve in the Dominican Republic.
All of this was made possible through the care and cooperation
experienced in Christian education. As Christ’s ambassadors, we
grow deeply in humility and wisdom when we travel and interact
with new people. What is God preparing you for? Where will your
schooling take you?

Students taking Grade 12 University Chemistry spent their Project
Day researching and creating a model of a common compound.
Some of the choices were aspartame (sweetener), epinephrine
(used in the EpiPen), warfarin (rat poison, heart medication),
melatonin, DDT (pesticide), and ibuprofen (e.g., Advil).
When molecules are drawn on paper, their actual three-dimensional shapes are not intuitive. It is important to determine the
actual molecular geometry—the 3D arrangement of atoms in a
molecule—since this affects the chemical and physical properties
of the compound. For instance, it affects the melting point, boiling
point, and the types of reactions the compound undergoes.
So on Project Day, after drawing the molecule and determining
the number of bonds and lone electrons, students determined the
bond angles around each “central” atom in the molecule. This
allowed them to predict, and build, an accurate model of their
compound.
In addition, students researched their compound in order to
discover its physical and chemical properties, its practical uses,
and the potential dangers associated with it. They also performed
some calculations related to their compound.
The completed models now join the stunning collection of
molecules suspended from the ceiling in Room 31 of our school.

DAVID FEDDEMA
at work in the
classroom

DARLENE AND ED SIKKEMA

DAVID FEDDEMA

Vic and Mary Reimer

Darlene Radder and Ed Sikkema first met in 1975 at TDCH, but
didn’t “really notice” each other until Grade 10, when they began
dating. Darlene came from Holland Marsh District Christian School
(now King Christian School or KCS) with only a few classmates,
while Ed came with many from John Knox Christian School in
Brampton.
It’s unclear whether it was a History class trip to Fort York or a
Biology class they shared that sparked their relationship. What is
clear is that they’ve shared a lot of history (and biology) together.
They married in 1981 and raised four sons, all TDChristian graduates:
Aaron (00), a West Jet pilot; Ben (02), an entrepreneur in the
construction industry; Bryan (04), a sheet metal worker; and
Ian (06), a plumber. They and their families, which include five
granddaughters and two grandsons, keep Ed and Darlene active
—and on their knees: once a parent, always a parent!
After TDChristian, Ed studied carpentry at George Brown
College and Darlene went to Seneca College for her Early
Childhood Education diploma. Ed worked as a carpenter for three
different companies until he began with Maple Engineering and
Construction in 1984. He still works for that company, now called
Maple Reinders, as Project Manager, Special Project Division.
Darlene has worked for 23 years at KCS, and has the wisdom,
experience, and heart to help nurture and guide the students
who come into her classroom.
Darlene and Ed testify that TDChristian has been a big part of
their lives for almost 44 years. On June 15, 2019, they and their
classmates hope to reunite here to celebrate 40 years since their
graduation. It promises to be a great time of sharing memories,
seeing how the school building has changed, and recounting the
ways God has worked in their lives.

Former STAFF PROFILE
VIC REIMER (90–98)

by Fran Joosse
Carleigh Roos

“	As Christ’s ambassadors, we grow deeply in humility
and wisdom when we travel and interact with new
people. What is God preparing you for? Where will
your schooling take you?”
David Feddema

DAVID BOUHS

In Genesis 2 we read that God created Adam and knew that man
should not be alone. God created a partner for him and, voilà, so
begins the story of humans living in community. These communities are enriched by humans “uniquely and wonderfully made”
(Ps. 139:14) who work together towards a common goal.
Vic Reimer, a math and sciences teacher at TDChristian from
1990 to 1998, is one who does not shy away from living in, and
experiencing, community—whether in Saskatchewan, Kansas (as
a reporter, columnist, and editor), India (as a teacher), or Ontario.
I consider Vic a renaissance man; he calls himself a generalist and
an opportunist—a person who takes opportunities as they arise.
Vic grew up in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, where his family
managed a general store. His diverse interests, from engineering
to medicine to literature, led him to take a wide variety of courses
on the way to earning his M.Sc. in Engineering at the University of
Kansas. He is a “hands-on” man who has been able to bring his

broad education to life through building his own home, working in
theatre, and teaching in India.
Vic and his wife Mary have two grown daughters. Today,
Vic and Mary stay very active by tending to their well-groomed
gardens and hosting many family activities in Fergus, Ontario.
Vic continues to hone his engineering skills by building and
maintaining structures on his property. The two of them contribute
to community life in Fergus through involvement with the
Horticultural Society, book club, and book sales. They are
models of what it means to live in community

ALUMNUS PROFILE
DAVID BOUHS (11)
by Tim Buwalda

David Bouhs is in love. In love with making movies, that is. More
specifically, he’s in love with creating special effects. In fact, when
David was in Communications Technology classes at TDChristian
in 2010–2011, he spent most of his time working on special
effects for his videos. The software to do this was so advanced
and so complicated that he had to figure out almost all of it on his
own, without the help of his perplexed (yet encouraging) teachers.
After graduating, David ended up in Film Studies at York
University. The program was too theoretical for his taste, so he
switched into the Advanced Television and Film program at
Sheridan College. On the strength of his Sheridan special effects
demo reel, he was quickly hired as a compositor for Rocket
Science VFX, a visual effects post-production studio in Toronto,
where he still works today.
David now uses even more complicated software to create
professional visual effects on major Hollywood productions.
Some of his most recent projects were the television shows “Into
the Badlands” and “Killjoys”. He finds it exciting that he never
knows what movie or show might be coming up next. Although
the work he does can be painstakingly slow, and the requirements
very demanding, David loves that he’s part of such an interesting,
dynamic industry, and never tires of seeing his finished creations
on the screen.
On a recent visit, David shared this advice with our
Communications Technology students: “Just keep making movies.
Take advantage of the equipment that’s here (at TDChristian) and
just keep trying. If you have the passion, and you don’t give up,
you can make this a career.”

ALUMNA PROFILE
CARLEIGH ROOS (18)
by Michelle Bauer

For many students, the transition to high school is a difficult one.
They are leaving the comfort of what they have known for the last
ten years or so to enter a place with many unknowns. For Carleigh
Roos, who has been diagnosed with a learning disability and
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, the transition was even
harder. After being formally assessed in Grade 4, Carleigh entered
the Resource program in Grade 5 at her elementary school, John
Knox Christian School in Brampton. There, and through her years
at TDChristian, she slowly learned to balance parental support
with self-advocacy.
This process took time, communication, and understanding
from everyone involved, but ultimately Carleigh learned how
to take responsibility for her learning and develop the tools to
be successful in school—so much so that she graduated from
TDChristian as an Ontario Scholar, and was accepted into the
Canadian Mennonite University’s Outtatown Discipleship
Program this past September.
It was also during her years at TDChristian that Carleigh
discovered a possible career path: to become an Educational
Assistant. She realized her God-given gift for supporting students
with exceptionalities when she worked in our ESL and Learning
Strategies classrooms as a Student Assistant. Her time there
confirmed that she would like to work in a place where she can
lift up those who need it, meet students where they are, and
enfold them into the school community. Starting in the fall of
next year, Carleigh plans to begin her journey to become an
Educational Assistant, thus completing the circle of learning: from
being a student receiving Resource help, to becoming a role model
and leader in a Resource program, Carleigh looks forward to
giving back to those in a position where she once was herself.
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ALUMNi PROFILES
KEVIN RIEDSTRA (09) AND
carlie Dekkema (09)

ALUMNA PROFILE
LENORE JOHNSON (08)
by Kevin Hayward

Lenore Johnson
Kevin and carlie Riedstra

by Dan Buisman

After graduating from TDChristian in 2009, Kevin Riedstra
completed a business degree at Brock University. He now works
for Maple Reinders as their Project Director, a role that has
underscored for him the importance of building relationships.
When asked what he enjoyed most about TDChristian, Kevin said
it was the opportunity to make connections with teachers and
fellow classmates: “You’re able to be yourself and connect with
others who have similar values,” he said.
Kevin now lives in Acton with his wife Carlie (Dekkema) and
their two children, Thomas and Emma. When he and I reminisced
about our time together at TDChristian, we both recalled our
experience travelling to Honduras for a ten-day mission trip.
It was there that Kevin and Carlie became closer.
I asked Kevin if he had any advice for students at TDChristian,
and he replied, “Enjoy your time there, continue to build
relationships, and get involved.” They loved their years at
TDChristian, and credit many of their strongest relationships
and fondest memories to their time spent at TDChristian.
Kevin and Carlie are excited about their class’s upcoming
ten-year reunion, planned for April 6.

Lenore Johnson recently returned to Canada after spending four
years working overseas: two years in London, England, and two
in Waiheke, New Zealand. She credits her time at TDChristian
with helping her “learn how to develop, foster, and sustain
relationships with people who were just like me as well as with
people who were vastly different, in a ‘community culture’”.
Lenore has the following advice for current TDChristian
students: “Embrace whatever your version of creativity is. In high
school, I was adamant that I wasn’t creative; I thought I was
destined for a job in an office, crunching numbers all day. When
I told Mr. Vriend I was going to be an actuary, his response was,
‘You? Sitting in an office all day not dealing with people? I don’t
think you’ll be very good at that.’ At the time, I was devastated,
but little did I know that he was able to see beyond my selfidentification as uncreative. Don’t limit yourself. TDChristian
has cultivated the perfect environment to explore just what
your version of creativity can look like. Embrace it!”
After completing an economics degree at the University of
Waterloo, Lenore went to George Brown College to pursue her
“passion of pastry”. Her passion has taken her to work in five-star
hotels and a Michelin-starred restaurant. She is currently a
professor at Conestoga College in Waterloo, where she teaches
baking; she also spends time running LenJo Bakes, her cake studio.

ALUMNi PROFILE
LUKE VAN SCHEPEN (14) AND
ADAM WIEDEMANN (14)
by Rachael Weening

ALUMNA PROFILE
STACEY KOOY (12)
by Laura Kooy

Stacey Blydorp (Kooy) graduated from TDChristian with the goal
of entering the field of law. Currently in her second year at
Osgoode Law School, she recalls that TDChristian first ignited
a spark for law in her heart when she took Mr. Klompmaker’s
Law class and participated in the International Block program.
After high school, Stacey completed a YWAM program in
Cambodia and Thailand, where she worked alongside
organizations who rescue women out of the sex trade. The
experience heightened Stacey’s passion for law and impressed
her with the importance of advocating for those who don’t have
a voice. She then attended the University of Guelph to study
commerce, pursuing extracurricular activities that continued to
steer her towards the field of law: by her fourth year, she was
president of the Public Management Association and vice
president of the Pre-Law Society.
This past summer, Stacey was given the opportunity to work
at Aird & Berlis, a prestigious Bay Street law firm, where she was
involved in research for their litigation department. On being a
Christian in this industry, Stacey comments that the challenge is
to make sure her minority opinion is heard and understood, while
not being too concerned about whether it offends others. “I have
to manoeuvre around the disagreement, realizing that it’s okay to
have a different opinion, that I need to be open to others’
viewpoints yet still be bold in my faith.”

Nick and Kaitlyn
Radder

LUKE VAN SCHEPEN AND
ADAM WIEDEMANN

Kyle and Erica Van Stryland

Luke Van Schepen and Adam Wiedemann have had an exciting few months. In September they were in Philadelphia for the
National Lacrosse League draft. Both were scooped up early:
Adam by the Georgia Swarm, and Luke by the Rochester Knighthawks. They had plenty of fan support, both at the event (their
parents cheered loudest) and via livestream. The National Lacrosse
League, for the uninitiated, is the NHL of lacrosse—the highest
level of lacrosse there is.
What stands out to Luke and Adam about their years at
TDChristian is the teachers and staff working to make high school
a good experience, taking the time to get to know and connect
with their students. “Teachers care deeply not only for the
material they are teaching but for the students they’re teaching
it to,” says Luke. “The teachers made understanding the
curriculum doable and achievable.” As for advice for current
students and their parents, Adam encourages parents to support
their children as they pursue various options. “It’s okay to not
know what you want to do after high school; go out and experience as many awesome things as you can.” Luke urges students
to “push for what you want in life; don’t settle for anything less.”
An important part of Luke and Adam’s success is the consistent
support they’ve received from their group of high school friends,
referred to as “the boys”. Their friends are the most important
thing from their TDChristian experience. Teachers recall this
particular crew doing a lot together, including intramural hockey,
volleyball, and ultimate frisbee. What made the group special is
that they had room for others in their class, and each had his own
individual world of people, classes, and interests.
In addition, parents Mike and Diana Wiedemann (88) and
Edwin and (current teacher) Judy Van Schepen have been pivotal
in guiding and supporting their sons on this long, entertaining,
and time-consuming journey. About his mom, Luke says, “She
made the drive to school every morning something to look
forward to. She excels at her job and is the most supportive
mom a guy could ask for.”

STAFF PROFILE
KYLE VAN STRYLAND
by David Hagen
Stacey Blydorp (Kooy)

“ After high school, Stacey completed a YWAM program in Cambodia
and Thailand, where she worked alongside organizations who rescue 		
women out of the sex trade. The experience heightened Stacey’s
passion for law and impressed her with the importance of advocating
for those who don’t have a voice.”

ADAM WIEDEMANN at
his draft selection

Kyle Van Stryland is the newest member of the Mathematics
department. He grew up in Ottawa, attending a local Christian
grade school and high school; it was in high school that the seeds
to become a teacher were planted. After graduating from the
University of Ottawa, Kyle moved to Edmonton to complete his
education studies at King’s University, and then taught for six
years at various Christian schools. While on a ski trip in Alberta,
Kyle met his wife Erica, a fellow Ontarian. This past summer, with
their sons Tymen and Finn, they returned to Ontario to be closer
to their families.

While in high school, Kyle was drawn to teaching by a desire to
be part of the growth of young people. It is his prayer that he can
be an instrument of the Lord in helping students grow and learn,
both academically and spiritually.
Along with math, Kyle also teaches history. He can play piano
and pipe organ, and has a passion for the outdoors, whether
camping, hiking, or canoeing. Kyle’s friendly presence has already
been felt at the school, and as I work with him each day I see
how he has his students’ interests at heart in every decision
he makes.

Student PROJECT
MATHEMATICS TIMELINE
by Kyle Van Stryland

The study of mathematics is too often seen as the memorization
and application of rote facts and knowledge, divorced from
reality. But mathematics is not a “stand-alone” discipline; it is a
discipline that governs and improves many areas of our lives.
Being a teacher of both history and math, I especially appreciate
the role that mathematics has played in the past and continues
to play in our present lives.
On a recent Project Day, some of our Grade 9 students had
the opportunity to research famous mathematicians from a wide
range of historical, cultural, and religious backgrounds. Highlights
include: Dorothy Vaughan, one of NASA’s “human computers”;
Al-Khwarizmi, the founder of modern algebra; and Kenneth Appel,
with his Four-Colour Theorem for maps. Although students may
not have understood all of the math involved, they could
appreciate the amazing work that had been done in the past and
marvel at how early some advances had been made.
After creating a report giving the background and
mathematical contributions of the person they had chosen to
study, each student also had the opportunity to present their
findings to the class. Finally, the class developed a timeline that
included all the people they had researched. It’s a neat experience
for students to see how old some of the concepts we study
really are!

ALUMNUS PROFILE
NICK RADDER (10)
by Joni Knibbe

Already at age 10, Nick Radder’s life goal was to become a doctor.
While at TDChristian, he temporarily lost sight of this goal and
didn’t prioritize his education, which resulted in poor grades.
Thinking that a change of scene might help, he attended public
high school for his Grade 11 year, but returned to TDChristian for
Grade 12. He applied to York University for a BSc in psychology
and was initially accepted; however, this acceptance was
eventually withdrawn due to low grades.
After graduating from high school, Nick took two years off
from study. While working at McDonald’s, at golf courses, and as
a camp counsellor, he felt a fresh desire to work in the field of
medicine; it was during camp counsellor training that he realized
he wanted to be a paramedic. Despite suffering from anxiety, he
enrolled in a two-year Pre-Health program at Georgian College,
and in September of 2016 was hired by Toronto Paramedic
Services as a primary care paramedic.
Nick had found the course load at Georgian very demanding,
but learning didn’t stop there. As a paramedic he had to adapt to
shift work and cope with a constant change in partners, as every
crew of two is switched after each twelve-hour shift. Regularly
encountering stressful and disturbing situations on the job, Nick
realized how crucial it was to avoid taking his work home with
him, an essential part of his training at Georgian.
Nick and his wife Kaitlyn married in January, 2018. Shortly
after meeting for the first time, they realized that their fathers had
been classmates at TDChristian! They live in Burlington, where
they participate in the community at Wellspring Church: Nick as a
musician on the worship team, and Kaitlyn as a children’s ministry
director.
Nick believes his strong desire to work in the medical field
played a big part in enabling him to complete his challenging
coursework, and says the perseverance and grit he needed then
is even more indispensable on the job. But the rewards are well
worth it. Also, being away from TDChristian for one year in
Grade 11 gave him a new appreciation for Christian education.
The path he had to follow to get where he is now has been rough
and full of unexpected turns, but Nick loves his work and
highly recommends this career path.
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NEWS
at TD

Alumni
PASTORS VISIT TDCHRISTIAN

On February 26 we held our annual Pastors’ and Youth Leaders’
breakfast. TDChristian’s Personal Counsellor Marianne Deeks
addressed the group, and a student panel shared how we might
better reach and understand teens as they experience and grow
in faith.

IMPROV TEAM WINS GOLD!
Senior Improv team

For the second time in three years, TDChristian’s Senior Improv
team won gold at the 2019 Toronto Regionals. The team will
compete against other top teams from around the country in
the Canadian Improv Games Nationals in Ottawa in April.

SNOWMAGEDDON! SNOWPOCALYPSE!
BLIZZASTER! IT’S SCHOOL AT HOME DAY!

Okay, there may be a bit of “snow-perbole” in that title. But at
the time of this writing, our buses were cancelled and the school
building closed five times this season! (There were even more bad
weather days, but they were between semesters.) Fortunately
our technology allows teachers to post work and lessons online,
on our learning management portal, so students can complete
assignments at home.

News

td

Attention Alumni!

Please keep us posted
regarding reunions,
marriages, births, career
moves, and any other
important milestones. Simply
email alumni@tdchristian.ca.

• Marriages
• David DeRooy (10) &
Brianna Visser (11) were
married on September
29, 2018.
• Taylor Straatsma (11) &
Rhiannon Knibbe (11)
were married on
November 10, 2018.

• Births

INTERNATIONAL TRIPS

During March Break, over 20 students and 6 staff members
participated in three different travel experiences: service trips
to Belize and the Dominican Republic, and a Canadian Battlefields
trip to France, Holland, and Belgium. In April, six International
Block students and teacher David Feddema will join other
students from London Christian High in a six-week learning
and service experience in the Dominican Republic.

SPORTS TEAMS SCORE BIG

In early February, TDChristian’s Senior Girls Tier 1 Volleyball team
won gold in the Ontario Christian Secondary School Athletic
Association’s tournament. In late February, the team was narrowly
defeated in the finals of the York Region Athletic Association’s
A/AA tournament, earning the silver medal. In basketball, both
our Junior Boys and Senior Boys teams ended their seasons with
silver medals in the Tier 3 YRAA finals.

• Sabrina Henry (07)
& Paul McDonald
welcomed Logan James
on October 1, 2018.
• Stephanie Haffenden
(07) & Colin Thompson
welcomed Lauren
Elizabeth Rose on
October 12, 2018.
• Katelyn Kooy (08) and
Jordan Miller welcomed
Isaiah James on
November 9, 2018.
A brother for Arie.

International Block group comprising TDChristian
and London Christian High students

• Stacey Kooy (12) and
Jon Blydorp (08) wel comed Audra Adalee
Jane on November 26, 2018.
• Josh Dykxhoorn (07)
& Erika Straatsma (08)
welcomed Kate Marie
on November 28, 2018.
A sister to Jack.
• Joel Zondervan (06) &
Jackie Dejong (08)
welcomed Madelynn
Kaleah on December 3,
2018. A sister to Koen.
• Caleb Beishuizen (11)
& Krystal Veldhoen (12)
welcomed Lukas Roel
on January 4, 2019.
A brother to Jonathen.
• Rich Weening (10) &
Kiya Schaly welcomed
Leia June on January 24,
2019. A sister to Ava.

• Reunions
• Class of 2009 Ten-Year
Reunion
April 6, 7:00 p.m. RSVP to
scontos@tdchristian.ca
• Class of 1979 Forty-Year
Reunion & Dinner
June 15, 3:00 p.m. Call
Annette Heikamp at 416
997-2197 or Ed Sikkema
at 416 550-0033.

Condolences
It is with sadness that we
report that alumna Laura
Van Vliet (98) passed away
on January 25, 2019. Our
condolences to her parents,
Ed and Betty, and family.

Upcoming Events
Senior Girls Tier 1
Volleyball team

Spring Membership Meeting
April 25, 7:30 p.m.
(same day as Learning
Dialogues)

INTERNATIONAL BLOCK Serves Abroad
International Block 2019 involves six senior students and new teacher David Feddema living, learning, and serving in a developing
country. Former International Block teacher Rachael Weening set up our program using three essential questions: “What?”, “So what?”,
and “Now what?”
Students participate in learning experiences discovering what they are doing and what is happening. They then reflect: so what are
the effects of these experiences on me, on others, and on my relationships to God, neighbour, and creation? Finally, based on their
participation and reflection, they answer the question, “Now what?” in active and practical ways.
This year, TDChristian’s International Block has partnered with London Christian High, “where faith and learning meet life”, and
EduDeo, whose mission is “to advance Christ-centred education for children worldwide”. Originally the international team was
going to travel to Nicaragua, but given the political instability there, they are now going to the Dominican Republic for six weeks.
For students, working alongside Central American Christians while speaking “Spanglish” promises to be a life-shaping experience.
We are confident that Jenna, Kate, Sarah, Steven, Matt, and Isaiah will, in a myriad of new ways, learn more about serving in the light
of God’s word. If you wish to support this project, which relies heavily on donations, please email groot@tdchristian.ca, or better yet,
visit edudeo.com/hands/internationaltdld/.

Grandparents’ Day
May 9, 9:00 a.m.
Notice Book Launch and
Spring Open House
May 16, 6:00 p.m.
TDChristian Spring Concert
May 23, 7:00 p.m.
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