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Moving FORWARD…

While TD started in 1963, 1965-1966 was the first 
school year in the present building.	TDChristian’s	first	
principal,	Aukje	Masselink,	wrote	in	the	yearbook	for	that	
year,	“I	hope	that	this	building	has	been	to	you,	its	first	
graduates,	a	symbol.	A	symbol	of	the	love	of	your	parents,	
who	sacrificed	so	much	in	order	to	give	you	a	Christian	
education,	and	also	a	symbol	of	the	love	of	our	Heavenly	
Father,	who	has	heard	our	prayers	and	has	blessed	
the	work	of	many	hands.”	Fifty	years	later,	after	many	
renovations	and	additions,	the	building	still	serves		
as	a	symbol	of	faithfulness,	love,	and	hope.

On June 28, after years of prayer, discussion, and 
negotiation, the City of Vaughan gave approval to 
sell the fire hall (beside the school) to TDChristian 
High School.	If	all	goes	well,	the	firefighters	will	vacate	
it	in	the	next	two	to	three	years.	In	the	meantime,	we		
will	work	at	developing	plans	for	its	use	as	a	performing	
arts	space.
	 The	fire	hall	opportunity	is	another	exciting	
development	in	the	history	of	our	school.	As	our	various	
chapters	kick	off	their	annual	giving	campaigns	this		
month,	know	that	we	are	continually	grateful	for	the	
partnership	of	thousands	of	TDChristian	community	
members	who	dream	along	with	us,	pray	with	us,		
and	give	their	generous	financial	support.	

…Looking BACK

A yearbook photo of the 1989-1990 student 
body, held up in the same spot 22 years 
later. The new atrium/science wing was 
added onto the school in 2010.

A yearbook photo of the 1989-1990 student 
body, held up in the same spot 22 years 
later. The new atrium/science wing was 
added onto the school in 2010.
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TD FACTOIDS
From the September 5, 
1965 Sunday bulletin of 
Holland Marsh Christian 
Reformed Church:

We invite all our people to the 
opening ceremonies and feast day 
of the Toronto District Christian 
High School on Saturday, 
September 11, in Woodbridge, 
between 10 am and 9 pm. A 
program including ceremonies, 
sports, games, singing, picnicking, 
music, and a wiener roast will be 
enjoyed. We hope and pray for 
fair weather so we may celebrate 
under the open skies. Let us make 
this an unforgettable event. 
Arrangements have also been 
made to entertain the little ones; 
there will be parking facilities; 
food and refreshment can be 
obtained. With a thousand or 
more we hope to join in praise 
and thanks to God. COME WITH 
THE FAMILY.

From a 1963 flyer 
promoting the school:

The high school has already 57 
students. Next year we expect 
about 100.

From a 1965 school 
opening ad in the 
Woodbridge News:

The new school has 8 classrooms, 
office space, gymnasium, 
auditorium seating for 350 
people. There is a science room, 
library, nursing room, and typing 
room, and it was all built for the 
sum of $150,000.

From a story in the 
Globe and Mail, 
September 13, 1965:

This year, 125 students are 
enrolled in Grades 9 to 12. 
Enrolment is expected to be  
250 by 1967.

From a story in  
the Toronto Star, 
September 21, 1965:

Tuition fees range from $100  
to $325, depending on how  
far away the student lives.

From an article in 
Christian Home and 
School, November 1965:

The formal act of dedication 
[included] the unveiling of 
a bronze plaque with this 
inscription: ‘Unless you serve  
God with singleness of heart 
and mind, this school will be  
a place of darkness.’

A unique feature of the new 
school is an outdoor biology 
laboratory, recommended by the 
Ontario Minister of Education; 
it is the second in Ontario.

From the History  
section of www.
tdchristian.ca:

The “Holland Action” 
campaign, concluded in 1964, 
raised $30,000 to help buy a 
beautiful fifteen-acre site in the 
Woodbridge area.

The “Trowel Action ‘64” campaign 
raised $115,000 toward the 
building of the new school.  

Stories for

Years Derek Schuurman (85)

I	attended	TDCH	during	
the	early	1980s,	an	exciting	
time	at	the	dawn	of	the	
personal	computing	era.	
While	I	was	a	student	I	
worked	together	with	
my	math	and	computer	
teacher,	William	Groot,	to	
introduce	the	first	office	
computer	and	network	at	
TDCH.	This	included	writing	
software	to	manage	
student	records	and	
timetables.	I	could	never	
have	imagined	that,	within	
a	decade	or	two,	this	first	
primitive	office	computer	
with	its	daisy-wheel	and	
dot-matrix	printers	would	
give	way	to	a	flood	of	
computers,	tablets,	high-
speed	networks,	and	
wireless	access	points	
throughout	the	school.

FIFTY
FIFTY

	 From	TDCH	I	went	to	the	University	of	Waterloo	to	study	
electrical	engineering.	It	was	at	this	time	I	met	my	wife,	
Carina,	while	visiting	Redeemer	College;	little	did	I	know	
that	Redeemer	would	eventually	play	another	significant	
role	later	in	my	life.	After	finishing	my	degree	I	worked	
for	nine	years	for	two	separate	high-tech	companies	and	
earned	a	masters	degree	along	the	way.
	 I	received	an	excellent	technical	education,	and	upon	
graduation	I	felt	confident	I	could	tackle	whatever	
technical	challenges	would	come	my	way.	However,	it	soon	
became	apparent	that	my	excellent	technical	training	had	
failed	to	provide	me	with	a	meaningful	context	for	my	
work.	More	specifically,	it	was	not	clear	to	me	how	my	
faith	related	to	my	work	with	technology.	I	began	to	read	
and	think	about	this	question,	and	it	persisted	over	the	
following	years.
	 It	was	during	this	time	that	my	wife	and	I	sensed	
the	Lord	was	prodding	me	in	the	direction	of	teaching.	
Eventually,	in	2000,	we	decided	I	should	quit	my	job	and	
return	to	school	to	earn	a	PhD	so	that	I	could	teach.	At	
this	point	I	had	three	small	children,	a	mortgage,	and	no	
clear	idea	how	this	would	all	work	out.	However,	after	we	
made	our	decision	to	return	to	school,	things	began	to	fall	
into	place,	turning	out	much	better	than	we	could	have	
planned.	As	my	studies	neared	completion,	our	fourth	child	
was	born,	and	Redeemer	University	College	decided	to	hire	
a	Computer	Science	professor.	It	was	abundantly	clear	that	
God	was	taking	care	of	us.
	 Teaching	at	Redeemer	gave	me	the	opportunity	to	rub	
shoulders	with	Christian	scholars	who	encouraged	me	to	
continue	to	think	about	what	our	faith	has	to	say	about	
computer	technology.	Probing	this	question	eventually	
led	to	a	book	I	have	been	working	on,	entitled	Shaping a 
Digital World: Faith, Culture, and Computer Technology,	
to	be	published	by	InterVarsity	Press	in	June	2013.
	 I	am	thankful	to	God	that	he	led	me	to	a	Christian	
academic	community	which	builds	on	the	education	I	
received	at	TDCH	—	a	community	that	takes	seriously	
the	question	of	how	faith	informs	learning	in	all	things,	
including	computer	technology.

Derek Schuurman, PhD, TD Class of 1985, is Associate Professor 
of Computer Science and Department Chair of Computer Science, 
Mathematics and Physics at Redeemer University College. He is 
profiled at http://cs.redeemer.ca/derek/ on the college’s website.

Know any past TD students (including yourself) who 
have an interesting story to tell? Ask	them	to	write	300	to	
400	words	of	what’s	happened	to	them	since	high	school.	Or	
let	us	do	the	work:	drop	us	a	line	or	send	an	email	(knibbe@
tdchristian.ca)	so	that	we	can	encourage	them.	Debbie	(Smith)	
Sawczak,	Class	of	‘77,	will	do	a	great	job	of	editing	it.
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Spread the Word:
It’s time to celebrate God’s goodness and pay tribute to the generations of community members and 
supporters who have made TDChristian what it is today. You and your family are warmly invited to 
attend any and all of our 50th Anniversary events. Further details on each event below will appear  
on our website, www.tdchristian.ca. 
              Joanne (Ellens) Knibbe (73), 50th Anniversary Committee Coordinator 
               & William Groot (78), Principal 

Joanne (Ellens) Knibbe
1973

William Groot
1978

YOUR INVITATION

 Alumni Volleyball Tournament – November 17, 2012

 To kick off the 50th Anniversary celebration of TDChristian, make sure to sign up for the Alumni Volleyball tournaments 
(competitive and recreational), to take place on November 17 beginning at 9 am. Registration fee ($160 per team, up to 9 players) 
includes an Alumni Volleyball Tournament t-shirt for each player. Anyone may sign up, but in case of high demand, priority will be 
given to past TD students (not necessarily volleyball players). Come and enjoy enthusiastic participation on the court and relive some 
of your favourite high school sports moments! Proceeds will help fund the trips of the International Block students. 

 “The Sound of Music” – December 13-15, 2012

 Just hearing these words can trigger the memory of familiar songs from this musical. Written and produced for the first time in 
1959, “The Sound of Music” will be presented by our students for your entertainment. Acting, singing, creating costumes and sets, 
TDChristian’s talented group of drama students looks forward to sharing with you this much-loved story of perseverance and love on 
December 13, 14, and 15, 2012. Special reserved seating is available. 

 Alumni Hockey Game: Hockey Night in Woodbridge – February 16, 2013

 Do you live, breathe, and think hockey? Can’t wait to shoulder the duffel bag and lace up the skates? Are the memories of your 
years playing for the TD hockey team as fresh in your mind as if they happened yesterday? Sign up early for an opportunity to 
be among the 20 alumni selected to play in this once-in-a-lifetime event. Alumni will face off against current TD students at the 
Woodbridge Memorial Arena, a building full of the memories of past TDChristian tournaments.

 Spring Concert – April 30, 2013

 In honour of the 50th Anniversary of TDChristian, the Spring Concert will be held at the Richmond Hill Performing Arts Centre on 
April 30, 2013. Tickets will be available through the school’s website. Be sure to reserve a seat and come and celebrate this special 
year in the life of TD. Current students will perform individually, the TD band and choir will raise the roof with their playing and 
singing, and former students will also bless us with their participation. A freewill offering will be taken.

 Grandparents’ Day – May 9, 2013

 Always a popular and well-attended event, Grandparents’ Day honours the people who continue to support our students and our 
school long after their own children have completed their high school careers. Make sure to mark this day on your calendars. Come 
and visit with other grandparents over a cup of coffee and some delectable goodies. Accompany your grandchildren to their classes, 
and spend quality time with them during lunch. We look forward to you joining us to celebrate 50 years of God’s faithfulness. Further 
details to follow.

 Open House, Former Teachers’ Luncheon, and Presentations Day – May 31, 2013

 Plan to attend the TDChristian Open House, Former Teachers’ Luncheon and Presentations Day on Friday, May 31. All former staff 
members are also invited to come by the school on this day and enjoy a special luncheon. Drop in and observe students and teachers 
at work in the classrooms; in many, students will be presenting their work. Come back to TD and reminisce about how you used to 
walk the halls; recall where your locker used to be. Experience what it’s like to BE @ TD in 2013.

 Open House Day and Celebration Reception – June 1, 2013

On Saturday, June 1, 2013, come and visit the classrooms and notice how much the building has changed over the last 50 years. 
Former students will find that whiteboards have replaced chalkboards, computers line the hallways, and Teamboards and projectors are 
used in most rooms. Check out our open-concept library, atrium, and other innovative spaces, and enjoy the student artwork that graces 
the halls. Chat with former classmates and teachers over sumptuous food at a standup reception. The day will conclude with a special 
evening program of celebration accompanied by dessert. 

 Alumni Drama Production – June 21-22, 2013

 Drama at the beginning, drama at the end: to round out this year of celebration, a group of former students is working together  
to produce a special drama presentation. More details to follow.
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TDChristian, please contact  
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TDChristian
377 Woodbridge Avenue
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Tel: 416 410.9834
905 851.1772

Fax: 905 851.1992

www.tdchristian.ca

Email:
info@tdchristian.ca

To reach the TDChristian Board 
board_secretary 
@tdchristian.ca

Alumni 

News 
    td
Attention Alumni!
Please keep us posted 
regarding reunions, 
marriages, births, career 
moves, and any other 
important milestones. 
Simply e-mail alumni@
tdchristian.ca. Don’t worry 
if you’re late in reporting  
– we’re still interested!

• Marriages
•	 Chana (formerly 

Hannah)	Wielinga	(09)	
and	Derek	Penner,		
May	25,	2012,	in	
Winnipeg.

•	 Jeremy Ligterink	(07)	
and	Lauren	Fulton,	
May	5,	2012.

•	 Erin Horlings	(96)	and	
Dale	Campin,	June	2,	
2012.

•	 Teresa Hofstede	(84)	
married	Ed Aukema	
(84)	in	1988.	They	now	
have	two	boys:	David,	
currently	in	Grade	11	
at	TDChristian,	and	
Michael,	age	10,	at	
Orangeville	Christian	
School.	They	have	a	
dairy	farm	in	Shelburne.

• Births
•	 Chris	(95)	and	Amanda	

(Peron,	96)	Zegers	
welcomed	their	fourth	
son,	Joshua	François,	
April	5,	2012.	

•	 Ryan	(00)	and	Alysha	
(Edskes,	05)	VanLoenen	
had	a	baby	girl,	Allison	
Mia	Ralene,	June	1,	
2012.	She	is	their	fourth	
child.	

•	 Charlene	(Visser,	02)	and	
Troy	Storey	were	blessed	
with	their	first	child,	
Hailey	Mackenzie	Storey,	
May	28,	2012.	

•	 Brad	(03)	and	Marissa	
(Straatsma,	03)	Rupke	
had	their	first	child,	
a	baby	boy,	Braydon	
Donald	Edward,	on	
August	7,	2012.

•	 Luke	(99)	and	Sherri	
Meiboom	praise	God	
for	the	arrival	of	their	
second	child,	Kayla	
Katherine,	on		
November	14,	2011.

• In Memoriam
•	 Glenn Van Zeumeren	

(85)	was	called	home	to	
the	Lord	on	November	12,	
2011,	after	complications	
from	a	stem	cell	
transplant.	He	leaves	
behind	his	wife,	Michelle	
(Exelby,	86)	and	his	
children,	Ryan	(10),	
Collette	(12),	and	Sierra.	
Hebrews	12:1.	He	will	
remain	forever	loved	
and	in	our	hearts.	
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EARLY HARVEST:
Every	year	our	students	submit	entries	to	Early	Harvest,	a	city-
wide	arts	contest	for	teens	sponsored	by	the	Vaughan	Public	
Library,	and	every	year	TD	has	winners.	This	year	saw	a	record-
breaking	number	of	wins,	with	nine	students	being	recognized.	
Jenner	Dekkema,	Brenton	Huxtable,	Dean	Dieleman,	Evan	Van	
Zeumeren,	Ryan	Racanelli,	Nelson	Kim,	Rebecca	Idzerda,	Aaron	
Sawczak,	and	Jardana	Buis	picked	up	awards	in	the	Video,	
Photography,	Poetry,	and	Short	Story	categories.	

PHOTOGRAPHY:
A	new	Photography	course	will	introduce	Grade	11	students	
to	the	fundamentals	of	photography.	From	the	relationship	
between	aperture	and	depth	of	field	to	product	shooting	and	
light	painting,	the	students’	exposure	will	be	wide-ranging.	
We’ve	purchased	twelve	Canon	T3s,	tripods,	reflectors,	flash	units,	
strobe	units,	a	light,	and	more.	The	students	are	already	doing	
great	work	and	look	forward	to	producing	more	dazzling	shots.	

EDSBY:
After	a	year	of	serving	as	its	primary	beta-testing	site,	TDChristian	
is	proud	to	be	one	of	the	first	schools	in	the	world	to	use	this	
application.	As	described	on	its	website,	Edsby	is	“a	social	
learning	platform	that	helps	schools	transform	communication.”	
Edsby	allows	teachers	to	post	notes	and	assignments,	students		
to	check	grades	and	discuss	projects,	and	parents	to	see	their		
child’s	progress	and	connect	back	to	teachers.	

THE PULSE:
This	class	takes	project-based	learning	to	a	whole	new	level.	
There’s	just	one	project:	sixteen	Grade	9	students	plan,	shoot,	
edit,	and	produce	The	Pulse,	a	television	news	show	for	and	
about	the	students	of	TDChristian.	The	stakes	are	high,	as	The	
Pulse	is	shot	live-to-tape	and	then	shown	at	assembly	and	posted	
online.	As	students	learn	about	journalism,	visual	storytelling,		
and	television	production,	they	are	pushed	to	move	from		
simply	consuming	culture	to	creating	it.

ENGINEERING BLOCK:
Engineering	Block	is	a	chance	to	combine	classical	Grade	12	
Physics	with	other	physics	concepts	and	explore	them	through	
hands-on	projects.	The	two-credit	course	gives	students	plenty	
of	time	to	tackle	challenging	ideas	and	projects,	thoroughly	
preparing	them	for	the	rigour	of	university	engineering	
programs.	Said	teacher	David	Robinson,	“They	work	in	teams,	
they	overcome	conceptual	and	physical	challenges,	and	along		
the	way	they	have	a	whole	lot	of	fun.”

DOORS OPEN 2012:
On	September	29,	TDChristian	was	once	again	proud	to	be	a	
tour	stop	for	Doors	Open	Vaughan.	More	than	75,000	brochures	
were	distributed	by	the	City	of	Vaughan	inviting	residents	to	
explore	eleven	tour	stops.	At	TD,	visitors	were	greeted	by	Grade	
10	Environmental	Block	students,	who	enthusiastically	led	green	
tours	of	the	school	inside	and	out.

Our New Staff Members:
DAVID KIM
David	Kim	first	came	to	TD	last	year	as	a	student	
teacher	and	fit	in	wonderfully.	This	year	he’s	
teaching	Grade	9	Math,	Grade	9	Learning	
Strategies,	and	Grade	10	Biology.	

David	lives	in	Scarborough	with	his	wife,	Mirim,	
and	two	boys,	Nathanael	and	Timothy.	He	is	

also	a	part-time	youth	pastor	at	Yum	Kwang	Korean	Presbyterian	
Church.

BRAD KOOY
Brad	Kooy	graduated	from	TD	in	2007	and	went	
on	to	both	Summit	Bible	College	and	Redeemer	
University.	He’s	back	at	TD	this	year	as	an	
Educational	Assistant,	helping	with	the	Senior	
Phys	Ed	Class,	various	Grade	9	classes,		
and	coaching	Senior	Boys’	Volleyball.

When	Brad	is	not	at	home	watching	sports,	you’ll	find	him	in		
the	hockey	rink	or	on	the	volleyball	court.

JOEL SJAARDA
After	graduating	from	TD	in	2006,	Joel	Sjaarda	
pursued	his	teaching	qualifications	at	Redeemer	
University	in	a	program	that	included	a	thrilling	
stint	overseas	at	Oxford.	This	year,	Joel	is	
teaching	Grade	9	Geography,	Grade	10	Old	
Testament,	and	Grade	11	English	as	a	Second	
Language.	Joel	is	a	talented	photographer,	

specializing	in	landscapes.	You	can	see	his	work	online	at	
http://500px.com/joel--sjaarda

TDChristian 50th 
Anniversary

September  
2012
to 
June 2013

See	
www.tdchristian.ca	
for	details
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Upcoming Events
2012	

Grade 8 Day:	
Wednesday,	October	31,		
9	am	-	2	pm

Spend the day at 
TDChristian with more 
than 150 other Grade 8 
students! Parents also 
invited.

Dessert Evening 
Open House: 
Tuesday,	November	27,		
7	pm

Meet the teachers, see the 
school, be at TDChristian!

RSVP for either event 
by emailing  
bentum@tdchristian.ca.

Mainstage 
Musical, 
The Sound  
of Music
December	13-15	

The Willingness to Love tells the 
story of the 2011 International Block 
class. Notice celebrates student work 
from the 2011-2012 school year.  
Notice is available for purchase for 
$10 from the school office.




