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Something to Ponder           - W. Groot

I read a compelling article last week which lists things parents/guardians can do to help encourage their children to be 
successful, i.e. become high achieving adults. The research on which the list is based comes from many places.

Science Says the Most Successful Kids Have Parents Who Do These 9 Things
 Don’t tell them they can be anything they want.  Eat dinner as a family.
 Enforce no-screen time.     Work outside the home.
	 Make	them	work.	 	 	 	 	 	 Delay	gratification.
 Read to them.       Encourage them to travel.
 Let them fail.

As a parent, grandparent, teacher and principal, it made me think. For the most part, the list is pretty ‘solid.’

However, I would add two more.

Have them serve. The desire is for our children or our students to be high-achievers has merit, especially when they are 
able to uncover, develop, and use their talents, gifts, and abilities in meaningful ways. It is in serving God and others that 
students, and we, grow in understanding, empathy, and wisdom.

Pray for and with them. A key to parenting and to teaching is being faithful in prayer. I thank God for giving me the op-
portunity to lead, guide, teach, and learn along with my children and students. We must must help them to see God in the 
Bible and Creation.

As	we	fulfill	our	responsibilities,	may	we	work	together:	each	of	us	learning	for	service	in	the	light	of	God’s	Word.

DesMarais, Christina. “Science Says the Most Successful Kids Have Parents Who Do These 9 Things.” POCKET WORTHY, INC., 9 Septem-
ber 2017 (republished in 2019), getpocket.com/explore/item/science-says-the-most-successful-kids-have-parents-who-do-these-9-things.

Project 20/20                      - L. Fernhout

If you’ve visited the school recently, you may have seen our new Project 20/20 signs that highlight the construction site 
and the work that is taking place. Check out the live cams on tdchristian.ca. See the progress! If all went well, the second 
set of walls were lifted into place today so that distinct areas such as the presentation centre are now clearer to see.

See the @TD newsletter, available October 18, for an overview of Project 20/20 from its beginnings to now.

We	continue	to	ask	for	your	prayers	and	financial	support.	TDChristian	values	every	one	of	it’s	community	members	and	
we recognize that this school is your school. We thank God for His constant faithfulness!

We	have	raised	just	over	$2.4M	of	the	$6M	that	is	needed	to	finish	debt-free.	

You are invited to GIVE to Project 20/20. To make a pledge or one-time donation, go to our website tdchristian.ca or con-
tact me to discuss other WAYS TO GIVE. 
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What’s Upcoming?
Admissions 2020-21: Fall Open House on tomorrow, Thursday, Oct. 10: If you know someone who would like to 
know more information about TDChristian or if you would like to learn more about our programs for your child, please 
come to our Fall Open House on Thursday, October 10. It starts with refreshments and delicious desserts at 6:30 
p.m. There will be a short program at 7 p.m. to inform attendees more about who we are, who our students and staff 
are, followed by a tour of the building including classrooms in action. Please bring a friend or tell a friend – we would 
love to have you attend! For more information, please e-mail Patty Schuurman at schuurman@tdchristian.ca.

Picture Retake Day Wednesday, October 16: Students who missed getting their picture taken or those who are 
unhappy with their original pictures should have retakes done next Wednesday, October  16. If you are getting 
retakes, you must bring the originals and present them to the photographer.

Learning Dialogues, Thursday, October 17 (3:30 to 5 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m.): Sign	up	for	the	first	set	of	Learning	
Dialogues (Parent/Guardian-Student-Teacher Interviews) by going to schoolinterviews.ca and type in the event code 
“jb7h6”. Homestay Families must sign up on Oct. 17 for a time slot with with Ms. Meg Cate. We will send a sign up in 
early November for Nov. 19 Learning Dialogues. Attend one or the other, both, or none – it’s up to you! 

New Members’ Meeting on Thursday, October 17 at 7:31 pm in room 10: Are you interested in becoming a 
member at TDChristian High School? To learn more, come to this meeting. We will share some of the school’s 
history since its inception in 1963, take you through TDChristian’s Identity Statement, outline how the school is run 
(governance and bylaws) and give examples of how members help make TDChristian a viable Christian institution. 
During the New Members’ Meeting you will have an opportunity to share your story of learning about TDChristian. At 
the end, you can speak to a board member, ask further questions and/or apply for membership, if desired. For more 
information, click the Membership link on the TDChristian Splash! Page. 

If	you	have	questions,	plan	to	attend,	or	would	like	your	name	kept	on	file	for	the	New	Members’	Meeting	in	March,	
email Board Administrative Assistant, Lynne Elliott, at elliott@tdchristian.ca or sign up as part of Learning Dialogues. 

TDChristian Rummage Sale: Saturday, October 19, 9 am to 1 pm: Mark this day and time on your calendars for 
the fabulous, annual TDChristian Fall Rummage Sale! This fundraiser for the school brings community members 
together at a fun and memorable event. Enjoy our usual attractions of hot and cold lunch items and beverages 
available to purchase, a wide selection of cheese and home baking, farm vegetables, seasonal items, our famous 
“gym full of treasures” and background music played by TDChristian students. Bring your friends and family for a 
wonderful morning of indoor garage saling. For volunteer opportunites for this event - see page 6.

Grade 9 Take Your Kid to Work Day - Wednesday, November 6: All Grade 9 students are expected to participate 
in the “Take Your Kids to Work” program on this day. Students as part of Focus Day 2 will be required to complete a 
number of assignments connected to their work day experience. The required sheets will be explained and handed 
out in Period 2 classes and will be part of the students’ grades.

Please note that while the focus of the day is for students to go to work with a parent, guardian or homestay, students 
may go to the places of work of a relative or family friend, if that works better. Some companies run programs for 
students on that day as well. The sooner students know where they are going, the better, so plan today, if you can.

High School Teen Culture Night - Thursday, November 7 at 7 p.m.: We invite you to come and discuss topics 
such as mental health, anxiety, social media (texting, use of electronics, etc.), faith, substance abuse and health 
along	with	other	items	that	you	and	people	at	your	table	discuss.	We	will	have	a	panel	that	includes	a	police	officer,	
a pastor, past parents, and, hopefully, a psychotherapist and a medical doctor. This is for parents and guardians of 
students from any grade. More details in the next Fridge Door.

Alumni Volleyball Tournament, Saturday, November 9 (between the hours of 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.): If you are 
interested in entering a team, email Colin Hoving (hoving@tdchristian.ca).

TDChristian 2019-20 Mini-Directories Available
The TDChristian mini-directory that includes names, addresses, and phone numbers of TDChristian families will be 
available at the Learning Dialogues on Oct. 17. If you desire a copy earlier than that, please email Marg to let her 
know	who	will	be	picking	it	up	from	her	in	the	office.	              
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Praise & Petition                                                           - E. Dengerink/M. Laswick 
Thanksgiving is a wonderful holiday which gives us pause to think about the multitude of incredible things for 
which to be thankful. Pray that we live with an attitude of gratitude for God’s grace, lavished on us every day. 
Ben Freeman’s father-in-law, Fred Torrie, passed away suddenly on October 1, 2019. He was dearly loved by 
his family and friends and will be sorely missed. Please pray that Karen, Ben, Nathan, and Micah experience the 
Lord’s comfort and love as they adjust to life without their wonderful father and grandfather. 

We pray for the Grade 11/12 French class trip to Quebec this week. We pray for safe travels, that the students will 
grow in their appreciation of French language and culture, and experience a wonderful time of bonding together. 

The Grade 11 Service Trip to downtown Toronto also takes place this week. Please pray that it is a safe, positive, 
learning, and serving experience for our students and that they may be a blessing to others and be blessed by 
them. 

Please pray for the Fall Open House which takes place tomorrow evening – that families may be informed and 
excited about the educational opportunities and wonderful learning community at TDChristian. 

Project 20/20 is a huge undertaking. We are thankful for all the progress that has been made and continue to pray 
for wisdom for the Board and support from the community. 

School Culture         - M. Heinbuch/J. Dykxhoorn

Concussions: Parents, guardians, and students are encouraged to watch the Concussion Management Video 
available on the Splash! Page. If you suspect that your child has a concussion, please take him or her to a doctor 
before sending him or her back to school. There are steps that need to be followed before a student suffering from 
concussion symptoms should return to cognitive activities like reading and writing or even watching TV. There is a 
Concussion Recovery Form outlining recommended steps. If your doctor has a different protocol that he or she iis 
willing to sign-off on, you are welcome to use the doctor’s protocols instead. We need to receive the doctor’s note.

Nut Aware: We are a nut-aware facility. Items (homemade or store bought) that contain nuts or traces of nuts 
should not be brought to school. While we can’t watch what every student brings in the door, we ask that everyone 
please keep in mind that there are students in the school who can have severe/fatal reactions to nuts. While the 
food served at school does not contain nuts or traces of nuts, items brought in by other students may from time 
contain such items. Students with allergies should only consume what they know is safe.

Vaping: Parents are encouraged to talk to their child(ren) about vaping. It is a growing concern across the country 
due to the growing number of teens taking up this addictive habit and in light of the recent increase in vaping 
related respiratory illnesses reported across North America.

Transportation                        - J. Dykxhoorn

First, a reminder to parents and guardians of grade nine students who wish to travel on a different bus: they must 
have a note or emailed permission from a parent or guaridan to do so. Please email Marg and Mr. Dykxhoorn so 
that we can ensure that the bus pass is written and documented.

Recently, some bus drivers have indicated that there are students who are not acting well on the bus. Students 
must respect their drivers and the safety of other students. When a bus driver asks a student to stop a behaviour 
such as standing up, laying down on seats, or making a lot of noise, the behaviour should stop immediately.

Service Trips              - C. Hoving

Grade 10 Beacon Trip: We are thankful for a good trip to Beacon Bible Camp on September 25 and 26. Students 
enjoyed time connecting as a grade and learning about empathy and enfolding others. We are thankful for the 
prayers and support of families, the work of students leaders and teachers, and the hospitality of Beacon staff.

Grade 11 Toronto Service Trip: Yesterday morning, 50 students and seven staff members headed downtown for 
this semester’s Grade 11 Service Trip in connection with their English and Perspective classes. The group will be 
staying at Knox Presbyterian Church and serving at placements such as Scott Mission, Good Shepherd, Evangel 
Hall Mission, The Lighthouse and more. The group also shares meals together at the Real Jerk and New Handi. 
Learning about issues in the city such as homelessness and poverty while serving is usually eye-opening.



4

Mentorship (for Grade 11 students)                                          - S. VanEerden

Grade	11	Mentorship	is	underway.	Students	should	have	completed	the	first	assignment	called	Mentorship	
Possibilities. In this assignment, students were to begin the thinking process of Mentorship with their families. 

The next step is to secure a Mentorship Placement for the week of January 22 to 29. The Mentorship Completion 
Form is due on October 29.

The	final	work,	which	can	be	done	in	tandem	with	securing	a	mentorship	placement,	is	Get-to-Know-Your	Mentor,	
due	on	November	1.	All	forms	are	available	on	the	Splash!	Page	and	in	your	first	period	Edsby	class.

If you have any questions or you are interested in volunteering, please email vaneerden@tdchristian.ca. Students 
who are looking for a mentorship placement, should check the Mentorship group in Edsby to see if any of the 
volunteers match their interests and locations.

Falcons’ Perch        - C. Hoving

Junior Boys Tier 2 Volleyball: Although winless in league play, the boys have shown improvement as they 
continue	to	adjust	to	high	school	volleyball.	The	team	picked	up	their	first	win	at	the	St.	Jean	de	Brebeuf	tournament.	
The team continues league play with games at home on Thursday. The TDChristian tournament is on Friday.

Junior Boys Tier 1 Volleyball:	The	team	dropped	their	first	two	YRAA	games	to	start	the	season.	It	picked	up	
its	first	win	last	Friday	at	the	Hamilton	District	Christian	High	tournament.	The	boys	will	also	participate	in	the	
TDChristian Invitational on Friday.

Senior Boys Volleyball: The boys have had a strong start to their season with  two wins and two losses in YRAA 
Tier 1 division play. The team placed second in both the Jean Augustine SS and TDChristian tournaments.

Junior Girls Basketball: The girls have had a tough start to their season, losing both league games. For many, this 
is	their	first	taste	of	high	school	basketball.	They	will	continue	to	learn	with	a	home	game	on	Thursday.

Senior Girls Basketball: The team has one win and two losses in YRAA play thus far. The girls had a game 
cancelled due to the potential strike and have a league game on Thursday on the road at Woodbridge College.

Intramural Hockey: We are looking to hire referees for intramural hockey games on Friday mornings. If you have 
refereeing experience and can help us out, please contact Mr. Eric Vrieling at evrieling@tdchristian.ca.

Music Notes           - K. Hayward

On Thursday, December 12, at 7 p.m. all TDChristian music groups will be performing at the annual Christmas 
concert. In addition to the Concert and Jazz bands, the choir, and Ascension (TDChristian’s Praise band), there will 
be soloists, carols sung by the audience. The evening ends with tasty treats in the atrium.

Students currently taking Grade 9 music will also perform that night. Dress for the concert is formal/dressy attire: 
black skirts or pants (no leggings, jeggings or yoga pants), black tops, and black shoes. Tops must have sleeves.

Sound checks for students in the Jazz Band and Ascension will occur between 3 and 4:30 p.m. Grade 9 music 
students, concert band and choir students will have their sound checks beginning at around 5 p.m.. A more detailed 
schedule will be posted closer to the date.

Parents, guardians and those responsible for transporting concert band members to rehearsals, please note that 
there will be no rehearsals on Tues.,Oct. 15, Thurs., Oct. 24. Thurs., Nov. 14 or in January.

Please email hayward@tdhristian.ca if you have any questions about the TDChristian music program.

Centre Stage            - R. Peters

Dinner & A Show: Our TDChristian community edition of Dinner & A Show is back! Last year’s trip to see “Come 
From Away” was a blast, so we’re meeting again. This time we’re seeing the Broadway Smash-Hit “Hamilton, The 
Musical!” This event is open to all students, teachers, parents, alumni, and even friends and family of TDChristian.
Tickets are LIMITED so get them TODAY (click on the link, gauss.tdchristian.ca/drama/Hamilton.html, and pay via 
PayPal). The cost includes the show (tickets are not even available to the public yet), and a fabulous dinner at Hot-
house Restaurant Toronto!
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Charlotte’s Web Dinner Theatre & Silent Auction Gala: The TDChristian Home & School Association is seeking 
your help; we are in need of quality items that can be used for our Silent Auction at our upcoming Dinner Theatre 
Gala on Sat., Nov. 30. We will graciously accept sporting/theatre event tickets, housewares, décor items, collecta-
bles,	gift	certificates,	handmade	items,	and	anything	else	that	you	feel	might	be	well	received.	We	will	also	gladly	
accept monetary donations which will be used to purchase items for the silent auction. Donations may be dropped 
off	at	the	school	office	or	pickup	arrangements	can	be	made	by	contacting	Allison	Hendriks	at	hendriksfamily1996@
gmail.com or Linda Pasqualotto at l_pasqualotto@rogers.com 

If someone is interested in becoming a sponsor of the play production, we will be happy to help make that happen 
and will include your ad in the program if you so desire. Please contact Linda at the email address provided above.  

Robotics          - D. Robinson

Robotics club starts Thursday (Oct. 10) after school from 3 to 5 p.m. in room 28. No previous experience in building 
or coding necessary. We will be meeting every Thursday until December, excluding Oct. 24 and Nov 14.

Guidance Corner                         - E. Dengerink

Grade 12 Students are currently meeting with their guidance counsellor with regards to their post-secondary 
plans. Information regarding the Ontario College Information Fair, Scholarships, Open Houses, and school visits to 
TDChristian are available on the Grade 12 Guidance Information Group on Edsby. 

The Christian University Advantage Tour will be held at TDChristian on Monday, October 21 from 9 to 11:30 
a.m..	Grade	12	students	can	sign	up	and	meet	with	specific	university	representatives	from	9:10	to	9:30	a.m.	Grade	
11	students	will	attend	several	workshops	as	well	as	specific	university	sessions	throughout	the	rest	of	the	morning.	

Are you a girl in grade nine who likes mathematics? University of Toronto Scarborough, Department of Math-
ematics and Computer Science outreach offers a one-day conference for 100 grade 9 girls on Saturday, November 
23, 2019 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Check mimgig.com/ for more information and to register on or before Thurs., Oct. 17. 

SHAD: SHAD Canada is a STEAM and entrepreneurship program for students in grade 10 and 11. Shad Canada’s 
program attracts students with high aptitudes for risk taking, curiosity, excellence and resilience, and prepares them 
to take on social and economic challenges. The month-long program (July 2020) includes a real-world design chal-
lenge that asks students to work on issues such as food security, water management and waste.  

The selection process is competitive, taking into consideration both academic results and extra-curricular participa-
tion. SHAD is looking for students who are well-rounded, emerging leaders who demonstrate initiative, creativity 
and	entrepreneurial	flair.	They	are	leaders	in	their	schools,	volunteers	in	their	communities,	and	are	often	gifted	
musicians, artists and athletes. The deadline is November 18, 2019. Check www.shad.ca for more information.  

ACTFIVE: Applications for this exciting gap year program hosted in a home in Hamilton, overseen by Redeemer 
University	College	and	five	Christian	high	schools	(including	TDChristian),	are	now	open.	See	actfive.ca.	To	read	
about	how	the	first	month	ever	for	this	exciting	program,	go	to	redeemer.ca/act-five/.	TDChristian	grads	from	2019,	
Robyn Postma and Rianna Ho are two of this year’s students.

Library Shelf                           - J Knibbe

Online Information Resource: Encyclopedia Britannica Online is accessible to all students and parents. Go to the 
TDChristian Splash! Page and click on “Encyclopedia Britannica”. The user name and password are available by 
contacting the librarian at knibbe@tdchristian.ca. You can then access thousands of articles, pictures and videos. 
Be sure to check out this reliable resource.

National Geographic magazines from the 1980s to the present are available for anyone who wants them. They 
have been sorted and boxed according to year published. If you wish to pick some or all of them up, please send 
an email to knibbe@tdchristian.ca to arrange a pick-up time. These copies will be available until the end of October.
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Volunteer Opportunities
Do you need hours? Do you enjoy socializing? Do you have a serving heart? Then the Hospitality Team needs 
you! The Hospitality Team is looking for new members for 2019/2020 year. We are a team that serves coffee and 
snacks at different events at TDChristian. Please contact Melinda Hay at melinda411@me.com. Thank you in 
advance for your consideration.

Volunteer Opportunities: Fall Rummage Sale
#1. The Annual Fall Rummage Sale needs Soup makers and Bakers!

• Receive 2 Volunteer hours for 5L of Soup or a well presented Specialty Dessert (that you can eat with a fork).
• Receive 1.5 Volunteer hours for loaves, cupcakes, brownies (2 loaves, or 2 dozen cupcakes etc.) and other 

HOME baked goods (NO NUTS). Store bought items will not be accepted

These items MUST be CLEARLY LABELLED with your First and Last name, name of the item and must also be 
packed and ready to sell.  NO containers will be returned to you. 

#2. We are also looking for 1 volunteer needed for 2 volunteer hours on the morning of Friday, October 18 from 8 
to  9:30 a.m. to sign in soups and/or baked goods being dropped off by students or parents in the kitchen.  

Please email: kevdebmaas@yahoo.ca for items above.

#3. We still need volunteers before and during the Fall Rummage Sale:

     Friday October 18 (5:00p.m. till done) – 4+ volunteers needed
     Saturday October 19 (8:30 till done) – 5+ volunteers needed for rummage area, kitchen servers and cleanup.

If you would like to volunteer to help on Friday, October 18 and/or Saturday, October 19, 2019 with the set up and/
or during the sale, please contact Winsome Alawi at shellyj88@hotmail.com .

#4. Committee members needed for the future: The TDChristian Parent Association is looking for new members 
for its Rummage Sale Committee. The Fall Rummage Sale is an annual fundraiser for the school. It is a great way 
to earn your 25 hours of required parent volunteer time. Committee members meet before the sale in preparation, 
help set up before the sale, work the day of the sale and attend a meeting to wrap things up.

We are looking for several NEW members who would shadow one of us this Fall. We are still looking for ONE 
SPECIFIC person to take over running the Fall Rummage Sale in 2020. This person would preferable be able to 
do the following:

• Able to manage/direct rummage area (Gym)
• Negotiate with customers
• Coordinate Truck pickup
• End of sale clean up
• Some Rummage sale experience may be necessary.

If you would like to join the committee that runs the Rummage Sale, please contact Sylvia Geerlinks at 
dsgeerlinks@rogers.com or Yolande Vroom at td_mom@icloud.com . Volunteer hours for the year are guaranteed!
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How to Donate Items for the TDChristian Rummage Sale
Doing a fall cleanup? Do you have too much clutter? Enjoy more space and feel good about supporting our 
beloved school.

We welcome your donations of items to the rummage sale: gently used clothes and accessories, household 
and garden items, potted plants, sports equipment, books, tools, toys, small appliances and furniture, DVDs, 
CDs, decor, arts and crafts, unused gift items, jewelry, china and glassware, Halloween and Christmas items, 
stationery. Please DO NOT include any of the following: items over 50lbs, large appliances or furniture items, 
computers or baby items such as cribs or car seats due to the complicated nature of safety standards. 

Donations may be dropped off at the school during the day on Friday, October 18 or, if you prefer, contact one of 
our members and arrange to drop items off at the following DROP OFF locations:

Brampton and surrounding area  Sylvia Geerlinks  email DSGeerlinks@rogers.com
Bradford and surrounding area  Yolanda Vroom  email TD_mom@icloud.com
King Township     Catherine Khani email Catherinekhani@yahoo.ca
North York, Toronto & Etobicoke  Claudine Van Dijk email Claudinevs@yahoo.ca

TDChristian Thrift Store Support – We NEED You!
Paul	Haffenden,	a	former	parent	who	is	working	on	setting	up	a	thrift	store	in	the	fire	hall	building	is	getting	to	the	
stage he needs volunteers to work on the Thrift Store project with him.

Most  urgently, he desires two or three people who are willing to be active on the board and development of the 
project. He has one person already involved but would like more.

In addition, he is looking for two people who would be interested in assisting with leadership of operations.

If you would like to know more or know of someone in the TDChristian community who may be interested, please 
email Paul at p.haffenden@rogers.com or William Groot at groot@tdchristian.ca.

Finally, keep tuned to emails and Edsby messages for ways you might be able to support the project during a 
volunteer clean up day later in October.

Toronto Right to Life Youth Conference
Toronto Right to Life has invited TDChristian to their upcoming pro-life youth conference, called Human Rights 
for	All!	It	is	a	non-profit	charitable	organization,	supported	by	ShareLife	and	the	Archdiocese	of	Toronto	whose	
mission is to make abortion unthinkable in Toronto and the GTA through education.

The annual youth conference is a great opportunity for students to learn the pro-life position on abortion from 
a science and human rights perspective, to be inspired by testimonies of women and men who overcame a 
crisis pregnancy and the effects of abortion, and to learn how to effectively defend pre-born human rights. The 
conference is happening on Friday, November 29, 2019 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at St. Edward the Confessor Parish 
and is free of charge. Lunch will be provided. To register, please go to www.trtl.ca/events/.
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L IVE IN BOLTON!

LAUGH YOUR WAY TO A 
BETTER RELATIONSHIP!
Unlike many traditional marriage/relationship seminars that tend to be 
overly serious, technical and emotionally taxing, Laugh Your Way: A 
Couples’ Comedy Event is different because it helps couples deal with 
tough issues in a way that is fun and non-threatening.  Through the 
event, couples will laugh, learn and be able to make real positive 
changes to their marriage.

CLICK HERE TO CHECK OUT MARK'S VIDEOS AT 
MARKGUNGOR.COM

THURSDAY, NOV. 7, 2019  •  7PM–9PM
at CAESARS BANQUET CENTRE

8841 George Bolton Parkway, Bolton, ON

Only
$  

   
25 PP

Includes Dessert 
and Coffee

ENQUIRIES & TICKETS:    
Call 416.605.0622 or 

teresaveentra@rogers.com  

Presented by
LifePoint Community Church



9


RSVP TO 

MANDATORY
FAMILY

MEETING


RSVP TO 

MANDATORY
FAMILY

MEETING

PARIS, THE RIVIERA 
AND ROME

S P R I N G  2 0 2 0

Are you in grade 11 or 12? If you said “yes”, you qualify to 
join us for this wonderful cultural experience during the 
March Break 2020 with EFTours.

Contact Mr. Terpstra or Ms. Cate for more details.

Enrolat eftours.ca/enroll
Tour number 2167451PSTORONTO 

T D C H R I S T I A N  I S  G O I N G  TO

The price
goes up at the
beginning of 

October!!


