
www.tdchristian.ca

In this Issue

Why & Why Now?  1

Project 20/20  2-3

Your Help 4

Connecting TDChristian with our Supporting Communities Fall Issue, October 2017 

“In our 55th year of Christian Education”

www.tdchristian.ca

20/20 

WHY  & WHY Now?  

 More and better quiet places for independent 
study. These help students develop habits that allow 
them to work confidently on their own, with or  
without technology. 

 A greater presence in the Woodbridge  
community. TDChristian must be a witness in its 
community. Our building is tucked away from the 
road; too often newcomers say, “I didn’t even know 
you were here!” The new entrance will enhance our 
profile so more people, including local Christians,  
will know about our school—potentially increasing 
enrolment.

 Finally, this dynamic new addition will  
increase TDChristian’s flexibility for ongoing 
developments in education. The presentation 
space, especially, will give students an  
excellent venue to present and celebrate  
their work with others, as well as  
opportunities for church and community  
groups to do the same. 

Now, turn the page to catch the  
vision and excitement that is  
Project 20/20!

”“
by William Groot, Principal

Eight years ago, Project 2010 brought  
TDChristian a stunning new atrium,  
library space, science classrooms, and 
more. Today we don’t know how we ever 
did without it. This is the thrill of Project 
20/20: enhanced learning opportunities 
to offer our students, new spaces to  
welcome the community into our  
building, and future benefits not yet 
imagined.

So why now? Here are four pressing  
needs that Project 20/20 will address:

More dedicated spaces for project-based 
learning. These help us produce graduates able to 
work and collaborate on complex problems. Currently 
there aren’t enough spaces for students to work on 
large, interesting, long-term projects. With more  
diverse project learning areas, students won’t be  
“on top of each other” while developing the skills 
they need to nimbly serve God and neighbour. 

Specific spaces for diverse types and sizes  
of presentations. More and different places for  
students to present their learning will help to  
further develop crucial 21st-century skills such as  
oral communication, initiative, information analysis, 
and adaptability.

“Project 20/20…will help to further develop crucial 
21st-century skills such as oral communication,  
initiative, information analysis, and adaptability.”

will know about our school—potentially increasing 

increase TDChristian’s flexibility for ongoing 
developments in education. The presentation 
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What should a school look like in 2017?  
Ten years from now? Twenty? Dr. David 
Thornburg is a respected educational  
futurist who has noted that too many  
classrooms look eerily similar to ones  
hundreds of years ago, with students lined 
up in rows and an instructor at the front.  
His argument is that physical spaces with 
poor, outdated, or inflexible design get  
in the way of reaching today’s students  
effectively.  

From Caves to Mountaintops!
 Through our previous expansions at  
TDChristian we have created more effective 
and varied classrooms and learning spaces; 
Project 20/20 continues in that vein, giving 
today’s and tomorrow’s students more  
and better places to grow and develop  
as Christian learners. 
 As we plan for the future of TDChristian, 
here are five kinds of space we hope to  
expand across our school: Caves, Campfires, 
Sandpits, Town Squares, and Mountaintops. Sandpits, Town Squares, and Mountaintops. 

Room  Primary 
# Use       

1 Choir & Band
4 Drama
10 Multipurpose meeting  
 room
11 English
12 English
13 History & Philosophy
14 English
15 Bible
16 Environmental Block
17 Art
18 Shop
20 Internship Block
21 French
22 Communications  
 Technology
23 Math
24 Resource
25 Math
26 Business
27 History
28 Physics
29 ESL
30 English & Photography
31 Chemistry
32 General Sciences
33 Biology

 A few notes  
of interest:

a) Our grounds and  
community garden are 
looked after by our  
Green Industries and

 E-Block classes.
b) The main office will be 

improved as part of  
Project 20/20.

c) Room 2 is currently being 
rented out as office space 
to a church that meets  
in our building.

d) In the past few years  
we have made many  
improvements to the  
building (e.g. building  
the drama “black box”, 
redoing the gym floor,  
enhancing the kitchen, 
updating classrooms, 
improving the shop,  
adding guidance offices, 
and installing a new  
white, environmentally-
friendly roof).



Caves
These are quiet and self-contained 
places for students to reflect, 
think, or ponder. More significantly, 
students can focus on getting 
work done. 

Examples: individuals in study 
carrels or enclosed chairs in a 
WiFi-free zone 

Campfires
In these settings, students  
exchange ideas and share stories 
so that the group can build on 
the collected thoughts. It’s a 
great place for collaboration and 
connection that can lead to a 
stronger direction or better focus.

Examples: a group brain-
storming ways to advertise 
a product or solve a complex 
problem

Sandpits
Here students play, prototype, 
and experiment without worrying 
about mess, water, or damaging 
surfaces.

Examples: testing a bridge 
design to see if it can support 
the weight of a toy car, or 
building a maquette

Town Squares
These are larger, open spaces or 
places for students (and others) 
to gather together to exchange 
ideas, share work, and cross-
pollinate. 

Examples: students manning 
booths in a business fair 
or displaying science, art, or 
photography projects

Mountaintops
These places allow students  
to celebrate and share their  
learning ‘one to many’ through 
presentations—to ‘sing it  
from the mountaintop’.

Examples: students  
showing their class or grade  
a summary of their  
Independent Study Unit or 
a group sharing its learning 
about rollercoasters with  
visitors at an Open House

You can see from the following diagrams where we currently have these spaces in our building, and where we hope to add more as part of Project 20/20.

Cross-section Side View

Project  
20/20

“…giving today’s and tomorrow’s students more and  
better places to grow and develop as Christian learners.”



Alumni 

News  
    tdAttention Alumni!
Please keep us posted 
regarding reunions, 
marriages, births, career 
moves, and any other 
important milestones. 
Simply email alumni@
tdchristian.ca. Don’t worry 
if you’re late in reporting  
– we’re still interested!

• Births
 
•	 Tyler Goodison (98) & 

Lydia Stewart welcomed 
twins Lavinia and Walter 
on February 20, 2016. 
A brother and sister to 
Marshall and Violet.

 
•	 Adrienne Goodison (05) 

& Adam Hahn welcomed 
daughter Amelia on 
August 25, 2016

 
•	 Caleb Vandenberg (07) 

& Chelsea Hiemstra (07) 
welcomed Abigail Liefke 
on February 21, 2016

 
•	 Emily Giancola (08) & 

Matt Litlow welcomed 
Leopold Giovanni on  
July 28, 2017

 
•	 Kiana Tari (10) & David 

Michon welcomed Olivia 
Grace on August 23, 2017

• Marriages
•	 Taryn Geerlinks (12) & 

Tyler Sampson, June 2, 
2017

 
•	 Annie Ratcliffe (10) and 

Ben Stabler, June 3, 2017
 
•	 Marcel Vanderkloet (03) 

and Jennifer Stillman, 
July 1, 2017

 
•	 Carl Roeleveld (11) and 

Caitlin Horlings (10), 
August 5, 2017

 
•	 Sally Miedema (10) and 

Dave Hislop, August 19, 
2017

@tdchristian
Editor: Tim Buwalda

Email: 
Buwalda@tdchristian.ca

For further information on 
TDChristian, please contact  
the school.

TDChristian
377 Woodbridge Avenue

Woodbridge, Ontario L4L 2V7

Tel: 1 855.663.6632
905 851.1772

Fax: 905 851.1992

www.tdchristian.ca

Email:
info@tdchristian.ca

To reach the TDChristian Board 
board_secretary 
@tdchristian.ca

Upcoming
Events 

Fall Open House   
 October 12,  
 7:00 pm-9:00 pm 

Fall Rummage Sale  
& Cafe 
 October 21,  
 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

Alumni Volleyball 
Tournament
 November 11 

Grade 7&8 Day at 
TDChristian       
 November 16 

School Play: 2000 Candles
 November 30, December 1

2000 Candles Dinner 
Theatre & Silent Auction
 December 2

We APPRECIATE Your Help 

by William Groot

We thank our great God for enabling TDChristian to engage students in learning 
for service in the light of his word. The school strives to equip youth with the  
skills and tools needed to be active and faithful Christians in this world. Our last 
major building campaign began nine years ago in 2008; it’s time to do it again 
with the same energy and drive. 

At the outset of Project 2010, then principal Ren Siebenga reminded us of  
the familiar axiom “Work and pray”—and affirmed this working, praying  
community as one that also pays when needed. When called on to give to Project 
20/20, please give as the Lord has blessed you. Do it, if not for your children,  
then perhaps for your grandchildren or just for the common good. 

TDChristian has almost 5000 alumni, all over the world and from all people 
groups. Over the past 50+ years our graduates have served as entrepreneurs, 
doctors, dentists, homemakers, landscapers, roofers, accountants, administrative 
assistants, musicians, missionaries, ministers, mechanics, and more. They are  
grandparents and parents, married and single. 

The good news is that giving to Project 20/20 has been generous: so far we’ve 
received over $800,000. In addition, a donor has expanded the school’s property 
by donating over $550,000 to buy an adjacent property. However, about  
$3.4 million is still needed. For some, $10,000 is a little; for others, $100 is a lot.  
We encourage you to give a little, and a lot.

Your local TDChristian Chapter representatives 
may be contacting you soon as part of their Fall 
Campaign and on behalf of Project 20/20.  

We appreciate your continuing support.
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Invite someone new to our  
                Fall Open House

Find out more about why you belong here.

 TDChristian is proud  
 to host the OFSAA All  
Ontario Boys’ A Volleyball 
Championships this  
November 22-25, 2017. 
Alumni and greater 
TDChristian community, 
watch our website for 
updates on how you can 
be involved in the fun!

Project




