
November 28, 2009 

Dedication and
Official Opening

From Blueprint to Reality

Project2010 Delivers
Enhanced Science 
and Media Facilities
TDChristian celebrates with thanksgiving 
as our latest building chapter is completed

Project 2010 

Grand
Opening 
Making the
TDChristian
Student Experience 
Even Better
by Sophie Vandenberg

ver the past five 
decades, thousands 

of young people have
passed through the halls of
TDChristian. As new cohorts
of students have arrived and
graduated over the years,
the school has also grown
and developed. TD’s latest
expansion, Project 2010,
embodies an intentionality
about the sort of school 
we want to be for today’s
generation of teens. Designed
from the ground up with
input from teachers, students,
and community, the result is
a state-of-the-art, innovative
space that’s in line with the
latest pedagogical thinking.
“What makes our new wing
exciting is that it was totally
planned around educational
ideas,” said principal Ren
Siebenga. 

We’re thrilled that Project
2010 is finally open. Come
join us for a look inside. 

O

Principal
Ren Siebenga



Open, innovative, and in line
with the latest pedagogy
In addition to providing TDChristian with a new
science wing, Project 2010 offers enhancements 
to virtually every area of the school’s curriculum.

ot only does the expansion provide the students 
of TDChristian with state-of-the-art biology, 

chemistry, and physics labs, it also gives classes in
English and environmental science some bright new
space for learning. An expanded music room, an
enhanced art room, updated classrooms, new student
spaces, more computer stations, a new media centre/
library, and a stronger connection with the beautiful
valley and woods behind the school are also part of
Project 2010. And from the use of recycled rainwater 
in the washrooms to the durable polished concrete
floors, environmental considerations were woven 
into the building’s design, reflecting our role as 
caretakers of creation.

We’re excited by the possibilities Project 2010 
provides. Listen to what our staff, students, and 
community have to say.

“While art can happen
anywhere, it is more 
easily encouraged in
warm, spacious, and

energizing surroundings.
The expanded and
remodelled music

facilities at TD give 
our students a place

in which to grow,
create, and bloom.”

Kevin Hayward
Music Teacher

“A library should be an
open, welcoming place.

In that sense, our 
new library jives with 

the philosophy of
TDChristian. TD’s 

open-access library is in
the heart of the school.
Whether students need
a book or a computer,

this multi-purpose space
can accommodate groups

or those who need a
quiet spot to study. It’s
bright, spacious, and
more accessible than
it’s ever been. And it
gives us a bit more

elbow room.
I just love it.”

Joanne Booy
TDChristian Librarian
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“Project 2010 sets us 
up for the future,

particularly in the area 
of science. It opens 
the door to a host 

of possibilities for what
we can be as a school

and gives us wonderful
space in which to be 

creative.”

Lynne Elliot
Parent 

“We are so blessed to be
working in new, well-
equipped science labs.
The spacious rooms are
adaptable to different

learning strategies 
and styles. Students 
have ample room for
experimentation and 
scientific discovery.

We have lots of natural
light, and the energy-

efficient lighting 
demonstrates 
environmental 

stewardship in action.”

Vivian Templeton
Science Teacher “Finally TD has completed

a project that’s been on
its books for many years.

It  has renewed the
school’s science space,
and has done so with 

a wonderfully creative,
open-concept design.
In line with our call to 

be stewards of the 
environment, green

thinking was intentionally
incorporated into the

project. That was also an
important piece in this
innovative expansion.”

John Meiboom 
Board Chair 

“The expanded art room
gives students space to
make creative choices

about where they work
and why. They can face

each other as they work
and dialogue about their

progress as artists in 
a studio/community 

setting.

We just installed a 
printing press. The new

ventilation system allows
for both printmaking 

and encaustic painting
processes, enabling 
us to explore these 

historical and 
contemporary forms 
of expression. I have
been a printmaker 

for 20 years and am
excited that I can now
share the process with

my students.”

June Tenyenhuis
Art Teacher

“The feeling of openness
in the new addition 
is fantastic. I feel it;

I can see the students
feel it. I love how the 
windows connect us 
to the outdoors. The 

real world is very
close by; in English,
that relationship is

important for 
developing writers.
It feels like a place 

of possibilities.”

Phil Vriend 
English Teacher 
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*With the addition
of a new sprinkler

system, Project 2010
improvements also

provided fire protection
in existing classrooms

adjacent to the expansion.
This in turn opened up

spaces through the
elimination of some

hallway fire doors.
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“The Environmental Block room looks amazing!
It has project cubbyholes for each of us 
to keep our work in as well as different 
cupboards to hold our supplies for class 

projects and weekly jobs. Our weekly jobs
include school-wide recycling and compost,

hazardous materials diversion, one-sided paper,
bird feeders and species research, and indoor
plant and tree care. With a bigger room, the

space is much better organized and more 
useful for us to work on all our different 

projects, though this fall we’ve spent a lot 
of time outside as well; E-Block is all over 
the school property and in the local parks 
and creeks. The course is about what you 
learn in the classroom and its application 

in the outside world.”

Kaitlin Mason  
Environmental Block Student

“The new environmental 
science space provides 

plenty of room for student
projects, an opportunity to
observe nature in action

through our big windows,
and storage to allow for

increased waste diversion.
Each student takes 

ownership for a different
part of the room and 

program. The environmental
science place is an 

ever-changing space to
explore God’s world and 

our impact on it.”

Ben Freeman  
Environmental Science Teacher

“The old library was sealed off in a classroom with a
door, whereas the new library is a lot more accessible.

It’s almost like it’s a part of the hallway–you can 
wander in and out, and people hang out there.

The expansion gives us a lot more room. It’s easier 
to get around the building now, and there are

spots to sit and hang out with friends all 
over the place.”

Peter Vellekoop
Student



1964

Trowel Action
Created to launch Toronto District Christian High School’s 
original fundraising campaign of $150,000, used to purchase 
the school’s original 15-acre Woodbridge property and
build an 8-classroom facility.

1966

Original Crest
Created in conjunction with the school’s first year of
operation in Woodbridge. Note the Latin inscription,
“Omnia in luce Christi videamus”. (Design: Willem Hart)

1988

Revised Symbol
School’s original Latin motto translated to English,

“Let us see all things in the Light of Christ”.

1996-97

Seeds of Hope Campaign
Reinforced a new commitment to the school by the Board

and supporting communities. The Campaign focused on
the elimination of an $850,000 operating deficit.

 

1996

New Vision, Growth, and Stability
Finance and Development renewal work begins in earnest with the hiring

of a Director of Finance and Development, Jennie Das. 

2008

Project 2010 Begins
The TDChristian community is
challenged to further enhance its
science and art faculties through 
new and updated facilities. Close 
to $2,500,000 is pledged during a 
12-month campaign. Facilities are 
to be expanded by 20% to achieve 
a new building area of almost   
75,000 sq. ft. 

2000 - 2003

Project 2000 - 20/20 Vision
TDChristian completes a major 17,050 square foot addition

which creates a superb new commons room for greater
student involvement in music and drama. School is wired
for student Internet access and new technology learning

opportunities. Additional classrooms, fitness facilities
and administration support areas are also included.

2004

Changing Demographics
Responding to a rapidly changing postmodern secular society,
TDChristian initiates name and brand simplification for clearer

student/parent/supporter marketing and Internet presence.
“Christian” title becomes stronger and more intentional.

1994

Leadership Change, Goals Renewed
New curriculum initiatives and academic/staff direction are instituted through the

hiring of Principal Ren Siebenga. Stakeholders come together to envision a new future.
Reflective of additional positive change, clear direction, and a re-energized school,
TDCH launches a new logo. Retaining the original green and yellow of TDCH’s first

symbol, the new mark simplifies “Toronto District Christian High School” to “TDCH”
with the ‘C’ of “Christian”highlighted through colour and shape. School’s motto 

is changed to “Educating Teens for Service in the Light of God’s Word”.

2009

Project 2010 
Addition Opens
Dedication of enhanced facilities 
is celebrated with thanksgiving 
on November 28, 2009.  
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The Changing Face of TDChristian

@tdchristian
Editor: Sophie Vandenberg 

E-mail: 
editor@tdchristian.ca

For further information on
TDChristian, please contact
the school.

TDChristian 
377 Woodbridge Avenue 

Woodbridge, Ontario  L4L 2V7

Tel: 416 410.9834
905 851.1772

Fax: 905 851.9992

www.tdchristian.ca

E-mail: info@tdchristian.ca

www.tdchristian.ca
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A Tornado’s 
Near-miss:
TDChristian Spared 
by Tim Buwalda, 
Communications Coordinator

On August 20, 2009 a tornado
ripped through the Vaughan
neighbourhood surrounding
TDChristian. The city declared
a state of emergency with
damage to 600 homes, 200 
of them described as “beyond
repair”. While destruction 
in the neighbourhood was
extensive, amazingly, damage
to the school was relatively
light.  

Aerial footage from a TV
news helicopter taken the
next day clearly showed the
path of the storm, with a trail
of roofless homes, uprooted
trees, and major debris ending
just at the school’s doorstep.
“When you looked down the
street from our school, you got
a sense of how devastating
this storm was. While we 
are grateful that our school
escaped the brunt of the 
damage, we feel for our
neighbourhood. This is going
to take a lot of time and
effort to rebuild,” said
TDChristian principal Ren
Siebenga. 

Though the school incurred
$40,000 in damage, the
expansion under construction
was not affected and no one
was hurt. “It could have been
a lot worse,” said Siebenga.
The school did sustain major
tree damage: dozens of mature
trees lost branches or were
knocked over. TDChristian 
is grateful for the leadership 
of the City of Vaughan, 
who came to the rescue and
arranged for a cleanup.

Tornado damage around the 
school property included the 
following (see map):

X1 two houses with roofs torn off, trees 
uprooted, and debris on property

X2 huge section of house roof found 
in Rainbow Creek

X3 area of worst tree damage and 
uprooting; most damaged trees have 
now been pruned and/or removed 
(approximate end of tornado 
touchdown) 

X4 soccer field covered with extensive 
debris including shingles, glass,
wood, tree limbs, etc.

X5 puncture wounds to schoolÕs west 
exterior wall from flying 2x4s

X6 flying debris, including 2x4s and 
2x8s, lands on school’s roof; damage 
to air conditioning control box

X7 adjacent houses sustain roof and 
window damage

X8 window damaged on parked car

X9 additional roof damage on 
neighbouring properties. Tornado 
damage essentially ends at this 
point.
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Our Property
Land Acquisitions
1964
A fifteen-acre site is 
purchased in
Woodbridge.

2003
TDChristian buys a 
vacant, landlocked piece
of property adjacent to
the school.

2004
TDChristian purchases 
a second piece of land,
adjacent to the 2003
acquisition. Together 
the two new parcels are
used to accommodate
the growing need for 
parking.




