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Nota Bene

						

- William Groot

Connections are crucial! They are what many of us – students, staff, and parents/guardians – miss most during remote
schooling.
As we complete Quad 2, TDChristian is looking at various ways for students and teachers to connect at the start of Quad 3.
Effectively enfolding students into their new classes is very helpful in engaging them in learning. Last week’s survey, “How
is TDChristian Doing?” (completed by 62 families) shows that while remote learning is going well, with an average score
of 1.98 (1 is “doing okay”, 2 is “doing well”, and the maximum score of 3 is “doing very well”), it pales in comparison to the
average score of 2.44 for in-person learning from Sept. to Dec.
I am grateful for the TDChristian staff who are working diligently with students. Classes begin daily with announcements,
attendance, and devotions. Grade Advisory group students say that teachers are connecting well and that devotions are
appreciated. The smallest drop was “Spiritual” from 1.84/3 (in-school) to 1.64/3 (remote). We move forward in faith.
Thank you, too, parents, guardians and homestay parents, for your communication and work on the home front. Please connect with teachers via Edsby or email so that we might best support our students; if helpful, request to connect by phone.
Whether in-school or remotely, learning will remain our focus as we uphold our students and as God, our Rock, upholds us.

What’s Upcoming?
1. Winter Open House & Celebration of Learning is tomorrow, Thurs., Jan. 21 at 6:30 p.m. (Zoom)
2. Quad 2 ends on Thurs., Jan. 28.
3. Quad 2 Curbside Book and Supplies Drop off and Some Pick up for Quad 3 is on Fri., Jan. 29 from 8 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. An Edsby message with more details will be sent early next week.
4. Quad 3 begins on Tues., Feb. 2.
5. Grade 12 Course Selections (for students currently in Grade 11): Thurs., Feb. 11 at 7 p.m. (Zoom)
6. Grade 11 Course Selections (for students currently in Grade 10): Thurs., Feb. 18 at 7 p.m. (Zoom)
7. Grade 10 Course Selections (for students currently in Grade 9): Thurs., Feb. 25 at 7 p.m. (Zoom)

Winter Open House & Celebration of Learning (Admissions)

- P. Schuurman

We would love to have you join us as we celebrate learning in Quad 2. Find out more about the school, listen to student
presentations in courses such as English, Math, Photography and STEM, take a virtual tour of the building, and engage
in an interview with a Grade 9 parent as she shares her experiences. Interested in attending this livestream event
TOMORROW, Thurs., Jan. 21? RSVP by emailing schuurman@tdchristian.ca. You will be sent a Zoom link. For the best
experience, ensure that you have the latest version of Zoom on your computer or mobile device.
Check in as early as 6:30 p.m. A slideshow of TDChristian student work begins at 6:45 p.m. Be sure to pass the word
along and enjoy this dynamic event from your own home!
We are accepting applications now for the 2021-22 school year. If you have a child in grades 8 to 11 (or know
someone who does) and you wish to begin the application process, go to www.tdchristian.ca/studentadmissions.
If you have any further questions, please email me at schuurman@tdchristian.ca.
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Praise & Petition

			

- E. Dengerink/M. Laswick

Please pray for our students and staff as Quad 2 wraps up next week. May the ending be positive and demonstrate
growth in learning!
Quad 3 brings a fresh start for students and teachers alike. We welcome our new students. Please pray that they
may soon feel at home among us. Some of international students have moved to Canada recently. We pray that they
will adjust well to their new homes. We look forward to meeting them in person at school soon!
Please pray for our students who are remote learning from Nigeria, China, Hong Kong, Viet Nam, and Korea.
TDChristian is pleased to introduce Andrew
Peterkin (far left), a registered Psychotherapist to
the Guidance team. He is a graduate of Tyndale
Seminary (MDiv. Clinical Counselling).
He will join Marianne Deeks in offering individual
therapy sessions to students who need mental
health support or assistance in dealing with
personal, family, or societal issues.
Students can be self-referred, referred by a
parent, guardian, homestay parent, teacher, or
friend.
Contact Mrs. Dengerink via Edsby to set up a
Zoom session with Mr. Peterkin or Ms. Deeks.

The end of Quad 2 signals a time of change for
Ms. Jessica Teh (far right) and Ms. Laura Kooy.
Ms. Teh and her husband, Kevin, have been
preparing and planning to move to Japan as
missionaries for a number of years. God has
blessed us with Ms. Teh’s passion and talent for
teaching and connecting with students for an
extra year and a half. Thank you! Please pray
that they may be able to travel safely to Japan
soon and be blessed in this new endeavour.
Ms. Kooy returned to teach in Quads 1 and 2
after a parental leave. The Lord willing, she will
begin another leave soon. We thank God for her
work! Please pray that all may go well for her,
husband Brad, and son Hudson as they welcome
a new addition in a few weeks.

Transportation				

			

- J. Dykxhoorn

Hopefully students are enjoying their new, very short, commute times to and from school. Currently, the only traffic
to watch out for is increased internet traffic. In all seriousness, please continue to pray for our bus drivers who are
anxious to get back to their jobs.
In the interim, you are encouraged to review the instructions on the Bus Tracker Info page, found under the
Transportation tab on the TDChristian Splash! Page if you have yet not done so. See splash.tdchristian.ca/.

From the Finance Office								

- M. Rosie

Donation tax receipts for 2020 will be mailed by the end of January 2021. Receipts for parents and guardians will be
mailed by the end of February 2021.
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School Culture								

- J. Dykxhoorn

The number one concern for most families and students, presently, is the loss of social interactions due to the
ongoing lockdown. Here are opportunities we are offering to encourage meaningful student connections:
1. As noted previously, Mr. Andrew Peterkin is now available (along with Ms. Deeks) for personal counselling.
Christian counsellors provide support and help during challenging times. Contact Mrs. Dengerink to book an
appointment with either counsellor. Check out the last two assemblies on the TDCHWoodbridge YouTube
channel to hear from Mr. Peterkin and to view his spoken word devotional.
2. Starting today, Mr. Dykxhoorn will be offering Wednesday afternoons Games Club. Students from all grades,
will have a chance to meet on Zoom and play classic games such as Scattergories, Settlers of Catan, and
Sequence. Details will be in the Edsby daily announcements. Students should check the announcements for
other clubs that are running. Have an idea? Send me an Edsby message.
3. Save the Following Dates:
a) On Tuesday, February 16, TDChristian will be hosting its first ever “Virtual Trivia Night.” Mark your calendars
for this community event. Sign up as a family team, with a group of friends, a cohort, or a homeroom. More
details and an RSVP will follow. Right now: SAVE the DATE! Note: There will be parent/guardian volunteer
hours opportunities for those who can assist with this event; stay tuned for details!
b) Thursday, March 4 is the school Talent Night. It will be an online experience this year, where we can
celebrate the wide-array of gifts and talents with which God has blessed our students. More details to follow
for how you can view and participate in this year’s show.

Board Matters

- Nancy Fernhout, TDChristian Board Treasurer

In my transitioning onto the Board, including as the new Treasurer, I have reflected on the impact of Project
20/20, especially the wonderful, upgraded facilities! We have been able to fundraise a substantial portion of the
construction costs – what a great blessing. Nonetheless, we must continue to pursue funding from donors.
The Board also recognizes the need for funds for COVID-19 costs and for tuition assistance through our Bursary
Fund for families experiencing financial strains in these difficult times. We encourage you to assess your own
circumstances and give as you are able so that as many as possible can continue to experience the exceptional
Christian education that TDChristian provides.
If you are unable to give at this time, please reach out to family members or friends who may be able to donate.
They can use tdchristian.ca/giving. As per Hebrews 13:16, “And do not forget to do good and to share with others,
for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” Every gift helps.

The Learning Commons								

- M. Jaworski

The final week of Quadmester 2 is next week. All students with an IEP or a Learning Profile are reminded to connect
with their teachers to arrange for any accommodations they require to be successful. Do so sooner rather than later.
Students are encouraged to take advantage of the Learning Commons Zoom support drop-in hours (every school
day from 9 to 11 a.m.) and Virtual Homework Club (Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1:45 to 3:15 p.m.). Zoom invites
are provided in the daily Edsby announcements. We wish you all the best. Finish this quadmester strong!

Music Notes

							

- K. Hayward

While we await changes that will allow us to be more musically active at TDChristian, students are urged to consider
sharing their talents in upcoming assemblies. Send an Edsby message to Mr. Dykxhoorn if you or someone you
know is willing to contribute.
Talent Night is Thurs., March 4. It will be online. We would love students to start planning their contributions.
Connect with others or practice pieces. Look for more information in the daily announcements.
For students who help lead worship at school or church, Calvin University is offering a LIVESTREAM session
designed specifically for high school students as part of the 2021 Online Calvin Symposium on Worship. This event
will take place TOMORROW, Thurs., Jan. 21 at 8 pm EST. Registration is free. Those interested should contact
Mr. Hayward or Mr. Kim ASAP.
Mr. Hayward can be reached via e-mail at hayward@tdchristian.ca.
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Grade 11 Mentorship

							

- S. Van Eerden

Mentorship will continue to be part of Grade 11 English and Perspectives classes in Quads 3 and 4. Find out more
about this excellent program on our Splash! Page.

Falcon’s Perch 									

- C. Hoving

With a cold front on the horizon it is going to be harder to motivate ourselves to get outside, even for a walk; but, it
will make a world of difference. It is easy to get bogged down in front of our screens and have the days get away
from us but we need to move!
It doesn’t have to be long, and it doesn’t have to be complicated. Use the breaks and the newly extended lunch to
move your body. Step away from the screen, do 20 sit ups or push ups, or walk around your house or block.
Set reminders and be intentional with giving yourself a break. Your body and mind will thank you and your work will
improve – you will be more alert!

Guidance Corner								

- E. Dengerink

COURSE SELECTION EVENINGS
Guidance will be hosting Zoom Meetings to assist students with Course Selections for the 2021-22 school year.
Parents, guardians, and homestay parents are encouraged to attend, if they wish, with their children.
We will review the Course Selection process using myBlueprint, post-secondary requirements and options to keep in
mind when selecting courses, and hear from teachers and/or students about specific courses.
GRADE 12 (for this year’s Grade 11 students): Thurs. Feb. 11 at 7 p.m.
GRADE 11 (for this year’s Grade 10 students): Thurs., Feb. 18 at 7 p.m.
GRADE 10 (for this year’s Grade 9 students): Thurs., Feb. 25 at 7 p.m.
If you or your children would like to attend a meeting, send an email to marg@tdchristian.ca indicating which
meeting you plan to attend. She will respond with a Zoom link. Parents or guardians can earn one volunteer hour for
attending.
GRADE 12 STUDENTS need to read the postings on the Grade 12 Guidance Group. Important information
regarding next steps and scholarships has recently been posted. There are three new Scholarships available
through myBlueprint! Students should read the latest “The Scholarship Report” for scholarship possibilities – paying
special attention to eligibility requirements so they can take advantage of as many opportunities as possible.
An important note for students with diagnosed learning disabilities. Get in touch with the student services department
in the community college or university to which you are applying to inform them of your IEP. There are also transition
programs during the summer to help students prepare for university and/or community college. Students are trained
in technology, learn how to set up accommodations with their special needs office and learn how to navigate the
campus experience. Take advantage of this opportunity to get a positive head start on the school year. Check the
website of the college or university to which you are applying for further details.
ACT FIVE: Grade 12 (or recently graduated) students interested in a gap year program for next year should look at
Redeemer’s gap year program. Four TDChristian graduates have attended this exciting program that combines faith
development, community, adventure, career mentorship, and university courses.
ACT FIVE helps prepare students for what’s next and where God may be calling them. Go to actfive.redeemer.ca
for more information. Apply at apply.redeemer.ca/apply/. The first 25 students who complete an application receive
a free ACT FIVE t-shirt! Students who have questions about the program should contact ACT FIVE admissions
counsellor, Sarah Bittel at sbittel@redeemer.ca. This program was established through the work of Redeemer
University and five Christian high schools including TDChristian, which remains a supporter of this unique program.
MARCH BREAK OPPORTUNITY
Learn about Engineering, design, presentation skills, entrepreneurship, and more at Engineering Innovation
March Break Virtual Program from March 15 to 18, 2021 for students in Grades 9 to 12. It involves 35 hours
of live program delivery and costs $395.00. For more information go to esu.queensu.ca/programs/marchbreak/.
Engineering Innovation is a partnership program between Queen’s Engineering Connections, the Dunin-Deshpande
Innovation Centre and the Enrichment Studies Unit.
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SUMMER IDEAS
Explore! Live the Canadian experience! Students in Grades 11 or 12 should consider taking Explore. This five-week
intensive immersion program is adapted to all skill levels. It is an opportunity to travel, learn and practise French while
discovering a new culture. The $2,800 bursary (available to all applicants) pays for most of the cost. Students can
also apply to Languages at Work, which provides opportunities to work in your host community following the Explore
program. To find out more, students can go to myexplore.ca and languagesatwork.ca/en.
Youth Explore is a three week intensive immersion program for youth aged 13 to 15. The $2,000 bursary pays
for most of the cost. Students work at improving thier French, meeting new people, and exploring Canada! More
information can be found at myexplore.ca.
It’s time to consider finding a summer volunteer or paid job. Check out your favourite summer camp for details or
your city’s recreation website. There are lots of jobs in day camps, overnight camps, and at your local pool. Interviews
and hiring often begins in February.
Camp Shalom needs staff for their summer camp program! Positions include counsellors, kitchen staff, maintenance
staff, and lifeguards. Check ontariochristiancamp.ca/get-involved/apply-for-staff/ for more information. Now is the time
to apply. Interviews start in the middle of February.
InterVarsity Pioneer Camp is also looking for staff. Check pioneercampontario.ca/ for opportunities to volunteer or
for a paid position.

Centre Stage

									

- R. Peters

The Canadian Improv Games season charges on ahead! Even in a COVID year, we will be competing in this National
Competition. This year we will field a Junior and Senior team again... but must decide whether to compete online (via
Zoom or a Google platform) or in person (video-taped, distanced, and with masks). Please pray for discernment for
the team and coach as the decision for which method we will employ must be made by March 1 and will dictate our
competition stream. Players are STOKED for our first formal Canadian Improv Games practice online next Monday,
when we get to do an hour long workshop with the National Director, Spencer Dunn!

Library Shelf								

- J. Knibbe

TDChristian Library: Students are asked to respond promptly to Edsby messages about books that are due. They
may ask for them to be renewed or they may drop them off at the Curbside Drop off and Pick up on Fri., Jan. 29 (between Quads 2 and 3). An Edsby message about Jan. 29 will be sent early next week.
Outstanding Textbooks: Please return all textbooks next week Fri., Jan. 29 so that we can provide Quad 3 classes
with their required books.

TDChristian Archives

- J. Knibbe

Photos and Videos: Anyone who has photos or videos of past TDChristian events is encouraged to send them our
way. We would be happy to scan and return them.
@TD Newsletter: We love to keep in contact with all of our alumni and send them the @TDChristian quarterlies! We
encourage you to send us your email address via alumni@tdchristian.ca.
Everything else: If, while reorganizing and cleaning up you come across anything from TDChristian including Newsletters, play programs, graduation programs, posters, school clothing, that we could add to the archives, email me at
knibbe@tdchristian.ca.

Volunteer Opportunities									
A parent volunteer is needed to pick up about 180 metal chairs and some steel doors from the school and bring it to
Metalogics, 70 North Queen St., a recycling centre in Mississauga. You will need a pickup truck and/or trailer for this
job. If you are interested, please email Mr. Rod Dengerink at rdengerink@tdchristian.ca.
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