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Nota Bene		

										- W. Groot

November is a very busy month at TDChristian. With everything going on, it’s essential that we keep our focus before us:
learning for service in the light of God’s Word. As we teach, we must remain fixed on the goals of enfolding students into
the community so that they may be engaged in learning and be empowered to serve and honour God and others.
Two words that we have been emphasizing are respect (in grade 9) and empathy (in grade 10). Respect requires us to
have proper regard for other people and for things. It requires us to consider others. This leads to empathy: the ability to
understand and put oneself in another’s position. When these are practiced, better learning can take place because we
are open to one another and are in a better place to serve God and others. At TDChristian, as we help grow and develop
minds of our students through project, presentations, assignments and tests, we must also nurture and tend to the hearts
of our students. We do this together with families and our community.

Project 20/20

					

- L. Fernhout, Campaign Fundraising Manager

The latest edition of the @TD newsletter has been mailed out and is available on our website. It provides an overview of
Project 20/20 from its beginnings to the present. Be sure to check it out!
The Date Palm Tree which will be situated in the Atrium is our TREEometer and should arrive soon. It’s exciting!
The TDChristian commuity has raised $2,428,255 for Project 20/20. The following gifts (see chart) are still needed to
reach $6 million and to complete the Project debt free. We are asking everyone in our TDChristian community to determine their place on this chart. What are you willing to and financially able to contribute?
Gift Amount
Number

1,000
160

5,000
64

10,000
32

25,000
16

50,000
8

100,000
5

250,000
2

500,000
2

If you are thinking about donating to Project 20/20, but you are unsure, not totally convinced, or you just have questions,
please send me an email at fernhout@tdchristian.ca
Give us the opportunity to interact with you about Project 20/20. We value your input! Our desire is for you to be part of
learning for service in the light of God’s Word – and part of that is Project 20/20!

What’s Upcoming?
High School Teen Culture Night – Thursday, November 7 at 7 p.m.: We invite you to discuss topics such as
mental health, anxiety, social media (e.g. texting, use of electronics), safety, faith, substance abuse and health. We
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will discuss questions and issues at round tables and then consult with a panel that includes a police officer, a pastor,
and a doctor. This is for parents and guardians of students of any grade. Earn 2.5 volunteer hours for attending.
Alumni Volleyball Tournament, Saturday, November 9 (9 a.m. to 5 p.m.): Come on out! Cheer and support your
favourite team, or come and enjoy the atmosphere. It’s a great day to catch up with former classmates!
Grade 7 & 8 Day, Thursday, November 14 (9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.): We are eight days away from our annual Grade 7
& 8 Day, our biggest open house event of the year! Grade 7 & 8 students and their parents or guardians are invited
to a day of discovery at TDChristian. Is there someone you can invite? Please RSVP to schuurman@tdchristian.ca.
Parent/Teacher/Student Learning Dialogues & Fall Membership Meeting: Tuesday, November 19: Sign up for
Learning Dialogues by going to schoolinterviews.ca and use the event code: jndke. Meet with teachers and then
attend the Fall Membership Meeting at 7:30 pm. See the special Photographic Exhibition that is part of Mr. Sjaarda’s
Masters of Photography requirements and learn about STEM learning. Hear the Project 20/20 update, learn from
the Board about the school’s finances, honour employees Tim Buwalda, Evelyn Dengerink, Bryan Smit and Judy
VanSchepen for their years of service at TDChristian, and provide feedback on questions about “chapters” at your
table. Everyone is welcome! Families can earn 2.5 volunteer hours for attending the Membership Meeting.
Charlotte’s Web, Thursday and Friday, November 28 and 29 at 7 p.m.: Buy tickets at the door for this year’s
mainstage play put on by this year’s Show Period class. It is for people of all ages.
Dinner Theatre and Silent Auction: Charlotte’s Web, Saturday, November 30 (5:30 p.m.): This is a wonderfully
fun and entertaining event. On Saturday, November 30 enjoy a delicious dinner with delectable desserts, bid on silent
auction items, and take in an intimate performance of Charlotte’s Web, all while supporting the school. Tickets are
$100 per person; over half of the tickets are sold! Don’t wait. Email playtickets@tdchristian.ca today! Feel free to
forward this message to help spread the word. Take out your friends or meet new ones.

Praise & Petition

- E. Dengerink/M. Laswick

As we approach Remembrance Day, we are reminded of the courage and sacrifices made and being made by
Canadian soldiers during times of war as well as in peace keeping missions. May God grant us the ability to be
agents of peace wherever we are called to be.
Midterm report cards were published yesterday. They provide important feedback and information about students’
progress. As a result, some students feel anxious or stressed while others are encouraged or proud of their work.
Please pray for students as they endeavour to continue to learn for service in the light of God’s word.
International students face many challenges as they adjust to life in a new country. Please pray that they may be
enfolded into a loving, inclusive learning community especially when they feel lonely, alone or homesick.
Calum Chisholm’s dad, Derek, passed away last week after a lengthy illness. The celebration of his life took place
on Saturday, November 2. Please pray for Calum and his mom, Sung Ja, the extended family, and friends as they
mourn the loss of a wonderful husband, father, brother, and friend.
Gus Stefan’s grandmother passed away on Monday night. She had been having some health issues but her death
was unexpected. Please pray for the family as they travel to Nebraska for the memorial service.
We praise God for the good news that an arrangement written by Mr. Hayward, our music, choir and band teacher,
will be featured by the brass section of the New York Philharmonic Orchestra at their upcoming Holiday Brass
concert. Mr. Hayward is currently working at creating a new arrangement of the work for the occasion.

School Culture								

- M. Heinbuch/J. Dykxhoorn

Please take note of the announcement for the High School Teen Culture Night this Thursday at 7 p.m. It will be
a night of sharing at roundtables and then learning from panelists who will address questions that arise from the
discussions.
We have had some great assemblies lately. We celebrated and learned about exciting ways our students are
being equipped and empowered for service in the light of God’s word. Our students who went on the Grade
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11/12 French trip shared their experiences and the importance of embracing different cultures through travel. A
photography trip with Mr Sjaarda and two students, Adrian Straatsma and Jacob Lea, allowed students to marvel
at God’s creation. We were also led in worship by Ascension.
Assemblies provide us opportunities to enfold and empower students which is why cell phones have been banned
from them. We want students who are “honing their rough talents” to be free of the concern of being recorded. We
appreciate the willingness of staff and students to respect our assembly space in that way.
Speaking of cell phones, beginning November 4, the province of Ontario has implemented legislation that states
that cell phones are not permitted in classrooms unless they are being used for educational purposes. Teachers
have been operating under these parameters for some time so this is not news for our students. It is important to
recognize that if cell phones in classrooms are an issue or if certain students are having a difficult time managing
their cell phones, teachers have the legal right to confiscate the cell phone for an appropriate amount of time.
This is usually for the duration of class but there may be situations where a longer length of time is needed for a
student to be separated from their phone. A goal at TDChristian is to teach responsible and appropriate uses of
cell phones especially in class and assemblies. If you have questions, please contact one of us.

Transportation

					

		

- J. Dykxhoorn

The cold bite in the air means that winter is coming, and with that, snow. We will once again use an automated call
service to let families know when there are delays or cancellations to our buses. On mornings that you are unsure
or you fear you may have been missed by our call system, please double check on the school web site (www.
tdchristian.ca) or in your Edsby messages where we will also provide updates. If you are a Freedom Mobile user,
you still WILL NOT receive text messages. If you haven’t done so already, please notify your bus rep of this so that
we can add you to a “Call Only” list. Thanks you for your patience and cooperation as we move into winter bus
season. The first day each semester that weather cancels school is a true SNOW DAY for which no work will be
assigned. For all days after that teachers will post assignments in Edsby for each of their classes so that learning
may continue.

Grade 9 Take Our Kids to Work Day
Today, Grade 9 students took part in the province-wide Take Our Kid to Work Day program. Students received a
package from their Period 2 teachers that requires them to complete a number of assignments connected to their
work day experiences. Completed packages and pictures/videos are due in the office by Friday.

Mentorship (for Grade 11 students)

- S. VanEerden

The due dates for the first semester Mentorship Program have now passed. We understand that completing
Mentorship assignments can sometimes be challenging as it can be a difficult process that is often not possible to
control or predict. Students who are still working to complete their work on the Mentorship Approval Form or the
Get-To-Know Your Mentor assignment should hand in these assignments to their first period teacher once they are
done. They should speak to Mr. Van Eerden if they are going to handed in later than Fri., Nov. 8.

Falcons’ Perch								

- C. Hoving

Junior Boys Tier 2 Volleyball: The boys finished off their season last week as they wrapped up league play.
Although winless in YRAA league play, the team had a great year of learning and development as they adjusted to
high school volleyball. Thank you to Mrs. Dengerink and parent, Mr. Graham Lawrence, for coaching.
Junior Boys Tier 1 Volleyball: The boys also finished their season last week with their final league games. The
team did not qualify for playoffs but also had another good season of development. Thank you to Mr. Dykxhoorn
and Mr. B. Vrieling for coaching.
Senior Boys Volleyball: The team finished the YRAA regular season with 7 wins and 5 losses and qualified
for playoffs which begin on Thursday night with a home game. The team competed at the Ontario Christian
Secondary Schools Athletic Association (OCSSAA) Championships hosted by Quinte Christian High School this
past weekend. After a tough first day, they finished tied for third after losing in the semi-finals to the gold medalists
from Smithville Christian High School. The team is preparing for the OFSAA “A” Championships from November
20 to 23.
3

Junior Girls Basketball: The girls also wrapped up their regular season last week and head into playoffs Thursday
night with an away game at Richmond Hill HS.
Senior Girls Basketball: The girls won their first playoff game yesterday and play their next game tomorrow. The
team participated in OCSSAA Championships hosted by Guido de Bres Christian High School this past weekend.
The team finished with 2 wins and 1 loss, losing 42-40 in the B division quarter finals.
Winter sports tryouts will begin next week for Junior and Senior Girls Volleyball, and Junior and Senior Boys
Basketball. Dates and times will be in the morning announcements once they are finalized.
TDCH Clothing is available. The URL is tdchsestore.com. The link is also available on the Splash! Page under
Family Information.

Music Notes											- K. Hayward
Now that we have recovered from Daylight Savings Time, it is time to get down to business in the music department.
As we approach the time of the Christmas Concert, students are encouraged to work toward mastering their
individual parts so that their contributions to their respective ensembles will be “without blemish.” Pitches, rhythms
and lyrics must all be under the total control of each participant.
Concert Reminder: On Thursday, December 12, at 7 p.m. all TDChristian music groups will be performing at the
annual Christmas Concert. In addition to the Concert and Jazz bands, the choir and Ascension (TDChristian’s Praise
band), there will be soloists and audience carol singing. After, those attending will have access to tasty treats.
Students taking Grade 9 music will perform that night. Dress for the concert is formal/dressy attire: black skirts or
pants (no leggings, jeggings or yoga pants), black tops, and black shoes. Tops must have sleeves.
Sound checks for students in the Jazz Band and Ascension will occur between 3 and 4:30 p.m. Grade 9 music
students, concert band and choir students will have their sound checks beginning at around 5 p.m. A more detailed
schedule will be posted closer to the date.
Parents, guardians and those responsible for transporting concert band members to rehearsals, please note that
there will be no rehearsals on Tues.,Oct. 15, Thurs., Oct. 24. Thurs., Nov. 14 or in January.
Please email hayward@tdhristian.ca if you have any questions about the TDChristian music program.

Centre Stage											

- R. Peters

AdLIBB (Lunchtime Improv in the Black Box) is now running every Friday. This week we have a special treat! For the
first time ever, our improv team will be attempting the longform “The Armando Diaz Experience and Hootenanny!”
Longform is a term given for any improv that takes a single suggestion from the audience and riffs off of it for up to
a full hour. “The Armando,” specifically, has someone (often a celebrity) deliver a monologue based on an audience
suggestion, with the full team then performing scenes inspired by that monologue. This Friday will be a show not to
miss! Current Grade Nine and Ten Drama students get in for free! This week’s celebrity monologist is Mr. Robinson!!!
“Charlotte’s Web” is three weeks away. The set is being shaped, props are arriving, actors are increasingly “off-book”
and costumes are being “begged, borrowed, and stolen” – okay... there have been no thefts, but students are doing
everything they can to acquire the necessary accoutrements for their characters. If you are looking for volunteer
hours, and you have skills in sewing or costuming, email Charlotte at ckiervinstarkey@gmail.com!

Guidance Corner 							

- E. Dengerink

Young Leaders Wanted for a week in Ottawa on Parliament Hill! The Forum for Young Canadians is Canada’s
premier civics education program for students aged 15 to 19 years. Forum brings over 100 students per week to Ottawa for an intensive academic adventure immersing them in the exciting world of national politics and public affairs.
Check forum.ca for more information and to apply.
Grade 10, 11 students: SHAD Canada is a STEAM and entrepreneurship program for students in Grade 10 and
11. It attracts students with high aptitudes for risk taking, curiosity, excellence and resilience, and prepares them
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to take on social and economic challenges. The month-long program includes a real-world design challenge that
asks students to work on issues such as food security, water management and waste. The application deadline is
November 18, 2019. Check it out at www.shad.ca
Excursions to Queen’s University: The Enrichment Studies Unit at Queen’s University provides students in
grades 7 to 12 with challenging and inspiring academics alongside the dynamic learning and living environment of
university life. Providing an inclusive and unmatched mix of opportunities, ESU makes an unmistakable difference:
nurturing curiosity, fostering development, and enriching the potential of all students. For more information check
the website at esu.queensu.ca. Registration opens December 3, 2019.
Grade 12 Students: Application time is here! Students will receive their PIN numbers this Friday allowing them to
begin applying for Ontario Universities during November and December. Students can already apply to Community
Colleges by logging on to ontariocolleges.ca.
Guidance will hold an information session on Friday after the assembly for Grade 12 students who are applying
for university or college. Students should let their guidance counsellors know if they have any concerns or questions. Remember that private universities and colleges or out of province institutions have their own websites for
applications.
The Grade 12 Guidance Group in Edsby has been updated with the November issue of “The Scholarship Report”.
Please check the group for important information in regards to scholarships, campus tours, and university visits
happening at TDChristian. Parents or guardians who would like to be part of the group should message Mrs. Dengerink asking for an invitation.
High School Teen Culture Night - Thursday, November 7 at 7 p.m.: We invite you to discuss topics such as mental health, anxiety, social media (e.g. texting, use of electronics), safety, faith, substance abuse and health. We will
discuss questions and issues at round tables and then consult with a panel that includes a police officer, a pastor,
and a doctor. This is for parents and guardians of students of any grade. Earn 2.5 volunteer hours for attending.

Library Shelf							

			

- J Knibbe

TDChristian’s Book Club meets in Room 10 during lunch every other week. Dessert is included! On November
12, we’ll discuss Fifteen Lanes by S.J. Laidlaw, “a heart-breaking novel that explores the lives and relationships of
two very different girls – a resilient Indian girl and a troubled Canadian teen – set in the fifteen lanes that comprise
Mumbai’s red light district.”
We are also planning for the future. On April 9, 2020, our book club will be hosting “The Final Word” event. All
Christian high school book clubs will be invited to join us at TDChristian. Further details in an upcoming Fridge
Door!

Volunteer Opportunities
If you are looking for volunteer hours, and you have skills in sewing and costuming, email Charlotte Kiervin-Starkey
at ckiervinstarkey@gmail.com.
Grades 7 & 8 Day is Thurs., Nov. 14. We are looking for current parents or guardians who may be interested
in volunteering to sit at lunch tables and share their stories with prospective families. Email Mrs. Schuurman at
schuurman@tdchristian.ca to earn a free lunch and a volunteer hour!
We are looking for a volunteer who can help put together park benches and a display case for the Place of Grace
(at the front of our property). The person needs to be handy with tools and willing to work under/with someone
who has helped put together three of the six benches. The volunteer can be a student or a parent/guardian. The
anticipated time is 9:15 a.m. to sometime between 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. on Sat., Nov. 9 at TDChristian. Contact
Mr. Hoving at hoving@tdchristian.ca. It is the SAME day as our annual ALUMNI Volleyball Tournament.
We are looking for people to cover for custodial staff from time to time. This involves cleaning bathrooms, hallways
and other cleaning tasks at the end of the school day. Shifts are usually from 3 to 8 p.m. If you are interested,
contact Mr. Dengerink at rdengerink@tdchristian.ca. It can be for volunteer hours or for pay.
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Parents of Second Semester Grade 10 French Students
Parents and guardians of students taking grade 10 French next semester must come to an information meeting,
tomorrow, Thurs., Nov. 7 at 6:30 p.m., 30 minutes before the High School Teen Culture, in Room 13. The meeting is
about the exchange which is an integral part of the Grade 10 French course. To prepare, visit the Experiences Canada

Join hundreds of other grade
7&8 students for a day of fun
and discovery!
•Get a taste of high school life
@TDChristian
•Meet teachers and see our
building & grounds
•Get a sneak peek at Project 20/20
•Separate parents’ program
•Lunch is on us!

RSVP & nd out why YOU BELONG HERE at
website at experiencescanada.ca. Peruse the site and bring your questions to the meeting on Thursday evening.

A Night to Remember
Westside Community Church, formerly Springdale CRC, closed its doors on September 8, 2019. We invite you to A
Night to Remember on Fri., Nov. 22, at the church. We will begin with a soup supper from 5:30 to 7 p.m., followed by a
short program of music and reflections.
We look forward to seeing many familiar faces as we remember decades of fellowship as a congregation. Please
share with your families and invite them as well.
To help with the evening, please contact one of the organizers, Melanie Janse (mjanse@rogers.com), Brenda
Weening (bmw1003@live.com), Hilda-Ann Voorberg (havoorberg@gmail.com), or Carrie Kooy (l.kooy@live.ca).

From the TDChristian Parent Association
Toronto District Christian High School is excited about this year’s Dinner Theatre and Silent Auction. It will feature the
Show Period’s theatrical production of “Charlotte’s Web”!
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TDCHRISTIAN IS GOING TO

PARIS, THE RIVIERA
AND ROME
SPRING 2020

Hello Future Travellers!

We have limited spaces available, so be sure to enroll soon!



Great news!! Our enrollment deadline has been extended to
Thursday October 31, 2019 to get the current pricing. As of Nov
1, the price will increase by $200!
The trip is open for students and parents/guardians.
Contact Mr. Terpstra or Ms. Cate for more details.
Enrol at eftours.ca/enroll
Tour number 2167451PS

RSVP
Enroll TO
by
MANDATORY
October 31
FAMILY
to get the
MEETING
best price!

8

L I V E I N B O LT O N !

LAUGH YOUR WAYTO A
BETTER RELATIONSHIP!

Unlike many traditional marriage/relationship seminars that tend to be
overly serious, technical and emotionally taxing, Laugh Your Way: A
Couples’ Comedy Event is different because it helps couples deal with
tough issues in a way that is fun and non-threatening. Through the
event, couples will laugh, learn and be able to make real positive
changes to their marriage.

CLICK HERE TO CHECK OUT MARK'S VIDEOS AT
MARKGUNGOR.COM

THURSDAY, NOV. 7, 2019 • 7PM–9PM
at CAESARS BANQUET CENTRE
8841 George Bolton Parkway, Bolton, ON

Only

$25PP

Includes Dessert
and Coffee
ENQUIRIES & TICKETS:

Call 416.605.0622 or
teresaveentra@rogers.com
Presented by
LifePoint Community Church
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