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Nota Bene (Latin for “note well”)								

- W. Groot

The early part of the year features five trips. The learning that is sparked and sustained among the students is a reminder
of the importance of experiences as an integral part of learning for service in the light of God’s Word.
The Grade 9 Trip, as part of the first week of school, allows student to get to know each other and helps them practice
learning for service as they work with organizations with which TDChristian High School has partnered for years.
The Grade 10 Trip, which left today and returns tomorrow, is connected to the Careers course. Students are urged to
recognize God-given talents in others and in themselves, to grow in empathy and inclusion so as to help form a hospitable and collaborative learning environment, and to provide opportunities for students to connect positively with peers by
working together and listening. The trip booklet challenges students to think about what it means to be in someone else’s
shoes. Empathy can help students better understand others and can assist them in sharing and showing God’s love.
The Grade 11 students are divided into two trip groups based on when they take English and Perspectives. The trips are
from October 8 to 10 and April 7 to 9. They build on the Grade 10 theme of empathy, bringing it outward onto the streets
of Toronto. By learning about other people’s struggles, situations, and sorrows, students come to a better understanding
of their own brokenness and the issues that face humanity; through this learning they are better able to walk alongside
others at TDChristian and in God’s wider kingdom.
The Grade 11/12 Algonquin Trip (Sept. 19 to 23) takes Earth and Space Science students into the park where they study
the heavens and the earth with an emphasis on rocks, land, water and sky. Their major project is based on what they
learn, see, and take back from their journey over land and water.
The Grade 11/12 French class trip to Québec from Oct. 7 to 11 immerses students in Québécois culture. The class will
be visiting a cabane à sucre, several museums, a school and several sites along the St. Lawrence River. Its purpose is to
help students practice French and learn about the Francophone culture and mindset that helps make Canada what it is.

Project 20/20

					

- L. Fernhout

The project is in full swing! Go to the Project 20/20 section on tdchristian.ca to see the
construction site live. We are particularly excited about the new Learning Commons that
is planned for the second floor (see photo taken on Tuesday afte the floor was placed.)
The new entrance, presentation centre and large lecture-type classroom will also provide more ways for us to help students learn for service in the light of God’s Word.
We appreciate your participation in this project through prayer and financial support, and
we are grateful to have you as such an important part of the TDChristian Community.
Above all, we thank God for his constant faithfulness.
We have raised just under $2.4M of the $6M that is needed to finish debt free. If
you want to learn more, or want to make a donation, please contact me, Campaign Fundraising Manager, Leanne Fernhout (fernhout@tdchristian.ca).
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Edsby - Ensure that YOU are Connected
Because Edsby is a primary way the school communicates with families, it is very important for parents, guardians
and homestay families to have an active Edsby account.
All parents, guardians and homestay families with email addresses on file have been emailed invitations to join
Edsby, our student information system. If you did not receive an email, please email passwords@tdchristian.ca to
obtain an invite for access.
Please note that Edsby is also available as an app on both iOS and Android devices. After downloading the app, the
app asks you for your server name. Enter “tdchristian”. You will then be asked for your login credentials.

TDChristian 2019-20 Mini-Directories Available
The TDChristian mini-directory that includes names, addresses and phone numbers of TDChristian families will be
available at the Learning Dialogues on Oct. 17. If you desire a copy earlier than that, please email Marg. and let her
know who will be picking it up from her in the office.

Praise & Petition

- E. Dengerink/M. Laswick

This morning our Grade 10 class of 115 students left for a two-day trip to Beacon Bible Camp. The Grade 11/12
French trip leaves on October 7 and half of our Grade 11 students will be leaving for their Toronto English and
Perspectives trip on October 8. We pray for trips filled with community building, learning, serving, and safe travel.
We’re thankful that the Earth and Space Science class returned safely from Algonquin park on Monday. The students
met the challenges they faced with good spirits and had an awesome learning experience in God’s beautiful creation.
We’re thankful that former teacher, Alice Vanderkooy’s surgery for cancer went well yesterday. We pray that the
recovery for surgery goes smoothly and that she is restored to full health soon.

School Culture								 - M. Heinbuch/J. Dykxhoorn
Last Friday, the school community gathered to compete in the annual Homeroom Competitions. This community
building event was hosted by the Senior Phys. Ed Leadership class. We look forward to building on the positive
momentum that we have experienced so far this year at TDChristian. A successful food drive was part of the event!
Invitation: On November 19, during Learning Dialogues and at the Membership Meeting, students Adrian Straatsma
and Jacob Lea will be participating in a photo exhibition with Mr. Sjaarda and Jadon Pascal Van Alphen (Class of ‘17)
to showcase the images they captured on their trip to California this past summer.

Transportation								

- J. Dykxhoorn

First a reminder: check your Edsby Bus Group if you have forgotten your log-in info. If a bus is not tracking it is most
likely because the bus tracking device has had a mechanical issue and was replaced by a spare bus that does not
have the tracking device. Thank you to those of you who have sent notes regarding a malfunction in the tracking
service; it allows me to verify with the bus company where the problem lies.

Service Trips											- C. Hoving
Grade 10 Beacon Trip
About 130 students (this includes 15 senior students who are supporting as helpers) and 12 staff members departed
this morning for the Beacon Trip which focuses on empathy and collaboration. We are thankful for the many who
have worked diligently to plan the trip and we are looking forward to what God has in store for it. Students will have a
booklet to complete as a reflection of the trip; it will be part of the their Period 3 Project Day assignment on Friday.
Grade 11 Toronto Service Trip
Plans for the first semester trip are ongoing. Please pray that students prepare well for this significant learning experience. Students in this semester’s English and Perspectives classes are scheduled to go to Toronto from October
8 to 10. Please ensure that the commitment sheet sent in the August mailing (also found on the Splash! Page) is
handed in to the office by this Friday, September 13. The sheet also has information about the trip.
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Please note especially that students meet at the school at 7 a.m. on Tuesday, October 2 so that the buses will
make it to the first placements around 9 a.m.
This mandatory trip is part of the Grade 11 English and Perspectives classes and has often been a highlight for
Grade 11 students. We are thankful for the support we receive for this trip. If you have any questions or concerns,
contact Mr. Hoving at hoving@tdchristian.ca or connect with Mr. Van Eerden, Mr. Terpstra, or Mr. Sjaarda.

Admissions 2020-21: Fall Open House on Oct. 10		

- P. Schuurman

If you know someone who would like to know more information about TDChristian or if you would like to learn
more about our programs for your child, please come to our Fall Open House on Thursday October 10. It starts
with refreshments and delicious desserts at 6:30 p.m. There will be a short program at 7 p.m. to inform attendees
more about who we are, who our students and staff are followed by a tour of the building including classrooms in
action. Please bring a friend or tell a friend -- we would love to have you attend!
For more information, please e-mail Patty Schuurman at schuurman@tdchristian.ca.

Mentorship (for Grade 11 students)

- S. VanEerden

The Mentorship Program and its assignments were explained to Grade 11 students during a meeting on Friday,
September 13. The goal of the first semester is for every grade 11 student to find a mentor willing to work with
them for three days between January 23 and 29.
As they begin to think more seriously about possible future careers or work, students find this experience to be
enriching, eye-opening, and empowering. This semester, students must think about possible mentors (due this
Friday, September 26), find a mentor (due October 9), and write a short report on their mentor called Get-To-Know
Your Mentor (due January 9). Dates, assignments, and expectations can be found by clicking the Mentorship link
on TDChristian’s Splash! Page.
Recently, a Mentorship Group was created on Edsby so that students can connect to volunteer mentors from our
community. If you are interested in being a mentor or hosting someone at your workplace, you can qualify for up to
18 volunteer hours. If you have any questions, please contact Sean Van Eerden at vaneerden@tdchristian.ca.

Falcons’ Perch								

- C. Hoving

Our fall teams are in full swing with practices and four of our teams began league play last night. For scores and
standings check yraa.com.
The Junior Boys Tier 2 Volleyball team members kicked off their high school volleyball careers yesterday with
matches at Holy Cross. They won their first game but lost both their matches. The team has a tournament at St.
Jean de Brebeuf on Friday and league games next Monday at Cardinal Carter High School.
The Junior Boys Tier 1 Volleyball team begins its YRAA season with home games next week Thursday followed by
a tournament at Hamilton District Christian High School on Friday, Oct. 4.
The Senior Boys Volleyball Tier 1 team started their season with matches at Aurora High School beating Maple
2-0 in two close games and losing 2-1 against Aurora. The team has a tournament this Friday at Jean Augustine
SS and home games next Wednesday and our TDChristian tournament on Friday, Oct. 4.
The Junior Girls Basketball Tier 2 team began its season with a home game yesterday against Maple High School
to whom they lost. It heads to Father Bressani for a game next Tuesday.
The Senior Girls Basketball Tier 3 team began league play yesterday with a 38-30 win versus Westmount. The
girls have two games next week: Monday at home against Holy Cross and Tuesday at Father Bressani.
Intramural Hockey Team rosters were posted earlier this week. The season begins October 4. The most up-to-date
schedule will always be posted on the Splash! Page.
We are looking to hire a parent to referee an occasional intramural hockey game on Friday mornings. If you have
refereeing experience and wish to help out, please contact Mr. Eric Vrieling at evrieling@tdchristian.ca.
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Music Notes											- K. Hayward
With the launch of Jazz Band this week, all TDChristian music groups are up and running. The deadline for joining
Concert Band and Choir is quickly approaching. Please send a note to Mr. Hayward ASAP if you are interested in
being a part of one of these groups:
• Concert Band meets on Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 7:30 a.m. (half-credit course)
• Choir meets during Fifth Period on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday (half-credit course)
There are still places available in our extracurricular groups:
• Jazz Band meets on Wednesdays after school (extracurricular, no credit)
• Praise Band, Ascension, meets on Thursdays after school (extracurricular, no credit)
The fall session for vocal lessons at TDChristian is set to begin in October. Students interested in taking lessons
during the day during this session must contact Ms. Sandi Melro (sandi.melro1@outlook.com) as soon as possible.
Any questions about the music program at TDChristian, can be sent to Mr. Hayward at: hayward@tdchristian.ca.

Centre Stage: Charlotte’s Web Tour							

- R. Peters

Our ShowPro class is well underway. Today, we had our first full rehearsal with our cast, as we prepare for our touring kid’s production of E.B. White’s beloved classic (adapted to the stage by Joseph Robinette), “Charlotte’s Web.”
Know an elementary school or seniors’ home that might enjoy having us come and entertain them? Contact me
ASAP! It has been 15 years since TDChristian has toured a show and our talented cast is raring to go.
We have a strong ensemble in the ShowPro class who will work over the next couple of months to stage and rehearse the play, as well as take on roles backstage from lighting, sound, costumes, make-up, props, set and even
posters, tickets, programs, and advertising. Keep a watch out for information on their show nearest you! Of course,
we will also run the show at TDChristian and plan on a Dinner Theatre on Nov. 30.

From the Art Room
Grade 9 Art Students are once again reminded to have their sketchbooks in class daily. One hour of sketchbook
homework is assigned per week, as well as one research assignment. Check Edsby for due dates and descriptions
of all assignments.

Guidance Corner 								

- E. Dengerink

Grade 12 Students: Beginning next week, your guidance counsellor will be notifying you via Edsby when you are
scheduled for your 15 minute guidance appointment. The goal is to discuss your plans, answer questions, and to set
up follow up appointments, as needed. You can prepare for the interview by having your questions ready.
The Grade 12 Guidance Information Group is set up in Edsby. Parents and students can see information regarding important events, dates, scholarships, deadlines, open houses, university and college representatives coming
to TDChristian and much more! The information will NOT be included in The Fridge Door from now on. Check the
Edsby group regularly for information.
The Ontario University Fair is this weekend, September 27 to 29 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily at the Metro Toronto
Convention Centre. This event is open for parents and students who would like to meet university representatives
and/or attend sessions on what each university has to offer. See ouf.ca for more information.
The Ontario College Information Fair is at the Enercare Centre, Toronto on October 23 from 5 to 9 p.m. and October 24 from 9 a.m to 2 p.m. For more information, check ocif.ca.
Grade 11 Students: On Monday, October 21, 2019 the Christian College Advantage Tour will be at TDChristian
for the morning. Meet representatives from various Christian Universities and colleges from Canada and the USA.
All students will attend the general sessions and two college sessions. Explore the possibilities and opportunities
available at Christian University and Colleges.
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Community Service Hours
The Ministry of Education mandates every high school student in Ontario to complete 40 hours of Community
Service as part of their diploma requirements. Once a student reaches the required 40 hours, TDChristian stops
recording. Students should keep copies of the paperwork submitted for their own records in case of a discrepancy,
or if they would like to use their hours for scholarship possibilities in the future.
TDChristian Community Service Hour forms are available on the Splash! Page (with guideline information as well).
Please ensure that they are filled in completely and correctly before submitting them to the office. If students submit
forms from other agencies, they must attach them to our form, filling in all relevant information.

Library Shelf							

			

- J Knibbe

Online Information Resource: Encyclopedia Britannica Online is accessible to all students and parents. Click on
the “Encyclopedia Britannica” found on the TDChristian Splash! page. The user name and password are available
by contacting the librarian at knibbe@tdchristian.ca. Access thousands of articles, pictures and videos. Be sure to
check out this reliable resource.
National Geographic magazines from the 1980s to the present are available for anyone who wants them. They
have been sorted and boxed according to year published. If you wish to pick some or all of them up, please send
an email to knibbe@tdchristian.ca to arrange a pick-up time. These copies will only be available until the end of
October after which they will be recycled or passed on to another place.

Volunteer Opportunities
We are still in need of scribes for Wednesday, October 30 from 8:45 to 10:15 a.m. Volunteers will receive 1.5
volunteer hours. If you are interested, please contact Ms. Contos at contos@tdchristian.ca.
Volunteer Opportunities: Fall Rummage Sale Cooking and Baking
• Earn 2 volunteer hours for 5L of soup or a specialty dessert (one that is eaten with a fork).
• Earn 1.5 volunteer hours for 2 dozen HOME baked goods (NO NUTS). Store bought items will not earn any
hours.
Items MUST be CLEARLY LABELLED with your First and Last name, name of the item and must also be
packed and ready to sell and at the school store on Friday, October 18. Tupperware containers will NOT be
returned to you. Please email kevdebmaas@yahoo.ca with the name of your item(s).
Volunteer Opportunities: Fall Rummage Sale Setting Up, Selling, Serving and Cleaning Up
Contact Winsome Alawi at shellyj88@hotmail.com for any of the following volunteer opportunities:
• Set up on Friday October 18, 2019 (5 p.m. till done)
• Selling or serving on Saturday October 19, 2019 (8:30 a.m. till done) – volunteers needed for rummage
area and kitchen
• Clean up on Saturday October 19, 2019 (1 p.m. till done)
Volunteer Opportuniity: Rummage Sale Committee members needed for future years
The TDChristian Parent Association is looking for NEW members for its Rummage Sale Committee. The Fall
Rummage Sale is an annual fundraiser for the school and is a great way to earn your 25 hours of required
parent volunteer time. Committee members meet before the sale in preparation, help set up before the sale,
and work the day of the sale.
Specifically:
• We are looking for several NEW members who would shadow a committee member this fall.
• We are also looking for ONE SPECIFIC person to take over Running the Fall Rummage Sale. Ideally, this
person would be able to:
• Able to manage/direct rummage sale area (gym), negotiate with customers, and oversee end-of-sale
clean up including truck pick up of extra goods
Some Rummage sale experience would be helpful.
Interested in either of the above tasks? Contact Sylvia Geerlinks at dsgeerlinks@rogers.com or Yolande Vroom
at td_mom@icloud.com. It is a great way to earn your volunteer hours for the year!
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TDChristian Rummage Sale: Saturday, October 19, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Mark this day and time on your calendars for the fabulous, annual TDChristian Fall Rummage Sale! This annual
fundraiser for the school brings community members together at a fun and memorable event. Enjoy our usual
attractions of hot and cold lunch items and beverages available to purchase, a wide selection of cheese and
home baking, farm vegetables, seasonal items, our famous “gym full of treasures” and background music played
by TDChristian students. Bring your friends and family for a wonderful morning of indoor garage saling.

How to Donate Items for the TDChristian Rummage Sale
Doing a fall cleanup? Do you have too much clutter? Enjoy more space and feel good about supporting our
beloved school.
We welcome your donations of items to the rummage sale: gently used clothes and accessories, household
and garden items, potted plants, sports equipment, books, tools, toys, small appliances and furniture, DVDs,
CDs, decor, arts and crafts, unused gift items, jewelry, china and glassware, Halloween and Christmas items,
stationery. Please DO NOT include any of the following: items over 50lbs, large appliances or furniture items,
computers or baby items such as cribs or car seats due to the complicated nature of safety standards.
Donations may be dropped off at the school during the day on Friday, October 18 or, if you prefer, contact one of
our members and arrange to drop items off at the following DROP OFF locations:
Brampton and surrounding area

Sylvia Geerlinks

email DSGeerlinks@rogers.com

Bradford and surrounding area

Yolanda Vroom		

email TD_mom@icloud.com

King Township 			

Catherine Khani

email Catherinekhani@yahoo.ca

North York, Toronto & Etobicoke

Claudine Van Dijk

email Claudinevs@yahoo.ca

Thank you in advance for your donations!

Earth, Space & Science Trip to Algonquin Park			

- D. Robinson

The 17th Annual Earth and Space Science Algonquin Trip returned Monday after five incredible days in the park.
We explored four interpretive trails, the visitors’ centre museum and art centre, completed two days of canoeing,
studied island and lake systems, found native paintings on a cliff face, plus swimming, soccer, campfires, and
fellowship. The students and student assistants (TAs) worked diligently to make the trip a success. We are
thankful to Jenna Wickens and Cindy Bodini who kindly volunteered as chaperones.
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TDChristian Thrift Store Support - We NEED You!
Paul Haffenden, a former parent who is working on setting up a thrift store in the fire hall building is getting to the
stage he needs volunteers to work on the Thrift Store project with him.
Most urgently, he desires 2 or 3 people who are willing to be active on the board and development of the
project. He has one person already involved but would like more.
In addition, he is looking for 2 people who would be interested in assisting with leadership of operations.
If you would like to know more or know of someone in the TDChristian community who may be interested,
please email Paul at p.haffenden@rogers.com or William Groot at groot@tdchristian.ca.
Finally, keep tuned to emails and Edsby messages for ways you might be able to support the project during a
volunteer clean up day later in October.

Learning Dialogues (What they are and how to sign up for it.)
What? These are seven-minute sessions during which parents/guardians/homestays, teachers, and/or students
come together to talk about the student’s learning.
When? Thurs., Oct. 17 (3:30 to 5 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m.). The second set will be Tues., Nov. 19 (3:30 to 6:30 p.m.
NOTE: The Fall Membership Meeting, open to all, starts at 7:30 p.m. that evening - earn volunteer hours).
How? Sign up for Learning Dialogues (Parent/Guardian-Student-Teacher Interviews) by going to
schoolinterviews.ca and type in the event code “jb7h6”. Please note that you can only sign up for the October 17
sessions at this time.
Attend one or the other, both, or none - it’s up to you! Homestay Families must sign up on Oct. 17 for a time slot
with with Ms. Meg Cate.
Extra Note: You can also sign up for the New Members Meeting on Thurs., Oct. 17 at 7:30 p.m. when signing up
for Learning Dialogues. Click the “Membership” link on the Splash! Page for more information.
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COMPASS Survey
Please read the following letter explaining this survey. It will be the eighth time TDChristian has participated in
it. It has assisted us at TDChristian with respect to our vending machine, food service, bullying, physical activity
and more.

September 24, 2019
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s):
Our school will be participating in the 2019-20 COMPASS survey. Researchers from the University of Waterloo
will ask students to complete a 35-minute questionnaire about healthy eating, physical activity, sedentary
behaviour, smoking, alcohol and drug-use, bullying, school connectedness, academic achievement, and mental
health. The survey is confidential and no names are written on the surveys. This means that the name of your
child will not be linked with their survey responses. The surveys will be stored at the University of Waterloo and
only research staff will have access to the completed surveys. The survey responses will help researchers gather
details about youth health, and this information will be shared with our school to help improve school policies
and practices related to health. Both the school board and our school have given approval to conduct the study.
The survey is repeated once each year, following the same students. There are no known or anticipated risks to
participation.
On Monday, October 21, 2019, students in grades 9 to 12 with parental permission, and who themselves agree
to participate, will be asked to take part in the survey. Students are free to withdraw from the survey at any
time, without penalty.
If you do not wish your child to participate, please call the COMPASS Research Coordinator, Breanne Reel, at 1
(844) 819-8388 or contact Marg Laswick at the school office by Monday, October 21, 2019. Consent will be
assumed unless you notify us otherwise. If you leave a message, please include:





your child's name,
your child's grade,
the name of your child's school, and
the name of your child's teacher.

This project has been reviewed and received ethics clearance through a University of Waterloo Research Ethics
Committee (ORE #30118). If you have questions for the Committee contact the Chief Ethics Officer, Office of
Research Ethics, at 1-519-888-4567 ext. 36005 or ore-ceo@uwaterloo.ca.
To view a copy of the survey questions or for more information about the COMPASS project, please visit
www.compass.uwaterloo.ca, or contact COMPASS Research Coordinator, Breanne Reel, at 1-519-888-4567
x38271 or bmreel@uwaterloo.ca.
Please note that In cases where researchers believe that a student may need protection from harm, we must by
law report this to authorities. Because this study does not collect identifying information that could link a
student to the survey, the information provided to authorities may be unspecific, unless a student includes more
information than asked for within the survey booklet that could enable authorities to identify the student.
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TDCHRISTIAN IS GOING TO

PARIS, THE RIVIERA
AND ROME
SPRING 2020

Contact Mr. Terpstra or Ms. Cate for more details.
Enrol at eftours.ca/enroll
Tour number 2167451PS



Are you in grade 11 or 12? If you said “yes”, you qualify to
join us for this wonderful cultural experience during the
March Break 2020 with EFTours.

The price
RSVP
TO
goes
up
at
the
MANDATORY
beginning
FAMILYof
October!!
MEETING
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