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By Tim Buwalda, Teacher & Communications Coordinator 

It’s 1963. Gas is at 29 cents per gallon and  
everything north of Toronto is still pretty much 
small villages or farmers’ fields. Lester Pearson 
is prime minister (and not yet an airport!), 
“The Great Escape” is playing at theatres, and  
a little group known as the Beatles is starting  
to make waves among teenagers. It’s also a  
year of big change, from the assassination  
of John F. Kennedy to Martin Luther King’s 
“I Have A Dream” speech. 
 Closer to home, on a warm September morning 
in a church basement on Albion Road in Etobicoke, 
there’s a buzz of excitement (and some trepidation) 
as 49 students file in, some of whom have travelled 
more than an hour over bumpy roads on the floor 
of a van. The teachers, in their pressed suits and new 
dresses, shake hands and say hello; they are also new 
to this adventure. Now the entire group stands as 
one and prays to begin the day. This is the humble 
beginning of Toronto District Christian High School.
 It’s 2018. Today TDChristian is home to 400 students 
from across the GTA and from as far away as China, 
Nigeria, and Italy, and thousands more have passed 
through its doors. The school building may have 
opened in 1965, but it’s been through so many  
additions and improvements over the years, even 
graduates from twenty years ago have trouble  
remembering where everything was.
 It’s 8:55 a.m. on Monday, and the students, many 
laughing and mingling, disperse to their classrooms. 
Once again, as 55 years ago, the day begins with 
prayer. 
 A 55th anniversary doesn’t carry the same flash  
as a 50th or 60th. Still, we have much to celebrate. 
God is good!

Celebrating Where We’ve Been
It takes an entire community to run a Christian 
school. We are especially grateful to the founders  
of TDChristian who set the vision for WHY we have 
a Christian school, who gave sacrificially to build it, 
and who trusted God to provide the students and 
staff needed to grow. We are thankful for the many 
boards and administrators who over the decades 
pushed the school to improve its facilities and its 
quality of education. We especially appreciate our 
alumni, the true legacy of our school.

Celebrating Where We Are
TDChristian High School today continues to be a  
place of learning, discovery, and activity. Teachers are 
passionate about their work and care about students 
and their learning. Students are challenged, not just 
to learn, but to understand what they are learning 
in the context of how each and every subject fits into 
God’s overall plan for our broken world. And things 
are done in community. We want each person in our 
school to be enfolded, to know he or she is valued. 
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In our February @TD “Passion, Wonder, & Awe” 
newsletter, we published 22 stories on student 
learning and our alumni. But we ran out of 
room! Here are six stories about some of our 
staff members. 

DAN BUISMAN 
by Judy VanSchepen

Daniel Buisman (09) was born June 21, 1991 in Brampton. 
His family lived in the country; the outdoors was his playground, 
affording him many opportunities to explore and play in nature 
and fostering a love and affinity for the physical creation.
 After attending John Knox Christian School in Brampton, Dan 
attended TDChristian. When he looks back at his time as a student 
here, Dan says, “I was fortunate to have several teachers that had 
our best interests at heart. This wasn’t always easy for them, but 
some teachers continued to fight and go to bat for us, and that 
has always stuck with me. I am deeply thankful for those teachers 
who were not easily turned away by our often difficult teenage 
behaviour.” 
 Dan has been teaching at TDChristian for four years. His first 
year was challenging, but he learned a lot and had help from 
many fellow staff members. According to Dan, the best part 
of teaching is connecting with students. What makes the job 
challenging is the sense of responsibility that comes with knowing 
how influential teachers are and can be in the lives of students.
 Dan and his wife Leesha live in Orangeville with their dog 
Kobe. They are expecting their first child in May.

THE POWER OF SPORT
By Tammy Dibbits

When you think of Afghanistan, what do you picture? Desolation? 
Barren landscapes? Conflict? The Taliban? Terrorism?   
 What about “home”? Afghanistan is home to over 35 million 
people, a population about the size of Canada’s. It’s home to the 
seven men I had the privilege of working with at the 2017 
Invictus Games, where I coached Afghanistan’s volleyball team.  
 The 550 competitors, representing 17 different countries, are 
the mothers, fathers, husbands, and wives who put their lives on 
the line in combat and have suffered life-changing injuries. They 
have lost limbs and suffered through pain—and not just physical 
pain; many have seen things no one should ever see. In fact, the 
majority of those competing for Team Canada are coping with 
mental wounds rather than physical ones. They are fighting a 
different battle now, fighting to become again the person they 
once were.
 “Invictus” is Latin for “unconquered”. “I AM unconquered.” 
It’s a powerful statement. The competitors and their families have 
been tested and challenged, but have not been overcome. They’ve 
proven they cannot be defeated; they will not be defined by their 
injuries.
 These games are not about gold, silver, and bronze medals; 
they’re about getting to the start line. The Invictus Games give 
competitors the chance to represent their country once again, to 
push beyond what they thought they were capable of, and to be 
a teammate supporting others who are also struggling. 
 I’ve been involved in a lot of sporting events as a volunteer, 
athlete, spectator, coach, and official, but the Invictus Games 
stand out above the rest. While I was involved for only a few days, 
the experience challenged my impression of the power of sport, 
opening my eyes to the “unconquerable spirit of humankind.”  

RICHARD PETERS 
by Phil Vriend

In Mr. Peters’ efforts to enfold international students into Drama 
classes, he’s run into some serious challenges. So much hangs on 
understanding the nuances of language and being able to “play” 
in response to them. What to do when some students are just 
learning English?
 In some improvisation exercises, he uses an app that spits 
out words or phrases such as “man cave”, “throne room”, and 
“saloon”, terms unfamiliar even to some Canadian students 
whose first language is English. In response to the challenge of 
including all students and making the class flow, Google Translate 
has become a helpful tool in engaging international students. The 
caller shouts out the word generated by the app, another student 
at the computer punches in the word, and the Chinese translation 
is projected on the screen. The resulting understanding has 
made it possible for all to participate and enjoy the process.
 Students report feeling far more comfortable with this way 
of doing things. International students Alexander Meng, Anna 
Liu, and Jerry Wang were unanimous in their appreciation for 
the system. “It helps us participate better,” said Anna. “We can 
understand,” added Jerry, “and that helps us.” Alexander was also 
very enthusiastic about having the translations. “It’s good, and 
it makes it easier,” he said. 
 Mr. Peters agrees. “It’s a simple use of technology,” he says, 
“but it helps us do what we must do—engage and enfold our 
international students.”

ROBYN GODBER 
by David Hagen

Robyn Godber, our onsite therapist, has always had a passion 
for helping people realize their values and strengths. She grew 
up in a family that taught compassion and involvement, looking 
for practical ways to help those with needs. She realized that she 
loved working with teens after a stint at a boarding school in her 
early twenties, where she was director of the girls’ dorm and later 
the school counsellor. She has also worked in group homes and 
day treatment programs.
 Working with teens has its unique challenges and benefits. 
Teens are in a significant developmental period in their lives,  
with the beginnings of deeper insight and cognitive complexity. 
While most of their future still lies ahead, their past, upbringing, 
and current life situations deeply impact their thoughts and  
emotions. Teens live with anxiety and depression caused by 
trauma, substance abuse, family conflict, or bullying. Today,  
social media can add a new level of complexity to their world,  
as their lives and issues are carried out online as well. 
 Robyn’s focus is to help teenagers understand themselves, their 
strengths, and the context of their circumstances. Her role gives 
her the opportunity to guide students to face the things that 
won’t change, while also helping them realize where they can 
make a difference—whether in their own thoughts and feelings 
or in the relationships around them. Surrounding all of this is 
Robyn’s faith that God is a loving God who has given each of 
us choices and unique gifts. Being able to help students 
discover these is a true blessing to Robyn. 
 It’s not easy being a teenager in 2018. Robyn is also a true 
blessing to the school.
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We strive to engage all students in meaningful 
learning—the introvert, the extrovert, the academic, 
the creative, the athletic, the technological, the 
problem-solver, as well as the student who has no 
idea what he or she wants to do after high school. 
We don’t always get it right, but we consistently seek 
to empower students to impact their world outside 
the classroom, using their talents, gifts, and passion!

Celebrating Where We Are Going
The journey may have started in 1963, but we 
are always looking ahead. Project 20/20 and 325 
Woodbridge Avenue (the fire hall property) are two 
exciting opportunities to move our school forward 
in a relatively short time period. And we only have 
to look back eight years to Project 2010’s spacious 
atrium, well-equipped science labs, and bustling 
library to see how a building project can re-energize 
a school.
 Of course, a great school is more about people 
than facilities. We will continue to serve as many 
families as we can and are grateful to the parents 
and guardians who partner with us. Recent national 
research findings on the decline in Christianity,  
especially among youth, and on the benefits of  
attending Christian school as compared to public  
and Roman Catholic schools, reveal that Christian 
education is more relevant than ever, perhaps even 
more than it was 55 years ago. (Find out more  
about this research by Cardus at the April 26 Spring 
Membership Meeting.)  
 We look forward to the challenge and the privilege 
of serving teenagers well into the future.  While at 
times the roadblocks seem difficult, isn’t it reassuring 
that we don’t have to face them alone? We can trust 
God to guide us as we commit ourselves and our way 
to him. Our theme verse for the year, Psalm 111:10, 
echoes this: “The fear of the LORD is the foundation 
of all wisdom. All who obey his commandments will 
grow in wisdom. Praise him forever!” 
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AN EDUCATIONAL JOURNEY 
by David Kim

In September, I had the special privilege of joining other Ontario 
Christian school teachers and administrators (including current 
and past principals William Groot and Ren Siebenga) on an  
educational excursion to Finland. We spent the week visiting 
schools in and around Helsinki to learn about their education 
system, which is often touted as one of the best in the world.  
 As one might expect, there isn’t a simple answer to the  
question, “What makes the Finnish education system so good?” 
Many factors seem to contribute to its overall success. But the  
one thing that stood out the most for me was the level of  
independence and responsibility expected from, and exhibited  
by, the students in their learning. 
 A good example of this was the “flipped learning” method, 
where students were responsible both for learning the material 
through videos and for assessing their own learning through self-
evaluation. This method not only makes the learning much more 
student-centred, it also has the advantage of allowing students 
to progress at their own pace, and gives the teacher more 
opportunity to provide individual assistance to those who need 
it. While I haven’t yet worked out the specifics of how I can apply 
these principles in my classroom, I am more convinced than ever 
that I need to move even further from teacher-centred to student-
centred learning.
 Overall, this trip has helped to reaffirm the understanding that 
teaching is not simply about transmitting knowledge to students, 
but about equipping and empowering them to become lifelong 
learners.

ELAINE ROORDA 
by Joni Knibbe

One of the first things one sees when walking into the TDChristian 
kitchen are words written on the cafeteria glass: “You are worth 
fighting for in God’s eyes!” The words may change weekly, but 
students who enter Elaine’s kitchen know they are welcomed 
and valued every time.
 TDChristian’s Food Services Manager Elaine Roorda, now in 
her third year here, has a big heart for young people. She and 
her husband Rob are the proud parents of daughters Carla and 
Brooke (both grads of TDChristian), and grandparents to Summer, 
whose joyful artwork is often on display in the school. Shone and 
Chris, two of our international students, can also claim the Roorda 
household as their home away from home, and Elaine as their 
second mom.
 When she’s not planning or preparing delectable lunch menus 
or making the rounds to grocery stores and wholesalers for 
supplies, she devotes time to her church’s Teen Club, and to 
thinking up ways to enhance hospitality at TDChristian. Her 
enthusiasm for offering enjoyable, healthy food choices includes 
the craft of inviting presentation and artful design. She’s always 
happy to share her ideas, and to mentor students so they can 
learn more about the food service she provides.

Our building in 1970

Our Kipling Avenue  
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Alumni 

News  
    tdAttention Alumni!
Please keep us posted 
regarding reunions, 
marriages, births, career 
moves, and any other 
important milestones. 
Simply email alumni@
tdchristian.ca. Don’t worry 
if you’re late in reporting  
– we’re still interested!

•	 Joel Zondervan	(06)	
and	Jackie DeJong	(08)	
welcomed	Koen	James	
on	October	25,	2017

	
•	 Greg Buisman	(01)	and	

Lisa VanDommelen	(09)	
welcomed	Adelyn	Grace	
on	January	4,	2018

	
•	 Danny Olthof	(03)	
and	Megan	Kingsbury	
welcomed	Cadence	Faith	
on	January	9,	2018.		
A	sister	to	Travis.

	
•	 Ryan Broekema	(06)	
and	Deandra Bell	(06)	
welcomed	Sadie	Ann	on	
January	11,	2018.	A	sister	
to	Miller	(born	in	2015)

	
•	 Diego	Merino	and	

Rachel Groot	(05)	
welcomed	Theodore	
James	on	February	26,	
2018;	a	brother	for	Leora	
and	Adrian.

• Marriage
•	 Scott Hofland	(09)	
and	Natalia	DePeuter,	
October	13,	2017

	
• Births

	
•	 Kyle Beishuizen	(09)	
and	Julie Olthof	(11)	
welcomed	Silas	David		
on	September	15,	2017

	
•	 BJ VanDommelen	(01)	
and	Lindsay	MacKay	
welcomed	William	
Caden	on	October	21,	
2017

	

@tdchristian
Tim	Buwalda	-	Editor

Email: Buwalda@tdchristian.ca

William	Groot	(78)	
-	Main Contributor

Debbie	(Smith)	Sawczak	(77)	
-	Copy Editor

Anthony	Goodhoofd	(69)	
-	Design

For further information on 
TDChristian, please contact  
the school.

TDChristian
377 Woodbridge Avenue

Woodbridge, Ontario L4L 2V7

Tel: 1 855.663.6632
905 851.1772

Fax: 905 851.1992

www.tdchristian.ca

Email:
info@tdchristian.ca

To reach the TDChristian Board 
board_secretary 
@tdchristian.ca

Upcoming
Events	

Grandparents’ Day 
	 April	26,	9	am	

Spring Membership   
 Meeting 		
	 April	26,	7	pm	

Notice Book Launch 
 & Open House
	 May	10,	6	pm	

Spring Concert     
	 May	24,	7	pm	

Graduation
 June	27,	7	pm
	 Light	Korean		
	 Presbyterian	Church

In the  

NEWS 
at TD

MARCH BREAK TRIPS
Over	March	Break,	12	students	and	3	staff	once	again	headed		
to	Belize	on	a	service	trip	working	with	local	Christian	schools.	
Seventeen	other	students,	1	staff	member,	and	3	adult	chaper-
ones	went	to	the	Dominican	Republic	to	work	on	projects	there.	
Still	another	12	students,	3	extra	travellers,	and	3	staff	chaperones	
toured	Berlin,	Prague,	Lucerne,	and	other	places	on	a	European	
cultural	trip.	All	of	these	trips	offer	opportunities	for	growth	and	
seeing	the	world	from	a	different	perspective.

HEADED TO THE BIG SCREEN
The	TDChristian	film	“Disconnected”	is	part	of	the	Student	Block	
at	this	year’s	Vaughan	Film	Festival.	It	and	other	nominees	will	be	
shown	at	Cineplex	Colossus	in	Vaughan	on	May	14.	TDChristian	
won	the	Best	Overall	Student	Film	Award	at	the	VFF	the	past	two	
years,	for	“Memories”	(2016)	and	“The	Other	Side”	(2017).

You can celebrate TDChristian at 55 with us:
1. Tell Others About Us.	

We	grow	best	through	word	of	mouth.	Tell	others	how	the	school	has	benefitted	you	and	your	family.
Invite	someone	to	explore	our	website	or	come	to	our	Spring	Open	House	night	on	May	10.

2. Pray for Us.		
Know	that	as	passionate	as	we	are	about	Christian	education,	we	still	face	challenges.	Pray	for	our	staff.

Pray	for	our	students.	It’s	not	easy	being	a	teen	today.

3. Support Us Financially.		
Whether	it’s	to	our	general	fund	or	to	a	special	fundraiser	like	Project	20/20,	we	are	grateful	for	the	

financial	gifts	you	bless	us	with.

4. Follow Us.		
We	post	regularly	to	Instagram	and	Facebook	(@tdchristianhighschool).	“Like”	our	page,	forward	our	posts	

to	others,	go	online	to	tdchristian.ca	to	see	what’s	new.	It	only	takes	a	minute!

5. Visit Us.  
Come	to	one	of	our	upcoming	events	like	the	Membership	Meeting	on	April	19	or	the	Spring	Concert		

on	May	24.	Or,	at	any	time,	come	take	a	tour	of	our	building,	meet	teachers	and	students,	and	see	what’s	
become	of	your	school.	We	think	you’ll	be	impressed!

5.5 Encourage Us.		
Write	us	a	note	or	send	us	an	email	at	info@tdchristian.ca.	Tell	us	how	we’re	doing.	Give	us	some	

constructive	criticism.	Ask	questions.	We’d	love	to	hear	from	you.

(*Yes, these are technically 6 ways, but 5.5 fit better with 55!)

Spring Open House
& Notice Book Launch

Thursday, May 10, 6-8 pm

Come	enjoy	refreshments,	student	projects,	
readings,	art,	and	music	as	we	celebrate	the	

7th	annual	publication	of	Notice: the people of 
TDChristian making and doing.	The	launch	is	
also	an	opportunity	for	those	who	wish	to	find	
out	more	about	TDChristian	High	School.

Everyone’s invited!

“Your Notice”

APPRECIATION 
BREAKFAST
In	late	February	TDChristian	
held	its	fourth	annual		
Appreciation	Breakfast	for	
pastors	and	ministry	leaders.	
It’s	an	opportunity	to	thank	
ministry	partners,	to	brain-
storm	and	discuss	student	
spiritual	formation,	and	to	
share	about	TDChristian.	It	
was	exciting	to	see	many		
new	faces!	Please	invite		
your	pastor	to	our	next		
Appreciation	Breakfast	on	
Tuesday,	February	26,	2019.	

5.5* Ways




