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 or the past decade, we at TDChristian have emphasized
 project-based and service learning. Projects require students 
to take what they know, think about ways to apply it, and 
then apply it. An authentic project is one that benefits others; 
it often takes the form of service, which has become a staple 
of education at TD. Through project-based learning, including 
service trips, we inspire and teach students to “walk their talk”.

	 In	the	past	year	and	a	half	we’ve	also	begun	to	emphasize	the	need	to	“talk		
our	walk”,	encouraging	and	teaching	students	to	communicate	their	learning.		
Our	secular	world	needs	to	hear	what	our	students	know,	understand,	and	think,	
and	how	they	apply	that	authentically.	And	as	Christians,	we	are	called	to	tell	
others	what	we	are	doing	and	why.	
	 Presentations	of	Learning,	or	PoLs,	are	a	way	for	us	to	work	towards	that	goal.	
They	have	become	essential	elements	of	all	TD	courses,	helping	students	to	share	
their	learning	in	effective	and	personal	ways.	In	PoLs,	the	onus	is	on	the	students	
to	let	others	know,	in	a	way	that	is	intelligible	and	engaging,	what		
they	themselves	have	learned	or	are	learning.	
	 This	issue	of	@TD	highlights	the	diverse	ways	students	“talk	their	walk”.		
To	experience	it	first-hand,	visit us during the day on Thursday, June 7, for our 
third Presentations Day at TD.

F
                                        by William Groot

Pig Dissections, 
Burning Bills, 
and ISUs

. . .teaching students  
     to “walk their talk”

Angelo (right) waits in the Metro Morning green room with Taylor Gunn, President of CIVIX, 
the charity behind the Ontario Student Budget Consultation.

TD on 
CBC Radio

www.tdchristian.ca

From pigs…

 …to art

(above) Grade 10 
students Valerie  
Bouwers and Emily 
Hendriks present  
an advertisement
they created for  
Grade 10 English.

Grade 11 students  
Kelsie Tari, Liberti Todd, 
and Melanie Simon-
Rasiah dissect a pig  
in Biology class.

Senior Art students 
participate in ISU 
presentations  
exploring famous  
artists and art 
techniques.

Grade 12 student Ashley Lim 
performs a chemistry experiment 
that involves setting a bill on fire.

TD on CBC Radio On Friday, March 23, Grade 10 student 
Angelo Duraisingam was interviewed live on CBC’s Metro Morning, Toronto’s most  
listened to morning show. Angelo discussed how his Environmental Block Civics class 
took part in the Ontario Student Budget Consultation, where students from across the 
province provided feedback on financial issues to the Hon. Dwight Duncan, Ontario 
Minister of Finance. To hear the audio, click the link at www.tdchristian.ca.
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Minister of Finance. To hear the audio, click the link at www.tdchristian.ca.
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Grade 10 
Students  
Offer 
Biblical 
Expositions
by John Terpstra, 
Old Testament teacher

Teaching	the	Old	Testament	is	exciting!	Together,	teacher	and	students	discover	God’s	
magnificent	love	for	and	involvement	with	his	creation,	and	the	ongoing	drama	of	his	plan	
to	redeem	it.	But	beyond	studying	the	content	and	themes	of	the	Bible,	a	key	part	of	our	
Old	Testament	course	is	learning	basic	principles	of	how	to	exegete	Scripture	responsibly	
and	with	integrity.	
	 Each	student	in	the	class	chooses	a	difficult	passage	from	the	Old	Testament.	Using	a	
variety	of	translations	and	biblical	study	tools,	they	come	to	some	understanding	about	
what	the	text	meant	in	its	original	context	and	how	it	applies	to	Christian	living	today.		
The	end	result	is	a	one-page	expository	“sermonette”	which	the	student	formally	presents	
to	the	rest	of	the	class.		
	 All	of	these	expositions	are	then	printed	and	bound	into	a	class	devotional,	and	finally,	
a	select	group	of	five	or	six	students	share	their	work	with	the	larger	community.	Recently	
at	one	of	these	events,	a	number	of	pastors	came	to	listen	and	offer	feedback.	Rev.	John	
Tenyenhuis,	one	of	the	attendees,	commended	students	for	having	chosen	powerful,	
challenging	passages	that	raised	deep	theological	questions.	
	 Come	hear	our	students	share	their	understanding	of	the	Old	Testament	at	the	next	
Presentations	Day	on	June	7.	

“…powerful, challenging 
passages that raised deep 
theological questions”.

Doors Open  
Vaughan:  
a different  
sort of PoL
by Lauren Bouwers, 
Grade 10 Environmental  
Block student

Lauren led Green Building tours as part of her 
Presentation grade in her Grade 10 Environmental 
Studies Block class. She is also a co-leader of 
TD’s new Enviro Club, and recently joined other 
environmental student leaders in York Region  
to meet with the Mayor of Markham.
	 Doors	Open	Vaughan	was	an	outstanding	
experience	for	me.	I	really	enjoy	talking	and	meeting	
people,	so	I	knew	I’d	like	leading	tours.	Doors	
Open	Vaughan	is	“a	program	designed	to	create	
access,	awareness,	and	excitement	about	culture	in	
communities,	and	to	provide	residents	and	visitors	
with	a	unique	opportunity	to	explore	and	enjoy	
sometimes	hidden	and	always	interesting	places		
and	spaces”.	
	 I	spent	the	whole	day	leading	groups	of	5	to	15	
people	of	all	ages	through	TDChristian,	showing	
them	the	school’s	great	new	environmental	features	
and	explaining	how	they	work.	Each	tour	lasted	
about	30	minutes;	when	it	was	over,	I	would	say	
goodbye	to	one	group	and	hello	to	another.	That		
was	the	best	part	of	it!	
	 The	difference	between	leading	tours	and	learning	
about	green	buildings	in	a	classroom	is	that	on	a	tour,	
you	actually	get	to	see	and	experience	the	different	
environmental	features	as	reality,	whereas	in	a	
classroom	you	can	only	see	pictures.	Doors	Open		
was	an	incredible	learning	opportunity.

Echo Chamber in 
Room 30? Grade 11 
Physics to the Rescue!
by Dave Robinson, Physics teacher

The	rooms	in	TD’s	recent	expansion	are	large,	
beautiful,	and	open,	and	allow	for	a	lot	of	creativity	
in	their	use.	But	their	Achilles’	heel	is	sound	
management.	Mr.	Vriend’s	classroom	(Room	30),	for	
instance,	has	a	spectacular	view	of	the	outdoors,	
a	bank	of	computers,	and	curtains	and	lights	for	
presentations,	but	it	also	has	a	very	inconvenient	
echo.
	 Fortunately,	the	Waves	and	Sound	unit	is	a	major	
piece	of	the	Grade	11	Physics	curriculum.	Using	what	
they	learned,	students	in	that	class	undertook	to	
tame	Vriend’s	room	by	designing	and	constructing	
panels	that	either	absorbed	the	sound	energy,	
diffused	it,	or	a	combination	of	both.	
	 First,	each	group	claimed	an	area	of	the	room.	
Next,	they	had	to	convince	Mr.	Vriend	that	they	
could	make	a	strong,	beautiful,	and	functional	panel.	
Once	he	gave	them	the	green	light,	they	faced	the	
challenge	of	actually	doing	the	work.	It	was	an	
integrated	authentic	project	that	involved	significant	
levels	of	time	management,	technical	understanding,	
problem	solving,	and	presentation	skills.	
	 Drop	by	Room	30	and	check	out	the	students’	
sound-absorbing	solutions	as	they	are	installed	over	
the	remainder	of	the	school	year.

Echo EchoEcho

PoLs: Green Industries by Jerry Klompmaker, teacher 

Green Industries is an innovative new TD course that helps students develop 
knowledge and skills related to agriculture, forestry, horticulture, and 
landscaping. Students in Green Industries were required to do Presentations  
of Learning (PoLs) on three occasions.

	 The	first	PoL	involved	researching	a	local	plant.	Students	had	to	
find	(or	take)	an	image	of	it,	present	some	of	its	features,	and	explain	
how	it	interacts	with	its	ecosystem	and	how	it	is	used	by	humans.	
Evaluation	focused	on	the	categories	of	Knowledge	and	Thinking—
that	is,	factual	content	and	preparation.	Students	were	also	assessed	
on	Communication,	including	eye	contact,	body	language,	and	pacing.	
They	did	well,	some	incorporating	humour	into	their	presentations	
with	great	effect.
	 In	the	second	case,	students	presented	their	favourite	project	of	
the	year,	describing	what	they	had	done,	what	they	had	learned,	and	
how	they	could	use	those	skills	elsewhere.	Evaluation	covered	more	

criteria	this	time:	the	Thinking	category	included	practising	the	presentation	in	front	of	
peers—something	that	few	did,	though	it	could	have	paid	off	for	some!	The	category	of	
Application	was	also	added,	and	was	assessed	on	the	basis	of	outdoor	work	done	during	
class,	project	planning,	and	skills	gained.
	 The	third	set	of	PoLs	involved	research	into	a	particular	area	of	Green	Industries,	and	
this	time	students	delivered	their	presentations	to	one	another.	Topics	included	the	
Alberta	Tar	Sands,	early	Ontario	logging	practices,	moss	and	how	to	build	a	terrarium	with	
it,	flying	squirrels,	and	various	plants	native	to	Ontario,	among	others.	All	categories	were	
evaluated,	and	it	was	clear	that	students	had	developed	not	only	in	their	understanding	
and	skills,	but	in	their	ability	to	share	them	with	others.		
	 I	enjoyed	working	with	these	talented	students;	they	did	a	good	job	of	teaching	me		
and	their	classmates	through	their	PoLs!

Cafe in the Atrium
by Marjorie Helder, English teacher

 Earlier this year, Grade 12 Business students joined forces with English 
students to create a cafe for friends and family at one of TD’s open house 
events.
 In the casual atmosphere of the cafe that took shape in the school’s 
bright atrium, guests enjoyed their favourite beverages and desserts while 
taking in a wide variety of student presentations. These included poetry, 
movies, essays, ads, magazines, and slide shows, as well as games and 
dioramas based on books the students had read.
 The experience allowed Business students to work as a team and take 
ownership of the event. They determined the expectations, and then 
followed through on the various steps—organizing refreshments, setting 
up and decorating the space, creating a program, and working the sound 
system. The result was a successfully hosted event.
 For English students, it was an opportunity to publicly celebrate their 
work and develop confidence in their presentation skills.
 The cafe was well received by its audience. We teachers were impressed 
by the flow and smoothness of the event, the attractiveness of the venue, 
and the interesting and diverse presentations. All in all, a wonderful 
celebration of God-given gifts. 
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Science 10 Hosts Mini-Conference
by Vivian Templeton, Science department head

To	present	their	learning	this	year	in	biology,	chemistry,	earth	science,	and	physics,	the	Grade	10	Science	class	
hosted	a	mini-conference.	The	presentations,	which	students	made	to	small	groups	of	their	peers,	covered	
topics	ranging	from	lung	disease	to	astronomy	to	science	careers	(for	example,	veterinary	technologist).
	 Set	up	in	science-fair	fashion,	the	event	imitated	the	structure	of	many	professional	science	conferences.	
Each	student	brought	an	object	or	poster	to	illustrate	their	presentation	and	addressed	groups	of	fellow	
students	who	rotated	through	the	exhibits.	The	observers,	in	turn,	asked	questions	of	the	presenters	and	
offered	feedback.
	 Students	were	able	to	develop	their	presentation	skills	and	build	their	confidence	in	a	comfortable	setting	
with	a	small	audience,	and	all	of	them	met	with	a	good	measure	of	success.	Attendees	enjoyed	it	too:	when	
students	are	allowed	to	pursue	a	topic	that	captures	their	interest,	their	passion	is	contagious!

	 The	
“	Greatest		
	 Canadian”		
	 Debate	
	 by Richard Vanderkloet, 
 History teacher 

	 In	groups	of	three,	
Grade	10	students	in	
the	French-History	Block	
class	chose	a	famous	
Canadian	from	the	past	
100	years	to	defend	as	
“The	Greatest	Canadian	
ever”.	Several	groups	
debated	the	merits	
of	their	respective	
nominees	before	their	
classmates,	with	each	
group	member	playing	
a	different	part.	First,	
one	student	from	each	
group	gave	a	speech	en 
français	extolling	their	
candidate’s	virtues.	Then	
a	second	student	from	
each	group	explained,	
likewise	en français,	
why	the	other	group’s	
nominee	was	not	worthy	
of	the	honour.	Finally,	
the	third	member	of	
each	group	restated	
their	own	candidate’s	
merits	and	rebutted	the	
other	group’s	attempt	
to	discredit	him	or	her.	
All	speeches	were	given	
sans	notes	or	cue	cards.	
Afterwards,	the	rest	of	
the	class	voted	on	which	
group	had	been	most	
convincing.
	 As	there	were	30	
students	in	the	class,	
this	process	occurred	
three	times,	resulting	
in	three	finalists.	Ms	
Vanderkooy’s	Grade	
12	French	class	served	
as	judges	for	the	final	
round.
	 The	three	finalists?	
David	Suzuki,	Oscar	
Peterson,	and	Romeo	
Dallaire.	The	winner?	
Romeo	Dallaire.
	 Students	were	
amazed	at	their	ability	to	
defend	a	position	with	
conviction	and	clarity	
in	French.	The	Grade	
12	French	class	was	
very	impressed,	and	the	
teachers	were	delighted	
to	see	the	energy	and	
passion	devoted	to	the	
exercise.	It	was	a	great	
learning	experience	for	
all!

	 The	
“	Greatest		
	 Canadian”		
	 Debate	

Grade 11 students 
Luke Otten and Dean 
Dieleman try to sell 
the audience on their 
construction business.

Grade 11 student 
Alessandro Tatangelo 
explains how his business, 
Red Hot Sporting Goods, 
will compete against  
other sports stores.

Grade 11 students  
Mara Barbieri and Laura 
Khani pitch their Italian 
Bombe Cake Café to  
the audience.

Dragon’s
Den

Are You In or  
Are You Out?  
Entrepreneurship PoLs
by Tim Buwalda, Entrepreneurial Studies teacher

In Entrepreneurial Studies, students 
spend a semester brainstorming, creating, 
and planning imaginary businesses. This 
year there were bakeries, a contractor, 
landscaping companies, a sports store, 
portrait photography, and more.
	 The	plans	were	finished	on	paper,	but	then	it	was	
time	to	share	them	with	an	audience.	One	by	one,	
as	in	the	television	show	“Dragon’s	Den”,	students	
presented	their	business	plans	to	a	crowd	of	parents	
and	fellow	students.	Each	pitch	covered	details	such	
as	operations,	marketing,	competitive	strategies,		
and	financial	projections.
	 The	audience,	acting	as	investors,	asked	
questions	and	decided	which	businesses	they	felt	
most	comfortable	investing	in.	The	instantaneous	
feedback	enabled	students	to	learn	where	their	plans	
succeeded	and	where	they	fell	flat.	In	the	end,	a	pet	
hotel	and	a	hair	salon	earned	the	most	confidence	
from	the	audience.
	 In	business,	it’s	easy	to	get	tunnel	vision.	
Presentations	of	Learning	made	the	whole	venture-
planning	experience	more	authentic	for	students		
as	they	got	to	see	their	businesses	through	the		
eyes	of	others.	

Dragon’s Den arrives at TD Echo EchoEcho
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Alumni 

News 
    td
Attention Alumni!
Please keep us posted 
regarding reunions, 
marriages, births, career 
moves, and any other 
important milestones. 
Simply e-mail alumni@
tdchristian.ca. Don’t worry 
if you’re late in reporting  
– we’re still interested!

• Marriages
•	 Sarah de Bruyn	(01)	and	

Casey	Palmer,	May	28,	
2011.	

•	 Andrea Mount	(02)	and	
Mat	Dingman,	June	26,	
2010.		

•	 Derek Pitman	(05)	and	
Manada	Richardson,		
July	16,	2011.

• Births
•	 Aaron	(00)	and	Beccy	

Sikkema	had	their	first	
baby,	Olivia	Grace,		
July	30,	2011.

•	 Garrett	(03)	and	Angela	
Prins	were	blessed	on	
August	9,	2011	with	the	
birth	of	their	son	Jacob.

•	 Andrea	(Mount,	02)	
and	Mat	Dingman	(see	
Marriages)	welcomed	
their	first	baby,	Chloe	
Matalyn,	November	
24,	2009.	Little	brother	
Lowel	Christopher	was	
born	May	18,	2011.

• Reunion
•	 Attention,	Class of 82!	

You	are	invited	to	a	30th	
reunion	celebration	
at	TDCH	on	Saturday,	
April	21,	2012.	For	
details	contact	Elaine	
(Weening)	Van	Dyk	at	
ek.vandyk@live.com.
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Upcoming Events
2012	

Friday,	April	20,	7 pm
TDChristian Elementary 
School Band Festival Concert

Thursday,	April	26,	7 pm
Membership Meeting

Saturday,	April	28,	9 am - 1 pm
Spring Rummage Sale

Thursday,	May	3,	6:30 to 8:30 pm
Open House & Personal Tours

Friday,	May	4,	7 pm
Ontario Christian High Schools 
Choral Festival Concert

Thursday,	May	10,	9 am to noon
Grandparents’ Day

Thursday,	May	24,	7 pm
Spring Concert  

Thursday,	May	31,	June	1,	7 pm
and	June	2,	2	pm	and	7 pm 
Upper Level Drama

Thursday,	June	7,	8:30 am - 3 pm
Presentations Day

Tuesday,	June	26,	7 pm
Commencement
Bramalea	Baptist	Church	
9050	Dixie	Road,	Brampton

TDChristian is in the social networking universe.  
Go to our website at tdchristian.ca to read our blog,  
or follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/tdchristian. 

          …William brings enthusiasm, 
creativity, and near-boundless  
energy to the role.

 William Groot

TD Hires a  
New Principal! 
by Debbie Sawczak, Board and Search Committee member 

When Ren Siebenga, TD’s gifted long-time leader, announced 
he would retire after the 2010-2011 school year, the Board 
spent considerable time discussing options. We were intent  
on maintaining the school’s vision, direction, and momentum.
	 One	idea	was	to	let	an	Interim	Leadership	Team	take	
charge	for	2011-2012,	with	Ren	as	consultant	and	mentor.		
This	would	give	the	Board	another	year	to	find	a	new	
principal,	and	potential	internal	candidates	a	chance	to	
discover	whether	they	wanted	the	job.	With	the	input	of		
VPs	William	Groot	and	Tim	Bentum,	a	plan	was	developed		
for	the	two	of	them	to	lead	TD	through	to	fall	2012.	
Meanwhile,	the	Search	Committee	began	advertising,	hired	
Larry	Kooi	of	Christian	Schools	International	to	help	scout		
out	suitable	candidates,	and	solicited	suggestions	from	
Christian	educators	familiar	with	TD’s	unique	character.	
	 By	early	2012	we	had	several	serious	applicants	and	

decided,	via	exploratory	telephone	interviews,	which	ones	to	pursue	further;	
William,	having	successfully	navigated	four	months	as	interim	principal,	was	
among	the	applicants.	After	in-depth	interviews	with	William	and	three	
other	select	candidates,	the	committee	brought	his	name	to	the	Board,	who	
interviewed	him	in	turn	and	offered	him	the	position.	He	accepted.	
	 We	are	delighted!	A	life-long	learner	with	the	willingness	to	risk,	William	
brings	enthusiasm,	creativity,	and	near-boundless	energy	to	the	role.	With	his	
exceptional	organizational	ability,	thirty-plus	years	of	experience	as	an	educator,	
and	deep	commitment	to	the	TD	community,	he	inspires	the	confidence	of	staff,	
students,	and	parents	alike.	William’s	leadership	has	been	greatly	appreciated		
so	far	this	year,	and	we	look	forward	to	working	with	him	to	further	develop		
the	vision	at	TDChristian.

50 for 50

50 for 50

50 for 50

 50 for	50
In 2012-13, we plan to celebrate 50 years of Christian education at  
Toronto District Christian High School. As part of the celebration we will 
be sharing stories from alumni and current students, as well as parents, 
teachers, staff, community members, and other supporters. We invite you 
to share your story. Our aim is to gather 50 stories from all five decades  
of our history, but there may be more or fewer.  We are looking for  
stories in these categories:

1. Where Are They Now?	
	 (how	former	students,	teachers,	and	other	staff	were	led	to	where		
	 they	are	now	from	their	years	at	TD)	

2. TD’s Thread through the Life of a Family	
	 (no	matter	how	long	you	have	been	involved	with	TD,	tell	us	the		 	
	 impact	on	your	family)

3. Significant Learning Moments or Courses 
	 (from	your	time	at	TD)

 Send your submission of 400 words or less to tdstories@
tdchristian.ca, and don’t be afraid to encourage others to tell 
their story or to alert us to good stories we can pursue! The 
idea is to publish some of the stories on the TD website next 
year, and possibly in book form as well. Alumna and current 
parent Debbie Sawczak (Smith, ‘77) will be the editor.

“Did You Know?”
Earlier this year, teacher Marjorie Helder’s Grade 9  
Geography class was studying earthquakes. She  
arranged a live Skype video session with her sister  
MaryJane Helder, a teacher who lives in an earthquake 
zone on the coast of BC. 


