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Nota Bene

			

- W. Groot

We are into October! Praise God. We are thankful for the work done to get to this point and we are excited about the
possibilities moving forward. Our hope and plan are to open the new building for the start of Quad 2 on November 13.
On Tuesday, students walked out through the new foyer as cladding was being installed by the commons room entrance.
The finishing touches are progressing in earnest. While these add beauty to the building, they are only meaningful if the
foundation is firm.
In a similar way, the classrooms and spaces of the school come to life only if the curriculum is strong. At TDChristian, we
teach from a viewpoint, a perspective, that acknowledges God’s work in creation and his imagebearers. We attempt to
examine all of life and creation through a biblical lens while stretching students to learn to the best of their abilities.
As we near the middle of this first quadmester, I am reminded of the excellent teaching, the passion of the staff and the
perseverance and grit of many students. We are helping them build a solid foundation for future work and learning.
In short, I see learning for service in the light of God’s Word throughout the school. It makes me glad. We will continue
pushing forward with purpose and in faith.
Yesterday, we had a Practice Remote Learning Day. At 1:45 p.m., the staff met in groups to share how it went: what
went well, and how we might improve. Overall, it was a good day of learning. I would like to emphasize that in-school
expectations remain the same for remote learning: students should arrive to class on time via Zoom, they should be
attentive, their faces should be fully seen on the screen, and the name on the screen should be theirs. In addition,
students should be appropriate dressed and, if possible, at a desk or table. In short, they should be ready for learning.
Two-minute surveys were sent to parents/guardians and students. Please take time to complete them, if you have not
done so, yet. Thank you to those of you who have.

Learning Commons: Get Academic Support Daily

			

- M. Jaworski

From Monday to Thursday, homework help is available! Homework Club runs from 1:45 to 3:15 p.m. in the Learning
Commons/Library. Students need to be picked up by 3:30 p.m. Teachers from all subject areas are available to support
you. For information or to sign up for regular help, email jaworski@tdchristian.ca or knibbe@tdchristian.ca. See you there!

Project 20/20

						

- L. Fernhout

We are close to opening the doors of the new Project 20/20 space! Watch your mailboxes for the next @TD newsletter to
get more details on how you might see it. Our students will begin using the entire building, the Lord willing, on Nov. 13, the
first day of Quad 2.
While the building is nearing completion, the campaign continues. We are working together to ensure that TDChristian is
in a strong financial position to continue helping students learn for service in the light of God’s Word.
CURRENT NEEDS are listed on the next page.
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1. Project 20/20 Campaign: tdchristian.ca/giving or use the pledge form at tdchristian.ca/project2020.
2. The Giving Catalogue, tdchristian.ca/givingcatalogue, highlights specific items for the new addition.
3. Since the last Fridge Door, the rest of the $25,000 matching gift came in! We now have $50,000 for the sound
and lighting system for the Presentation Centre.
4. We have $2,500 of the $4,100 needed for the Saw Stop Table saw. We need $1,300 – as with #3 every
donation. What can and will you contribute?
5. Kristina’s Wish seat campaign: $23,200 has been raised – over 85 donors thus far. This is enough to purchase
21 seats at $1,070 per seat. 206 seats are still needed. To donate go to tdchristian.ca/wish.

Fire Hall Thrift Store Update including Volunteer Opportunities

- P. Haffenden

Thank you to the over 25 families, thus far, who have signed up to volunteer. A crew will be at the thrift store on
Saturday to begin cleaning, stocking, and sorting.
There is still need for more volunteers!. As we progress, so will the need for specific help (e.g. a person or persons to
check electronics before we sell them, people to pick up items). Continue to read the Fridge Door for opportunities.
Together we can make this happen! If you have items to donate, please sign up online, as per Edsby messages, as
due to the pandemic and storage limitations, we are accepting donations by appointment only.

What’s Upcoming?
Quad 1 Project Day is Friday, October 9. Students stay home to work on two-hour long projects (four hours, in total)
for each of their two classes.
Thanksgiving Day is Monday, October 12 and there will be no school.
Learning Reports will be posted in Edsby after 3 p.m. on Tuesday, October 13.
Fall Open House is Thursday, October 22 at 6:30 p.m.
Student Photo Retake Day is Friday, October 23. If you are unhappy with your child’s pictures, missed the first time
around or want to order photos, this is your day to ensure they are taken or payment and ordering is done.
Grade 12 Grad Photos begin Friday, October 23 and continue into the following week to ensure the best chance for
getting photos done. Cleaning and distancing protocols will be in place. An email with more information will be sent to
grade 12 students and their families/homestays/guardians including instructions about how to sign up for a time slot.
New Members Meeting is Tuesday, October 27 at 7 p.m. by Zoom. If you are interested in learning about and/or
becoming a voting member of TDChristian contact Lynne Elliott at elliott@tdchristian.ca.
Annual Edvance Conference (for Christian School Teachers) is Thursday, October 29. This is a Quad 1 Work
Day for students to catch up on any work at home that needs to be completed for the end of the quadmester and to
prepare for Final Evaluations that may occur any time before or on November 10.
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Friday, October 30 is a PD Day for staff to assess how things are going and make adjustments in this new way of
schooling.
High School Culture Zoom Meeting on Thursday, November 5 at 7 p.m. More details to come.
Last Day of Regular Classes for Quad 1 is Monday, November 9.
Final Evaluations Days for Quad 1 are Tuesday, November 10 and Wednesday, November 11. Most students will
be done on Tuesday. On Wednesday, teachers will be complete Quad 1 marking and writing Learning Reports.
Turnaround Day is Thursday, November 12. Students stay home while teachers prepare for Quad 2.
First day of Quad 2 is Friday, November 13.

Praise & Petition

			

- E. Dengerink/M. Laswick

We are very thankful that the first three weeks of school have gone very well. An incredible amount of learning is
taking place each day! Students and teachers are adjusting to the new routines and protocols. Please pray that
TDChristian is able continue with in-school classes and that students are able to make positive social connections.
It is very exciting to see the final changes happening to the new addition! The front entrance looks fabulous and
very inviting. We are thankful that we will have occupancy for the new part of the building in October. We praise God
for support from community members, parents, staff, and students as we continue to learn for service in the light of
God’s Word.

School Culture									

- J. Dykxhoorn

We have had three assemblies so far this year. Each one can be viewed on the TDCH Woodbridge YouTube
Channel. The third assembly premiered today. Check out what is happening in and at the school.
In our Grade Advisory groups, in addition to providing information on how things have gone and what we might do
to improve, students have shared some of the losses experienced since the start of the pandemic. Sports teams,
inside and outside of school, have been cancelled. Trips have been lost. Things they look forward to most about
school such as hanging out with friends or going out for lunch aren’t currently permitted.
A way that we hope to help is by offering online or physically distanced clubs including Bible Study, Linguistics, Art,
Improv Team, Book and The Writers’ Guild. It’s a great way to connect. If you have a club idea, please send Mr.
Dykxhoorn an Edsby message.
Recently, I came across a documentary on Netflix called, ‘The Social Dilemma.’ This 2020 documentary explores
the dangerous human impact of social networking, with tech experts sounding the alarm on their own creations.
The top tech experts, some of which have worked for Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram discuss what factors may be
leading to the decrease in self-esteem, and increasing number of teens/young people suffering from anxiety and
depression.
There is often hyperbole found within documentaries. However, this one, I think has merit. I encourage you and your
family to watch and discuss the film. While there are a lot of positive uses for social media, this film shines a light
into some of the shadows that might also exist.

Fall Food Drive for the Good Shepherd Centre					
TDChristian will be supporting the Good Shepherd Centre’s Harvest for Hunger Fall Food Drive. Although our
students will not likely make their annual trips to our service placements, this is one way we can assist one of our
service trip partners.
Students should bring items in to the main office. We will ensure they get delivered. See more information on a page
near the end of this week’s Fridge Door. Thank you, ahead of time, for your generosity.

Volunteering Opportunities							
1. See the Fire Hall Thrift section (earlier in this edition). People are needed to pick up, sort, and set up.
2. Help clean TDChristian this Saturday, October 5 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Ten people are needed to help make our
new addition sparkle and shine. Email facilities@tdchristian.ca. Space is limited.
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Honour Roll 2020-21
Every year, we have people ask about the TDChristian Honour Roll. The criteria below will be found in the new
Family & Student Handbook to be posted next week.
Grade 12: Honour Roll students will be those who take at least seven credits at TDChristian during the school year
and achieve an average of 85% using all their courses (total weighted marks divided by the number of credits).
Grades 9, 10 and 11: At the end of the school year, the overall average grade of students who took at least eight
credits at TDChristian during the school year will be calculated (total weighted marks divided by the number of
credits). Students whose average is in the top 25% will be on the Honour Roll.

Transportation									

- J. Dykxhoorn

Routes continue to run well and arrive on time. Bus drivers report that they are pleased with the job students have
done wearing their masks on the bus. They, and we, also want to stress the importance of continuing to do so.
As cases of COVID rise throughout the province, we are reminded of the importance for students to remain vigilant
in protecting themselves and others by wearing masks and staying in designated seats. Students are encouraged
to speak up when they see peers not wearing their masks properly and to remind them, in a kind and direct way, to
keep their masks on. We love school at school; by working together on the bus we can help keep it this way.

Admissions 							

		

- P. Schuurman

The admissions cycle for 2021-22 is beginning in earnest with our Fall Open House on Thursday, October 22,
starting at 6:30 pm. Please join us! If you know of families who would like to explore high school options, please
pass along information about TDChristian. Direct them to tdchristian.ca. More details will follow in the Oct. 15 Fridge
Door. To inquire about admissions or RSVP to this event email Patty Schuurman at schuurman@tdchristian.ca.
Spread the word around! TDChristian is the place to be!

From the Finance Office							

- M. Rosie

If you have questions for the finance office, you can reach Meg Rosie at mrosie@tdchristian.ca or at extension 214.

Board Matters		

- Brad Van Laare, Chair

Hi from the Board!
As school swings into the new year, the Board officially starts its annual cycle. As mentioned in the previous Fridge
Door update, the Board is pivoting from Project 20/20 into the next phase of what God has in store for TDChristian.
As we look to the future (3 to 5 years), on what should we focus? We will answer this question by developing a
comprehensive school plan which includes strategic themes, objectives, activities, and measurements.
The strategic planning process will be guided by a third party consultant who has a strong resume and history in
helping other Christian Schools and Organizations in developing such plans. Key to it will be a carefully chosen
group of stakeholders including Board and Leadership Team members, staff, parents/guardians, and students.
Our goal is to create the plan this fall and winter and share it at our Spring Membership Meeting in April. We ask that
you would please pray for this process.

Grade 11 Mentorship			

				

- W. Groot

The new Mentorship program has begun. Students in Quadmester 1’s Grade 11 English and Perspectives classes
are completing mentorship placements during one of the Practice Remote Learning Day, the Quad 1 Project Day,
PD, and Work Day. After students connect with an adult for five or more hours in a place where they learn, volunteer,
and/or further discover God’s call in their lives, they complete a journal-like assignment, and do a class presentation.
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Falcon’s Perch 									

- C. Hoving

As we anticipate when we can begin to return to sport, we know that some of our athletes are beginning the early
phases of returning to their club teams including practising and conditioning.
For all students, this is an encouragement to continue to find ways to be active and make time for it especially now
that we have returned to school. Go for a walk, spend time in your backyard, do an online workout. It does not need
to be complicated; it will be a huge benefit to your mental health and, in turn, help with your learning.

Music Notes 				

		

- K. Hayward

Parents or guardians of students who are interested in being a part of our TDChristian music groups (choir, band,
praise band, or jazz band) or in-school vocal lessons should review the information sent out to the community last
week. Interested students must sign up using the two-minute survey found at: surveymonkey.com/r/JRGYLGL.
If you have questions about the music program, email Mr. Hayward at hayward@tdchristian.ca.

Guidance Corner										

- E. Dengerink

GRADE 12 STUDENTS: Beginning next week, Mrs. Dengerink will be connecting with students via Edsby
to schedule a guidance appointment. The goal is to discuss plans, answer questions and to set up follow up
appointments as needed. Students should prepare for the meeting by having questions ready. They are welcome to
take the initiative to connect with Mrs. Dengerink, if they would like to have a meeting sooner rather than later.
The Grade 12 Guidance Information Group has been set up in Edsby. Parents or guardians and students can see
information regarding important events, dates, scholarships, deadlines, virtual open houses, information sessions and
much more! Check the Edsby group regularly for information.
We are thankful that Marianne Deeks, our school therapist, is able to counsel students via Zoom. Students can be
referred by a parent, teacher, friend, or self refer. To set up an appointment please connect with Mrs. Dengerink.

Centre Stage

										

- R. Peters

As we get used to the new norms Covid-19 life, the drama program continues to adjust and adapt! Rehearsals have
begun for this year’s mainstage play, 39 Steps. We are super-excited to polish up this little gem for audiences.
Our Senior Improv Team is preparing for whatever this year throws at them! The Canadian Improv Games will be
moving online and should it still run, we will be ready!
This past week, the Senior Team ran an open practice with Grade Ten students, scouting for our next generation of
improvisers. Details regarding a Junior Team are being crunched and, should we get the green light, we will be announcing the roster next week.

Library Shelf: Do you have textbooks or library books at home?

- J. Knibbe

Due to unusual circumstances during the final semester of the last school year, several students have not yet
returned borrowed materials. There are many textbooks, classroom novels, and a few library books still to be brought
back to the library.
Please help us out by sending back or bringing any books that belong to TDChristian. Emails will be sent to students
and families as a reminder. Thank you for helping out by returning them now, rather than later.

TDChristian Archives

						

- J. Knibbe

We love to keep in contact with all of our alumni and send them the @TDChristian quarterlies! We encourage you to
send us your email address via alumni@tdchristian.ca.
We are looking for any information, programs, and photos about drama presentations at TDChristian for 1964-65,
1965-66, 1966-67, 1968-69, 1975-76, 1977-78, 1977-78, 1981-84, and 1987-88. Play programs, particularly for
these years, would be great additions to the archives. We can scan and return any items that you wish to keep.
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2020-21 School Directories			

				

- M. Laswick

Hard copies of this year’s school directories will be available next week. If you would like a copy, please e-mail
Marg at marg@tdchristian.ca and she will send one home with your child.

E-Block Update

			

- Elina Makrakis, Gr 10 Environmental Block student

Rare Yellow-billed Cuckoo observed at TDChristian!
I thought today would just be a normal day of helping with extra E-Block work after school; then, Mr. Freeman and
I stopped at the window and saw a bird [Editor’s note - bird = Yellow-Billed Cuckoo]. I had no clue why Mr. Freeman was so excited about it until he told me it was a super-rare bird that he had never seen before!
He told me to run and get Marg. I thought that was a little weird until I told her. When she started speed-walking
through the halls, I realized she had the same bird obsession as Mr. Freeman. Within minutes, there were three
teachers outside with me staring and taking pictures of a bird that looked completely normal to me, but somehow
blew all of the teacher’s minds.
Well, you learn something new every day and, today I learned how to get TD teachers hyped ... show them a bird!
From Mr. Freeman:
TDChristian was designated a birding “hotspot” several years ago by the Cornell University eBird program. Here
is the list of birds observed on TDChristian’s property: http://track.smtpsendemail.com/46227/c?p=4ZGRfskJ9xUnDjPvshzUol9bloqgATd1jqZ8v3cn51CZzFBXceHhLUq5qnx6OsGdUhLCM4gep6rcxyo4Mde31sHgtzBgJ8EDKzsKjE
bpz2J2ubad-Uvt726vNb2sIEQsCe5DaY6i_Cv-ET-4isyNvMEkv8loBKvBDKfE6Nb0oLo=
Photo Credit: Mr. Vriend (one of the hyped teachers)
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