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Beautiful
Season
As you’ll discover in
this issue of @td, this
spring brought not
only a wave of warmer
weather but also a
wave of exciting
events at TD: grand-
parents and other
school community 
members celebrated
groundbreaking in 
the construction of 
our new science wing;
15 students did some
intensive learning 
in the first-ever 
international co-op 
in Honduras; TD 
hosted the 33rd
annual Ontario
Christian High School
Choral Festival; the
Upper Level Drama
class prepared and
performed Neil Simon’s
popular play, Rumors;
and over 75% of 
TD’s 450 students
took active part in
extracurricular drama,
music, and athletic
programs!  

O

Groundbreaking Excitement: 
Project 2010 Gets Real
by Justin De Moor, VP Communications

n Thursday, May 7, under a bright blue sky and amid glorious green trees behind the school, 
the Groundbreaking Ceremony of Project 2010 took place. Since the ceremony was part of TD’s

annual Grandparents’ Day festivities, over 800 people representing three or four generations were
on hand to witness the official beginning of the construction phase of Project 2010. 

City of Vaughan Mayor Linda Jackson and other city and regional councillors offered their 
congratulations and best wishes for the construction. 

To show how far the school has come in almost 50 years, Board members Sophie Vandenberg and
Lynne Elliott read an excerpt from a 1964 Toronto Star article about the “Protestant school opening
in Woodbridge” and drew contrasts with the TD of today. 

Nancy Vanderkooi, a member of the school’s founding generation, shared some words from 
Psalm 90 about God’s steadfastness and faithfulness throughout the years. Current parent Priscilla
Ratcliffe, using words from Deuteronomy, shared God’s instruction to teach our children to know and
serve him. 

After current students Devon Flikkema and Shelby McClenny turned over the first shovelful of sod,
Board Chair John Meiboom invoked God’s blessing on the project and all that would flow from its
completion. The ceremony concluded with a singing of “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”
accompanied by the TD Concert Band. A barbecue followed, courtesy of the Student Activities Council.

It was a wonderful way to celebrate the beginning of construction on the new science wing. 
Lord willing, the expansion will be completed for September, 2009.

(left) City of
Vaughan
Mayor Linda
Jackson with
student Shelby
McClenny

Nancy Vanderkooi

Board members Sophie
Vandenberg (left) and
Lynne Elliott“…over three generations 

were on hand…”

Students Devon
Flikkema and Shelby
McClenny
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t the end of April a team of 15 students, two 
alumni, and I returned from a two-month

adventure in Honduras. For these two months we
lived atypically, often on the road by 6:30 a.m. and 
at work by 7. By mid-afternoon our workday was
over, but daily life was not: clothes needed to be
handwashed, dorm chores needed to be done, 
dinner needed to be served, and dishes needed to 
be washed (usually a two-hour process). In our down
time we journalled in hammocks, went running, 
and played Ultimate frisbee and soccer. We spent
time alone and with our neighbours, figuring out
ourselves and each other. We laughed and cried. 
We spent time reflecting on the beauty to be found
in Canadian life while experiencing another beauty
in Honduran life, often against a background of 
guitar and singing. It was a foreign life that we loved
and appreciated at the time and direly miss upon 
our return.

It was like living our Social
Justice class, with all the issues
right there for us to directly 
connect with and help.

Joey VanderKooi

“Just Being”in Honduras
by Rachael Weening, Teacher

Each of the students worked at four different 
rotations: a medical clinic, an orphanage construction
site, a high school, and a farm. These rotations
exposed students to a plethora of learning 
experiences we could never recreate in Canada.
Students took part in surgeries, taught remote 
village children about hygiene, led high school 
classes in English, Art, and Phys Ed, ran an Ultimate
frisbee camp in the local village, handed out 
shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child, painted
murals in village schools, dug trenches for water
pipes on a mountainside, planted coffee, mudded
the walls of a fish pond, built a trellis by the river,
farmed steep slopes, and made adobe bricks for 
a neighbour’s house. Even through these tasks, 
however, the theme of ’just being’ continually 
resonated. Though hard and fast-paced, our labour
always had an authentic purpose, and each day it
came to an end, leaving time for life. People, not
tasks, were the priority.

Honduras

A

Honduras
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A common theme in debriefing has been the
struggle to integrate aspects of Honduran life into
Canadian society. In our Honduran life there was
time to just be, but in Canada there is time only 
to do. If you’re not accomplishing something, 
furthering yourself, and getting things done, 
you’re wasting time. Spending time alone or with
neighbours, journalling, laughing, and learning to
know each other lets you fall behind, and so is not
acceptable here. This has been, overwhelmingly, 
the biggest life lesson learned.

The word “compassion” means “suffering with”.
This trip taught us a great deal about compassion.
We worked alongside our Honduran friends and met
them where they were, learning to work with them,
not for them. We learned that the North American
way is not necessarily the right way, and that our
notions of efficiency are irrelevant in a different 
context. Speaking about compassion, student Jeff
observed, “In order to truly learn about culture, or
even learn anything about a person, you need to 
go through what they go through–suffer with them,
work with them. Be with them.” We entered the 
culture making assumptions about Hondurans and
how they live, but this is not compassion. We had 
to take the time to ’just be’ in order to truly grasp
them and their culture. According to Sabrina
Ramdas, “You can’t just label people as ’Third World’.
By allowing myself to be in different situations, 
I learned so many different, exciting things, and it
helped me get to know people so much more.” 

And that is what this trip was
about: people. Canadians, Hondurans,
classmates, workmates, leaders,
teachers. Friends. People. 

We learned to truly be with people.

You are invited to attend the

INTERNATIONAL CO-OP IN
HONDURAS: EXHIBITION AND
PRESENTATION NIGHT

Tuesday, June 16 
beginning at 7 p.m. at TD

Hear more about the incredible
experiences the participants had 
and more of what they learned 
during their 8 weeks in Honduras. 

Instead of sitting at a desk reading
about culture and language, we
were thrown into it.

Sabrina Ramdas

HondurasEveryone on this trip said,
at various times, “Wow! That
amazes me! I never knew that!”
However, rarely would there be
more than three people saying 
it at the same time, because
everyone found different things
entertaining to learn about.

Justin Olthof

I learned differently there 
than I think I would have in class.
I learned about myself and the
beauty of God’s creation.

Kevin Verkaik

                 



Jeffrey Ashton Michael Atkins Jake Authors Sofie Bedard Kyle Beishuizen Anna Bergsma Robyn Bishop Amanda Boonstra 

Brooke DeAngelis Onofrio DeFina Carlie Dekkema Kari Dengerink Joshua DeRooy Michael F. DeVries Michael J. DeVries Courtney Edskes 

Raymond Fok Kyara Geerlinks Evan Greidanus Daniel Groot Emily Groot Nancy Gulizia Hans Han Ben Hartholt 

Renee Lycklama Simon MacKenzie Laurie Martens Jason Normandin Prince Okoli Peter Park Shinwoo Park Johnny Policciardi 

Nicole Ryzebol Rachael Sammut Luke Sawczak Sandra Simonse Matthew Sjaarda Samuel Smith Jina Song Theodore Straatsma 

Dirk VanSoelen Dylan VanZeumeren Brian Veenstra Kayla Veldhoen Rachelle Veldkamp Kayla Verkaik Trevor Voorberg Kelsey Weening 

Christopher Kesthely David Kim MinHong Kim Rachel Kim Darren Kooy Jessica Kortleve Kirstyn Krause Marina Laswick 

 



Class of 2009
Congratulations!

Daniel Buisman Alex Byun Catherine Chan Daniel Cho Kelsey Claydon Shelby Contos Stephanie Criscione Jennifer Davies 

Joanna Elliott Trevor Ellis Adrian Elzinga Ralph Emmatty Lauren Engelsman Jonathan Faber Laura Faber Benjamin Feddema 

Jennifer Hayhoe Scott Hofland John Horlings Brittney Hoving Sarah Idzerda Elena Ingraldi Leanna Janssen Hannah Keoshkerian

Jenn Prins Michael Reid Alexander Reinhardt Kevin Riedstra Matthew Rodell Blair Roeleveld Joseph Romasco Andrew Ryzebol 

Malcolm Tolman Joshua VanAndel Rianna VandeHoef Marlee Vanderkooy Jessica Vandermey Lisa VanDommelen Janelle VanHalteren Jill VanHarten 

Hannah Wielinga Jessica Woudstra SungWoo Yu

Alex Lee HoJoon Lee Yvonne Lefave Denise Ligterink Lauren Linton Natalie Lo Elizabeth Lombardi Vincent Lun 
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Over the years, TD has striven to have the best extracurricular activities for its students. But the question has
long lingered in the minds of students and teachers alike: how many students are actually involved? Some play
a very active role in the extracurricular activities of TD, while others are seldom seen at any of these events.

So how many students are letting the high school experience pass them by? How many are getting in on the
action?

A Quick Overview
The answer to the first of these queries can be found below in Figure 1. Out of the 408 students surveyed,
only 77, or 13%, are not involved in any sort of activity. While it is good that this statistic is fairly low, it raises
the troubling possibility that there is no suitable place for these students to get involved. Still, the great
majority of the student body does have an opportunity to be involved in something that they enjoy. 

The main areas of involvement here at TD are drama, sports, music, and leadership. Fifty-two students 
were involved, in some way, with the main stage drama production at TD this year. Considering that there 
was only one production, this is a fairly strong statistic, suggesting that there is a place for everyone who
wishes to be involved in this major school production.

While TD may have fewer sports teams than some other high schools, a large number of its students 
are still eager to participate: 183 have been involved in one or more of our sports teams this year. Shown 
in grey on Figure 1, this is the second-largest area of student participation.

Perhaps the highlight of all activities at TD, and certainly a conscious emphasis at our school, is music in 
a variety of forms. Students can participate in band, choir, and the praise & worship team. With 214 students, 
a rate of 37%, the music department has managed to snag the most involvement. 

Leadership programs at TD are not as high-profile and usually meet during homeroom or a flex period.
Included in this category are the Student Activities Council, Leadership Council, Peer Counselling, and Prom
Committee. Fifty-eight students, representing just over 10% of the student body, take part in these areas. 

Venn Diagram
As shown below in Figure 2, the three main areas of involvement are sports, music, and drama, with 2% 
of students being involved in all three areas.

The overlap between drama and sports is considerably low, at only 1%. However, the majority of drama 
students are also involved in one of the music programs, suggesting that their interests are concentrated 
more in the arts. 

The highest overlap is with those who participate in both music and sports: a grand total of 21% of the 
student body is involved in both these two areas. More specifically, 19% of the student body takes part in this
particular combination of two activities, with a further 2% involved in drama as well. The number of single-
activity students in each of these individual categories is very similar, totalling 23% and 24% respectively. 

The staff at TD strive to provide an environment where all students can find their place and excel in 
the areas where they desire to do so. With only 22% of students not involved in any of these three major 
categories, and only 13% not involved in any activity at all, it is safe to say that this effort on the part of 
staff is a success. Most students are able to find a niche.  
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Rates of Overlap

22% of students not involved
in these activities

“TD is a buzz of activity,
and the positive energy 
that flows through 
this place is always
enjoyable.”

im Bentum has just completed his first year as VP 
at TD, but it’s not his first stint on our staff. As a new

graduate of Redeemer University’s Education program 
several years ago, he was invited to fill in for Alice
Vanderkooy, who had broken her leg. “My first experience
at TD gave me real insight into the people and structures
here,” he says. “TD staff members were tremendously 
supportive, and I liked the way TD ’did’ education. It was
exciting, different, and something I wanted to be part of.”
But he was already committed to another high school at
the time.

Having attended John Knox in Woodstock, Ontario, 
and then London District Christian High School, Tim is
familiar with Christian schooling. He did his first year of
undergraduate work at Calvin College and then transferred
to Redeemer University, graduating with a B.A. in History
(with minors in Religion and Phys Ed) and a B.Ed.

What does Tim enjoy most about his job? Promoting 
TD to new people who are interested. “Taking them
through the school and showing them what our teachers
and students are involved in is exciting,” he says. “TD is 
a buzz of activity, and the positive energy that flows
through this place is always enjoyable.”

More challenging, but equally rewarding, is his work
with students who struggle to find a positive way to 
contribute at TD in their area of passion. Believing that
people’s passions or strengths get stifled if they don’t feel
connected with their community, Tim seeks to help kids
develop that meaningful connection.

In addition, he has enjoyed coaching basketball–one 
of his own passions–and participating in TD’s intramural
hockey league. (“Hockey is fun when you win!”) For next
year, he looks forward to improving on present practices
now that he knows what to expect in his role. Summer
plans include redoing his roof, catching up on reading
(another of his passions), caring for his “really pregnant”
wife, and a week at the Educators’ Leadership
Development Institute (ELDI) in Orillia. “ELDI is a great
opportunity for school administrators to collaborate 
and learn from one another,” he says.

What is Tim thankful for? “I thank God that I get to
wake up every day and go to work with and for such
great staff, students, parents, and members of the wider
community.“ And all of us are thankful that he’s here.

Staff Profile:
Tim Bentum
VP Admissions & Students

T

…Getting in on   

THE ACTION
Student Extracurricular Involvement at TDChristian 2008-2009
by Jenn Prins, Grade 12 student
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GALLERY’09 TD students display creativity and originality 
at the annual Spring Music Concert & Arts Display
held at TD on Thursday, May 28.  

1. Sarah Idzerda
2. Laura Faber
3. Daniel Groot
4. Rachel Kim
5. Lauren DeVries
6. Samantha DeDonato
7. Hyeon Park
8. Genevieve Huyer
9. Peter Vellekoop
10. Lauren DeVries
11. Rhiannon Knibbe
12. Stuart Winter
13. David Choi
14. David Choi
15. Peter Vellekoop
16. Genevieve Huyer
17. Alison Groot
18. Rachel Sproule
19. Genevieve Huyer
20. Rya Marrell
21. Jordan Blagonic
22. Aaron Postma
23. Kirstie Wilson
24. Samantha DeDonato
25. Ashley Elzinga
26. Ashley Elzinga
27. Ariel Lee
28. Ariel Lee

29. Courtney VanLaare
30. Ashley Kim
31. Mercedez Nucaro
32. Megan Broekema
33. Evonne Downer
34. Rachel Sproule
35. Jordan Kooring
36. Rya Marrelli
37. Rhiannon Knibbe
38. Hyeon Park
39. Ji-Hyun Jun
40. Katelyn DeHaan
41. Noemi Jacek
42. Peter Vellekoop
43. Lisa DeVries
44. Nathan Ellens
45. Katelyn Salemink
46. Chloe Marten
47. Esther Fynn-Sackey
48. Victoria Boyko

Cover art
A. Peter Vellekoop
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Attention Alumni!  
Please keep us posted
regarding reunions, 
marriages, births, career
moves, and any other
important milestones.
Simply e-mail alumni@
tdchristian.ca. Don’t worry
if you’re late in reporting 
– we’re still interested!

@tdchristian
Editor: Justin DeMoor 

E-mail: 
demoor@tdchristian.ca

For further information on
TDChristian, please contact
the school.

TDChristian
377 Woodbridge Avenue 

Woodbridge, Ontario  L4L 2V7

Tel: 416 410.9834
905 851.1772

Fax: 905 851.9992

www.tdchristian.ca

E-mail: 
info@tdchristian.ca

To reach the TDChristian
Board

board_secretary
@tdchristian.ca

• Marriages
•  David Benjamins (99)

and Barbara Vink (01),
December 15, 2007.

•  Daniel Vink (99) 
and Kelsie O’Neill,
August 30, 2008.

•  Cecil Vellinga (99) 
and Tanya Hart (99),
August 2, 2008.

•  Daniel Conti (97) and
Stephanie Kayahara,
May 2, 2009. The
happy couple reside
in Woodbridge, 
not far from TDCH.

•  Jake Speelman (04)
and Elaine Buikema
(03), October 4, 2008.

• Births
•  Joel (96) and Tammy

(Leferink, 97) Vink
had their third child,
Daniel Peter, August
29, 2007. A brother
for Jacob and Rhyan.

•  Luke and Leah
(Buikema, 00)
Rogerson were
blessed with their 
first child, Caitlin
Christina, June 12,
2008.

•  Brandon (00) and
Robyn (Konyndyk, 00)
Weening welcomed
their first child, Clara
Maryke Weening, 
July 15, 2008.

•  David and Jenica
Brodie (Koolma, 94)
were blessed with
their third son, Adam
David, February 21,
2009. A brother 
for Cameron and
Nicholas.

• Careers
•  Rev. Gerhard Visscher,

Ph.D. (72), is Principal,
Academic Dean, 
and Professor of 
NT Studies at the
Theological College 
of the Canadian
Reformed Churches 
in Hamilton. More
details and contact
information at
http://www.theological
college.ca/faculty/g_
visscher.html

CONGRATULATIONS, 
EVERYBODY! 

Alumni

News
td

www.tdchristian.ca

Remember to Embrace the Future. 
Support TDChristian through

Upcoming Events
2009
Commencement
Thursday, June 25, 7:00 p.m.

Back in the Groove Again
Night

Thursday, September 3, 
7:00 p.m.

First Day of Semester 1
Tuesday, September 8

Grade 9 Girls Service 
Trip

Wednesday, September 9 
& Thursday, September 10

Grade 9 Boys Service
Trip

Thursday, September 10 
& Friday, September 11

v v

v v
2009v
Please join us for TDChristian’s 2009

Commencement
Thursday, June 25

Bramalea Baptist Church
9050 Dixie Road at Hwy#7, Brampton, ON

7:00 p.m. 
Formal ceremony

Valedictorian
Matthew Sjaarda

Join us as we honour
these special young
men and women. 

Singing from

TThe Hhe Hearteart
by Justin De Moor, VP Communications

For a few years now, TD students and staff 
have been blessed by the singing and worship
leading of Grade 12 student Kirstyn Krause.
Now Kirstyn is sharing her gift of music with

others through the release of her first CD, The Heart, consisting of 11 songs she
has written and performed over the past two and a half years. The songs chronicle
her heart’s journey through the events and experiences of her life over that 
period, says Kirstyn; hence the CD’s title. The disc was recorded in December 2008
and features the photography of Sarah Idzerda, also a Grade 12 student at TD.

The CD was officially released at a CD release party held in the TD Commons 
on Saturday, April 18. About 200 people attended the event and more than 
100 CDs were sold. Over the course of the evening Kirstyn performed all 11 songs,
accompanied by a band consisting of her producer Dave Morrison on acoustic 
guitar, her cousin Courtney Weidelich on drums, and her uncle Gerhard Weidelich
on bass. Kirstyn, who also plays the guitar, played piano for the performance.

Kirstyn has since played a few gigs at Christian bookstores and coffee shops
and hopes to have similar ongoing opportunities to share her music and message.
She continues to write new material and anticipates another CD in the foresee-
able future. After graduating in June, Kirstyn plans to study Psychology and
French at York University’s Glendon College while continuing to share her gift 
of music, and her journey of the heart, with others.

The Heart CD may be purchased for $15; email TheHeart@sympatico.ca for
more information.

If you want to know more about Kirstyn and her music, visit her at
www.myspace.com/kirstynkrause.

PraiseRAISING THE ROOF with Praise
The roof at TD was raised a little on Friday, May 1, as TD welcomed over 400 students 
from ten Ontario Christian high schools as part of the 33rd Ontario Christian High 
School Choral Festival. During the day, the choristers participated in workshops while
preparing for the evening concert. These were under the direction of choral conductors
Nancy Kidd, Philip Shoultz III, and Karen Burke, a former teacher and Music Director 
of TD. An audience of over 300 people enjoyed the concert, which included pieces sung 
by each individual choral group as well as four songs performed by the mass choir 
of 480 voices. It was a truly great evening of song and praise! 

RUMORS at TD
For the past several years, TD’s Upper Level (Senior) Drama class has put on its own drama
production. This year’s class produced and performed Neil Simon’s popular play, Rumors.
Each student in the class had an onstage role as well as an offstage role, giving all of 
them valuable experience in both acting and producing a play. Students discovered what 
a tremendous project it is to stage such a performance, and how much effort is involved 
in the different roles. TD’s Drama teacher, Richard Peters, facilitates the early work on 
the production, but before long the responsibility is put squarely on the students to work
together to make the show a success. And Rumors was a success, playing to over 400 
people and garnering favourable reviews.

eeeee
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Upper Level (Senior) Drama
students performing in
Neil Simon’s Rumors
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