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Double Issue

More Passion, 
Wonder,and

Awe
by William Groot

This is our fourth 
edition of “Passion, 
Wonder, & Awe”. In 
2013 we focused on the 
stories of TDChristian 
staff. The second year 
featured incredible 
student projects. And 
last year, we gave you 
updates on our diverse 
and accomplished 
alumni.

In this issue  
you’ll read 24 stories 
that share a common 
theme. Whether the 
story is about a current 
student, staff member, 
or one of our alumni, 
it reveals the passion, 
wonder, and awe that 
percolate and resonate 
through the halls and 
times of TDChristian 
High School.

Enjoy them!  
And, if you have a 
story to share—yours 
or someone else’s—
send us a message at 
info@tdchristian.ca.

Spotlight on  
Projects,  
Staff, and 
Alumni

Presentations of Learning
On January 12, TDChristian students presented their learning in over  
30 classes. We’d love for you to join us at our next Presentations Day  
on Wednesday, June 8 from 8:55 am–2:55 pm.

SOME OF WHAT OUR 
STUDENTS SHARED AT 
PRESENTATIONS 
OF LEARNING,  
JANUARY 12

#1: ALEX STEVENS UNVEILS  
HIS PHOTOGRAPHY CALENDAR 
IN GRADE 11 PHOTOGRAPHY.

#2: BETHANY CHONG DISCUSSES  
ORNITHOLOGY IN GRADE 9 SCIENCE.

#3: STEVE KUANG PRESENTS 
ON THE MEANING OF LIFE IN  
GRADE 11 ENGLISH.

#4: MICHAEL KOOY AND JORDAN 
MURRAY STRUM A TUNE IN  
GRADE 11 GUITAR.

#5: GLORIA VANDEKEMP  
DETAILS COLON CANCER  
IN GRADE 10 SCIENCE.

#6: NOEL SIMPSON, NICHOLAS 
STAVROPOULOS, AND NATHANIEL 
TARI DISPLAY THEIR WOODWORKING 
SKILLS IN GRADE 9 SHOP.

#7: SOPHIA STARKEY OUTLINES  
HER MATH PRESENTATION.
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ALUMNA PROFILE: 
AT HOME WORKING  
ON HOMELESSNESS 
KRISTIN BOOY ‘06 
by Alice Vanderkooy

It’s no wonder the question “Where is home?” is a difficult one 
for Kristin Booy (‘06) to answer. She first attended school in 
Tanzania, joining us in Grade 9 on her family’s return to Canada. 
From TDChristian she moved on to Calvin College for a degree in 
psychology, after which she and her husband Matt taught in Korea 
before returning to Canada. She then did her Master of Social 
Work at Laurier. They currently live in downtown Toronto, where 
Kristin cycles to work, plays basketball, and volunteers at the 
Christie Refugee Welcome Centre. 

Kristin remembers having her thinking challenged at  
TDChristian. “I love to be in the grey!” she says. “Sometimes there 
are no clear answers to the dilemmas of life. It was at TDChristian 
that I was also encouraged to integrate faith and life, to  
acknowledge a foundational spirituality that guides relationships.” 

Kristin has just begun a job as an employment counsellor at 
Evergreen Centre for Street Youth, possibly the “epicentre of youth 
homelessness in this country” according to a recent Toronto Star 
article. Here she seeks to provide strengths-based counselling  
and show her clients that they are deserving of dignity, respect, 
and grace. 

In the end, maybe it’s not so much about how we identify 
home as the sure promise that Jesus will make his home with us 
if we live out our love for him wherever he places us (John 14:23). 
Kristin is doing just that, certain the Lord still has some surprises 
in store for her. 

This is a shortened version of Kristin’s profile. Read the full version on 
our website at http://www.tdchristian.ca/@td.

TDCHRISTIAN MATH DEPARTMENT: 
OUR APPROACH TO MATH
by Cathy Vanderheide

At TDChristian, students enter Grade 9 Math from many  
different elementary school backgrounds and with a wide range of 
mathematical abilities. Instead of streaming students into separate 
academic and applied classes, we establish supportive classroom 
learning communities where all are enfolded and encouraged.
We engage in interactive teaching and learning to work out full 
solutions to problems, saving class notes to the class website daily 
for ready reference throughout the course. Partners collaboratively 
practise skills on the whiteboards, which is particularly helpful to 
visual and kinesthetic learners.

In addition, teaching videos made here at TDChristian are 
posted to Edsby as a resource that students can view repeatedly  
to consolidate their understanding. Unit outlines and course  
materials are also available in the Edsby library, and extra help  
is available at our weekly after-school homework club.

The Ontario Ministry of Education requires that students be 
assessed in four categories: knowledge, communication, thinking, 
and application. Assessments FOR learning are opportunities for 
students to learn from their mistakes, and the marks are not  
usually part of the final grade. Assessments OF learning do  
contribute to students’ overall average.

Grade 9 Math marks the transition from arithmetic to the study 
of mathematics. We are less concerned about getting “the right 
answer” than the process of clearly communicating the steps  
of a solution. We look for patterns and connections between 
topics, ways to synthesize learning and apply it to new situations. 
In short, we work together to “build in” success for all students, 
because “getting the math” is empowering.

Read more about how the Math department works together, including 
contributions from William Groot, David Hagen, Mark Fluit, and John 
Templeton, at http://www.tdchristian.ca/@td.

STAFF PROFILE: 
MICHELLE BAUER

For as long as she can remember, Michelle has wanted to be a 
teacher. After five moves and three years of teaching at various 
schools, she is happy to have joined the TDChristian community. 
Michelle’s passion for working with children and youth is apparent 
not only in the classroom but also through her volunteer efforts, 
whether working at the YMCA, counselling at overnight camps, 
or mentoring with Big Brothers Big Sisters. This year Michelle is a 
new addition to the Resource department, and is looking forward 
to the opportunity to impact students’ lives not only by helping 
them in their educational journey but also by supporting them  
in their walk with Christ. She believes that each student can be  
successful given the right tools and the opportunities to shine.
As author William Arthur Ward says, “The mediocre teacher tells. 
The good teacher explains. The superior teacher demonstrates.  
The great teacher inspires.” Michelle is resolved never to settle  
for being mediocre.

ALUMNA PROFILE: 
LORRAINE VANDERHOEF ‘87 
by Fran Joosse

Lorraine VanderHoef (’87) may not be tall, but she does have the 
ability to see above and between circumstances that alter the 
path she needs to follow to reach her goal. Lorraine loves research 
and academia. After TDChristian, her appreciation of academics 
led her to the University of Toronto at Mississauga (UTM), where 
she received her BA in religious studies and English. It was her 
research on the subject of religion in literature, and her family’s 
move to the Kitchener-Waterloo area, that led her to the Religion 
and Culture courses at Laurier where she completed her Masters. 
 As Lorraine delved into archival research, she discovered  
the voice of women—long denied a public platform for their 
views—in diaries, letters, and fiction, and found things that the 
secondary sources had missed. Now she is revising her PhD  
dissertation while teaching courses in Women and Gender  
Studies and in Religion and Culture at Laurier. 
 Between academic stints Lorraine married Henry VanderHoef, 
and together they have been parenting four children. Lorraine’s 
love of learning has enabled her to stay focused for over 30 years 
on her goal of being connected to the academic community while 
remaining actively involved in the lives of her busy family.

TDCHRISTIAN ROBOTICS CLUB:
RISE OF THE ROBOTS
by David Robinson

TDChristian Robotics started as a small club in Senior Physics class 
in 2007, initiated by an engaged parent; since its inception, almost 
a hundred kids have participated. It was such a success that the 
Lego Mindstorms NXT kits used by the club were incorporated 
into the regular curriculum of Engineering Block. Just recently 
those kits were replaced by newer and more versatile EV3  
robotics systems. 
 The goal of education at TDChristian is “service in the light of 
God’s word”. We saw this embodied in the club as two “retired” 
members, alumni Jennifer Xu and Calvin Bock, came back from 
university to join current member Grace Bock in a presentation  
at the Edifide Christian Teachers’ conference in October. The  
three led a double session on the fundamentals of building  
and programming the NXT systems. 
 And those older kits that TDChristian had after upgrading? 
Fourteen Ontario Christian schools took home kits, with a  
commitment to “try something cool” with their students by  
March Break. I’m grateful for the generosity of the University  
of Guelph, regular budget support, and a great group of  
students—past and present—that have made TDChristian  
Robotics a wonderful success.

Spotlight: Projects/Alumni/Staff

ALUMNA PROFILE: 
ALISHA BUISMAN ‘07
by Dan Buisman

Alisha Buisman (‘07), currently serves as the Recreational  
Coordinator at Avalon Retirement Lodge in Orangeville, Ontario.  
It’s clear when speaking with her that her days at TDChristian 
greatly influenced her career choice and success. 
 “Recreation and Fitness Leadership class guided me to study 
Kinesiology at Laurier and to take a job as a recreational thera-
pist,” she says. “The class taught me how to be a leader in a 
recreational setting.” Special events and trips at TDChristian— 
especially the Grade 11 service trip, the Geography canoe trip,  
and the 30-Hour Famine—also enriched Alisha’s passion for  
leadership and community. She calls TDChristian’s sense of  
community one of its greatest strengths, in fact, and points out 
that the small class sizes, welcoming staff, and Christ-centred 
environment make it a very unique school.
 I asked Alisha if she had any advice for current and future students. 
Without hesitation she answered, “Enjoy every moment. Allow 
yourself to have fun and get involved. TDChristian will become  
an even greater environment and will produce more wonderful 
memories if you get involved with teams, clubs, or productions.”

ESL FROM A TO Z:
JIAMING XU
by Elizabeth Sjaarda

For Project Day, Grade 11 ESL students take out their cameras 
and use their creative skills to engage with their environment and 
have fun with the English alphabet, shooting photos of objects 
that start with, represent, or look like each letter. They might find 
these in nature, architecture, or everyday items around them. 
 Those interested in making the project more challenging can 
create the letters using various media—for example, asking 
friends to form some of the letters with their own bodies,  
or employing some other 3D option. To make the project even 
more challenging, they can find articles that belong to the same 
category or represent a theme: they can photograph only food 
found in the produce section of the grocery store, for instance,  
or select a theme such as loneliness or joy. 
 Students present their 26 photos either on a screen or in a booklet, 
and submit a composition relating details of their photo shoot. They 
often enjoy doing the project with a friend. One student, Jiaming Xu, 
showed off his creative skills by completing his project in paintings. 

TDCHRISTIAN WOODWORKING: 
WHEN STUDENTS BUY IN
by Harry Huyer

One exciting aspect of real-life manufacturing is the bidding process. 
It involves self-promotion, communication, bookkeeping (costing), 
forecasting (how long the work will take), mind-reading (what the 
customer really wants), and trust (that they are serious and intend  
to pay). Some of these were experienced by the Senior Shop class 
in a project to supply supports for use by the Grade 9s with their 
handsaws. The requirements were good height, stability, strength, 
stackability, low cost, attractiveness, and suitability for seating. 
 The 18 students were divided into 6 groups and told to make 
a prototype to present to the class for evaluation and testing. 
Several designs were developed with different lengths, angles, 
fasteners, and materials; the first tester was Jesse Brobbel, who, 
at 6’4” and 210 lbs, eliminated two designs by sitting on them. 
Further testing led to a consensus that 22” high was best, with 
legs at 22 degrees; this reduced the options to two, with the use 
of screws instead of nails determining the winner. 
 Each group then made three benches to the winning design,  
all of which are still in use today—high quality considering  
students’ level of experience. As they worked, students  
discovered and shared improvements to the design. Their buy-in  
to the process led them to ask permission to apply a finish  
and sign their name on the underside.

Passion

“ In short, we work together to ‘build in’  
 success for all students,  
 because ‘getting the math’ is empowering.” Teacher Cathy Vanderheide
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A WAY OF TEACHING:
FAILURE: STEPPING STONE TO SUCCESS
by Jerry Klompmaker

For the past few years, watching my four children grow up, I’ve 
noticed how often they learn by making mistakes. When they 
began to walk, we praised them for attempts, helped them along, 
and watched their skill and confidence grow as a result of falls 
and minor successes. 

This became top of mind for me in working with students. I 
noticed a terror of errors and poor marks; some students preferred 
not to try rather than try something and not do it well. If that  
had been my mantra, I never would’ve learned to play guitar, 
skateboard, drive, fix cars, speak in public, or dance. Like new 
growth from the ashes of a burned forest, failures and mistakes 
show us (in the parlance of the TDChristian hallway) how we 
should “roll”. We shouldn’t seek failure; but with nurturing, we 
can reap cognitive change and growth from mistakes. 

So I encourage students to try. If they fail an essay, quiz, or test, 
I congratulate them on what they did well and we discuss ways to 
improve. Then I let them improve by working on what they missed, 
and change their marks accordingly. In class we should promote 
learning, not accept failure as the end result.

STAFF PROFILE: 
LAURA KOOY

Laura Kooy is a new staff member at TDChristian; however,  
she actually began her journey here over ten years ago as an 
incoming Grade 9 student. Though she attended for just one year, 
TDChristian made an impact on her that became evident later on.

After attending Liberty University on a soccer scholarship and 
receiving her BA and MA, she started her teaching career at a 
small Christian school in North Carolina before feeling the  
Lord’s guidance to move back to the GTA. She then married a 
TDChristian alumnus and was a supply teacher here last year, 
accompanying Grade 9 and 11 classes on their Toronto service 
trips. She soon saw what makes TDChristian so special: students 
engaged in serving the homeless and in learning that went far 
beyond the classroom walls.

Laura is thrilled to be working now with Ms. Bauer and  
Ms. Vanderheide in the Resource department. She is also teaching 
Learning Strategies, teaming up with Ms. Helder’s English class, 
and assisting at the weekly Homework Club. She loves to see the 
light go on in students’ minds when material starts to click.
A passionate athlete, she will also be coaching the Senior Girls 
Soccer team. Having played since she was four years old, she  
understands how much athletics adds to the high school  
experience, and is excited to share it. 

A PROJECT DAY ADVENTURE:
DAVID BASANSKY 
by Marjorie Helder

One Friday in October, Grade 9 English students were instructed  
to find a location in their community where they could sit and  
observe the sights and sounds for one hour. Later that day they 
were to create something capturing the sensations they  
experienced. Despite chilly temperatures, David Basansky went to 
a parking lot near Pearson International Airport to watch planes 
taking off. He was most impressed with the sound of the roaring 
engines revving and whooshing over his head as the planes left 
the runway. He also noted that the fumes from the fuel were so 
strong he felt he was tasting them. 

Once home, he was inspired to create an animated film about 
a plane crash using the software program Powtoons. This online 
tool allowed him to manipulate characters, props, and transitions 
to tell a story of his own. Due to a number of technical difficulties, 
the project took hours of hard work; however, all was ready  
on Tuesday when he shared his film with his peers. “All in all,” 
concluded David, “I had a good time watching the planes, but 
next time I think I’ll sit inside where it’s not so cold, loud, and 
smelly!”

and accomplishments. However, the part I enjoy most is the 
middle. Midway through Grade 11 Internship Block I get a chance 
to see what students have learned through their work placements, 
and dream with them about where they can take their learning 
from there. After meeting, planning, and gathering resources,  
students create projects—often amazing themselves, each other, 
and me by what they produce and how. It’s a joy to encourage 
and guide students in projects demanding the application of skills 
and knowledge gained at their placements. Even more fantastic  
is seeing them consider how their work and learning can be  
of service to others. 
 Martin Mikelsons is interning at Rexdale Alliance Church, 
where the head of Children’s Ministries raves about how well he 
works with the children. Martin has been growing the gifts God 
has given him, developing his listening and communication skills 
by leading and mentoring youth just a little younger than himself.
 Internship Block is one of my favourite ways to contribute  
at TDChristian, because I get to help students like Martin get  
hands-on experience in their areas of interest, observe their  
engagement in integrated learning, and work with them to see 
how their personal growth can become part of conveying God’s 
love to others.  

STAFF PROFILE: 
JONI KNIBBE

It was at TDChristian as a Grade 10 student that I was first struck 
by the beauty of good literature. From being shocked by Shirley 
Jackson’s “The Lottery” to being drawn in by the language  
of John Steinbeck, I was spurred on through my English and 
American Literature classes to pursue a deeper understanding  
of literature and writing.
 Though I earned a history degree in university, my love of  
reading stuck with me. I worked to help my Grade 5 students find 
a love of reading, and later read wonderful classics to my own  
six children as soon as they were able to comprehend a plot!  
Now, as young as they are, I love to see my six grandchildren  
cuddling up on the couch with a book.
 In my new position as TDChristian’s Archivist and Librarian, it is my 
desire to pass this love of literature on to the students here. I aim 
to make the library a comfortable place where students feel free 
to ask questions, make new discoveries, and have their beliefs and 
opinions challenged and expanded. I hope the library is not only a 
source of information but a place of retreat, discovery, and joy!

ALUMNUS PROFILE: 
ALEX MUNGAL ‘11
by Kevin Hayward

Alex Mungal (‘11) has played the drums for as long as he can 
remember. Since leaving TDChristian he has played with several 
bands, touring all over North America. Although specializing in 
heavy metal, he has also performed R&B, funk, country, Latin, 
blues, swing, and punk music. He is currently performing with  
PJ Kingpin Wilson, a local R&B artist. 
 Alex attributes his musical proficiency in part to his time at 
TDChristian, where he was “driven” to work on his technical skills. 
At the same time, he was “strongly encouraged” by Mr. Peters  
to try acting, and has never looked back. Today, Alex works as  
an actor at Screemers, an indoor haunted “scream park”  
operating at Exhibition Place during the month of October.
 In addition, Alex is part of the Loudnoise production company, 
a small start-up he created with a partner the year he graduated 
from TDChristian. He credits Mr. Godber with helping him  
to acquire the skills and confidence to move in this direction.
 Alex acknowledges that the life of a musician is difficult, and 
not for everyone. “Musicians must be prepared to support  
themselves by doing other jobs,” he says. However, he encourages 
current TDChristian students to follow their dreams, to “never  
give up, expect adversity, and keep going.”

STAFF PROFILE: 

Wonder
DRAWING ON PASSION: 
MEGGIE HILBORN
by June Tenyenhuis

Meggie is a gifted art enthusiast in Grade 12 Art who aims to 
pursue a career in illustration. She loves playing video games,  
and they were the hook into her passion for drawing. Her  
creative passions also include writing, so she enjoys dreaming 
about designing characters and game themes of her own.
 Last semester in Grade 11 Art, Meggie took on the Selfie/Pop 
Art/Text as Haiku project with natural flair. The broad, glaring 
white of the forty-inch square canvas was not intimidating for  
her; aware of being an introvert for the most part, she relies  
on visualization to express herself and validate her feelings. 
“Wielding a pencil / behind her sketchbook she hides / from  
reality” is the haiku text she composed to inspire the “selfie” 
portrait and projection to canvas. 
 Most of Meggie’s energy is spent realizing the high  
expectations she has for her final products. She is very intuitive 
when it comes to decisions about design in shape and colour,  
and her art often features her strong devotion to drawing and 
designing with the human figure.
 After TDChristian, Meggie plans to attend Sheridan or  
Georgian College for further advancement in visual art.

INTERNSHIP BLOCK:
START YOUR MOTORS!
by Kevin Godber

Gentlemen and ladies, start your motors (engines are for fuel,  
motors are for electricity)! 
 In Grade 11 Physics, part of Internship Block, all students build 
and race a Scalextric Slot car as an integral part of the course.  
The chassis is standard for all cars, but each student vacuum-forms 
the car body over a mould printed on our 3D printer.  The goal is to 
build the car and then use high-speed video and computers to  
analyze its handling characteristics so that it can be set up to win 
the race. The cars are judged on speed and aesthetics. Students 
must also present a report detailing their analysis of the car and 
relating it to conceptual material covered in the course. 
 The project takes learned theoretical knowledge of physics  
and applies it to a real-world problem. Oh, and it’s fun, too!

LEARNING TO FLY:
CHAIS BUTTON
by Tim Buwalda

It’s easy to understand why Grade 11 student Chais Button can’t 
wait to tell people about his Internship Block experience; his 
placement is at a company called T.O. Drones, which produces 
promotional videos for small businesses and also does a lot of 
real estate work that includes getting aerial footage.
 “I spend most of my time doing video editing, as well as 
graphic design,” says Chais. “I also do some filming in the field. 
I’ve had to get up to speed on all kinds of software and 
equipment, including learning how to fly a drone.”
 Chais has found Internship Block very rewarding, opening his 
eyes to media career possibilities after high school. What has made 
his experience even more rewarding is that, as per the program’s 
requirements, he had to find and arrange his placement himself.
 “It’s been a great opportunity. I used to think that I wanted  
to pursue a career in video, but now I know I want to. When I tell 
my friends and other teachers about what I’m doing, they all  
wish they could be doing it.”

FINDING PURPOSE:
MARTIN MIKELSONS
by Joel Sjaarda

The beginning of each semester brings great excitement and  
anticipation, while the end is a time to witness student success  

JERRY KLOMPMAKER

LAURA KOOY

Spotlight: Projects/Alumni/Staff

“ I aim to make the library a comfortable place  
 where students feel free to ask questions,  
 make new discoveries, and have their beliefs and opinions challenged  
 and expanded.” Archivist and Librarian Joni Knibbe
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STAFF PROFILE: 
PATRICIA OOTJERS 

I’m a people person—or, as students learn to say in the Civics  
and Careers class, I’m “interpersonal”. Learning who students are 
by asking questions that allow them to express what they are  
passionate about is what motivates me each day; the right  
questions can help students dig deep to figure out what they want 
to do and become. Walking side by side daily with students, being 
in the moment with them and letting them express themselves 
without judging, allows students to be themselves and is the  
best way to truly understand where each one is coming from.

If you feel comfortable and accepted, you are willing to take 
risks and share what you want out of life or where you hope your 
future will go. I perceive that here at TDChristian, students feel 
this acceptance of who they are, and so are empowered to express 
themselves freely. It’s exciting to watch and see how a student 
changes over the four years at TDChristian, and to know that 
sometimes, in small ways, I have been used by God to encourage 
them. 

ALUMNUS PROFILE: 
GEORGE PETRUSMA ‘79 
by Patty Schuurman

George Petrusma (’79) entered TDChristian in 1975, after leaving 
Georgetown District Christian School where his dad was principal. 
He is one of four kids in his clan.

George’s garrulous exuberance was valued by the many clubs 
and teams he joined at TDChristian, including soccer, track and 
field, badminton, volleyball, yearbook, drama, and Student  
Council, where he served as President.

Asked about his memories of TDChristian, George says, “I 
vividly remember the pranks!” His buddy once hijacked the locker 
combination of an unsuspecting student so George could hide 
inside—and then, to their amusement and the other student’s 
astonishment, leap out at her with a yell. 

Other memories were about his teachers; he remembers two  
of them, Dick VanDyk and Don James, with particular admiration. 
Mr. VanDyk was his favourite, because he treated people with  
such respect and kindness and let them know he was on their 
side. In sum, George remembers TDChristian as a place that  
fostered a healthy culture of camaraderie, growth, and belonging. 

After graduating from TDChristian and Calvin College, George 
taught at Durham Christian High in Bowmanville. He then  
accepted a position as vice-principal at Hamilton District Christian 
High, only to return to Bowmanville as principal of Knox Christian 
School. After 13 years there, George became the exuberant, social, 
and outgoing principal at John Knox Christian School in Oakville, 
where he remains today. He lives in Burlington with his wonderful 
wife, Charlene. God is good! 

This is a shortened version of George’s profile. Read the full version on 
our website at http://www.tdchristian.ca/@td.

Awe
JONATHAN FEDDEMA
“KILLING” PRINCIPAL  
WILLIAM GROOT

TAMMY DIBBITS 
WITH  
JAMES HARVEY
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ALUMNUS PROFILE: 
JONATHAN FEDDEMA ‘07 
by Richard Peters

It’s a Saturday evening in June 2015, and Jonathan Feddema is 
killing Mr. Groot, TDChristian’s principal. “We can’t kill Mr. Groot,” 
I’d protested in rehearsals the week before. “That would mean 
war between Starfleet and the Klingon Empire!” But Jonathan 
was quick on the draw. “We can if it’s an honour killing!” he  
argued. And so at the end of an epic slow-motion battle scene in 
our fourth Biennial Alumni Show, Jonathan Feddema’s character 
killed our intrepid (and remarkably game) principal’s character.
 Jonathan and his brother David are the only graduates to 
have performed in every one of our Alumni shows (in fact, “The 
Drawer Boy” was an exclusively Feddema adventure, with middle 
brother Ben rounding out the cast). This young alum can make 
me laugh like no other. I think it all started when I joined him and his 
Upper Level Drama classmates on that crazy tour of “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” through China in 2007. 
 When not treading the boards, Jonathan has been  
crowdfunding a coffee-shop-slash-games-room and working at 
a Parks Canada call centre. I last saw him at The Making Box in 
Guelph a few weeks back, taking his first swing at stand-up.  
How did he do? Much as he did with Mr. Groot’s character in  
our “Star Trek” Alumni show: he killed it.

STAFF PROFILE: 
TAMMY DIBBITS
by Tim Buwalda

Being new to TDChristian this year, Tammy is often asked how she 
likes it. A smile lights up her face. “I have great students” is her 
first response. 
 For Tammy, learning is first and foremost about relationships,  
so she works extra hard to have a positive, friendly relationship 
with every student both inside and outside the classroom. She 
also believes that each student is uniquely created by God for  
a purpose, and there’s no single approach that works with  
every student to find out what that purpose may be. It is this 
uniqueness that makes teaching so challenging and yet  
ultimately so rewarding. 
 Students are also the reason why Tammy loves to coach. Don’t 
get her wrong: volleyball is a great sport, but it is the time spent 
with students in a competitive environment that is the real 
attraction. She is not coaching a sport; she is coaching character 
development. The competitive environment allows students to 
build confidence, overcome obstacles, and work together towards 
a goal. Success, says Tammy, is reflected not in winning, but in 
who you are when you win and who you are when you lose.

PLAYING THE GAME:
FRANCESCA ROTONDO
by David Kim

Abraham is one of the central figures in the unfolding story of 
God’s redemption studied in Grade 10 Bible. After learning about 
the key events in his life, students this year had the opportunity  
to creatively depict one story from Abraham’s journey.
 Instead of choosing just one, however, Francesca Rotondo 
incorporated all the major events of Abraham’s story into a board 
game. The game has 32 squares, each with a key event from  
Abraham’s story, and depending on whether the event on the 
square is positive, neutral, or negative, the player moves forward, 
stays put, or moves backward.
 Not only is the game a fun and interactive way to review the 
stories of Abraham, it also serves as a good metaphor for his 
life—and for our own. Just as the pieces in the game move along 
the board, so we journey through life encountering setbacks 
and victories, as well as times when we feel stuck in one place 
for a time. Eventually the player ends up on the square labelled 
“home”,reminding us of the place we all yearn for and are  
journeying towards, and of God’s faithfulness in bringing us there.

THE POWER OF METAPHOR:
KAITLEN MADRID
by Sean Van Eerden

In Grade 11 English, students continue the ongoing life work of 
developing a perspective—an understanding of identity, purpose, 
faithfulness, and redemption. As part of this process, they are 
asked to capture all they know about themselves and their  
relationship with the world in a single concrete metaphor. 
Metaphors, as we know, are useful for expressing the inexpressible, 
and vivid images speak louder than so many inexact words. 
 One recurrent theme has been the masking of “true” identity 
when encountering an often harsh and unsympathetic world. 
Kaitlen Madrid’s project, which defies two-dimensional 
photography, captures this feeling by creating an object that 
features a traditional comedy drama in the foreground with 
a fully realized tiger lurking in the background. The foreground—
what is presented to the world—is defined by form, structure, 
scriptedness; the tiger in the background represents instinct, 
power, and rawness. 
 Metaphors are useful not only for giving definition to the 
abstract, but also for expressing the particular in a way that 
can be universally understood. Although Kaitlen’s particular 
experiences are unique to her, the fragmentation and 
disconnectedness communicated by her project are universal. 
The challenges of identity, purpose, and faithfulness cry out for 
redemption.

CELEBRATING SCIENCE:
GRADE 10 CHEMISTRY
by Vivian Templeton

The Independent Project for Grade 10 Chemistry is to investigate  
a scientist’s field of study. Each student chose from a number  
of scientists and disciplines, graphically displaying the chosen 
scientist’s discoveries by means of an illustrated panel  
incorporating the scientist’s last name. 
 Shone Xu chose Alfred Nobel, the inventor of dynamite,  
showing the invention by using explosives in letters “b”, “e”, and 
“l”. She also replaced the “o” by an image of the Nobel Prize and 
the “n” by the symbol for Nobelium, the element named after  
the scientist. 
 Damien Watten selected physicist Luis Alvarez, famous for  
his theory that the extinction of dinosaurs was caused when 
an asteroid or comet collided with the earth, sending into the 
atmosphere a huge volume of dust that eventually settled on the 
planet’s surface. He supported his theory by chemical analysis of 
the iridium clay layers covering fossils. 
 Francesca Rotondo researched biochemist Dorothy Crowfoot 
Hodgkin. Shown are the molecular structure of B12 (letter H), 
penicillin (letter o), and a globular protein (letter n). Also  
represented are Hodgkin’s work on insulin (letter d) and her  
Nobel Prize for x-ray crystallography (letter g).
 Astronomer Maria Mitchell was chosen by Olivia Wells. By age 
14 Mitchell’s navigation skills were trusted on whaling trips (letter 
c). Her discovery of “Miss Mitchell’s Comet” is shown in letters 
“h” (telescope), “i” (comet), “e”, and “t” (gold medal from  
the King of Denmark). Mitchell’s work as a librarian are also  
represented (both of the l’s).

“ Eventually the player ends up on the square  
 labelled ‘home’, reminding us of the place 

 we all yearn for and are journeying towards, and of God’s faithfulness  
 in bringing us there.” Teacher David Kim

Read even more stories on our website at  

www.tdchristian.ca@td

FRANCESCA ROTONDO 
(CENTRE) WITH MEGAN 
BAGG (LEFT) AND 
HARRISON HENDRIKS

GEORGE PETRUSMA

PATRICIA OOTJERS

POWER OF METAPHOR

CELEBRATING SCIENCE PROJECTS
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WOODSHOP GETS FACELIFT
This past summer, TDChristian’s woodshop was updated and 
improved. Some of the highlights include a new CNC machine, 
a revamped dust collection system, new work tables, removal 
of some outdated machinery, a better flow and layout, a new 
garage door, brighter lighting, and a fresh paint job. Mr. Huyer 
teaches Grade 9 Exploring Technologies and Mr. Vanderkloet 
teaches Grade 11 & 12 Custom Woodworking.

TD GRAD SETS NEW OCAA RECORD
Curtiss Straatsma (11), who now plays for the Redeemer Royals, 
recently became the leading scorer in OCAA (Ontario College 
Athletic Association) women’s volleyball history, her current total 
of 1,262 scoring points easily surpassing the old record of 1,240. 
Curtiss hopes to add to that number as she completes her final 
season. She plans to graduate from Redeemer University College’s 
Education Program in 2017. For a good article on Curtiss and 
her achievement, see www.thespec.com/sports-story/6231320-
redeemer-volleyball-star-crushes-ontario-scoring-record/.
 “Curtiss has always been consistent; she played hard, she was 
a strong, competitive player and dominant at her position,” 
remembers TDChristian Senior Girls’ Volleyball Coach Judy 
VanSchepen. “It doesn’t surprise me that she broke the record. 
She is a force to be reckoned with at the net!”
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Attention Alumni!
Please keep us posted 
regarding reunions, 
marriages, births, career 
moves, and any other 
important milestones. Simply 
email alumni@tdchristian.ca. 
Don’t worry if you’re late 
in reporting – we’re still 
interested!

Grade 11 student Matt Vandekemp  
working in the upgraded woodshop

Nicolas & Joey Iuglio

Why We Support 
TDChristian by Marie and Danny Iuglio

• Alumni
•	 Amy and Rob Simmons 

(88) welcomed Ruby 
Louise on May 11, 2015: 
a sister for Willem 
Hudson (born in 2010) 
and Charlotte Angela 
(born in 2012). Rob 
is a Chief Actuary in 
Phoenix, Arizona.

JUMPING TO NEW HEIGHTS
On January 16, Sean Cate (12), a member of the University of 
Guelph’s Track & Field team, won the high jump event at Grand 
Valley State University in Michigan. Sean jumped to a new 
personal best of 2.14 m, a University of Guelph record! Sean, 
who is the current national and provincial university high jump 
champion, will defend his titles at provincial and national meets 
in the next two months. When he’s not soaring through the air, 
Sean studies political science. He will graduate this year.

We have been part of the TDChristian community for over six years since our first 
son Nicolas started in Grade 9. He graduated in 2013, and our third child, Joey,  
recently graduated in June of 2015. Although our family’s secondary education 
has been completed, we continue to be part of the TDChristian community.  
We remain supportive of TDChristian’s vision mainly because it is our calling to 
connect with others of the same faith, a faith that aligns with TDChristian’s  
mission and purpose. We also remain committed for the reason that TDChristian 
initially stood out to us as the ideal learning setting for our sons: it provides a  
safe environment for all students to be themselves and to grow academically 
—and more importantly, spiritually. 

We are thankful to be able to share some of the highlights of inspiration that 
TDChristian has provided to our sons and our family:
	 •	lasting	relationships	with	students,	faculty,	and	other	TDChristian	families
	 •	academic	and	personal	support	to	our	sons
	 •	compassion	and	friendship	demonstrated	by	the	entire	TDChristian	community		
  to our family as we encountered life-changing events
	 •	inspiring	and	memorable	moments	on	the	basketball	court	and	on	the	 
  theatre stage
	 •	works	of	wood	art	that	we	proudly	 
  display throughout our home 

We are grateful for the journey that God  
has provided us and for all that TDChristian  
has contributed to our family.

“I will guide you along the best pathway  
for your life. I will advise you and watch  
over you.” —Psalm 32:8

The Class of 95 CLASS  
REUNION
On May 31, 2015,  
alumni from the  
graduating class of  
1995 celebrated their  
20-year reunion along  
with a few of their  
teachers.

Curtiss Straatsma Sean Cate

Upcoming Events
2016 

March Break
 March 11–21, 2016    

Service Trips to Belize  
 and the Dominican  
 Republic
 March Break

Business Trip to London,  
 Paris, and Brussels
 March Break

Semester Two 
 Grade 11 Service Trip
 April 5–8  

Notice Book Launch  
 & Open House
 May 12

Spring Music Concert
 May 26

Graduation
 June 28




